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W. Bro. Dan Dignard
Brethren,
The leaves are changing colour and falling from the trees as I write this message
to you. In my lodge we have already had our Memorial service and paid our
last tribute to the brethren who have passed to the Grand Lodge Above.
This is also the time when we say thank you, to all of the Canadians who have
served in our armed forces and those who have paid the ultimate price and
given their lives for our freedom.
Enclosed in the pages of this issue of the Ontario Mason Magazine are several
stories about Vimy and about brethren that gave their lives for our freedom.
To all of them I say thank you as I am sure you have done yourself. I also encourage you to get involved in one of the many causes that send letters or gift
cards to our Armed Forces over the holiday season to say thank you to them
for risking their lives and volunteering to be away from their loved ones at this
time of year.
As we transition from Remembrance Day to the Holiday Season I echo the
words of those who have come before me and encourage you to help support
the elderly, infirmed and needy in your community. Whether you can donate
time, items, money, or encouragement those that are in need will appreciate
your support.
Lastly I wish you all a safe and happy Holiday Season and a prosperous New
Year.
Sincerely and Fraternally,
W. Bro. Dan Dignard
Team Lead/Managing Editor
Ontario Mason Magazine
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Vimy Memorial Being Constructed
Masonic Connection Proposed

Article by W. Bro. James K. Chisholm

“Nations, are made by doing great things together.”
Canada’s celebration of its victory at Vimy Ridge on 9 April 1917 owes much to the French historian and philosopher,
Ernest Renan. “Nations,” he told his students, “are made by doing great things together.”
In 2014, R.W. Bro. Kennard Pratt, the then DDGM of Georgian-South District was approached by a small group of
veterans; members of Manitoba Lodge No. 236. They inquired if he knew of the “Legacy Project” now in motion for
the nearby base at Borden. They explained its objectives, recent events that had taken place, and asked if Grand Lodge,
or perhaps its members could somehow be involved. R.W. Bro. Pratt, whose father had served in Europe with the CAF

Vimy trenches at Camp Borden circa 1916
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during the “Cold War” era and was posted to Berlin, was
intrigued. After contacting the Legacy Committee, informal talks began regarding a possible Masonic involvement
in the project.
In 2010, at CFB Borden located about 100 km north of
Toronto, there was the discovery of former WW1 training
trenches near the entrance to the base, thought lost. The
17.7 Km’s of known trenches were for the most part filledin. “Trench Warfare” in WW1, was a new “Modern Warfare” tactic used by both sides to engage the enemy. It still
involved heavy hand-to-hand combat with progress being
measured in feet or yards; a far cry from todays manner of

who fought in the “Great War”. Of those, 350,000 (more
than half), trained at the then newly built “Camp Borden”.
The extensive “trench warfare” training received here,
would prove invaluable the next year in what was to become Canada’s most famous and significant military victory.
It was a defining moment in Canada’s coming of age as an
independent country with the victory at Vimy, near Arras
France.
At CFB Borden, to celebrate its founding with the cen-

Artist rendering of Memorial Wall

waging war with remotely armed drones, nuclear tipped
missiles and the like. It was said at the time of discovery,
intact trenches from that period were unknown outside of
Europe. In 2011, some of these trenches were excavated
and restored by hand, using the same tools used by the
soldiers of that era. This was done so as to preserve the
original trench construction.
In WW1, there were approximately 650,000 Canadians

tennial anniversary in 2016 of 100 years of sacrifice and
service, preparations began early to envisage what else
could be incorporated to compliment the trenches. The
foresight was seen by HCol Jamie Massie and other interested parties from the Base and community; to build a
Vimy Memorial on Canadian soil. This would be built just
inside the Base entrance, a close distance from the recently restored trenches. This monument would be accompa-

Camp Borden circa 1916
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nied by a Bugler statue, a walking trail and respite benches
leading from the memorial to the newly restored trenches.
This would be the 2nd such Vimy memorial on Canadian
soil.

it’s in France, not Canada
The first is the Canadian National War Memorial at Vimy
Ridge in France. It is considered by many to be one of the
finest examples of operative Masonry that exists in the
world today. “But, it’s in France, not Canada”, you say?
Not so, it stands on Canadian sovereign territory! The
land was ceded by France in 1922 as a gift to the people of
Canada.
That’s why on April 9th, 2007, on the 90th anniversary of
the battle at Vimy Ridge, the President of France was received as a visitor by Prime Minister Harper, and by H.M.
The Queen, under the Canadian flag. The monument also
serves as a memorial to all Canadians who fell in France in
WWI, and have no known resting place. Their names are
also inscribed there.

Proposed monument layout

The proposed memorial would not be in the same shape
or size as the original, but rather be more aligned with
celebrating the historical trenches close by. The memorial will be in the shape of granite trench walls. As well,
for the 1st time in its history, the government of Canada gave permission for a delegation to be sent to Vimy
to reclaim battlefield soil from the ridge, and repatriate it
back to Canada. On June 19th 2015, the soil was placed in
two urns, sealed in a glass ark, then brought to the Royal
Military College in Kingston where it will be temporarily
stored. In 2016, the soil will then be integrated inside two
new memorials, one proposed for Barrie & the other at
Borden, prior to their unveiling in June 2016. The public
will not be able to touch it, but the soil will be visible. The
soil is meant to symbolize the blood/DNA of those Canadians who were wounded or died serving Canada.
The plan is for the wall to be unveiled and inaugurated
by His Excellency the Governor General of Canada on 09
June 2016.

Arial view of Memorial area
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In R.W. Bro. Pratts informal talks with the Legacy Committee, it was suggested the fraternity could possibly assist with funding for the respite benches and pathway
planned. Depending on monies raised, with a minimum
of $25,000 required, one or more benches would be emblazoned with the Masonic Square and Compass with the
letter “G” in the center. Inscribed on the bench would be
a script commemorating past wars and conflicts, peacekeeping and service of Freemasons serving the Monarch
and Country over the time Canada was first settled, until
the present day.
Ontario Mason Magazine Fall 2015

Vimy Trenches as they appear today
It would be a bench for visitors; Masons and non-Masons
alike, to reflect on the contributions of Freemasons then as
now. Perhaps ask questions and raise awareness regarding
our gentle crafts involvement; to ponder that Freemasons
when the time comes, and it did and continues to do, we
are side-by-side with our non-Masonic brothers, fighting
for the Canadian cause.
As an organization, a fraternity devoted to service and
making good men better, we must take every opportunity

to publicize the contributions to our national identity and
way of life that our brethren have made and continue to
make.
For those of you who may wish to find out more information about this project, by the Brethren in Georgian South
District, please contact R.W. Bro. Kennard Pratt at:
k.pratt@rogers.com or (705)-796-6793

“Ensuring the Timeless Vitality of Masonry in Ontario”
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Season’s Greetings from the Grand Master

Brethren and members of the Masonic family, I want take a moment to reflect on this joyful
and spiritual time of year. A time when family and friends go forward in harmony to celebrate
the holiday season and be thoughtful towards others particularly those that are less fortunate
than ourselves. As we reflect on the past year and all its events we should also look ahead with
great anticipation of the coming year.
When we evaluate 2015 there will be many memories, highs and lows; that have affected you
and your families. While those memories are not always happy they will influence the rest of
your life. When anticipating the future we generally assume a positive attitude that provides us
with the desire to move forward in life thinking how fortunate we are to live in Canada where
the freedom is a privilege that is not evident in all places throughout the world. Let us pray for
those family and friends who are challenged by their situations of life wherever that might be.
We as masons should be ever mindful of our teachings of Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth. Be
a proud Mason and deliver joy, happiness and generosity to those around you, as well as providing spiritual leadership whenever that opportunity is before you.
As Grand Master, I wish to express how proud I am to have the opportunity to be your Brother
and thank you for the blessings you have bestowed on our family. On behalf of my wife Barbara, our Daughters and Grand Children we wish you a safe, warm and happy holiday.
HAPPY HOLIDAYS EVERYONE,
M.W. Bro. John C. Green
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Happy Holidays from the Deputy Grand Master
As the pages of the calendar continue to move at what seems an incredible rate, we find
ourselves once more, with less light at night, less leaves on the trees and the end of the
2015 year close at hand.
The contrast in our lives each Fall are many, we have entered a time of solemn reflection,
on one hand we observed Remembrance Day and then there is anticipation of joy, happiness of the upcoming festive season.
No matter what season we are in, the Ontario Mason Magazine continues to promote
Masonry in Ontario by striving to be a venue for showcasing the events of this jurisdiction and its history.
You my Brother have a part to play in the production of your magazine, so may I suggest, with the abundance of cell phone cameras, is there really any reason you can’t take
a picture at an Installation, a long term pin presentation, a historical event like two, three
or four generations of Masons or perhaps a social outing and then write a few words and
submit it to OMM@grandlodge.on.ca
Please during this season of joy and happiness remember those less fortunate, I think of
the Masonic Widow or Widower, please take time to call them, spend time with them or
invite them to one of the many social events which occur during this Holiday Season. All
the while remembering that the greatest gift you might give to them this season, is taking
away their fear of no friends or company.
In closing on behalf of the many dedicated Board of General Purposes Members and myself, I wish for you a Happy & Safe Holiday Season as we enter into the year of 2016.
R.W. Bro. Paul E. Todd

