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W. Bro. Dan Dignard
Brethren,
I hope that you have all had a wonderful Summer with friends and family and
are now ready to get to the Work in Lodge. You may notice while attending
Lodge meetings this Fall that some of the members of your lodge have moved
away for work or are now unable to attend lodge due to age or health concerns.
Take the time to visit your brothers who can not come to Lodge and keep in
contact with those that have had to move away due to work or family.
You may notice another change in Lodge this Fall and this is one change that
I have seen myself since 2012. In 2012 I was the Master of my Lodge and had
always respected the support and comments provided to me by the Past Masters of my Lodge. These were the brothers who had come before me and always
made a point of correcting the Ritual or commenting on “the Way” things
should be done in Lodge.
Many of these Past Masters I relied on are now unable to attend Lodge due to
poor health or limitations for driving at night. As a “newer” Past Master I now
find myself stepping into their role. I now comment on how things should be
done and remark on the traditions of our Lodge.
I am now the grumpy old Past Master and I have finally come to appreciate the
journey required to get to that point. I also embrace the chance to help mentor
the younger officers and provide support and encouragement when needed.
Nothing pleases me more that to remind my Master about “the Way” things
should be done in our Lodge.
I hope you take the time to appreciate your Grumpy Old Past Masters.
Sincereley and Fraternally,
W. Bro. Dan Dignard
Managing Editor/Team Lead
Ontario Mason Magazine
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Hear Ye, Hear Ye
Coming in November 2017 in the greater Toronto area in the
Province of Ontario
A celebration of the founding of the Grand Lodge of England in 1717.
Three hundred years of Freemasonry.
Relive the age of reason
Experience the past and an event that shaped Modern history
A SPECTACULAR “WEEKEND” CELEBRATION OF THE CRAFT
featuring
A GRAND BALL of HISTORIC PROPORTIONS – “formal or period attire!”
Followed by a day at the Goose and Gridiron Tavern being taken back to...
THE EVENTS SURROUNDING THE BEGINNINGS OF SPECULATIVE FREEMASONRY
Come join Isaac Newton, Christopher Wren, James Anderson, John Desaguliers, Anthony Sayer,
The Duke of Montagu and many other participants who took part in the historic events that
created the Oldest and Most Influential Fraternity.

For More Information, email masonry300@gmail.com
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Congratulations to
Dr. Peter Hollings,
recipient of the 2015 NSERC
Distinguished Researched Award.

Dr. Peter Hollings (middle) received the NSERC Distinguished Researcher Award, presented by Dr. Grazia Viola,
Chair of the Senate Research Committee, and Dr. Brian
Stevenson, President and Vice-Chancellor of Lakehead
University.
Lakehead University’s Research and Innovation Awards
Reception was held on Thursday, March 12, 2015 to celebrate the dedication and excellence of researchers and
students.
Dr. Peter Hollings, Chair of the Department of Geology
received the NSERC Distinguished Researcher Award.

The Distinguished Researcher Award is the highest honour conferred by Lakehead for research and scholarly activity.
“I have spent the last 13 years building a research team
at Lakehead that focused on the origin of ore deposits
around the world – and to have that work recognized in
this way is a huge honour,” Dr. Hollings said.
“I have always worked to build teams and collaborations.
This award would not have been possible without my
research and industry partners, and most of all, my students,” he said.
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Dr. Hollings is also the Director of Lakehead’s Centre
of Excellence for Sustainable Mining and Exploration
launched in 2013.

continuing his research into the relationship between igneous petrogenesis and mineralisation in Northwestern
Ontario, the Philippines and South America. Hollings is
currently the Chair of the Department of Geology and DiIn 2008, Dr. Hollings was awarded the William Harvey rector of the Centre of Excellence for Sustainable Mining
Gross medal by the Mineral Deposits Division of the and Exploration, both at Lakehead University. Hollings
Geological Association of Canada. He has published50 lives happily in Thunder Bay with his wife Jill and their
peer-reviewed publications in internationally recognized pack of dachshunds. He joined Kaministiquia Lodge No
journals, 22 of those as first author, and has been success- 584 G.R.C. (Thunder Bay) in 2007, passed to the second
ful in securing major research funding from government degree in a month later and raised to the sublime degree
and industry while at Lakehead University.
of MM only two months after that. He was the worshipful
master in 2014, and currently serves as Director of Cere“Congratulations to all of our researchers and thank you monies for the Lodge.
for everything you do,” said Dr. Andrew Dean, Vice-President (Research, Economic Development and Innovation).
“The impact of research and innovation at Lakehead University is even more significant because of your contributions,” Dr. Dean added.
Managing Editor’s Note:
The above article was reprinted with permission from
the website of Lakehead University. Below is a brief
biography for W. Bro. Hollings. We congratulate him on
this amazing achievement.
Dr. Hollings moved to Canada from the UK in 1994 to
work on his Ph.D. at the University of Saskatchewan and
where he also met his wife Jill. Having spent two years in
Australia working at the University of Tasmania he joined
the faculty at Lakehead University in 2001 where he is

Free Subscriptions to
The

ONTARIO M

SON

Magazine

You can have the Ontario Mason delivered direct to your inbox as soon as it is published!
Click on this ad and send us your contact information we will send you a copy of our magazine
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Since 1958 the Blood Donor Committee of the
Grand Lodge of A. F. & A. M. of Canada in Province of Ontario
has worked hard to ensure that all Masons know about the work of the of
Canadian Blood Services and are encouraged to give Blood!

