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Brethren,

W. Bro. Dan Dignard

This issue of the Ontario Mason Magazine is packed full of articles about you
and the special events that have been going on in our Grand Lodge jurisdiction. Whether it is the Grand Master presenting an 80 years of service pin or
the debut of the tricentennial coin there is much to celebrate this year.
The 300th anniversary celebrations for the United Grand Lodge of England are
fast approaching and if you can not make to England for the event I strongly
urge you to come to Toronto and participate in a “Spectacular Weekend Celebration of the Craft” which will take place in November. The flyer for this event
in situated on page 22 of this issue.
While you are flipping through the pages of this magazine take a good look at
page 17 which is a flyer for the 2017 Masonic Essay Contest put on by the College of Freemasonry. This is the second year of the contest and I look forward
to reading the wonderful articles that will be profiled in the next issue of the
magazine. You might even want to consider putting in your own submission
for this contest...no matter how short or long your Masonic journey has been
the brethren of this jurisdiction could benefit from your input.
March is already here and before you know it it will be Summer. Please consider including a visit to Grand Lodge in Toronto in July as a place to visit this
year. Although voting at Grand Lodge is limited to the Master, and Wardens,
Past Masters and present and past Grand Lodge officers of the Lodge there is
still much to see and do. Besides visiting your District Hospitality suite and the
hospitality suites of the other Districts there are seminars to take in as well as
the Grand Lodge proceedings. Don’t miss out on the opportunity to meet and
speak with brethren from other Districts and jurisdictions.
Lastly I encourage you to find some way to celebrate the 300th year of Masonry
this year and send us the photos of these events.
Sincerely and Fraternally,
W. Bro. Dan Dignard
Team Lead/Managing Editor
The Ontario Mason Magazine
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80 years of
Service to the
Craft
by R.W. Bro. Charles Singh
Photo by – Madison Bolland
“80 years a Mason pin presentation”
On Tuesday November 1st,
our Grand Master M.W. Bro.
John Green and our Deputy
Grand Master R.W. Bro. Paul
E. Todd accompanied by a
small delegation went to the
home of a brother to present
him with Certificate and commemorative pins to celebrate
an important recognition as a
member of our gentle Craft.
Bro. Thomas Lumby, member
of Ionic Lodge #526, Ottawa is 80 years a Mason.
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R.W. Bro. Robert H. Clarke, District Deputy Grand Master Ottawa 2, R.W. Bro. Charles Singh, V.W. Bro. Armin
Braslins and Grand D of C, R.W Bro. Paul Johnson accompanied M.W. Bro. Green and our Deputy for what our
Grand Master believes may be the “only time” he would be
part of such a milestone. The Grand Lodge of Saskatchewan also sent a Certificate to mark the occasion.
Bro. Lumby shared stories about his life , reflecting on his
service to Canada and the Commonwealth during the
second world war. He believed that living by the principles of Freemasonry has helped him to navigate a life full
of adventure and cherished experiences, and expressed his
gratitude to the Craft in general, and his brethren in particular.
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It was fitting that, during the month of remembrance, our
Grand Master, Deputy and DDGM used the occasion as
a most telling example and a reminder the brethren how
thankful and gracious we should be for the service of those
who have served and those who continue to serve on our
behalf, especially our Brethren, many of whom have long
ascended to the Grand Lodge above.

Bro. Lumby was initiated, passed and raised into Victory Lodge #144 in Saskatoon in 1935, later moving to the
Ottawa area. He is a Veteran, served in Europe, where
he was captured in Germany three(3) times as a prisoner
of war. On one such peculiar occasion, he was invited for
drinks and photographed in a P.R. effort in Hanover, Germany by enemy soldiers. After the war, he served Canadian Foreign Services in Europe, eventually returning to
his home in Saskatoon.
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Tri-Centenial Coin

M.W. Bro. John C. Green
Visits Algoma District
and makes Tri-Centenial Coin Debut

by Bro. Tim King, F.C.F.
Connaught Lodge No. 511
Chairman - Publishing and Public Relations
Editor - Algoma District Register

R. W. Bro. Neil A. Lundberg, M. W. Bro. the Grand
Master, Bro. Tim King, F.C.F.
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Most Worshipful the Grand Master, his wife
and R. W. Bro. Neil A. Lundberg (D.D.G.M.)
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On November 18, 2016, Most Worshipful Brother, the
Grand Master made a visit to Algoma District for a ‘Meet
and Greet’ at Connaught Lodge No. 511 in Thunder Bay.
Unknowingly, the weather turned quite bad that night
and an ice and snow storm hit Thunder Bay closing down
many roads and business. On Saturday, the roads where
still dangerous but a great number of brethren still came to
Shuniah Lodge No. 287. Presented by R. W. Bro. Charles
Wood, the Lodge hosted seminars on Situational Leadership and Emotional Intelligence. This was accompanied
by a great discussion on Masonic Education by R. W. Bro.
Iain Waites with topics on the Sankey Lectures, Library
Museum and Archives as well as the College of Freemasonry.

that evening, a banquet was held in honour of Most Worshipful Brother the Grand Master, his Lady and many
guests and dignitaries. During the Grand Master’s speech
- he repeated and encouraged the sharing and publication
of the 2017 monthly editions in newsletters and newspapers, the upcoming banquet and event re-creation of Masonry 300 years ago, as well as a new announcement. A
landscape painting of Thunder Bay’s Lighthouse with the
‘Sleeping Giant’ in the background was made by W. Bro.
Robert Smith of Connaught Lodge No. 511 was presented
to the Grand Master and his Lady to which he remarked
about the most beautiful and original gifts he has been
given as Grand Master. In continuing with the after-meal
presentations and surprises, the Grand Master announced
that Grand Lodge has produced a coin to celebrate the 300
Recognition of two brethren Bro. Tim King, F.C.F. and W. years of Masonry - and the coin made it’s debut in Algoma
Bro. John Breen, F.C.F. who completed the course was giv- District and was available to purchase from R. W. Bro. Neil
en. The day was capped by R. W. Bro. Charles Wood with Lundberg. Bro. Tim King, F.C.F. was the very first pura discussion on the Cornerstone Project with tips on en- chaser/recipient of the tri-centenial coin and all the coins
gagement and solidifying the importance of what it means sold out in 20 minutes. The members of Algoma District
to be a ‘Cornerstone’.
was touched by the knowledge of our Grand Lodge Guests
as well as their supportive personalities. Fond talk about
In recognition of 300 years of Masonry, in 2017 - monthly the education and reception we hosted continues.
editions will be sent out and are newsletter worthy and
even approved for local newspaper publications. Later