“Ensuring the Timeless Vitality of Masonry in Ontario”
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THE VIMY RIDGE GAVEL
Editors Note:
Below you will find an article on the Vimy Ridge Gavel. Please note that the article is a combination of two articles
sent by two different lodges on their Vimy Ridge Gavel. The Orono Lodge excerpt and all the pictures are courtesy of
W. Bro. Ian McKenzie IPM, Orono Lodge No 325. The Lebanon Lodge excerpt is courtesy of V.W. Bro. Gord Smith,
Asst. Secretary, Lebanon Lodge No. 139 G.R.C. (Oshawa) Together the two excerpts show us how deeply the brethren were committed to commemorating the Great War and the brethren who paid the ultimate sacrifice.
W. Bro. D. Dignard
structed from some Flemish oak wood, recovered from
Vimy Ridge after the battle and brought back to Canada,
surreptitiously carried in a returning soldier’s dufflebag!
Inside the handle of the gavel can be found a scroll listing
those District 12 Masons who took part in the Battle and
their respective lodges. The Gavel also came with a Certificate which repeated this, and other, information, as well
as a poem about the gavel and dedicated to the Canadian
Masonic soldiers. Several of these gavels are still extant as
prized displays in other lodges, while some have been lost
due to lodge building difficulties and catastrophes.
W. Bro. Kaiser was a man of many talents and skills. He
was a Medical Doctor, author of several books, member
of Cedar Lodge No. 270, mayor of Oshawa 1907-08, in
1912 became a member of Board of Health, and in 1925,
a Member of Parliament for Canada. In 1916, he had been
made an honourary major of the Canadian Militia, which
gave rise to his decision as D. D. G. M., to commemorate
the sacrifices made by those Masonic brethren of his District during that valiant and costly victory by Canadian
Forces at Vimy Ridge.
From Orono Lodge:
The Vimy Ridge Gavel is a treasured possession of Orono Lodge and is one of a set of Commemorative Gavels,
presented in 1918 by then D.D.G M. R.W. Bro. Thomas
Erlin Kaiser. He commissioned these gavels as a memento of the contributions and sacrifices of District Masons
in the Battle of Vimy Ridge and presented them to the
lodges of his jurisdiction. This presentation was done in
Orono after the meeting of his Official Visit. Fortunately
for posterity of Orono Lodge, the secretary at the time,
added a postscript to the minutes of that meeting, giving
the information about the circumstances of the fraternal
period and of the presentation of the gavel. At the time of
the presentation of this gavel, Orono Lodge was in what
was then Ontario District 12, which included some lodges
which are now in other Districts. The Gavels were conPage 10
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From Lebanon Lodge:
Some of the Lodges in Ontario District continue to use
their “Vimy Ridge Gavels” at their November meeting
closest to Nov. 11. The following is taken from Lebanon
Lodge No. 139 G.R.C. (Oshawa)’s 100th Anniversary book
and gives the history of the Vimy Ridge Gavel.
“The Masonic Brethren will be glad to know that nearly every Lodge in District No. 12 was represented at this
great battle, as may be seen from the following list of
known combatants, whose immortal heroism is hereby
commended to the safe keeping of the Lodges of our district by W. Bro. John Garbutt, P. M. of Spry Lodge, No. 496
and Chaplain of District No. 2 of Vimy Ridge:

Colborne Lodge, No. 91 (Killed);
Pte. A. Wolfraim, M. M.,
Colborne Lodge, No. 91 (Wounded);
Capt. A. Snetsinger, M. M.
Colborne;
Capt. C. Hamington,
Colborne;
Pte. E. E. Latta,
Colborne;
Lieut. P. E. Doncastle, M. M.,
Orono Lodge, No. 325;
Lieut. R. W. Sills, M. M.,
Orono;
Sgt. J. F. Sgt. J. F. Cain, M. M.,
Orono;
Pte. John Ridge, M. M.,
Orono;
Pte. A. E. Hogarth, M. M.,
Lebanon Lodge, No. 139 (Killed);
Lieut. H. H. Hyland, M. M.,
Lebanon Lodge;
Sgt. A. H. Mason, M. M.,
Lebanon Lodge;
Capt. A. W. Pratt, M. M.,
Lebanon Lodge;
Major J. A. Morphy, DSO, M. M.,
Lebanon Lodge;
Capt. A. F. Hind, M. M.,
Cedar Lodge, No. 270;
Staff Capt. C. R. Cowan, M. M.,
Cedar Lodge;
Pte. Austin Jeffrey, M. M.,
Hope Lodge, No. 144, Port Hope;
Pte. E. E. Roberts, M. M.,
Hope Lodge.
When Dr. T. E. Kaiser was elected D. D. G. M. of Ontario
District, he felt that something lasting should be done to
commemorate the Battle of Vimy Ridge in which Canadian soldiers covered themselves with glory. He wrote to Dr.
James Moore asking him to gather some of the oak from
Vimy Ridge. Dr. Moore had been wounded and was in England, but passed the request on to Col. S. Sharpe, Major J.
A. Morphy, Capt. Arthur Pratt and Capt. A. F. Hind.

Dr. James Moore, M. D.,
Past master of Mount Zion Lodge, No. 39, Brooklin;
W. Bro. Capt. George P. Every,
Composite Lodge, No. 30, Whitby;
They secured the wood and sent it on to Dr. Moore who,
Bro. Major Fred H. Moody,
it is reported, smuggled it across the Atlantic in his nightComposite Lodge, No. 30, Whitby;
shirt. It was made into gavels by W. Bro. D. M. Halland,
Bro. W. G. Butson, M. M.,
and Bro. James Robinson, both members of Lebanon
Jerusalem Lodge, No. 31, Bowmanville;
Lodge.
Pte. E. M. Onagon, M. M.,
Page 11
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fought, In the face of the shell and sword,

Dr. Kaiser presented the gavels to the Masters of Jerusalem All with Masonry fraught this Gavel is wrought
Lodge, Bowmanville; Mount Zion Lodge, Brooklin; ComAs a token of heroes abroad.
posite Lodge, Whitby and the Cedar and Lebanon Lodges
in Oshawa. The presentation to Lebanon Lodge was made
The invocation offered by Bro. Rev. C. R. De Pencier, disat a meeting on April 9, 1918.
trict chaplain, follows:
The following is an exact copy of the matter printed on
vellum, signed by six brethren who held the position of
Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Canada, wound
upon a steel spiral, and placed within the handle of the
gavel:
The dedication by R.W. Bro. P. H. Punshon, P. D. D. G. M.,
follows:

This gavel was made from the wood of the Glade
of Vimy Ridge over the Sea,
When Canadian boys left their homes and their
joys To battle for you and for me.
When as Masons we meet in our quiet retreat,
Yes met on the Level and the Square,
As an emblem of power it will bring back the
hour of remembrance of Brethren out there.
Who fought as they died, and died as they

“May the Most High, in His infinite pity,
look down upon the sick and wounded,
provide for the fatherless and widow,
In His redeeming love have mercy on the
fallen and preserve in our hearts
the memory of the dead.
May they sleep their sleep in the safe keeping
until by Him who dwelleth where the
Great Lights are forever spread
in the Paradise of God.”
Signed in honor of the Masonic Brethren by: W. H.
Wardrope, G. M. ; F. W. Harcourt, D. G. M.; W. R. White,
P. G. M.; W. D. McPherson, P. G. M. and S. A. Luke, 33rd
Degree, I. P. G. M.

A Masonic Minute
The Value of History
by M.W. Bro. Raymond S. J. Daniels P.G.M.
We can draw lessons from the past, but we cannot live in it.

Bro. Lyndon B. Johnson (1908-1973),

36th President of the United States (1963-1969)

As Freemasons we have a long tradition and rich history of which we can be justly proud. The essence of Freemasonry
is said to have existed ‘From Time Immemorial’ and we trace our philosophical roots to the mystery schools of the
ancient world. Our rites and ceremonies link us to the accumulated wisdom of the ages. Masonic history is classified
as ‘traditional’ and ‘documented.’ When Dr. James Anderson produced the first Book of Constitution for the Grand
Lodge of England in 1723, compiled from copies of the older Gothic Constitutions, he included a 48 page History of
Masonry or Geometry and Architecture. Reference is made to prominent figures in ancient history: Noah, Abraham,
Solomon, Athelstan, the builders of the Tower of Babel, the Egyptians, et al. These and others appear in many of the
additional degrees.
Page 12
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Masonic Essay Contest 2016

A partnership of the Ontario Mason Magazine and the College of Freemasonry is pleased to announce this Annual Masonic Essay Contest. It is open to all Masons of the jurisdiction, who are
members in good standing, with the exception of current & past Grand Lodge Officers, members of
GL Committees & Teams and Members of the Board of General Purposes.
The theme of the Essay Contest is as follows:

If a non-Mason asked you, “Why are you a Mason?”,
what would your answer be?
•
•
•
•
•
•

Essays to be submitted to the College of Freemasonry at masonic.college@gmail.com.
Only essays submitted in doc or docx formats will be accepted.
The essay length is a maximum of 1200 words.
All quoted sources must be identified in an included bibliography.
The bibliography will not count towards the word count.
Submissions will be accepted from February 1, 2016 until midnight on February 28, 2016.