“The good news is that just one donation can save up
to three lives!”

MasonicBloodDonors...
It’s in us to give.
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Kids Fishing Day
by V.W. Bro. Robert Black

On July 9, 2016 Albion Lodge No. 109 G.R.C. (Harrowsmith) hosted the sixth annual Kids Fishing Day.
The Fishing Day is held in conjunction with the Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry approved week that allows
anyone to fish without a fishing license. The goal is to (hopefully) recruit more anglers in Ontario. This event is open to
the kids, grand kids, step kids, nieces and nephews of Albion Brethren. The event was held on the property of Robert
and Marilyn Greenwood on Loughborough Lake (North of Kingston).
Ten kids participated. When the kids were tired/bored with fishing we headed to the Lodge for a BBQ, and to hand out
prizes. Every participant received a prize.
V.W. Bro. Robert Black (who organizes the event) would like to thank the Brethren who helped out and especially Robert and Marilyn Greenwood for the use of their property.
A good time was had by all, and everyone is looking forward to next years Kids Fishing Day.
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CANADA’S VIMY
OAKS SOLDIER

Lieutenant Leslie H. Miller, a soldier with the Canadian
Expeditionary Force (1914-1919), sent oak acorns to
Canada that he had gathered up after the battle of Vimy
Ridge – April 1917.

These acorns are now large majestic oaks that inhabit his
old farm, today the home of the Scarborough Chinese
Baptist Church, in the province of Ontario in Canada.
The ‘Great War’ wiped out all the trees in the Vimy area
but the foresight of Lieutenant Miller allows us the possibility of repatriating young Vimy Oak seedlings to their
original territory of Vimy Ridge one hundred years later.
Leslie Miller was born October 5, 1889 on the family farm
in Scarborough, Ontario. His Canadian family was of
German origin. They immigrated to the United States of
America around 1740. And in 1792, while the family lived
in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, Nicholas Miller, Leslie
Miller’s great-great-grandfather, was invited by Governor
John Graves Simcoe to come to Upper Canada (present
day Ontario) and build the government’s first industrial
facility - a sawmill – on the Humber River. It was complet- He first crossed the Channel to Le Havre, France in October 1915 going from there via train to the France-Belgium
ed in 1793 assisted by Queen’s Rangers.
frontier just south of Messines (Ploeg Street), where he
Over the years, the Miller family descendants have con- entered the line. At that time, in that area, each side was
tributed to the foundation of Canadian society in the using raids on the front lines of their opponents to gain
information.
fields of industry, business and politics.
Leslie Miller was a learned man who loved people, nature
and languages (French, German, Greek, Hebrew, Spanish,
and English). His goal was to be a teacher. Following his
studies at the University of Toronto he went out to Saskatchewan to teach. It was while there in October 1914
that he enlisted in the 24th Border Horse of Weyburn, Saskatchewan. In December 1914, he was sent to Winnipeg,
Manitoba and joined the Signal Corp. The weather was
very severe and the 32nd Battalion, which Leslie had been
assigned to, did not leave for Halifax, Nova Scotia via train
until February 1915. After sailing across the Atlantic they
finally arrived at the army camp in Shorncliffe, England
the night of the first gas attack at Ypres, 22 April 1915.
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Lieutenant Miller spent most of his war years in the NordPas de Calais region of France.
The Signal Corp. (Communications) enabled him to
master the means of communication and to train other
soldiers. He implemented communication networks and
listening stations, ensured that the messages and instructions were transmitted via Morse code, (Fuller) telephone
and he traversed the battusing his knowledge of astronomy to guide him. His mastery of languages particularly important to the interpretation of intercepted German
messages.
Although present at most of the horrifying battles of the
Ontario Mason Magazine Summer 2016

Great War his war diary is largely devoted to the friendships he cultivated with local French families, his fellow
soldiers and the nature he discovered around him.
Upon returning to Canada, Lieutenant Miller was unable,
for health reasons to resume his teaching career. His father
gave him 24 acres of the family farm where his Vimy Oaks
were growing, and he named his land “The Vimy Oaks”.
Ten of these centenarians of French origin oaks soar into
the sky today. Young shoots obtained from these great
symbolic trees are now in the nursery awaiting their return to Vimy Ridge to create a living memorial to honour
the memory of all those who fought; connecting modern
Canada and modern France; reaffirming our comradeship with France and her people; underscoring Canada
and Canadians’ commitment to “Standing on Guard” for
freedom and liberal democracy.
Lest We Forget

Please go to the Vimy Oaks website to make donations to
this cause.
http://www.vimyfoundation.ca/vimy-100/vimy-oaks/
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Letting Masonry shine in the Public
Light - Waterford Museum Exhibit
Celebrating the 150th anniversary of Brant Masonic District, and 300 years since the formation of the First Grand
Lodge; Waterford Museum is displaying a wonderful Masonic Exhibit which any Brother in the area would be pleased
to view.
Anyone seeking more information should contact V.W. Bro. Ronald Anderson, the Historian of Wilson Lodge No.
113 G.R.C. (Waterford).