R. W. Bro. Les Armstrong
is Master of Ceremonies for
the seminar

R. W. Bro. Charles Woods
presenting his topics

R. W. Bro. Iain Waites
is discussion passion for education and the various forms of it
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A Lodges Heart-felt Expression of Admiration & Esteem

by V. W. Bro. Garnet Holmes

On Monday, October 3, 2016, Madoc-Marmora-Tweed
Lodge #48 held an emergent meeting at Moira Place,
Tweed, Ontario. The purpose of this meeting was to show
our appreciation & respect to a Brother for his many years
of loyalty, fidelity, zeal & attachment to the principles of
Free Masonry.

Greg Lott, followed by all attending Brethren.

W. Bro. Donald Clare opened the lodge in due & ancient
form, welcomed all the Brethren & expressed his profound
gratitude for the over whelming attendance of Lodge
Members & Visiting Brethren. Following the reading of
the summons, V. W. Bro. John Varty gave expression of his
W. Bro. Allan Lott is a resident of Moira Place, a retire- admiration & esteem for his long time friend & Brother.
ment-home & extended nursing home for persons of in- He regaled us with anecdotes of W. Bro. Lott’s Masonic cafirmity & advanced age. W. Bro. Lott is no longer able to reer, his involvement in his community, and in particular,
attend lodge because he is confined to the home due to Al’s loving devotion to his family.
having suffered a stroke months previously. W. Bro Donald Clare, together with Bro. Greg Lott, conceived the idea V. W. Bro. Jack Rushnell spoke briefly of his & W. Bro.
of bringing Lodge to a Brother, who is unable to attend his Lott’s long enduring friendship. W. Bro. Lott then expressed his gratitude for the special evening & for the way
beloved Lodge.
he had been made to feel by the assembled Brethren. His
Dispensation was granted to move all necessary regalia & words were very emotional & there were few dry eyes in
furnishings to the Chapel in Moira Place, which was con- the room when he had finished.
verted into a temporary Lodge Room.
By the time Lodge was ready to be opened, a good number Al’s son, Greg, then expressed his gratitude. Lodge was
of Brethren had assembled to participate in this special closed in harmony & refreshments were enjoyed courtesy
of the home. Al’s wife, Phyllis, expressed her gratitude perevening.
sonally to all the Brethren as she visited each in turn with
The Officers assumed their respective stations & W. Bro. words of thanks. All in attendance agreed that the evening
Allan Lott was wheeled into the room by his son, Bro. had been extremely special & warranted repetition.
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Demolay’s Newest Chapter
by W. Bro. Jim Chisholm
follows:
Master Councillor: Aidan McLeish
Senior Councillor: Justin Demelo
Junior Councillor: Eric Weller
Standard Bearer: Carter Trumble
Sentinel: Logan MacDonald
Since then, the members have completed their first assignment – learning more about Demolay. The Chapter
Executive includes Eric MacDonald, Chapter Advisor, Jason Trumble, Secretary Treasurer and Steve Barendregt as
Council Chairman.
The Simcoe Grey York Chapter would like to extend an invitation to any young man between the ages 12 to 21; Masonic or non-Masonic family, to come out and see what
DeMolay is all about. They would like to build on their
(L-R) – Master Councillor Aiden McLeish, Senior Counofficers chairs as soon as possible so they can build their
cil Justin Demelo, Junior Councillor Eric Weller, Standard
our own degree team within the Chapter. They meet the
Bearer Carter Trumble (missing from pic – Logan Maclast Wednesday of every month at 6:30 PM at 99 Morrow
Donald
Road Barrie. Come out just to see what DeMolay is about.
Demolay continues to expand with the formation of We think you’ll like it.
its newest Chapter, designated SIMCOE GREY YORK
DEMOLAY CHAPTER in Barrie.
Sponsored by the Valley of Barrie, but also supported by
Craft Lodges, York Rite and the Order of the Eastern Star,
the Chapter received its charter (Letters Temporary) on
28 Oct 2016 during Demolays Ontario Provincial Conference (OPC).
During OPC, four young DeMolay chapter members were
initiated in the persons of: Aidan McLeish, Justin Demelo,
Carter Trumble, Logan MacDonald. The memory work
of the evening displayed by the young Demolay officers
was most impressive. Since then, they have added one new
Chapter member in the persons of Eric Weller.
On Saturday Dec. 10, 2016, Master Councillor Aidan
McLeish gave the short form ceremony of initiation at
99 Morrow Road and his memory work was stellar. They
then travelled to Mississauga Chapter DeMolay and the
four officer/members were Installed in their respective offices. The Executive were also installed at this time.
The election of their first Officers of the Chapter are as

Front Row – Unknown, Carter Trumble, Eric Weller, Jason Trumble Centre: Eric MacDonald Rear Row - Aiden
McLeish, Manny Demelo (partially hidden), Steve Barendregt, Justin Demelo
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Letter of Appreciation
Forward by R.W. Bro. Ken M. Elligson
PDDGM Waterloo District
This letter was dropped in the mail box at the Cambridge
Masonic Center , 1 Groh Ave. Cambridge On. It is a very
heartfelt endorsement of the work our Masonic Foundation does that we seldom hear about. I was able to meet
with Greg yesterday and we had a great conversation . He
is very appreciative of the gift given to him at a tough time
in his life . He told me it has turned his life around and
that thanks to the Masons of Ontario he was able to finish
his college course and now has a good job with Toyota
Motor Manufacturing . He could not thank me enough
and was quite emotional discussing the impact this has
had on him. He gave me permission to send the letter to
the Ontario Mason Magazine and I hope you will see fit
to publish it . I will certainly be making it known at the
Lodge meetings I attend in and around Waterloo District.
We rarely hear about the good Masonry does and this is
certainly a classic case of assistance being extended to a
very deserving and appreciative individual who has no
ties to our fine institution .
January 23, 2017

Worker and landed a full time job as well, and my children
love their school and daycare.