The top 3 essays will also be announced in the Spring 2016 issue of the Ontario Mason Magazine and
on the Grand Lodge website.

Prizes:
1st place:
• Essay will be presented at the Ontario Masonic Education Conference in 2016.
• The author will be entitled to complete the College of Freemasonry “Masonic Arts & Sciences”
course at no cost.
• Receive a copy of the Masonic Manual autographed by the Grand Master and Deputy Grand
Master.
• Essay will be published in the Spring 2016 issue of the Ontario Mason Magazine.
2nd place:
• The author will be entitled to complete the College of Freemasonry “Masonic Arts & Sciences”
course at no cost.
• Receive a copy of the Masonic Manual autographed by the Grand Master and Deputy Grand
Master.
• Essay will be published in the Spring 2016 issue of the Ontario Mason Magazine.
3rd place:
• The author will be entitled to complete either the College of Freemasonry “Past Master’s” course
or “Aspiring Worshipful Master’s” course at no cost.
• Receive a copy of the Masonic Manual autographed by the Grand Master and Deputy Grand
Master.
• Essay will be published in the Spring 2016 issue of the Ontario Mason Magazine.
“Ensuring the Timeless Vitality of Masonry in Ontario”
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A Masonic Minute
The Value of History continued...
Bro. Albert Pike reminds us of what we mean by the phrase, From Time Immemorial: “Masonry cannot trace its authentic history, with its present Degrees, further than the year 1700. But by whatever name it was known in this or in
any other country, Masonry existed as it now exists, the same in spirit and at heart, not only when Solomon builded
the temple, but centuries before – before even the first colonies emigrated into Southern India, Persia, and Egypt, from
the cradle of the human race.” (1)
The oldest Lodge in what is now Canada was established in Annapolis Royal in 1738, warranted by the Provincial
Grand Lodge at Boston by Henry Price, Grand Master of New England. (2) During the French and Indian War in
America during the middle of the eighteenth century, culminating in the British conquest of Quebec on the Plains of
Abraham in 1759, Military Lodges with travelling warrants brought and spread Freemasonry to the New World. Such
is the oldest lodge in Ontario: Niagara No. 2, Niagara-on-the-Lake, instituted in 1792.

Let us now praise famous men and our fathers that begat us.

Ecclesiaticus 41:1 Apocrypha

This year, on October 10th, we celebrate the 160th anniversary of the formation of the Grand Lodge of Canada when
independence from the Provincial Grand Lodge was declared at a meeting in Hamilton, Ontario. Prior to Confederation in 1867, what then became the provinces of Ontario and Quebec were Canada West and Canada East. Hence
the designation Grand Lodge of Canada. Our Grand Lodge enjoys a special distinction as the first Grand Lodge in the
British Empire to be granted recognition by the United Grand Lodge of England after declaring independence.
We must never live in the past, but we can always learn from it. We cannot help but be inspired by the courage, determination, foresight and perseverance of our founding fathers. We have inherited a proud tradition, but as Matsuo
Basho cautions, “Do not seek to follow in the footsteps of the men of old; seek what they sought.” It is our privilege to
stand proudly on the shoulders of the giants that have preceded us and who laid the solid foundation for our generation
to build upon. It is also incumbent upon us to use this as a vantage point from which to look to and ensure the future.
Touch the Past ~ Embrace the Future
This autumn, several lodges will be holding centennial & sesquicentennial celebrations marking significant milestones.
Two of these are in the near north, (Timmins, Englehart) reminding us that as settlement spread in the early nineteenth
century, a Masonic lodge was one of the first institutions to be established in the young community. We congratulate
them on the service they have provided to their communities. However, these milestones are not stopping points, but
benchmarks along the way – opportunities to celebrate the past and plan for the future. Dorothy West reminds us that
“There is no life that does not contribute to history.”
“Our duty is to preserve what the past had to say for itself, and to say for ourselves what shall be true for the future.”
John Ruskin (1819-1900)

We are the inheritors of a great tradition extending through the centuries. We must endeavour to be more than mere
custodians of that tradition. We must strive to enhance what we transmit to the next generation when times passes and
so do we. Our mission: to ensure the vitality of Freemasonry in each of our lodges, not preoccupied with quantity, but
building on quality, striving for excellence in every aspect of our Masonic activity.
RSJD
(1) Albert Pike (1809-1891) Morals and Dogma, p. 208.
(2)Henry Price (1697-1780) appointed Provincial Grand Master of North America, 1733.
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A Candidate inside Supreme Council:

One Brother’s Journey

Ill. Bro. Darian Bacon, 32°
From the very early days of It changes the way you think, and the way you think of
being an entered apprentice, yourself as a Mason”.
Masons can’t help but wonder what it would be like to “raised Eight Thousand dollars in a single day”
reach the echelon of Freema- It is Ill. Bro. Grove’s opinion that the role of the AASR in
sonry by being conferred the the modern age is “to teach and to provide charity”. As
33°. Recently I sat down with Mason’s, I believe we are all familiar with the teachings
one Brother who took that our Craft provides, and that charity plays an importleap this year, and asked his ant role in that. The Peterborough Valley helps to raise
thoughts on the process.
funds for the Barrie Learning Center year round in various unique ways. “We have a motorcycle rally, a walk a
Ill. Bro. Frank Groves is a member of Peterborough Val- thon, several raffles, private contributions, and even a Golf
ley of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of Canada Tournament. The Tournament alone saw 100 participants
(AASR), and their newest Honourary Inspector General. in 2015, who raised Eight Thousand dollars in a single day
Frank joined Masonry in 2000, after the loss of his first to help the children”, boasted Groves.
wife. Once being initiated, Frank was hooked on the craft,
and quickly worked his way through the officer progres- All programs of the Scottish Rite Charitable Foundation
sion in both his Craft Lodge, and the AASR. Within the (SRCF) are so vitally important, and make us all better
Rite, Frank became an officer in the Lodge of Perfection men by being involved in their delivery. It’s not just chari(4th-14th degrees inclusive) within the first year of being ty either; [at the Golf Tournament] there are a lot of laughs
a member; a fact which is staggering, considering these and a lot of fun that goes along with it, even for non-golfdegrees are only held on two weekends of any given year ers! But when you see these children when they first start
in his valley!
at the Learning Center, and then observe their progress
when they graduate; it’s just absolutely amazing to see the
“I was attracted to the Rite due to its organization and as- difference we provide for them. It makes you very proud
sembly”, remises Frank. “It’s confusion free, which given to be a part of such charitable ventures, and to see the sucits scale is quite impressive”. Frank became the Master of cess that is possible because of our efforts.”
his Valley’s Lodge of Perfection in 2010, and is set to repeat this honour in 2016.
Peterborough Valley’s annual Motorcycle Rally and Golf
Tournament are open to anyone interested in sharing a
“It hit me like a ton of Bricks!
fun day outside with good company. Recently even car
based teams have been attending the Motorcycle Rally,
Being selected to represent his area at Supreme Council
and score cards aren’t even considered at the end of the
was quite a shock for Ill. Bro. Groves. “It hit me like a ton
course of the Golf Tournament. Fun and charity are the
of Bricks! Two 33rds asked to meet with me in my home
only goals of the events.
one night, and I didn’t know what to expect, of course they
“It’s a wonderful ride…”
didn’t tell me what it was about! My mind raced with options, and I had considered that it might be about being Franks closing thoughts in the interview steered towards
conferred to Supreme Council, but I dismissed that notion getting younger Mason’s participating in the aspects of the
pretty quickly”. Once the news and offer had been extend- Craft, outside of just receiving their degrees. “It’s a woned, there was no looking back for Frank. “It has been one derful ride… IF you get involved”.
of the Greatest Experiences of my life”.
For anyone wishing details on the 2016 Motorcycle Rally, they can
contact Ill. Bro. Walter Howell at whowell16@cogeco.ca / (705) 7414116, and Ill. Bro. Kevin Fudge for updates on the Golf Tournament
at Ksfudge@sympatico.ca / (905) 983-9341.
Anyone wishing to listen to the complete interview with Ill. Bro.
Frank Groves, it is available at http://-++++

What followed was a very streamlined degree which was
very impressive to this Candidate. “It was more than
what I expected, and it changes the way I think. There is
a Lecture in that degree that is absolutely mind blowing!
“Ensuring the Timeless Vitality of Masonry in Ontario”
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Since 1958 the Blood Donor Committee of the
Grand Lodge of A. F. & A. M. of Canada in Province of Ontario
has worked hard to ensure that all Masons know about the work of the of
Canadian Blood Services and are encouraged to give Blood!