Above: The placard with the history of Waterford Lodge on it.
To the right: Several pictures of the items on display.
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Submissions to

The factual accuracy of the article is the contributor’s responsibility. The opinions expressed by
the author do not necessarily reflect those of The Grand Lodge of A. F. & A. M. of Canada in the
Province of Ontario, or the Ontario Mason Magazine Team.
PHOTOS: Need to be sent as jpeg attachments with a minimum of 300 dpi resolution, with a file
name that clearly outlines the intent of the photo’s contents. Pictures embedded into other text
documents will likely not be used
CAPTIONS: All photos must have suggested captions of 50 words or less including correct names
and Masonic ranks of everyone in the photo, as well as a suggested title that includes the name of
the Lodge and District represented.
NEWS & FEATURES:
All articles must include:
• Author’s name, Masonic rank & contact: Electronically, by phone and regular mail.
• A brief (25 to 50 word) biography of the author or how he is involved with the contents of the
article.
• The article itself should be between 400 and 900 words, longer articles will also be accepted
but may be edited for length.
• Suggested “pull quotes” from the article carefully chosen as eye catchers for the casual reader
who will then be enticed into reading the article.
• A minimum of four or five photos or illustrations that the editors and designer can choose to
enhance the feature article in the magazine.

• PDF file submissions will not be accepted.
All submissions become the property of the Ontario Mason Magazine.
All submissions are subject to editing for content and length, and may be used in any
manner the committee sees fit.

Articles may be submitted to : OMM@grandlodge.on.ca
Deadline for Submissions November 7, 2016.
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The Charles A. Sankey Lecture Series
Previous Guest Speakers:
The 2016 Sankey Lecture

Professor Andrew Prescott

R.W. Bro. Charles A. Sankey

If you want to help and make a
donation, please contact:
Dr. Renee Laferty, 2014

Dr. Steven Bullock, 2012

Dr. Susan Mitchell Sommers, 2015

Dr. Joy Porter, 2013

MASONIC FOUNDATION OF ONTARIO
361 King St. West
Hamilton, ON L8P 1B4
Phone: (905) 527-9105
Fax: (905) 527-8859
www.masonicfoundation.on.ca
Reference Project No. 2937
GRAND LODGE OF A.F. & A.M. OF CANADA
IN THE PROVINCE OF ONTARIO
363 King St. West
Hamilton, ON Canada L8P 1B4
Phone: (905) 528-8644
Fax: (905) 528-6979
www.grandlodge.on.ca

Grand Lodge of Canada A. F. & A. M.
in the Province of Ontario

Dr. Harland-Jacobs, 2011

Dr. Andreas Önnerfors, 2010

Brock University

Designed by: Mindpress Inc.
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College of
Freemasonry
Enter to Learn, Go Forth To Serve

The College of Freemasonry, under the authority of
the Grand Lodge of A.F. &
A.M. of Canada in the Province of Ontario offers a
modular course of study in
this Grand Jurisdiction.
The modules cover studies
in:

Make the most of Masonry
through Learning
Explore its mysteries

Enjoy its privileges
Page 16

•

Masonic Arts and Sciences
for Masons.

•

An Aspiring Worshipful
Masters Course.

•

A Past Masters Course.

The learner may take an
individual module, or enroll in a whole course, depending on his needs at
the time, or as set out in
Section 50 (b) of the Book
of Constitution for the
position of DDGM or Grand
Registrar. A certificate will
only be awarded upon the
satisfactory completion of
all parts of a given course.
For Application &
Information
CLICK HERE
Ontario Mason Magazine Summer 2016