In 2012, I was a Nursing student and faced financial hardships. I spoke to a councillor at the College about my situation and she asked me to apply to a secret bursary from a
secret donor. I did, and I was granted $1,500.oo.

I am 33 years old, in great physical shape and I also speak
French.
From the bottom of my heart thank you.
You helped a good man become a better one.
The world is fortunate and a better place because of you.
I would like to help make the world a better place
Hope to hear from you soon.

None of this could be possible without a helping hand, so
I can’t thank you enough.
When I looked at my portfolio and the bursary you provided, it reminded me how fortunate I am, and how God
answered my prayers. I have a career and family that I love
dearly, what more can I ask for…
I looked at the symbol on the bursary and put 2 + 2 together and realized that it was the “Masonic Bursary”.
I met a Freemason for the first time in Sydenham ON. last
year. I asked him what a Freemason was, he told me that
they were a group of men who turn a good man into a better one. Well that must be true, I am living proof.

God & the universe work in mysterious ways. I noticed
your Lodge and noticed a Temple downtown Galt. I beDear Masons,
lieve God is speaking to me.
I write to you today, to express my gratitude to you, for If there is anything I can do to repay the favor, I would be
helping me to succeed in life at a time when I needed it more than willing. I would like to be more involved in the
most.
Cambridge community.

I graduated and have been practicing Nursing for four
years now. I have a beautiful hardworking wife, and two
beautiful children.
We just moved to Cambridge ON. I accepted a permanent Greg Barnhart Cambridge ON
position as the Occupational Health Nurse at the Toyo- God Bless
ta Manufacturing plant. My wife is a Personal Support
Page 10
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OUTDOOR
LODGE
by Bro. Jason R. Nesbitt Terrace Bay Lodge No. 662

lowship at a nearby camp. There is always a lite lunch and
beverages of ones’ choice. Usually the ride itself consists
of a 20km ride to the meeting spot. We always either find
a spare sled for someone, or get them a ride if they don’t
own their own.
We are fortunate where we are located, to have so many
secluded lakes to hold our meetings. Only once during

Back in 2012 members of Terrace Bay Lodge No. 662
(Algoma District) wanted to do something outside of the
norm. Being in prime “bush territory” why not bring a
Lodge meeting “outdoors”. I thought it would be interesting to have a meeting on a lake. From that year onwards,
we decided to have an outdoor/snowmobile meeting
every year. We have only missed one year due to the cold
(-30). I would have attended the meeting but you can’t
have a legal meeting with only 1 Mason! So with proper
dispensation, a copy of the Charter, working tools, VOSL,
square and compass and a flag in tow,we have had 4
winter and 1 fall meeting. We have visited Trapper Lake
2012, Ross Lake 2013, Worthington Bay 2013, Crosman
Lake 2015, and Guy Lake in 2016.
The meetings are only a small part of the day. After
Lodge is opened, we have a Lodge of Discussion, Masonic history or education, followed up with some great fel-

a meeting has anyone pulled up. After discovering what
was going on, you could not help but laugh when you
saw the look on the two “Non-Mason” guests faces when
they found out we were having a Masonic Meeting on
a lake. I didn’t think an Arctic Cat could pull away that
fast!

We plan the meetings around the end of February or the
beginning of March each year, trying to avoid the inevitable scheduling conflicts of kid’s hockey, Schreiber winter
carnival poker run and regional fish derbies. So far, we
have been lucky to always get our minimum of seven
needed! We have had all ages out for the day, and some
have travelled as far as 6hrs for the great experience.
“Ensuring the Timeless Vitality of Masonry in Ontario”
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Borden Vimy Memorial – Update
by W. Bro. Jim Chisholm

Close up of front
of Trench Wall
Memorial.

Views of rear
side of Trench
Walls with
inscriptions

View of Memorial area with bugler.
Walking Trail where the benches will be located,
begins on the berm behind the Memorial.
There is a fantastic slide show of the whole cerimony at
http://www.100yearsoffreedom.ca/en/memorial-wall.html
Page 12
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As reported in a previous issue, an attempt was underway by members of the Grand
Lodge of Canada in the Province of Ontario, as well Masonic members from other
Canadian and international jurisdictions, to contribute to the
efforts to build the proposed
Vimy Memorial at Canadian
Forces Base Borden.

between the Memorial and the
WWI training trenches recently discovered nearby. Not to be
forgotten, is the Canadian flag
waving proudly on a pole overlooking the monument.

Under the auspices of R.W.
Bro. Kennard Pratt, who was a
driving force behind the Masonic effort, Honourary Colonel Peacock from CFB Borden
and assistance from the Vimy
Foundation Legacy Committee,
members were challenged to
raise $25,000 or more.

With contributions for this
worthy effort coming in small
and large donations, as well as a
sizable last minute contribution
by Heritage Lodge, that goal
was recently been reached.

The Vimy Memorial itself is
composed of many parts. The
main structure being the 7 foot
high stone granite walls, signifying the WW1 battle trenches or trench warfare. Enclosed
within one of the walls is an urn
containing sacred soil, repatriated from the original Vimy
Memorial battlefield in France.
It represents the blood and
DNA from those who fought
the “Great War”. As well, there
is a statue of a bugler, rallying
the troops to the cause. Finally there is a walking path built

The Urn with repatriated soil can
be seen on the right wall.

Recognition of Masonic participation in her Majesty’s Canadian Forces would be enshrined in four granite respite
benches, engraved with the
Square and Compass and letter “G”, appropriately placed
along the walking trail leading
from the Memorial to the WW1
training trenches approximately
a mile away. These benches are
intended as benches for visitors;
Masons and non-Masons alike
to reflect on the contributions
to those who served, as well as a
reminder of the sacrifices made
by the members of our own
gentle craft. In addition, a permanent “builders” plaque will
be installed on the Memorial
which will include the membership of the Grand Lodge of
Canada in the Province of Ontario as a major contributor.