“The good news is that just one donation can save up
to three lives!”

MasonicBloodDonors...
It’s in us to give.

Page 16
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ATTENDING
LODGE IN
LISBON PORTUGAL
by R.W. Bro. Bill Graham

At the completion of our River Cruise we had 2 nights of inactivity in Lisbon, Portugal. With my wife’s
blessing I wrote to the Grand Lodge Proper of Portugal about the chance of attending Lodge on one of the nights. I
received a prompt reply from the Deputy Grand Secretary, Jose Ruah, inviting me to attend his Mother Lodge, WL
Mestre Affonso Domingues No 5, on the night of September 9. I had already checked with our own Grand Lodge to
see if they recognized the Grand Lodge Proper of Portugal. Finding that they did recognize the Grand Lodge Proper
of Portugal, I proceeded to e-mail the Grand Secretary about the meeting. I asked him if I was required to get our
Grand Secretary to write to his Grand Master requesting permission for me to attend the Lodge Meeting, which is
the practice here in Ontario. His response to me was they had “established my origin and good standing so no further authorization was needed at their end”.

As instructed by Jose, I took the Metro from the Intercontinental Hotel where we
were staying to the Lodge Hall. I managed to locate it along the street amongst the
houses in the area. A member, who I later discovered was the Worshipful Master,
showed me the way to get into the building and took me into the Lodge Room.
You are asked to be there at 7:30 to change and meet with the brethren. Many of
the members come right from work so have to change their ties to black from the
colourful ones they wear to work. I was introduced to the brethren present as they
had been told that I was to be there. They had several questions as to why I was
there and about our Lodge in Ontario. I gave the Lodge Secretary my Letter of
Standing from my Lodge and showed him my paid up dues card. Once everyone
was seated, they promptly opened the Lodge at 8:00.
“Ensuring the Timeless Vitality of Masonry in Ontario”

Page 17

The Worshipful Master, Luis Carvalho,
was brought into the Lodge by the Junior
Deacon leading him by the right hand
held high. Once the Worshipful Master
was in the chair they sang the Portuguese
National Anthem with gusto. The Master
then opened the Lodge. The Past Master opened the 3 books, Coran, Tanakh
and Holy Bible in marked locations and
then placed the square and compass on
the Bible. They used candles instead of
electric lights, a candelabra of 3 candles
on the Master’s podium and the lesser
lights with two in the South and one in
the North. There was a cadence in the
steps taken by the Junior Deacon as he lights the candles
followed by the Senior Deacon and then the candles on
the Junior and Senior Warden’s triangular desks. On one
of the pillars at the entrance to the Lodge Room the letter
“B” is lowered. On top of both pillars are three pomegranates. One candle on the candelabra on the Master’s triangular desk is lit. Lodge was now officially open without
much dialogue.

The Secretary read the minutes from the last Meeting and
then proceeded to take attendance. All members names
were read out with members present explaining any absences they knew about. The first item for the Meeting
was a letter from the Grand Master about an “Important
concern”. It was four pages long so took some time to
read. Following that there was a great deal of discussion
as to how to deal with the problem. This took up almost
an hour of time. They then went to new applications of
which there were 2. One was a written application and the
other was sent electronically and both consisting of 3 pages each were read aloud by the Master. As each candidate
was to be voted on separately, all were asked to speak in
support or against the applicant before the ballot was taken. Both were accepted and must now supply a criminal
report before they are considered for Initiation.

The oldest living member of the Lodge, Luis Rosa Dias,
was presented with a special medallion honouring him for
his years of service as well as his commitments to Freemasonry. At this point I was asked to speak to the members
of the Lodge about Lodge in Ontario. I then presented
the Deputy Grand Secretary and Master each with a MasoniC.h.i.p. tie and Ontario red maple leaf masonic pin.
Page 18

Ontario Mason Magazine Fall 2015

the binder. Their excuse was the amount of work that had
to be memorized. They couldn’t believe it when I said that
we do it all from memory. I was invited to return any
time and they would welcome me into Lodge in the usual
manner. They put the right arm over the other brother’s
right shoulder and place the head to the left of the other
brother’s head. The left arm is under the other brother’s
right arm. They slap each other on the back vigorously 3
times. They then put the left arm over the brother’s left
shoulder and the head on the brother’s left side of his head
and repeat the procedure. They then repeat it once more
with the head on the left side of the other brother’s head.

The Deputy Grand Secretary asked me to send him information about the MasoniC.h.i.p. Program as they would
like to start something similar in Portugal. I contacted M.
W. Bro. Peter Dunlop who is the MasoniCH.I.P. Program
Director for Ontario and got information that I have sent
to Portugal.
The last order of business was the announcement of the
Master Elect for the Installation Ceremonies that were to
take place at the end of September. They hold two Installation ceremonies where half the Lodges in Portugal attend one or the other and all the Masters are installed one
at a time. As a result much time was taken with discussions as this is the first time for this format for Installation.
As it was the Deputy Grand Secretary who developed the
new Installation Ceremony he took a great deal of time
explaining what was going to occur. By now it was 11:00
at night.
In closing the Lodge the candles were extinguished in the
same order as they were lit in the opening and the letter
“B” was returned to the top of the pillar. The Brethren all
assembled on the level and joined hands by crossing the
arms and joining the right hand with the left hand of the
brother to your left. The Master then recited a long prayer.
Everyone shook hands and wished each other a safe journey and good health. It was now 11:30 at night and time
for them to have their supper. I declined as I had to be up
at 1:00 a.m. to pack, eat and catch the bus to the airport.
The Master drove me back to the Hotel as the Metro had
stopped running for the day.

Vaulted ceiling and Chandeleir of Lodge room

It was an educational experience. The entire meeting was
conducted entirely in Portuguese and read from a 3 ring
binder. They explained to me that all the degrees were
conducted in the same manner with everything read from
“Ensuring the Timeless Vitality of Masonry in Ontario”
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If it was good enough for my Grandfather.....
On Thursday, September 10, 2015, Bro. Scott Mitchell was made a
Master Mason at Wellington Square Lodge No. 725 G.R.C. (Burlington), and therein lies a story:
Pictured are V.W. Bro. Alan Hale (sponsor and Lodge Secretary), W.M.
Rick Hawwa, Brother Scott Mitchell and V.W Bro. Roy Cummings
(sponsor).
On May 30, 1955, V.W. Bro. Cummings began his apprenticeship as a
typesetter in a small Edinburgh print shop. His Journeyman and teacher was Bro. Bobby Henretty, who was a member of Lodge Scotia Regia
CLX in Edinburgh, and was Bro. Mitchell’s Grandfather.
Scott never met his Grandfather but is delighted to walk in his Masonic footsteps. A very memorable evening
for both the candidate and the sponsor!

Big Boost to Prostate Hope
R.W. Bro. Sydney T. Schatzker, PDDGM - Toronto Don Valley
District was more than pleased to present this cheque of $25,000
to V.W. Bro. Eric Lakien, Chairman of Prostate Hope – Masonic
Foundation of Ontario, and R.W. Bro. David Fernandes, DDGM –
Toronto Don Valley District, and Chairman for District Charity for
the year.
Together with $15,000 donated to Childhood Cancer Canada, the
District raised $40,000 through various social and charity functions.

Masonic Sleuth wanted
Unidentified Masonic Jewel?
V.W. Bro. Andy Skilling of
Gothic Lodge No. 608 G.R.C.
(Lindsay) is wondering if any
reader could shed some light
on this jewel.
“It was handed to me by a Brother who got it from
someone else , and as he couldn’t identify it. He passed
it on to me thinking that with my long service I would
Page 20

be able to steer him in the right direction. Well I have
never seen one like it before, but my guess is that it is a
jewel for a combined office of Secretary/ Treasurer.
If any Brother can identify it, and maybe a Lodge that
would have bestowed it, please let me know , as I believe
the intent is to return it from whence it came.”
If anyone can help this Brother out with his researches,
please e-mail the OMM with your knowledge, and we’ll
make sure it’s passed along.
Ontario Mason Magazine Fall 2015

TRUE MASONIC CHARITY
The following is the presentation that was made in Union Lodge No.
380 G.R.C. (London) by their Historian, W. Bro. Terry Walker, on
September 14, 2015.