Help! College of Freemasonry Courses
By: R.W. Bro. Frederick C. Hoffner, FCF
Arkona Lodge No. 307 G.R.C. (Arkona)
The information to be gained from completing Courses offered by the College of Freemasonry is important and useful.
In addition you should expect to enjoy the courses, and to complete them in an efficient straight forward manner. I
draw your attention to an approach which will permit you to do just that.
Your first job is to understand the source material and how to find answers to the course questions. Aeons ago I took
a course on how to take a course, how to read a book, and how to study. I am not surprised to find this approach is
explained on the internet, and is still in vogue, (The SQ3R – Reading/Study System). SQ3R is an acronym formed from
the words or five steps which describe a reading comprehension method: Survey, Question, Read, Recite and Review.
Before you read, Survey:
Select a book and take a look at it. Look at the title of the book, note when it was revised and who the author is. Also,
look at the table of contents and the index, thumb through the book, and look at chapter headings, pictures, and quotes,
survey the introductory and concluding paragraphs and summary.
Question while you are surveying, and write your questions down:
A careful survey permits you to form some questions in your mind which you should write down and answer when
you read the book.
Read:
When you read, look for answers to the questions raised. Reduce your speed for difficult passages and stop and reread
parts which are not clear. Read only a section or a portion at a time
Recite after you've read a section:
Recite means to sit back in your chair, and think about what you have just read. Summarize it in your mind. Take notes
from the text but write the information in your own words. Note the more senses you use the better the learning is:
seeing, saying, hearing, writing! I like to use a piece of paper folded in half on which I note the page numbers and a
summary of points and facts, or answers to my questions and my comments which I may wish to review later. (I make
three columns, for the page no., quotes, and my comments.) This piece of paper doubles as my book mark. Sometimes
I use sticky notes. But, I never bend the corner of a page! After reciting, it is a good idea to take a short walk, to take a
break, and refresh your mind and body.
Review:
Review is an ongoing process, and you will do this again and again as you complete the course.
A trick to help you understand is to focus on the general (books) first, then look at the detail and specific (books), to
go from the big picture to the little picture. For example, consider reading Meeting the Challenge and The Masonic
Manual before trying to get a grasp of the Constitution of the Grand Lodge.
“Ensuring the Timeless Vitality of Masonry in Ontario”
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Now that you are armed with the knowledge to complete the course, your challenge is to compose your answers in a
way that will garner the best marks. Your task is to communicate effectively to your Mentor. This requires more skill
than you might think. Please appreciate that the Mentor does not know you, he doesn’t know your age, your rank,
your education, your IQ, and he does not care. He does not know how hard you worked or how much knowledge and
wisdom you have or how deserving you are. He knows only what you tell him by typed answer to the course question.
All answers (except answers calling for your opinion) require a reference to a source. The reference conveys to the
Mentor that you know where to find the answer, you know your way around the source books. The benefit is very convenient and important knowledge, particularly useful if you become a leader in the Craft. You may say with confidence,
“that is a good question. I would like to check my references. I will get back to you directly.” It is like using a dictionary
to assure your spelling is correct.
Not all source books are created equal. It is possible, for example, that the “Book of Constitution” may conflict with
other source books like “The Masonic Manual,” especially because these other sources are updated only every few years.
The Constitution of Grand Lodge, The Book of the Work, the By-Laws of your Lodge, the Installation Ceremony, and
the Memorial Service are of the highest authority and take precedence over all other sources. If the answer may be
found in more then one source book including those of the highest authority as listed above, use the highest authority
as your source.
Give the poor Mentor a break, please! Try to use sources that are suggested and are therefore available to all students
and the Mentor. You may have the right answer because you attended a Lodge of Instruction but you may not get full
marks because you have not demonstrated that you know were to find the answer in a source book. Your education and
career may mean you have the ability to answer a question without consulting the source books, but I submit that you
should be humble. For example, you may be a Chartered Professional Accountant answering a question on budgeting.
Rather then referring to your education and thirty years of experience, why not simply refer to a page in the suggested
source book. Similarly, do not use a source such as a Lodge, or a book not on the suggested list, or a source that neither
the other students nor your Mentor is likely familiar with. Doing so will just make life difficult for what purpose. For
additional marks demonstrate that you know your way around the suggested source books.
But, giving the correct reference may not be enough for a full mark answer. You must also convey to the Mentor that
you have read, and have knowledge and understanding of the source. This attention to detail does seem particularly
silly when you refer to a section in the Constitution of the Grand Lodge, but the course is all about “show and tell” just
like in school. Otherwise, how does your mentor know what you know?
Use you best sales approach. Answers from books such as “Whence Come We,” are more convincing when summarized in your own words. The answers may be shorter, more interesting to read, and convey to the mentor your strong
grasp of the knowledge.
The ‘opinion question’ or what is your opinion? An understanding of how you should answer the opinion question may
be illustrated through this anecdote. Sometimes a business man must make a decision using his “gut feeling.” This is
not a guess. It is what he uses after he has attained all the experience, information and advice he can obtain in regards
to the decision he must make. Please read your source books before answering the opinion question. Note, an opinion
question does not require a reference to a source.
Some final important points:
• Adding some white space between your answers may go a long way toward making your module more read
able and your mentor happy.
• Also, don’t just answer the question in the narrowest sense. Expand your answer a little and show your broad
knowledge and understanding.
•Make sure you correctly understand the question before you begin to answer it.   
•Lastly, consider putting the completed module aside for two or three days, review it again, then submit it.  
Page 18

Ontario Mason Magazine Summer 2016

Surviving the College courses is a little bit like going through the “chairs,” and learning “The Work.” If you have a positive attitude and take a solid approach, it will be a most rewarding and enjoyable experience. Your completed modules
will be a worthy addition to your library. Good luck!
1) Note that for some modules you may have to visit the library, or the internet for a source in addition to any suggested.