On 9 June 2016, the Borden
Vimy Memorial was unveiled
by the Prime Minister of Canada, the Right Honourable Justin
Trudeau. Though the walking
trail and benches were incomplete at the time, efforts are in
the works to have the benches
engraved and in place, prior to
the 100th anniversary of the
Battle of Vimy on 09 April 2017.
It is expected there will be thousands in attendance to mark
this historic occasion.

“Ensuring the Timeless Vitality of Masonry in Ontario”
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2017 Grand Lodge
Seminar and Workshop Schedule
Submitted by R.W. Bro. Leslie Armstrong
Team Leader Craft Stewardship Committee

Hamilton District A B & C Districts January 30 2017 @ 700 pm
Hillcrest Masonic Temple
257 Mohawk Road W
Hamilton Ontario
L9C 1W2

Topic: Condition of Masonry
Ottawa 1 & 2 Districts March 29 2017 @730 pm
Ottawa Masonic Centre
2140 Walkley Road
Ottawa Ontario
K1G 3V3

Topic: Officer Progression
Bruce & Grey Districts April 6 2017 @ 730 pm
Saugeen Shores Masonic Centre
1213 Goderich St
Port Elgin Ontario N0H 2C3

Topic: Officer Progression

Georgian North & South Districts April 11 2017 @ 730 pm
Masonic Lodge Hall - Equity Lodge # 659 (host)
24 James St E
Orillia Ontario
L3V 1L1

Topic: Officer Progression

Niagara A & B District April 20 2017 @ 730 pm
Mountain Lodge Hall
23 Center Street
St. Catharines Ontario
L2R 3A8

Topic: Cornerstone

Western, Algoma & Algoma East Districts May 27 2017 @ 10 am
Kenora Masonic Temple
413 2nd St South
Kenora Ontario P9N 1G7

Topics: 1) B2B - 5 Steps of Application
2) Condition of Masonry
3) Cornerstone
Page 14
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DeMolay Appreciates Masonry Night
With more than 1,000 chapters worldwide, DeMolay is the world’s premier
fraternity for young men aged 12 - 21.
In the Ottawa chapter, our mission is
serious—to develop the civic awareness, personal responsibility and leadership skills so vitally needed in today’s young
men. But our approach is all about fun and self-empowerment.
Each chapter is run by its members, who learn first-hand
what it’s like to control their own destiny. They all play key
roles in day-to-day operations, making the decisions that
shape the unique character and direction of their chapter.
Following their commitment to good citizenship, the
Chapter in Ottawa holds an annual event to recognize
those who have earned our respect and appreciation.
Over 25 years ago, Ottawa Chapter held its first DeMolay
Appreciates Masonry Night.
This year’s event on Saturday, November 12th, started
with a great banquet which was enjoyed by over 80 people. Downstairs in the Scottish Rite Auditorium, all the
dignitaries were escorted in, introduced and offered a seat
in the East.
The ceremonies started off by the conferring of the Cross
of Honor which is given by DeMolay Supreme Council for
many years of adult service to the Order of DeMolay. The
two recipients were:
Jeff Hawkins, Cross of Honor – Jeff is a Past Provincial
Master Councillor, Past Master of his Lodge and a long
time Advisor with Ottawa Chapter having mentored a
number of Master Councillors as Chapter Dad.
Joseph Pound Cross of Honor – Joe is a Past Provincial
Master Councillor, Past Master of his Lodge and a long
time Advisor with Ottawa Chapter having sat as Chapter
Dad for a number of Master Councillors and served as
Treasurer.
The Rainbow Ottawa Assembly #3 was invited to participate and Mom Pilson gave a brief explanation of the aims
of Rainbow and then introduced two girls, Sahara Guven-

Contributed by: R.W. Bro. Richard Loomes
IPDDGM, Ottawa District 2
Chair, Advisory Council, Ottawa DeMolay

er, Worthy Advisor and Victoria Lough, Worthy Associate Advisor, who did an excellent presentation of the Rose
Lecture.
The Legion of Honor team then assumed their stations to
confer the Legion of Honor on two worthy recipients. The
LOH is the highest honor conferred by the DeMolay Supreme Council for outstanding leadership in some field
of endeavor or for service to humanity. The two newest
Legionnaires are:
Dale Olm, Legion of Honor (Active) - Ottawa Chapter
- Dale is a Senior DeMolay originally from British Columbia, Past Potentate of Tunis Shriners in Ottawa, Past
Grand DoC and a member of the Advisory Council of Ottawa Chapter.
Winston MacDonald, Legion of Honor (Honorary) - Ontario DeMolay Foundation - Winston is the Treasurer of
the Ontario DeMolay Foundation and has been an invaluable member of the foundation for several years. He is a
Past Grand Steward and was an Advisor many years ago.
Two members of Ottawa DeMolay, Bros. Josh Pilson &
Alexandre Gregoire, Senior & Junior Councillors respectively, then presented the Shield Talk which describes the
meaning behind the various components of the DeMolay
Shield.
A number of individuals and organizations (including
Scottish Rite and Tunis Shriners who were both founding
sponsors of chapters in 1974) made presentations to the

“Ensuring the Timeless Vitality of Masonry in Ontario”
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Chapter and to the DeMolay Ontario Foundation, which
were gratefully received by Bro. Thomas Pilson, Master
Councillor. These financial contributions are important to
supporting membership and leadership activities for the
chapter.
R.W. Bro. Richard Loomes (the author), who was honoured to have served on the Youth Initiatives Committee
for 6 years, was pleased to explain the long history of the
Grand Lodge of Canada in the Province of Ontario supporting the youth and the Youth of the Year award.
Ottawa Chapter is proud to have had three of its members
win this prestigious award including this year’s winner,
Bro. Andrew Mohamdee. To give a sense of the calibre
of candidates within the youth organizations, it might be
useful to give an excerpt from Andrew’s speech when he
assumed the position of Master Councillor.

ognize that the example I make for the others will set the
tone for the term.
Lastly, Y – You: you, as DeMolay’s, must be the best that
you can be and not only make those around you proud,
but make yourself proud in the end.
As you may have noticed, all the different words I used
to describe the type of term; I want us to have spell to out
DEMOLAY. I am confident that we will have a successful term, and I look forward to leading the way as Master
Councillor. THANK YOU.”
As Andrew is currently studying at University in England,
his father, R.W. Bro. Hassan Mohamdee was pleased to accept the award on his behalf.