I would like to give you, and through you, to everyone in
lodge this evening a brief history of this gavel being returned to Union Lodge.
It all began with an email to the secretary back in May of
this year. It was from a Bro. Mark Wood (present) who is
living in Sarnia. He advised us that he had purchased a
gavel on the internet. It was to be a gift to his wife, who was
being installed as Worthy Matron in Forest Chapter No.
116. He wanted to know if our lodge would be interested
in this gavel. The inscription on the gavel read “presented to W. Bro. L.N. Allen by the Officers and Members of
Union Lodge No. 380, 1956”. Our records indicate that W.
Bro. L.N. Allen was Worshipful Master of Union Lodge in
1956. An inquiry was made as to the cost of this gavel. He
stated that he would not think of charging a Lodge for part
of its history. After some discussion with the members of
Union Lodge, it was decided to ask for the gavel back, and
replace it with one provided by Union Lodge. A gavel has
been sent, and according to the secretary, he is more than
happy with the replacement gavel. The secretary has had
a phone conversation with this Brother, and advised him
of how the members of Union Lodge were so impressed
with this true act of Masonic charity. He was also advised

that the returning gavel would be used in the lodge on a
regular basis. Bro. Wood advised the secretary that both
his wife and he would always remember Union Lodge for
their gift of the gavel to her. He plans to present it to his
wife at her installation which is to be held on September 8,
2015. He advises that he will take some photographs and
forward them to the lodge.
I cannot think of a better example of Masonic charity, and
all of the rewards that followed both for Union Lodge and
Bro. Wood. I hope that this wonderful exchange will remain in the hearts and minds of all the Brethren reading
this, as it shows us all how one act of charity can have such
a wonderful effect on so many people.

60 + 50 = A Century and a Decade of Masonic Service
At the September meeting of Tudor Lodge No. 141 G.R.C.
(Mitchell), W. Bro. Ivan Norris was recognized for 50 years as
a mason and Bro. Fred Phillips was recognized for 60 years as a
mason. Congratulations!
Left
R. W. Bro. Doug Stewart is congratulating Bro. Fred Phillips for
60 years as a Mason
Right
W. M. Michael Stilwell
and R.W. Bro. Richard
Wurm DDGM South Huron District are congratulating W. Bro. Ivan Norris
for 50 years as a Mason.
“Ensuring the Timeless Vitality of Masonry in Ontario”
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What Perceptions We Have of Freemasonry is
Often Based on How Others View Us
R.W. Bro. Sydney T. Schatzker
Dianne Schatzker
We often say that “Masonry takes good men and makes
Considering the declining age of our membership, it is them better.” Listen to what she had to say and see if you
not surprising that few people under the age of 40 have are doing enough to convey this to your friends and to the
any perception (good or bad) about Freemasonry. We all public.
know that to become a member of our Fraternity all one
has to do to embark upon a journey that could very well
change their life….is ask.
But who will ask if there is little or no awareness or public relations that transpire about who we are, what we do
and most important from a personal perspective why did
many of us join and remain firmly committed to the Craft?
Some of us look to Grand Lodge and view it as a franchise.
After all many fast food chains have an extensive advertising budget and certainly we can do more to raise our
image in society.
Ultimately however we are a grassroots society and the
real work and interaction must take place first within our
lodges and hopefully with the brethren working together
at the district level and beyond we can not only serve the
cause of good; but let others know a little bit about ourselves.
It is the social events that we partake in where we invite
friends and family to join that give the public some idea
about Freemasons.

“A few weeks ago, Syd said to me, would you ever believe
So whether your lodge holds a monthly breakfast or get that I would become the DDGM?
together open to all, an open house, party, BBQ or other The truth is, I am not surprised that he is DDGM. What
social event, you are more likely to attract attention and really surprised me was that he became a Mason at all!
surprisingly, curious questions about Freemasonry.
When we were first married, I joined a number of ladies’
one for the newly married. I often urged
Remember, it is what others say of us organizations;
Syd to join a group – to which he always responded: I am
that often leaves the most important not a JOINER!! I’m not comfortable in those settings –
I don’t like all the politics. I like to do my own thing.

impression.

I provide as an example the speech delivered by my wife at
my reception last year as DDGM.
Page 22

And to a certain extent this was true.
Sure, he belonged to and was on the executive of the local
Ontario Mason Magazine Fall 2015

car club, but they didn’t ask very much of him. Attend a on the phone and less on the couch, more time envisionfew car shows, pay your dues and you were done.
ing the future and working towards creating a vibrant and
sustainable Craft.
The Ontario Military Vehicle Association was basically
more of the same until he became its president. Then the It has been said that some people grow, and some people
understanding of commitment and the building of leader- just grow older. For those of you who remember the Syd of
ship skills began to develop.
2000 – I am sure you will agree that he has indeed grown.
So, when in the summer of 2000 he told me he was going
to become a Mason – I was somewhat skeptical.
Soon after, the little black book made an appearance in
our house. At all hours of the day and sometimes into the
evening he would be mumbling to himself. Opening and
closing it, and occasionally throwing it down in frustration.
Then he got nervous. What if I can’t learn the lines - What
if I make a mistake? Why did I agree to DO THIS!!??

Since he became DDGM I have seen him take an even
larger step forward, and in so doing, become more of the
man of my dreams.”
Brethren, we have all read about famous men in history
who despite adversity, overcame hardship throughout
their lives and made a contribution to their society, their
friends and families and ultimately grew personally from
it.
Are these not the lessons that we have been taught? Should
we not through our own actions bring enlightenment outside the doors of our own temples?

But life has a funny way of making us apprehensive of the
very things that ultimately we find bring us the most satisfaction. Just as we dread the blind date only to find our Think about it. Life passes very quickly; and when all is
true love, so did Syd approach Masonry.
said and done all that truly survives us is a good name or
reputation.
I remember the night he completed the third degree. He
burst through the door and shouted: What a night!! One It is time that we made the world aware of who we are and
of the best nights ever!! Masonry proposed and Syd ac- what a difference we have made down through history
cepted.
serving the cause of good! A little PR couldn’t hurt!
And so began the journey; not only through the chairs, What Perceptions We Have of Freemasonry is Often
but a personal one as well.
Based on How Others View Us.
Syd is a bit of a renaissance man – his interests encompass R.W. Bro. Sydney T. Schatzker
many disciplines and while I am aware of his many talents Dianne Schatzker
and abilities, he continues to surprise me.
He approached each chair and every task with enthusiasm
– albeit sometimes with a certain measure of trepidation.
With each step he became more open, more sociable and
more confident.
He combined his analytical abilities, his love of history
and his passion for knowledge and channeled this energy
into the betterment of the lodge – and without realizing it,
himself as well.
Masonry brought many new people to his life and we have
made many new and dear friends. He spends more time
“Ensuring the Timeless Vitality of Masonry in Ontario”
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70 Years A Mason Presentation.

On November 9, 2015 the Brethren and visitors of Erie Lodge No. 149 G.R.C. (Port Dover) celebrated and commemorated W. Bro. Bro. Harry B. Barrett’s milestone of being 70 yrs. a Mason. W. Bro. Harry B. Barrett was initiated into
Erie Lodge on October 29th 1945 . He was passed to the second degree on June 30th 1947, was raised to the S.D. of
a Master Mason on September 29th 1949. W. Bro. Harry B. Barrett served as Master of Erie Lodge in 1960. Since
that time he has been interested in the History of his Lodge and has continued to be the Lodge Historian these many
years.
Discharged from the Royal Canadian Navy in 1945, he enrolled at the Ontario Agricultural College in Guelph. He
graduated in 1949 with a BSA in Animal Husbandry and returned to their Woodhouse family farm. In May of 1959,
Harry signed a contract to teach Agriculture in the Hagersville High School. From June of 1961 to December 1968,
he was Head of the Agriculture Department in Simcoe Composite School. In January 1969, Harry became Co-ordinator of the Farm Business Management Programme of the Norfolk School of Agriculture for Fanshawe College in
Simcoe. He retired in 1980 and went to work part time as an Underwriter-Adjuster for the Crop Insurance Commission.
As a practical Naturalist, Conservationist and a local Historian; Harry has written many books such as:
The Nineteenth Century Journals and Paintings of William Pope, The Lore and Legend of Long Point, Minutes and
Memories, The Navy and Me, Wese’s Art, The Parish of St. Paul’s, The Nature of Norfolk, Port Dover’s Nursing Sisters,
Flying Officer Ike Hewitt P.O.W. and many more.
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Brothers are now Brothers West Gate Lodge Initiation
These two siblings were initiated in West Gate Lodge No. 734 G.R.C. (Streetsville) on Wednesday September 23.
It was a first for West Gate to initiate two siblings at the same meeting.
Pictured are (From L-R): Bro. Patrick Baluyut, W.M. W. Bro. Jeffrey Phoenix, and Bro. Mark Baluyut.
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You can have the Ontario Mason delivered direct to your inbox as soon as it is published!
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“Ensuring the Timeless Vitality of Masonry in Ontario”
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Explanation of the Lewis Jewel
Address at Muskoka Lodge No. 360, GRC, 15.10.06

Whence is the word derived?

At the 151st Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge
2006, Section 384 of the Book of Constitution was amended to recognize and authorize the wearing of a Lewis Jewel
in our Grand Jurisdiction. If you examine the ornamental
engraving on your Master Mason’s Certificate issued by
Grand Lodge, you will find the Perfect Ashlar fitted with
the Lewis resting at the foot of the Doric Column, the
symbol of strength. It is also one of the symbols depicted
on the Junior Warden’s Tracing Board of the first degree,
probably an indication that it was once included in the
Lecture. There are a few lodges in our jurisdiction where
one finds the Perfect Ashlar placed at the south-east angle
with a Lewis inserted.