Update on the Hamilton Learning Centre for
Children
by Dave Warrington
The initiation of the Learning Center for Children has progressed significantly since the application process was originated. Like any well-oiled organizations, enthusiasm will overcome most obstacles and sheer conviction will guide us
to the next step.
Not unlike the process of joining a Lodge, we didn't really have a clear view of what we were getting ourselves into, nor
did we truly understand the level of commitment required to reach our goals.
That certainly changed as we prepared for the First Love of Learning Gala which will be held on Oct 15th, 2016, at Liuna Station, Hamilton. At the ready is the Royal Hamilton Light Infantry Orchestra, dance band, and the entertainment
for the evening is our very own Patrick McKenna, best known for portraying Red Green's nerdy techno geek nephew
Harold. That along with an auction where six luxury packages are offered as well, a silent auction, we know this black
tie event will be a magnificent opportunity in the advancement to make Dyslexia history.
We are rounding third base with our efforts to becoming incorporated as well a fully registered charity, while our choice
of location for the Learning Center was as natural as progressing from a Craft Lodge to the Scottish Rite Degrees. The
home located immediately behind the Scottish Rite will be undergoing a complete makeover to become a state of the
art teaching facility.
Lastly, and certainly another significant step in our program to launch the Center, is the play, A Rose Upon The Altar,
being presented at two showings on November 27th, at the Scottish Rite in Hamilton. This Masonic play originally
written by Carl H. Claudy has been re-written for the enjoyment of everybody, including non-Masons.
To reserve/order tickets call (905) 522-1622 or contact any committee member. This link will take you to the Learning
Center for Children website for additional details. http://dyslexiacentrehamilton.com/index.htm
We still have a long way to travel before the first student sits in a classroom, however our passion and conviction to
Dyslexic children is eternal.
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This t-shirt was seen at Grand Lodge this year.
Are you the owner of this t-shirt or do you
have a design to share with us.
We are looking for your designs and ideas.

Share your designs with us at
omm@grandlodge.on.ca and we will feature
them in an upcoming issue of the
Ontario Mason Magazine.
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THE EVOLUTION OF THE
MASONIC RITUAL
by V.W. Bro. Barry D. Thom, P.M. Lodge McLeod #27
Grand Lodge of Newfoundland and Labrador
Note from the Editor:
The following article was submitted by a reader in response to an article featured in our Spring edition titled “An
Introduction to the First Step” By R.W. Bro. Inglis. V.W. Bro. Thom humbly suggests that there was an inaccuracy
in the original article due to the statement that an E.A. in ancient operative Masonry took an oath on the V.O.S.L.,
even though the Holy Bible was not available to them at that time.
It can (and has on other occasions) been successfully argued that the definition of the V.O.S.L. extends beyond a
purely Christian way of thinking.
The Ontario Mason Magazine is committed to providing a forum for discussing Masonic researches, and given the
vast history of our Craft, differences of opinion are to be expected; as they can help Brethren to discover for themselves, the rich history and sub text that lies within Masonry.
Three grades of operative Masons were in existence from
the earliest times. They were the indentured Apprentices
who were bound to a Fellow or Master, usually for seven
years. Then came the Fellow or Fellowcraft, a workman
who had completed his training and finally the Master
also called the Master Mason. The Master was merely a
Fellowcraft with the administrative ability and skill to operate a business and employ other workman.

series of Instructions, Duties, Trade Regulations and observances for the guidance of the members of the Craft,
both in their everyday life and in their work as Masons.