At the end, representatives from the various organizations
were given an opportunity to bring remarks. We were esD – Do: do everything in your power to help others, listen, pecially proud to have the D.D.G.M.’s from the four Otbe respectful and be a good DeMolay. Do not for yourself, tawa Districts and the three jurisdictions: GLCPO, GLQ
but for those around you.
and Prince Hall Masonry Ontario and Jurisdiction. They
all noted how it was their first time to attend a DeMolay
E – Effective: don’t just do something, but be effective event and how impressed they were by the youth.
when you’re doing it. I’ve learned this lesson throughout
the past term, most notably in meetings. If we are able to R.W. Bro. Robert Clarke, D.D.G.M. of Ottawa District 2,
accomplish tasks effectively, as a result we will be able to noted in his remarks that he has included formal Fraternal
achieve more and excel as a group.
visits to both DeMolay and Rainbow on his trestle board
and he will be encouraging the Brethren to join him on
M – Maturity: be mature, especially throughout meetings. those visits.
We are doing this to grow to be better young men. A mature atmosphere will translate into a better environment
to grow.
In closing, Bro. Ian McGugan, Deputy Executive Officer,
told everyone - if you like what you saw, please recomO – Organization: always be organized for meetings, mend DeMolay and Rainbow to a youth or a parent or
events and activities. We have already done a good job do- just a friend. Spread the word! Contact us at eo@ontariing this, but there is still room to improve. I plan to have odemolay.ca
reports due the weekend before a meeting as well as order of businesses not only for the councillors but for every
member to follow to allow for a more engaged room.
L – Leadership: I seek to organize many volunteering
events for various causes, such as Relay for Life for cancer research or simply donating money from car washes
to a local charity. We are a youth leadership organization,
meaning we should lead the way to help others.
A – Achieve: not only must we aspire these great things,
but at the end of the day we have to be able to accomplish
the goals we have set out. All of the previous things stated
will help contribute to this, but as Master Councillor I recPage 16
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Celebrations of Note
Frontenac Lodge No. 621 Sharbot Lake Ontario

by V.W. Bro. Stewart Hanna
The Brethren and fellows of Frontenac Lodge No. 621,
have a lot to celebrate at their regular meeting held September 9, 2016.
It was the annual occurrence of the Installation and
Investiture of Officers. If that was not excitement enough
they added a little extra activity that night.
In June the lodge honoured R.W. Bro. Virgil Garrett on
his 70th year being a Mason, at luncheon held at the legion in Sharbot Lake. Virgil arrived at the event in style,
riding in his 100 year old car, a 1916 Model “T”! Many
Brothers from the district attended and many more from
surrounding districts. One of those visitors was M.W.
Bro. Terrence Shand, who related many visits with Virgil
over the years. He did not forget to talk about Virgil’s
honey.

For years Virgil has been a bee keeper, because he enjoyed the taste of honey and thought it would be a good
hobby. It would seem that, like all things Virgil attempts,
he was very proficient at bee keeping and he had to deal
with ample honey. So much in fact that he would sell
some of it. The money he raised from his sales didn’t
go into his pocket, he donated all of it to Masonry! For
this and many other accomplishments Virgil is very well
known and liked throughout the province.

at the regular meeting in September by the Worshipful
Master W. Bro. Bill Kennedy and Grand Steward V.W.
Bro. Dan Andrews.

The next order of business was to present to the lodge
another certificate. This one was for their completion of
the Corner Stone project.
Frontenac Lodge has been given the designation “Corner
Stone Lodge”. The certificate was given by R.W. Bro David Quinn. This presentation was also made. Recognizing
the hard work done by W. Bro. Bill Kennedy, W. Bro. Ian
Reid, W. Bro. Greg Bullock; and R.W. Bro. Bill Bowick.
Congratulations to Frontenac Lodge the Officers and
Members.

R.W. Bro. Garrett was presented his 70 Year certificate
“Ensuring the Timeless Vitality of Masonry in Ontario”
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Masonic Essay Contest 2017
Education & Training Committee announce the Annual Masonic Essay Contest

Open to all Masons of the jurisdiction, who are members in good standing
Those ineligible include: Current Grand Lodge Officers and Members of GL Committees & Teams

Essay Contest Theme:

“After enduring 300 years of time, has Freemasonry evolved enough to still be
relevant to young men in 2017? Explain.”
•
•
•
•
•
•

Essays to be submitted to the College of Freemasonry at masonic.college@gmail.com
Only essays submitted in doc or docx formats will be accepted.
The essay length is a maximum of 1200 words.
All quoted sources must be identified in an included bibliography.
The bibliography will not count towards the word count.
Submissions will be accepted from March 1, 2017 until midnight on March 31, 2017.

Top 3 essays will be published in the Ontario Mason Magazine &
posted on Grand Lodge website.

1st Place Prize:
• The author will be entitled to complete the College of Freemasonry “Masonic Arts & Sciences” course
at no cost. – or he may give their prize to another brother
• Receive a copy of the Masonic Manual autographed by the Grand Master and Deputy Grand Master.
• Essay will be published in the Ontario Mason Magazine.
2nd Place Prize:
• The author will be entitled to complete the College of Freemasonry “Masonic Arts & Sciences” course
at no cost. – or he may give their prize to another brother
• Receive a copy of the Masonic Manual autographed by the Grand Master and Deputy Grand Master.
• Essay will be published in the Ontario Mason Magazine.
3rd Place Prize:
• The author will be entitled to complete either the College of Freemasonry “Past Master’s” course or
“Aspiring Worshipful Master’s” course at no cost. – or he may give their prize to another brother
• Receive a copy of the Masonic Manual autographed by the Grand Master and Deputy Grand Master.
• Essay will be published in the Ontario Mason Magazine.
For more information contact: masonic.college@gmail.com

Ensuring the Timeless Vitality of Freemasonry in Ontario
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V.W. Bro. Maynard Slack
Celebrates a Century of Life

by V.W. Bro. Stewart Hanna

When the Grand Master makes you a Grand Superinten- Greetings from the Queen, Prime Minister, Premier and
dent of the Works, it is a very special occasion. It is an ap- the Grand Master were received by Maynard at the receppointment that you will remember for the rest of your life. tion where dessert items were offered as fare.
V.W. Bro. Maynard Slack received his appointment in
1971. He is still active as a past Grand Lodge Officer 46
years later.
The brethren of Royal Edward of Cataraqui Lodge No.92
in Frontenac District were delighted to invite the Brethren
from Frontenac District and the surrounding jurisdictions
to celebrate the 100 birthday of our esteemed Brother. The
event was held at the Kingston Masonic Center, January
27, 2017, a week before the actual birthday.
Among the guests who attended were the District Deputy
Grand Master of Frontenac District R.W. Bro. Jeff Gatcke,
the Grand Treasurer R.W. Bro. Thomas Hogeboom, the
Grand Senior Warden Maher Eid and a very special guest
Mrs. Carl (Helen) McCharles, a life long friend.