Masonic historians conclude that the term came into use
in the 18th century. The Lecture in the Second Degree
published by William Preston in the 1780s contains a
lengthy discourse on the Lewis.

What is a Lewis?

WM – Brother J.W., How were the sons of craftsmen named?

A LEWIS is a simple but ingenious device employed by operative Masons to raise heavy blocks of dressed stone into
place. It consists of three metal parts: two wedge-shaped
side pieces, and a straight centre piece, that fit together
(tenon). A dovetailed recess is cut into the top of the stone
block (mortise). The two outer pieces are inserted first and
then spread by the insertion of the centrepiece. The three
parts are then bolted together, a metal ring or shackle is
attached and the block is hoisted by hook, rope and pulley.
By this means, the block is gripped securely. Once set in its place in the structure, the
Lewis is removed leaving the upper surface
smooth with no clamp or chains on the outside to interfere with the laying of the next
course. Our ancient operative brethren used
this tool as early as the Roman era. Stones
with the cavity for the insertion of a Lewis
have been found in Hadrian’s Wall built 121127 AD.

JW – To the son on whom these honours were bequeathed,
the name of Lewis was given, that from henceforth he might
be entitled to all the privileges which that honour conferred,
W. Sir.

What’s a Mason’s Son’s Name?
Lewis
The Wilkinson MS – c 1730 / 1740

It also appears in written verse in ‘The Deputy Grand
Master’s Song’ printed in the second edition of Anderson’s
Constitutions published in 1738, written as a sort of ‘loyal
toast’ to be sung by the brethren around the festive board:

“Again let it pass to the ROYAL
lov’d NAME,
Whose glorious Admission has
crown’d all our Fame:
May a LEWIS be born, whom the
World shall admire,
Serene as his MOTHER, August
as his SIRE..”

Archaeologists have found further evidence
of its use by the Saxons in England in buildings constructed in the 7th century. The origin of the term ‘Lewis’ for this device is uncertain. Some authorities trace its origins to the French A paragraph in a version of the Junior Warden’s Lecture
levis from lever – to lift, hoist, raise; and louve – a sling, used in the Grand Lodge of England dating from 1801
grip or claw for lifting stones.
gives this instructive explanation: “The word Lewis dePage 27
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notes strength, and is here depicted by certain pieces of
metal dovetailed into a stone, which forms a cramp, and
enables the operative Mason to raise great weights to certain heights with little encumbrance, and to fix them in
their proper bases. Lewis, likewise denotes the son of a
Mason; his duty is to bear the heat and burden of the day,
from which his parents, by reason of their age, ought to be
exempt; to help them in time of need, and thereby render
the close of their days happy and comfortable; his privilege for so doing is to be made a Mason before any other
person however dignified.”

Be strong and show yourself a man.

(1 Kings 2: 1)

In my case the Lewis Jewel that I wear reminds me of the
last time I saw my father alive. My Dad, Scotty, took ill
prior to my initiation and asked my father-in-law to stand
in for him. Shortly afterwards I was told that my dad was
diagnosed with a brain tumour. The race against time was
on and with the help of the brethren in Mystery Lodge in
Thompson, Manitoba, I was initiated, passed and scheduled to be raised in just shy of four months, all the while
hoping my Dad could make the ceremony. It was not to
Honour thy father...
be. On my last visit with my parents together, my Dad
In the days of operative Masonry, it was a great source of slumped over in his wheelchair and seemed oblivious of
pride when a son followed in his father’s footsteps and was anything going on around him. Once the visit was over,
Entered as an Apprentice, his name ‘entered’ on the roll, I hugged my mother and said goodbye and turned to my
and thereby admitted to the lodge. To study his father’s father and said, “The next time I see you, we will be Brothskills and learn to use his father’s tools were manifest ex- ers”. To my surprise he raised his hand to shake mine.
pressions of the greatest honour and esteem a son could
pay. It was common to carry on the tradition through sev- he had given me the pass grip of a master mason
eral generations in the same family.
He died of the brain tumour the following week. It was
It is a heart-warming day when a young man first shows a month later as I was raised and given the signs, tokens
interest in Freemasonry and asks his father how he might and words in the Third that I realized he had given me the
become a Mason, and it is a proud day when that son, in pass grip of a master mason. Needless to say, the roots of
the fullness of time, is admitted a member of his father’s Masonry run deep.
lodge by Initiation.
When a son of a Mason proudly wears the Lewis Jewel, it
The Lewis Jewel may be worn by a Mason, if at the time ought to impress upon all, this same moral. It personifies
of his Initiation, his father was a Mason in good standing, the final words of the General Charge – From generation
(the initiate of a deceased father–in good standing at the to generation.
time of his demise–would also qualify).
The Lewis Jewel consists of two bars connected by chains:
The upper bar contains the name of the father and date of
his Initiation.
The lower bar, the name of the son and date of his Initiation.

To moralize on…
On the day that King Solomon laid the foundation stone
of the Temple, beginning the construction of the great
building project conceived by his father David, but given
to his son to complete, the last words of King David may
have come to his mind. When the time of David’s death
drew near, he gave his last charge to his son Solomon: I am
going the way of all the earth.
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College of
Freemasonry
Enter to Learn, Go Forth To Serve

The College of Freemasonry,
under the authority of the
Grand Lodge of A.F. & A.M.
of Canada in the Province
of Ontario offers a modular
course of study in this Grand
Jurisdiction.
The modules cover studies
in:

Make the most of Masonry
through Learning
Explore its mysteries

•

Masonic Arts and Sciences
for Masons.

•

An Aspiring Worshipful Masters Course.

•

A Past Masters Course.

The learner may take an individual module, or enroll in
a whole course, depending
on his needs at the time, or
as set out in Section 50 (b)
of the Book of Constitution
for the position of DDGM
or Grand Registrar. A certificate will only be awarded
upon the satisfactory completion of all parts of a given course.
For Application &

Enjoy its privileges
“Ensuring the Timeless Vitality of Masonry in Ontario”
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CLICK HERE
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A Discussion Paper on Masonic Philosophy

by R.W. Bro. Garnet E. Schenk, FCF

The discussion of Masonic Philosophy for the Grand
Lodge of A.F. & A.M. of Canada in the Province of Ontario must of necessity start with the Mission Statement set
out by Grand Lodge. The statement reads as follows; “To
encourage a Way of Life, promote Fellowship, and Practice Universal Benevolence and one’s Faith for the Cause
of Good.”

“....one’s Faith for the Cause of Good.”
There are a number of definitions of philosophy that one
could quote but the important point is that whatever we
quote as a definition must somehow reflect the content of
the documents published or used by our Grand Jurisdiction. If the definition Masonic philosophy does not reflect
the established and accepted content Masonry might be
heading off in a direction leading away from the ancient
landmarks of the Order. The definition that I think captures the philosophy of Masonry in our jurisdiction is the
following: Philosophy of life is nothing more than the sincere attempt to answer the insistent and persistent questionings of the of the human mind as regards the origin,
nature, growth, development and the ultimate destiny of
human existence and the relation of man with the universe and T.G.A.O.T.U.
When a man becomes a Mason he is supposed to have
acquired a new way of looking at the world and human
life, and in that process to have become a better man. If
indeed, by becoming a Mason he has changed his attitude
for the better toward his own life and that of his fellowman, he is starting to build a sound philosophy of life. If
that be the case Masonry has than found its way to the
heart of the practitioner of the Masonic Art.
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“a Pilgrim of eternity”
As a Fraternity our Masonic tenets proclaim and eloquently convey the universal message that man is, in fact,
a Pilgrim of eternity. The Masonic philosophy of life enables the searcher to view life in its total magnitude and
in its infinite possibilities. The Noble Order is a beacon
of light for the Pilgrims to find their proper path in the
midst of materialism, conflicting ideologies and religious
differences in the world.
There is a continuity of ideas that have been known since
time immemorial: justice mercy, law, order, responsibility and many more absolute truths. The ceremonies of the
Order provide an essential base from which to understand
and interpret Masonic philosophy. In addition to the ritual, The Grand Lodge of Canada in the Province of Ontario provides resource material for its members based on
Masonic principles and tenets.. The task Grand Lodge has
undertaken is not to teach, but to encourage members to
want to learn through good philosophical statements. The
philosophy of Masonry is available to those who have the
desire to study and reflect its beliefs and concepts.
The Grand Lodge of Canada in the Province of Ontario
offers in its publications and materials a complete set of
learner’s kits for social, moral and spiritual reconstruction. Grand Lodge provides solid statements on Masonic
Philosophy, either directly or indirectly in each of its documents or publications.
I site two distinct the statements. The first in “Freemasonry Is It For Me?” we read the following; “Through the
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lessons, charitable work and fellowship amongst its members, Masonry stresses the principles of kindness and
consideration at home, honesty in business, courtesy towards others, dependability in one’s work, compassion for
the less fortunate and being a good citizen of the world.
In the same document we again get a feel for the practical
approach to philosophy in a statement about the “Aims
of the Fraternity.” It states: “As a fraternity, Masonry provides an opportunity for men to enjoy friendly companionship. It encourages good will towards all mankind. It
promotes self-improvement and teaches the basic principles of brotherly love, charity and truth, which Masons are
encouraged to practice in their daily lives.”

formation that Grand Lodge offers to its members to find
good, solid and practical philosophical statements that
beg to be read, understood and applied. The essentials of
Masonic philosophy must of necessity flow out of the ancient landmarks. The Mission Statement and the practical application of the philosophical statements discussed
above will help promote the Masonic ideals of reverence,
morality, kindness, honesty, dependability and compassion. The outcome indeed will be a world that is a better
place in which to live. So mote it be.