He then took a simple oath of fidelity to the king, to the
Master Mason and to the Craft. He agreed to obey the regulations and never bring the Craft to shame. At this time
there are no penalties mentioned. Also the many documents state that at that time, there was only one ceremony,
Bro. Henry Coil states that in the beginning operative therefore, it must have been for the fully trained Mason,
grades were not degrees. He says, “the term degree relates the fellow of Craft. An Apprentice was the chattel of his
to a secret ceremony of admission or advancement”. This Master and could be bought and sold. It wasn’t for another
would include secret words, signs, grips etc that would be 150 years that laws were passed recognizing the status of
withheld from those of a lower degree. In the case of an Apprentices and so we see the development of a second
operative Mason the secrets were the same for all grades”. degree starting.
Coil goes on to say that, “Grades were formed into degrees
after the formation of the first Grand Lodge of England in At some time before 1598 the two-grade system in Scot1717.”
tish Lodges was firmly established but it was not until
1696 that we find the recorded details in the Edinburgh
The oldest known Masonic record is the Regius Manu- Register House Manuscript. It listed the procedures and
script dated circa 1390. In it we find that the meeting was secret words relating to the ceremonies.
opened with a prayer, and then the legendary history of Having served about three years of their Apprenticeship,
the Craft was read out. The history starts off with Lamech, before actually entering the Lodge, the candidates were
who is mentioned in the 4th chapter of Genesis, and comes admitted with a ceremony that gave them the rank of "Enright down, in some Ceremonies, to the time of King Hen- tered-Apprentice". The form that was used in the past was
ry VI of England. The candidate was brought forward; he still carried on; however the oath was much changed. I
placed his hand on whatever Manuscript the Lodge was in will now read it to you in old English, “By God himself
possession of. A senior Brother held this book before him. and you shall answer to God when you shall stand nak’d
He was then given the Charges in general. These were a before him, at the great day, you shall not reveal any pairt
Page 22
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of what you shall hear or see at this time whither by word
nor wryte nor put it in wryte at any time, nor draw it with
the point of a sword, or any other instrument upon the
snow or sand, nor shall you speak of it but with an Entered
Mason, so help you God.”
Brethren, you have just heard the earliest version of the
words we use today, “Indite, carve, mark, engrave or otherwise them delineate'. At this time, there was no penalty
in the obligation. After the obligation the candidate was
taken out of the Lodge by the last previously initiated Mason before him. There he learns the sign, postures and
words necessary for entry into the Lodge. On returning
to the Lodge he would give the words of entry, he salutes
the Master and Brethren, finishing up with the words
'under no less pain than the cutting of my throat'. After
having given the sign, he was then brought to the Master for the 'entrusting of the words'. His guide whispers
the words into the ear of his neighbour, who whispers the
word to the next man and so on clockwise all around the
Lodge, until it comes to the Master who then whispers the
words into the candidate’s ear. The words for the Entered
Apprentice started with B and J. After that there was a Catechism of 15 questions and answers.
After seven years the E.A. was made a fellow of the Craft
or Fellowcraft. The candidate repeated his former oath.
The procedure was still the same as an E.A. but this time
he is taken out of the Lodge by the youngest Master. Upon
returning the master gives him the Master’s word, upon
the F.P. of F.
By 1670 there is still no indication of floor work or of a
ceremony for opening and closing a Lodge. The ritual was
not written down but passed along by word of mouth.
Each Lodge would add or try new things along the way
and if they were happy with the additions then they were
incorporated.
The Sloane MS, dated circa 1700 gives various grips and
modes of recognition that had not appeared in any document before. It gives a new form of the Mason's oath that
contains the words “without equivocation or mental reservation”. A later paragraph speaks of the word that we
give today in the 3rd degree on the F.P. of F. The Dumfries
manuscript, dated circa 1710 tells of a cable tow being used
and the Obligation taken while kneeling on the left knee.
So at the formation of the first Grand Lodge in 1717, two
degrees existed. The Graham Manuscript of 1726 refers to
three degrees. In that same year, Lodge Dumbarton Kil-

winning, of Scotland, shows in their minutes that a 3rd
degree was conferred. You must remember that almost
nothing was written down, everything had to be verbally
passed along. There were occasions when it was written
out only to be destroyed in full or part by an overzealous
Brother, “lest it fall into strange hands”, they said.
In 1730, Samuel Pritchard published his famous expose,
“MASONRY DISSECTED”, told of a three-degree system.
Now only the Pillar of B. belonged to the E.A. The first degree included three sets of penalties for a total of 12 words,
plus the Obligation.
The F.C. degree had a lot of new material relating to the
pillars, the middle chamber, the winding stairs, and a long
recitation on the letter G, which began with the meaning
“Geometry” and ended denoting “The Grand Architect
and Contriver of the Universe”. In this degree we see that
the Pillar of J. now belongs to the F. C. In the F.C. degree
the Candidate received the Sns, Tkn and Wds, but no obligation, except perhaps a repetition of the E.A.’s.
The M.M.’s degree was not a new invention. It arose first
from a division of the original E.A. degree into two parts,
then the second degree, with its FPOF and a word was
moved up into the 3rd. There was no Obligation except a
repetition of that used in the 2nd degree. Both the second
and third degrees acquired additional materials during
the period of change. This all took place was sometime
between 1711 and 1725, but whether it started in England,
Scotland, or Ireland is a mystery; we simply do not know.
No reference to H.A.B. or the legend is to be found in
Masonic writings prior to 1723. This makes it very clear
that this part of the third degree was introduced by the
Speculative Masons sometime after that date. Historians
of Masonry all agree that the evolution of the three-degree system was more or less a direct result of the change
over from the Operative practice of Masonry to that of
Speculative Masonry. With the creation of a second and
third degree, Obligations had to be developed along with
the necessary ritual to open and close the Lodge in those
degrees.
From 1717 until 1729 Lodges had no names or numbers
but were known only by the name of the tavern were they
held their meetings. Warrants or Charters didn’t always
exist. Some Lodges received their warrant long after they
had formed. “Time-immemorial Lodges were formed
without Grand Lodge sanction. These Masonic Lodges
probably had a copy of one of the Manuscripts that stated
the Ancient charges, regulations and history of the order.
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“Deputations” were given in order to form Lodges in the
countryside or overseas, as it was impossible for GL to
attend and consecrate all Lodges. Masonic certificates
were not issued in the beginning. One has been found, issued by the Irish in 1746. Most were destroyed upon the
death of a Brother. The Antient GL, 1751, saw the start of
Masons receiving Certificates.
The formation of the first Grand Lodge saw many changes to the ritual. In the beginning, the second and later the
third degree could only be conferred in Grand Lodge, but
as new Lodges were added to the original four, this became impossible, and within a few years all Lodges were
allowed to work all three degrees. By 1723 there were 30
speculative Lodges. The United Grand Lodge of England
was formed in 1813 and with it many more changes came
about. This resulted in the creation of the ritual known as
Emulation and that is still in use today.
References:
1.
Evolution of Masonic Ritual by Wor. Bro. Norman Spencer United Masters Lodge, New Zealand
2.
FreeMasonry through Six Centuries by Henry
Coil Sr.
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150th Anniversary
in 2017