A very special lodge meeting followed. After the introduction of the visitors, Maynard was asked to approach
the altar and Grand Honours were delivered by R.W. Bro.
Wayne Martin. Maynard was then taken to the East, where
he received a certificate from the lodge to mark this auspicious occasion.
Maynard is a superb ritualist who enjoys doing the final
charges in all the degrees. V.W. Bro. Slack gave the final
charge in the first degree last year during the Grand Junior
Wardens visit where we conferred a First degree. He had
just turned 99 at that point. There were no prompts.
V.W. Bro. Slack was even prepared to do the final charge
in lodge, that evening, but unfortunately he suffered a
pinched nerve in his back a couple of months ago and had
to return to the nursing home before the degree started.
Maynard had a chance to speak to the assembled brethren
and he thanked everyone for coming. Then in Maynard’s
special way he taught us all a very valuable lesson.
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Maynard reminisced a little as an introduction to his talk. He told us of the many changes he has seen in his 100 years
on this planet and he told us that the biggest change he has seen is in the area of communication and how connected
we all are.
He went on to say that his biggest worry for the future is the onset of Mental illness in the elderly and how those numbers were expected to escalate in the near future with age threshold be lowered at the same time.
Maynard then connected everything together for us.
He told us with our vast advancements in communication we have all forgotten how to communicate! We as Masons
are implored to visit, and we do visit other lodges. We have forgotten to visit our Brothers and friends who are shut in
or are suffering from Mental age related illnesses. V.W. Bro. Slack suggested that when we personally visit someone it
offers them comfort in knowing that somebody cares. He figures that loneliness is the true culprit of mental illness in
the elderly.
We are hoping that Maynard will still be with us in May for the installation of his son to the chair of King Solomon, if
he be so elected by the Brethren and Fellows.

Page 20

Ontario Mason Magazine Winter 2017

?

FREEMASONRY AND THE
CRISIS OF MASCULINITY

♂

Submitted by Bro. Chris Coome
I am writing this article in response to several
conversations I’ve had with other Masons. I think
what we discussed mirrors what a lot of Masons
are talking about.
Loss of members seems to be on everyone’s mind,
and I’ve heard many brethren describe the future
with worry. It would certainly seem that our numbers our declining and our members are aging;
lodges are amalgamating, and our historic buildings are sold off without enough members to sustain them.
According to some American sources, younger
members, and the newly initiated, are also disappearing at an increasing rate. The talk of the town
seems to be on how to fix this, and I’d like to throw
my hat into the ring.

to capture a new demographic
I think Freemasonry has a chance to capture a new
demographic, particularly among young men, if
we understand their issues and frame what we are
correctly.
I believe an important way to do this, is to look at
the crisis of Freemasonry as mirrored by the much
larger crises of masculinity in general.
As Freemasonry is a fraternity, it is dependent
upon men for members; and the quality of both
the order and the men who join it are shaped by
what we understand a man to be. Right now, I can
tell you that as a young man, and on behalf of my
generation, we are not entirely sure anymore.
This may seem like an odd thing to say, but it is
becoming an increasing problem.

unsure of their basic nature
Anxiety and depression are becoming more and
more common among young men, and we are rap-
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idly falling behind in academia. Society has made some
young men so unsure of their basic nature, that they either
reject any form of masculinity altogether; or take the opposite route and become hyper aggressive and resentful.

find it, would be very successful.

When we initiate these new men, we should not forget
about them between lodge meetings. Masonry is a fraternity, and we should be doing a better job of helping new
My generation is bombarded by media. Be it Facebook, members form relationships with their more established
Twitter, or Instagram, every day we are exposed to mil- brethren.
lions of dissenting opinions.

“man” and “masculinity” are
inherently offensive

have so many invitations

After receiving their first degree, these new Masons should
be meeting with their brothers. A new Mason should have
so many invitations to grab a beer, or a coffee that they
Gender theorists, which are becoming increasingly popwont ever think for a second they aren’t valued in our
ular in academia, have even decided that the notion of
fraternity. While we bring men further along the path of
a “man” and “masculinity” are inherently offensive and
Masonry, we need to give much stronger attention to the
should be destroyed.
history, philosophy, and symbolism of what we are.
What’s a young man to do?

Some of the most exciting aspects of Freemasonry are understanding its infinitely rich history, which offers more
Do we look back to the men who stormed the beaches
ideas and mysteries than any one Mason will ever master.
of Normandy, or do we forget all that? How can a male
If we show young men that Freemasonry is a dignified,
society like Freemasonry grow when society doesn’t even
worthwhile institution, they will come.
know what a man is anymore?

Men need a way forward

Simply put, Freemasonry has a lot to offer, and it is a cool
thing to be a part of.