“pointing a man in the right direction”
The second statement is in a small tri-fold hand out entitled
“To a Masons Family – Welcome to the World of Freemasonry” contains a philosophical gem. It states that the Masonry is a philosophy for life and I quote; “In simple terms,
Masonry is primarily an educational institution, teaching
a moral way of life and an ethical code of behaviour based
on the Golden Rule: ‘always do to others what you would
have others do to you.’ Through a disciplined and systematic course of self-improvement a Mason endeavours to
become a ‘better man’ –self-exploration, self-discovery,
self-analysis, self-realization, and self-fulfillment. Masonry caters to the intellectual and spiritual needs of the individual by pointing a man in the right direction and then
guiding his way in the quest for greater knowledge, deeper
insight, and fuller understanding” .
Both of the above statements related to Masonic philosophy are practical, sensible and useful. When a man puts
the timeless precepts and time-honoured principles of
Freemasonry into practice, the world will indeed be a better place.
To use a few examples, the committee work by Protocol
and Etiquette, Masonic Education and B2B, all capture
something of the essential ethos of Masonic Philosophy.
While the programs of Grand Lodge do not carry wordy
philosophical statements, they do contain practical indepth information and data that helps the Mason apply
Masonic Philosophy to his life in everyday situations.
Behind each of these programs is a formula for practical
application of Masonic Philosophy that bridges the gap
between theory and practical application.
We need to search no further than the programs and in“Ensuring the Timeless Vitality of Masonry in Ontario”
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The Legacy of Bro. John G. C. Ambrose
by W. Bro. Michael Robling
On February 16, 1916, at age 36, John G. C. Ambrose was
initiated into Freemasonry at Ontario Lodge No. 26 in
Port Hope. He was passed to the second degree on March
16, 1917, and raised to the sublime degree of a Master Mason on April 23, 1917. On his application, his occupation
was listed as "Musician".

"Tulliallan" is a Gaelic word and is pronounced "tulach-aluinn" – it means "beautiful knoll").

Bro. David A. Goodsir had found and purchased the Grand
Lodge Certificate of Bro. John G. C. Ambrose in an antique
shop called “Ye Olde Curiosity Shoppe” in Dunblane, Scotland. He is interested in collecting Masonic antiquities, but
Many years later, on or around August 20, 2015, W. Bro. wanted to send this treasure back to Bro. Ambrose's MothRobling, Secretary of Ontario Lodge No.26, received an er Lodge. W. Bro. Robling contacted Bro. Goodsir and proemail and a telephone message from W. Bro. Dan Dig- vided him with the Lodge mailing address.
nard, the Managing Editor of Ontario Mason Magazine.
In his email, W. Bro. Dignard attached another email from Knowing that W. Bro. Dan Dignard would like to make
Bro. David A. Goodsir of Lodge St. John Tulliallan No. a story out of this in Ontario Mason Magazine, W. Bro.
598 which is located in Kincardine, Scotland. (Note that Robling also requested that Bro. Goodsir send a photograph of himself with the certificate. W. Bro. Robling received that photograph in an email on September 3, 2015
– it was a photograph of Bro. Goodsir and his Worshipful
Master, R.W.M. Tommy Cadberry, holding the certificate
within Lodge St. John Tulliallan No. 598.
On September 15, W. Bro. Robling received the Grand
Lodge Certificate of Bro. John G.C. Ambrose by post and
was quite amazed that it arrived undamaged since the
certificate was shipped with the frame, glass and all. The
certificate was accompanied by a letter from Bro. David.
A. Goodsir, which W. Bro. Robling read out in part to the
brethren of the Lodge at their regular meeting on September 17. W. Bro. Robling returned the favour and sent Bro.
Goodsir a photograph of himself and his Worshipful Master (W. Bro. Grant Parnell) receiving the certificate in Ontario Lodge No. 26.
V.W. Bro. Ralph Goheen and W. Bro. James Gilmer, both of
Ontario Lodge No. 26, provided some further information
regarding Bro. Ambrose including the fact that, after he received his Third Degree, he was deployed overseas to serve
in the Great War where he was killed in action – he gave his
life for King and Country.
Bro. Goodsir and R.W.M. Tommy Cadberry with
Bro. John C. Ambrose’s Grand Lodge certificate in
Kincardine Scotland.
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We still treasure his memory in our hearts. Later, his family
donated his pipe organ to Ontario Lodge. While that pipe
organ long since fell into disrepair, the plaque commemorating the donation of the organ is still displayed in the
upstairs foyer of Ontario Lodge. Wood from the organ was
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St. John Tullianllan Lodge No. 598 in Kncardine, Scotland.

subsequently used to make the pillars for the lesser lights
which still stand in the lodge room of Ontario Lodge No.
26 today.
We still don’t know how Bro. Ambrose’s Grand Lodge
Certificate came to be found in Scotland. Perhaps he
took it with him prior to deployment or perhaps his family moved to Scotland after his death. If anyone has further information, please contact the Secretary of Ontario
Lodge No. 26.

Pictured to the right:
From the left: W. Bro. Grant Parnell W.M. and W. Bro.
Robling with Bro. Ambrose’s Grand Lodge certificate
safely returned to Ontario Lodge No. 26.
“Ensuring the Timeless Vitality of Masonry in Ontario”
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Toronto Don Valley District

“Deli With the DD”
or

(How to enhance membership through increased socialization)

By: R.W. Bro. Sydney T. Schatzker

One of the problems that have constantly concerned me has been the declining membership and retention in Lodges across the province. Sure, we all know about the great
number of friends or that “Band of Brothers” that comprised many veterans who joined
Lodges after World War II have grown old, retired, gone South for the winter or have
unfortunately passed away. Their presence in Lodges is greatly missed and it unlikely we
will see a generation like this again.

So how do Lodges deal with declining membership and even if we were able
to attract more members, what does Masonry (or should I say what do we as
Masons) really offer so that we can retain our membership?

I faced that problem when I was the Master of my Lodge and realized that we were lacking in
social events outside of the once a month Lodge meeting. The brethren and their spouses or
partners were not socializing, and there was little friendship.
Don’t we expect something like this from a fraternal organization? Why do we refer to each
other as brothers? Is it just a title?
The solution was to implement more social events within the Lodge for the benefit of our
brethren and their friends and family and to keep it simple.
One such event was the once a month “brunch” meeting at a local restaurant. The brethren, their wives, partners, friends and family were all welcome. In time it became a much anticipated regular event with a lively
crowd of between 15 and 30 enjoying themselves outside of the Lodge
setting. Most important, many non-Masons began to attend and in time,
they developed a keen curiosity about Freemasonry. We would provide
them with a book called Freemasons for Dummies which would lead to
many questions and eventually an increasing number of applicants who
not only knew what they were joining; but already had made a number of
friends in the Lodge that were willing to mentor them.

When I was the DDGM this past year, I was challenged to find
ways to engage the brethren in my district.
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Based on the success in my own Lodge,
I sent an invitation by email to all the
Lodges to join me at “Wolfie’s Deli” in
north Toronto on a Sunday for lunch.
Wolfie’s by the way is also owned by a
Mason in our district.

The response was overwhelming. Within twenty four hours I
had to send a further email that the restaurant was now full.

For the second deli event, M.W. Bro.
John Green, our then Deputy Grand
Master drove an hour and a half to
join us for a colossal smoked meat
sandwich and two hours of fun and
mirth with the brethren of our district.
We have just completed round three and I feel that a
simple event like this will continue to draw the brethren, their friends and family and in so doing give our
Craft more visibility.

Whether you plan a Lodge or district event, remember that it is not about money or ritual. There is a time and a
place for everything. First and foremost, it must be friendship!

“Ensuring the Timeless Vitality of Masonry in Ontario”
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Previous Guest Speakers:

Dr. Susan Mitchell Sommers, 2015

Dr. Renee Laferty, 2014

R.W. Bro. Charles A. Sankey

Dr. Joy Porter, 2013

If you want to help and make a
donation, please contact:
MASONIC FOUNDATION OF ONTARIO
361 King St. West
Hamilton, ON L8P 1B4
Phone: (905) 527-9105
Fax: (905) 527-8859
www.masonicfoundation.on.ca
Reference Project No. 2937

Dr. Steven Bullock, 2012

GRAND LODGE OF A.F. & A.M. OF CANADA
IN THE PROVINCE OF ONTARIO
363 King St. West
Hamilton, ON Canada L8P 1B4
Phone: (905) 528-8644
Fax: (905) 528-6979
www.grandlodge.on.ca

Dr. Harland-Jacobs, 2011

Grand Lodge of Canada A. F. & A. M.
in the Province of Ontario

Brock University

Designed by: Mindpress Inc.