So here’s a skill testing question for you:

What is turning 150 years old in July 2017?
Well, you wouldn’t be wrong if you said the Dominion
of Canada; but you would be equally correct if you said
Simpson Lodge No. 157 G.R.C. (Newboro).
Simpson Lodge holds the honour of sharing this important milestone with the Country; and just like special events
are being planned across Canada, so we are marking this
event with a special commemoration on July 28/29 2017.
Details of the weekend will follow but a special Lodge
meeting is planned, a boat excursion from Newboro to
Westport and a highlight dinner in Westport will be part
of it. Sunday will involve a divine worship service followed by light refreshments.
Plan to join us for this auspicious occasion by marking
it on your calendars. For more information contact Bro.
Ross Lambert at 613-359-1198.
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The Only Thing Constant is Change
Recognition and Appreciation:
This August, MASONICh.I.P. will have accomplished nine years of operating free Child Identification Clinics for the
public. During that time period we can be proud to say that we have completed and issued, at our own cost, over 66,100
identification kits that are Amber Alert compatible and a valuable tool for law enforcement should a child go missing.
This is not possible without the ongoing, untiring efforts of our volunteers who deliver our program face-to-face with
the public while representing the good work Freemasons continue to do in our communities.
Thank you also to the Members of the Board, and Officers of the Masonichip Foundation of Ontario, who continue to
support the work of providing completed child ID kits to the public.
I want to recognize the work that Mr. Peter Dunlop executed as Program Director. He stepped in, rolled up his sleeves
straightaway and took on the role with purpose and determination. Peter will be stepping down shortly as he has
moved out-of-province. Thank you on behalf of everyone at MASONICh.I.P. Ontario. You have made a difference!
We wish you continued success in your next endeavour.
Introducing our new Program Director should be known to many of you in the MASONICh.I.P community and
within our Craft. Mr. Zavar Byramjee has been with the program from the outset, currently serving as the Regional Coordinator for Western GTA Region and recently as the Secretary for the Board of Directors of the Masonichip
Foundation of Ontario. As Program Director, Zavar is also appointed as the vice-president of the Masonichip Foundation of Ontario.
Replacing Zavar as Secretary is Mr. John Williams. John has been married for over 20 years to his lady Barbara and
together they reside in Oakville. They have one daughter, two sons and three wonderful grandchildren.
John became a member of Wilson Lodge No. 86 G.R.C. (Toronto) in 1991, and was installed as Worshipful Master in
1997. He affiliated with Trafalgar Lodge No. 712 G.R.C. (Oakville) in 2009 and was their Worshipful Master in 2014.
Please join me in welcoming these gentlemen in their new positions in the program. I trust you will continue to give
them your assistance and support, and they will assist you in your MASONICh.I.P. efforts.
Congratulation to the District Deputy Grand Masters of 2015-2016 and 2016-2017:
Thank you to our Immediate Past DDGM’s for their assistance in my requests to them regarding branding and fundraising. Congratulations on the preferment of our newest District Deputy Grand Masters for their commitment to our
gentle Craft. My plan is to contact each of our new DDGM’s and engage them in the work that still remains.
Conclusion:
As we approach a decade of conducting clinics in the province we need to celebrate the past and plan for the future.
Simply put, our plan is to raise the visibility of the program and deepen the coffers.
Are you part of the plan? ...I hope that you are.
Sincerely,
Rob Fleming
President
Masonichip Foundation of Ontario
“Ensuring the Timeless Vitality of Masonry in Ontario”
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UGLE'S 300TH ANNIVERSARY: INTERVIEW WITH
KEITH GILBERT OF THE TERCENTENARY
COMMITTEE
Tuesday, 08 March 2016 from the Grand Lodge of England website @
http://www.freemasonrytoday.com/ugle-sgc/ugle/ugle-s-300th-anniversary-interview-with-keith-gilbert-of-the-tercentenary-committee

COUNTDOWN TO THE MAIN EVENT

What activities have been planned so far?