The truth is always in the middle, something I think Ma- There’s really nothing out there quite like us.
sonic philosophers have always understood. Men need a
way forward. In an increasingly digitized and specialized
be more assertive
society, young men need to develop the sophistication
needed to handle it, but we should never forget the simple
Freemasonry has been resting on the post WWII memvirtue of being a man.
bership boom, but it can no longer afford to do that. We
need to be more assertive with what we offer, and how we
Freemasonry is a cultural institution that instills all the
plan to turn our members into better men. I see no reason
values necessary for a healthy masculinity; courage, fortiwhy Freemasonry shouldn’t be on the doorstep of a very
tude, charity, service, and the quest to constantly improve
bright future.
oneself. My generation needs to remember these values.

men feeling more isolated
My generation is starving for mentorship and masculine
bonding, something that forms the bedrock of the Masonic experience. The rapid pace of technology has left most
men feeling more isolated than ever, but they don’t know
about Masonry. In an age where we are constantly plugged
into our screens, there is really no excuse for that.
A strong media campaign, even just on line, that knows
what young men are looking for, and tells them where to
Page 22

Our order becomes more relevant with every new piece of
technology that is introduced and we should capitalize on
what we can offer aspiring young men; real experiences,
and a healthy environment for them to develop into the
type of men the world needs.

fill that gap
If society and universities no longer want to turn young
men into men, then I say we step in and fill that gap.
Ontario Mason Magazine Winter 2017

Hear Ye, Hear Ye
Coming in November 2017 in the greater Toronto area in the
Province of Ontario
A celebration of the founding of the Grand Lodge of England in 1717.
Three hundred years of Freemasonry.
Relive the age of reason
Experience the past and an event that shaped Modern history
A SPECTACULAR “WEEKEND” CELEBRATION OF THE CRAFT
featuring
A GRAND BALL of HISTORIC PROPORTIONS – “formal or period attire!”
Followed by a day at the Goose and Gridiron Tavern being taken back to...
THE EVENTS SURROUNDING THE BEGINNINGS OF SPECULATIVE FREEMASONRY
Come join Isaac Newton, Christopher Wren, James Anderson, John Desaguliers, Anthony Sayer,
The Duke of Montagu and many other participants who took part in the historic events that
created the Oldest and Most Influential Fraternity.

For More Information, email masonry300@gmail.com
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From Darkness
Toward Light
by R.W. Bro. Garnet E. Schenk

Something significant happens, or at least should happen
for Masons when an initiate confirms in whom he puts his
trust. The response can easily be overlooked but it does
have importance for all three degrees. When we witness
that response, and let it pass as mere formality, we miss
part of the beauty, knowledge and understanding we as
Masons are challenged to seek in this life.
The initiate is told that he is in the hands of a true and
trusted friend whom he can follow with firm but humble confidence. It is useful for each Mason to reflect upon
the meaning and the implications of that statement in the
larger sense. Every man seeks answers to the fundamental
questions of his existence: What am I? Why am I here?
Where am I going?

South, seeking the location where truth is known and life
reveals both meaning and mystery. The journey makes
him fully aware of the moral lessons contained within the
lectures and how they should be used in building character and understanding as well as trust in the Deity.
It is a fact that from the time of our birth until the time
that we pass through the valley of the shadow of death, we
need a guide to keep us on that path. It does not lie within
man to direct his own steps on that path. Freemasonry
sets out the principles along with many guideposts in its
teachings. Simply, but unmistakably stated, from our first
steps to the last, we live and walk by Faith and not by sight.
The V.O.S.L. lays out the path in clearly defined terms.

The Freemason, who understands the concept of needing
Our Masonic art guides and directs each man to know guidance from a Higher Power, has arrived at the beginhimself by providing a carefully constructed course in ning of wisdom. Man cannot find his way alone in the
self-improvement, self-examination, self -discovery, rough and tumble of life, nor can he as an initiate, find his
self-analysis, self-realization along with an understanding way in lodge without humbly trusting his guide and his
of his relationship with the Creator.
mentor. He leans on his guide; he follows him and he fears
no danger. Trusting his guide is a model for trusting God
Of itself, Masonry does not, nor can it, make good men in whom he vows to put his trust.
better, but that great work of moving from Darkness to
Light must be done by the Mason striving each day to be Freemasonry is a moral science and it teaches that we
a better man before the Deity in whom he puts his trust.
must learn the way and the will of God, not in order to use
Him for out own purposes, but to be used by him for His
Regarding initiation as a mere ceremony may mean very own ends. The difference may seem minor at first; it is the
little. However, in a symbolic sense, initiation is a picture difference between true faith and a false faith – between
of a man starting on the journey of life. It is a journey of religion and superstition. In Freemasonry, morality occumoving from darkness toward light through the three de- pies first place and without it, Freemasonry would not be
grees. It is a journey from the unreal to the real, from dark- Freemasonry.
ness toward light and from out of the shadows of mortality
into the way of life everlasting.
The journey out of Darkness toward the Light has a deep
and abiding meaning. It offers answers to the persistent
The candidate sets out on a mystic journey on an unseen questions that are as old as creation. What am I? Whence
road, traveling West to East and East to West by way of come I? Whither go I? It tells us that the West is the symPage 24
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bol of this world and the East is the world of above and
beyond.

terially but spiritually and mentally.

We need to learn that truth again and again. It is emphaThe Mason, properly instructed and guided, learns the se- sized in the ritual line by line, precept by precept, as we
cret that the soul has its setting from beyond the world of move around the Altar and up the winding stairs and besense and time and is given by the Creator to discipline yond that, into the light and joy of eternal life.
and develop us. Our life on this earth is not a futile quest
in which we are engaged but that life has meaning and The Freemason needs always to consider the summary
purpose. Freemasonry teaches that we are guided and statement by an eminent theologian, “Remember light
guarded by a Friend who knows the way and can be trust- shines into darkness – never let the darkness remove the
ed to the end.
light.” So, when the initiate responds by saying that he puts
his trust in God, we rejoice with him, welcome him to the
There is the promise that we can penetrate the veil that Fraternity that has a true and trusted guide in this world
dims our eyes. We will be able to see and hear the truth of and in the next.
the V.O.S.L. and the lessons contained therein, when we
are ready and worthy to receive it. There is a biblical in- References: Book of the Work: Short Talk Bulletin, MSA
junction that tells Mason to let their light shine. The light and material published by the Curriculum Group and the
however, will not shine unless the Mason takes the time to Committee of Masonic Education.
fill the lamps with oil.
What the candidate and/or member gets out of Freemasonry starts with his rebirth - initiation. What he ends up
with depends on himself, for what the Mason is sent to
seek is the beautiful system of morality, veiled in allegory
and illustrated by symbols. If the Freemason seeks diligently he will get more out of it than he puts in - not ma-

Free Subscriptions to
The
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Magazine

You can have the Ontario Mason delivered direct to your inbox as soon as it is published!
Click on this ad and send us your contact information we will send you a copy of our magazine
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Since 1958 the Blood Donor Committee of the

Grand Lodge of A. F. & A. M. of Canada in Province of Ontario

has worked hard to ensure that all Masons know about the work of the of
Canadian Blood Services and are encouraged to give Blood!