Dr. Andreas Önnerfors, 2010
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The Charles A. Sankey Lecture Series Presents

Dr. Andrew Prescott
Searching for the Apple Tree: What Happened in 1716?
Work jointly authored by Drs. Andrew Prescott and Susan M. Sommers

Sunday, March 20, 2016
3 p.m.
Sean O’Sullivan Theatre
Brock University
Dr. Andrew Prescott FSA FRHistS is Professor of Digital
Humanities, AHRC Theme Leader Fellow for Digital
Transformations, University of Glasgow. Dr. Prescott will be
delivering the lecture on work done jointly with Dr. Susan M.
Sommers Professor of History, Saint Vincent College in
Latrobe, Pennsylvania. They will be looking at the history of
the Apple Tree tavern, Covent Garden, where the first
meetings that led to the formation of the Grand Lodge in
London were supposedly held.
This annual lecture series is named in honour of R.W. Bro. Charles A. Sankey
(1905-2009) and is part of the partnership between the Grand Lodge of Canada in
the Province of Ontario and Brock University. Dr. Sankey served as Chancellor of
Brock University from 1969 to 1974. A renowned Masonic scholar, he was active in
all the concordant bodies of Masonry including the Ancient & Accepted Scottish Rite,
the Royal Order of Scotland, and Royal Arch Masons. His extensive collection of
rare Masonic books and papers is in the Special Collections of the James Gibson
Library at Brock, providing a rich resource for research scholars and students.
Tickets are required, but to enable university students to be exposed to this
exemplary speaker and program, they will be free.
Tickets will be available in early 2016. There will be a limit of 5 tickets per request.
More information about the Sankey Lecture Series can be found at
sankeylectures.ca

Ensuring the Timeless Vitality of Freemasonry in Ontario
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Garnet’s Corner Office

Thoughts on Communication and the Ritual
By R.W. Bro. Garnet E. Schenk, FCF
The following discussion paper addresses a few questions
related to communications in Freemasonry in our Grand
Jurisdiction, the Grand Lodge of A.F. & A.M. of Canada
in the Province of Ontario, Jurisdiction. They include the
following:
1. How is communications defined?
2. What do we mean by ritual?
3. Why is communications different for Masonry than
most other organizations?
4. What are some of the challenges?

Elements of Communication:

There are three commonly understood elements in the
communications process on the Lodge floor. They are
words, tone of voice, and body language. The first category,
words, is known as verbal communications. The last two
are known as nonverbal communications. All three play
a part in the communicating process. The ritual provides
the framework for the delivery of a lecture or a charge, but
the manner in which we deliver the material is the speaker’s responsibility. The onus is upon the lecturer or speaker
The aim of Freemasonry is to teach a way of life and to to use those three elements to connect with and engage
building character. Teaching and the building of charac- the candidate and the brethren in the process.
ter imply that instruction and useful information must be
communicated to preserve the timeless Masonic initiatory Communications is more than words. George Bernard
system as a framework for all good me to transform their Shaw recognized that fact years ago in his short crisp
lives through the enduring tenets of brotherly love, relief statement “The single biggest problem with communiand truth. Rebuilding The West Gate states that “Building cations is the illusion that it has taken place.” Research
is what Masonry is all about: building a better person, a shows that we start to make up our minds about other
better community, a better society and a better world all in people within the first seven seconds of meeting them.
that order.” That statement clearly indicates that commu- Protocol and Etiquette, dress code, posture, eye contact
nication must take place if the outcome is to be achieved. and how we position ourselves to work on the Lodge floor
“Ensuring the timeless vitality of Freemasonry in Ontar- are all part of making that first impression in the comio”, requires a good understanding of the communications munications process. I had the privilege to sit in Lodge at
process.
a visitors’ night recently when a candidate was initiated.
The Lecture in the E.A.D., generally given by the J.W., was
given by a guest lecturer who was a consummate commuDefinitions:
nicator. When he rose to start his work he established an
The New World Dictionary defines communications as immediate connection with the candidate through a few
the act of transmitting information, signals, or messages well-chosen words which made the candidate feel part of
by talk, gesture or writing. It is to impart or make known. the impending lecture. He not only connected with the
The definition also suggests a close sympathetic relation- candidate but also with every Mason in the Lodge that
ship as well as transmitting information through symbols. evening. He communicated the lesson as intellectual light
For the purpose of this paper I use the above statement as to every Mason’s mind. It was also visible that the lecturer
knew he connected with everyone in the Lodge. The canworking definition.
didate’s attention was given to every word, movement and
The word “Ritual” comes from the Latin word “ritualis” gesture with obvious anticipation.
which means ceremonial form. It is within that ceremo- Why do communications differ from that of communicanial form or framework that the ritual provides for an ex- tions in many other organizations?
pression of a continuity of ideas that can assist in ensuring
It differs from the fact that we have an abiding respect for
the timeless vitality of Freemasonry.
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the ancient landmarks and charges of the Order that we
are required to protect and uphold. If the landmarks were
removed it would not be Freemasonry. In the E.A.D we
learn that Masonry is a beautiful system of morality, veiled
in allegory and illustrated by symbols. That bit of knowledge indicates that there is a communications challenge
that few other organizations face when it comes to both
internal and external communications.

The task of every Mason is to strengthen the fundamental
principles of the Order, brotherly love, relief and truth and
bring into active operation the four cardinal virtues , temperance, fortitude, prudence and justice. To communicate
effectively we need to strengthen rhetoric. Rhetoric simply
stated is the art of effective or persuasive speaking to add
force and elegance to our words and it provides the opportunity to connect with the candidate and the Brethren.

Freemasonry as an organization is a principle centered
fraternity. Brotherly love, relief and truth are set out as
ideals in the charge in E.A.D. as well as in the final charge
in the Installation Ceremony. The ideal of a way of life and
the building of character that goes with it are not found
as a part of the strategic framework and structure many
other organizations. It does have an impact on how we
communicate internally and externally. The vision and
mission set out in Rebuilding the West Gate distinguishes
us and sets us apart.

Marshal McLuhan, a former communications guru is coming back into vogue. He coined the phrase “the medium is
the message”. That phrase is applicable to the communications processes in Freemasonry. We are the messengers
and we are the medium. It is how we are perceived, how
we act, live and conduct ourselves that will either raise and
confirm the profile of Masonry or detract from it. The effectiveness of the messenger, the message and the medium
has a big stake in raising the profile of Masonry internally
and externally.

Much of the process of communications for learning and
growth in Masonry is lateral rather than upward or downward. Examples include programs and material available
from Grand Lodge such as B2B, F2F, Officer Progression,
Mentoring and floor work can become very effective by
engaging people in the process of opening the mind to insight, understanding and knowledge.

The 80-20 rule or Pareto Principle seems to be alive and
well in Masonry as an organization. 80% of the work is
done by 20% or less of the members. Proper use of the
Grand Lodge communication tools such as B2B, F2F,
Mentoring Programs, Officer Progression and the College
of Freemasonry Courses are effective tools to expand the
20% ratio of the rule. Effective use of the communications
tool kit will assist in ensuring the timeless vitality of Freemasonry in this Grand Jurisdiction.

Challenges:

Non-verbal communications is much more important in Closing Thoughts:
Masonry than many members realize. Protocol and Etiquette, dress code, posture, tone of voice, gestures, eye We are what we repeatedly do. Excellence, then, is not an
contact and how we position ourselves to work on the
act but a habit.
Lodge floor are all part of effective communications for The things that matter most should never be at the mercy
Lodge work. Our conduct, what we do act are important
of things that matter least.
aspects of communications. The sense of commitment, The four cornerstones of communications are: consistenour energy level and emotional conviction that we display
cy, sincerity, courtesy and
add to the impact of how we portray and convey an idea.
friendliness.
The range of interpretation that we can provide to the canWe communicate the meaning of the Craft by how we
didate through non-verbal communication is a powerful
live the Craft.
tool.
The outcomes of our Masonic conduct are in a sense intangible; they can be observed in active operation, they can
be understood, internalized and lived, but not handled or References:
The Book of the Work, The Grand Lodge A F. & A.M. of Canada in the Province of
touched. We are instructed to let our actions distinguish Ontario.
the Challenge, The Grand Lodge A F. & A.M. of Canada in the Province of
us as men and as Masons for the cause of good. We are Meeting
Ontario.
never to proclaim what we have done, will do or can but Masonic Manual, The Grand Lodge A F. & A.M. of Canada in the Province of Ontario.
Habits of Effective People, Steven Covey, (Simon & Shuster)
where need is we take up the challenge to accomplish our Seven
Winning Body Language by Mark Bowden, (McGraw Hill)
work in the sphere of our daily life.
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