THE COORDINATOR OF PLANNING FOR THE
300TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS AT UGLE,
KEITH GILBERT, EXPLAINS HOW PREPARATIONS
ARE PROGRESSING IN THE RUN-UP TO OCTOBER
2017

Every Province and District is planning one or more
events and the range is extensive. They include services of
thanksgiving at the cathedrals in Canterbury, York, Bristol, Chester, Durham, Exeter, Liverpool, Llandaff, Peterborough, St Albans, Truro, Wells and Winchester, as well
as family fun days, balls and banquets, choir and music
concerts, and celebrations in song and dance in East Africa, the Caribbean, India and Bermuda. The range and
quantity show how our Provinces and Districts have embraced this important milestone in our history.
Where is the MAJOR UGLE event being held?

When did the planning start?
The Board of General Purposes established a committee of
the President, Deputy President, Grand Secretary, Grand
Treasurer and two Provincial Grand Masters in October
2013. This committee prepared the ground and gave the
general direction. A broad outline for the Tercentenary
celebrations was designed, projects agreed upon and venues booked. Soon after, Provinces and Districts were invited to consider their responses and to outline their plans
for local celebrations.
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The celebration of 300 years will be held in the Royal Albert Hall on the afternoon of 31 October 2017, followed by
a dinner at Battersea Evolution. Invitations to the Grand
Masters of all Grand Lodges recognized by UGLE have
been sent, together with invitations for representatives of
Ontario Mason Magazine Summer 2016

each Province and District. The latter invitations are based
on the membership of the Province and District. Provincial and District Grand Masters have been informed that
these invitations are likely to be on a ratio of 1/70.
Why is the event not being held on the anniversary of the
first Grand Lodge, 24 June 1717?
It was decided to hold the major international gathering
on 31 October 2017 to give a window of 16 months (from
the start of our 300th year) for UGLE, Provinces and Districts to host events.
What will be the format?
It will be a special meeting of Grand Lodge, while ‘called
off ’. Apart from some traditional elements, such as addresses and processions, there will be a theatrical extravaganza, which is being coordinated by Gerry Hann, a Past
Assistant Provincial Grand Master of Berkshire. Preparations and the booking of professional musicians and performers have already taken place. There will be opportunities to dine and take refreshments in the Royal Albert
Hall. Some 2,000 guests will then go on to dine at Battersea Evolution, where a banquet is being organized by
Mark Scholfield, a Past Grand Steward. This will include a
reception, wine with dinner, and drinks afterwards.
How can all UGLE Freemasons witness the celebration?
Whichever venue had been chosen it would have been
impossible to facilitate all those who wanted to attend.
For that reason the event at the Royal Albert Hall will be
streamed live around the world. It will be for Provinces
and Districts to decide if they wish to make use of this
facility. The plan is for a rough-cut one-hour video to be
available that evening and then a professionally edited version will be provided by the weekend. Brochures containing articles about the Tercentenary and a broad outline of
the event will be available several weeks beforehand, with
a downloadable update of proceedings produced a few
days before. In this way, meetings and dinners can be held
within Provinces and Districts, with the opportunity for
local celebrations enabling a feeling of involvement with
the central event.

Stewards and had been liaising with several of the officers
of Grand Lodge. Previously I had been Provincial Secretary and then Assistant Provincial Grand Master in Hertfordshire and we hold our annual Provincial Meeting at
Freemasons’ Hall, so I had some experience of working
with those who are based in the building.
‘The range and quantity of celebrations show how our
Provinces and Districts have embraced this important
milestone in our history.’
MARKING THREE CENTURIES
•   The concert in the Grand Temple on 30 September 2015
started the celebrations and also marked the refurbishment of the organ by Supreme Grand Chapter.
•   Paving stones naming the Freemasons awarded the Victoria Cross will be laid on the steps of Freemasons’ Hall in
London.
•   The existing Freemasons’ Memorial Garden is being refurbished at the National Memorial Arboretum, Staffordshire, which will publicly show Freemasons’ involvement
in national projects.
•   To celebrate the TLC Appeal presenting more than a
million teddies to children in hospitals nationwide, a series of teddy bears’ picnics will be held across the country.
•   The Library and Museum at Freemasons’ Hall is being
extended to include a new room and exhibition about 300
years of Freemasonry.
•   A car rally will be held across Provinces, calling at wellknown motoring centres en route.

Why do you think you were asked to participate?
It was after a conversation I had at the Annual Investiture
Dinner in April with a member of the committee. I finished my year as Secretary of the 2014-15 Board of Grand
“Ensuring the Timeless Vitality of Masonry in Ontario”
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