“The good news is that just one donation can save up
to three lives!”

MasonicBloodDonors...
It’s in us to give.

Click Here to find a clinic near you
Page 26

Ontario Mason Magazine Winter 2017

The

Submissions to

Ontario M son
Magazine

The factual accuracy of the article is the contributor’s responsibility. The opinions expressed by the
author do not necessarily reflect those of The Grand Lodge of A. F. & A. M. of Canada in the Province of Ontario, or the Ontario Mason Magazine Team.
PHOTOS: Need to be sent as jpeg attachments with a minimum of 300 dpi resolution, with a file
name that clearly outlines the intent of the photo’s contents. Pictures embedded into other text
documents will likely not be used
CAPTIONS: All photos must have suggested captions of 50 words or less including correct names
and Masonic ranks of everyone in the photo, as well as a suggested title that includes the name of
the Lodge and District represented.
NEWS & FEATURES:
All articles must include:
• Author’s name, Masonic rank & contact: Electronically, by phone and regular mail.
• A brief (25 to 50 word) biography of the author or how he is involved with the contents of the
article.
• The article itself should be between 400 and 900 words, longer articles will also be accepted
but may be edited for length.
• Suggested “pull quotes” from the article carefully chosen as eye catchers for the casual reader
who will then be enticed into reading the article.
• A minimum of four or five photos or illustrations that the editors and designer can choose to
enhance the feature article in the magazine.
• Submissions as PDF files are not easily edited, and will not be accepted.
All submissions become the property of the Ontario Mason Magazine.
All submissions are subject to editing for content and length, and may be used in any
manner the committee sees fit.

Articles may be submitted to : OMM@grandlodge.on.ca
Deadline for Submissions May 7, 2017.
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College of
Freemasonry
Enter to Learn, Go Forth To Serve

The College of Freemasonry, under the authority of the Grand
Lodge of A.F. & A.M. of Canada
in the Province of Ontario offers
a modular course of study in
this Grand Jurisdiction.
The modules cover studies in:
•

Masonic Arts and Sciences for
Masons.

•

An Aspiring Worshipful Masters
Course.

• A Past Masters Course. *
The learner may take an individual
module, or enroll in a whole course,
depending on his needs at the time.
A certificate will only be awarded
upon the satisfactory completion of
all parts of a given course.

Make the most of Masonry
through Learning
Explore its mysteries

Enjoy its privileges
Page 28

*As set out in the Book of Constitution Sections 38(b) and 38(c) to
be nominated for or to be elected
a member of the Board of General
Purposes, and Section 50(b) for the
position of DDGM or Grand Registrar brethren will have to successfully complete the Past Masters
Course.
For Application & Information
		

CLICK HERE
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Masonry as Life
Given at the Official Visit to North Bay Lodge No. 627 By R.W. Bro. Matt Plant
When we are initiated into Masonry, we are taught that Masonry is a beautiful system of Morality, veiled in allegory and
illustrated by symbols. Masonry can be compared to the life of a man, which I shall attempt to illustrate.
Most of us applied to be admitted to Masonry knowing little or nothing about its history, its teachings or its practices.
We might know some of its members and desire to join them in an activity which bring them satisfaction and pleasure.
Thus we come into the Lodge as babies come into the world- metaphorically naked and helpless as far as Masonry was
concerned.
Once admitted to the Lodge, we are presented for inspection, admiration and applause, much like an infant. We are
taught moral truth and virtue, much as young children are taught right from wrong. As we continue to attend Lodge,
we are sent to school in effect, being told we have to learn and there will be examinations before we can be passed to
the next grade or degree. This is like youth in school, where if we passed our exams, we were promoted to the next
grade. There we learned new subjects such as the study of nature and of science. Here we are midway in our journey,
not a child anymore and not yet an adult. We are encouraged to study the liberal arts and sciences, much as a university
student would do.
After the period of study and exams we become Master Masons, adults now as far as Lodge is concerned. We have
passed all the study and examinations that are actually required of us, much like students who have finished their formal education and are ready to begin their lives as adults.
We learn that life and Masonry are a continual learning experience. How much we learn is entirely up to us. This learning is what can make life and Masonry a never-ending joy. It is said that it is a good day when you can learn something
new. The person who is constantly striving to learn more whether it be in life or Masonry, will maintain their zest for
life and the Fraternity. How far we now advance is entirely up to us. As an adult, you are free to advance yourself in your
personal life. This is the same for your Masonic life. The learning and opportunities that exist are there for the taking.
Once we become the adults in our Lodge it is up to us to become the teachers of the young, those just entering Masonry.
So the cycle of life continues just as in real life. We have gone from infant to adult in our Masonic journey. Our zeal
for the Fraternity should be the drive to make our Lodge life enjoyable. Just as people in real life tend to be attracted to
those who are upbeat and optimistic, so are Lodges more successful if the Brethren act the same way, promoting the
Fraternity and making Lodge enjoyable.
Once we have reached the summit and have maintained that enjoyment, we shall age with confidence and faith in what
the future holds for us. This applies both to our life journey and our Masonic journey. If we know we have done our
best and availed ourselves of every opportunity, we are ready for whatever may happen. We only pass this way once. Is
it not better to enjoy the journey and look ahead with optimism than to lose interest and fall to the side?
Masonry teaches us many things. To be kind to all about us; to be moral; to learn from our mistakes; to strive to lighten
another’s burden; to grow strong by bearing our own burdens; to know that right brings good; and wrong brings misery.
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We can apply this to our lives by such things as doing the right thing at the right time, without having to be told, or if
that doesn’t happen, doing it at once when told and doing it cheerfully and well.
Many brothers lose interest in our Craft. They complain about it and magnify its faults and stop supporting it. Our
Lodges gain by all of us giving of ourselves. We are all descended from the operative lodges of the Middle Ages, which
were formed for the support of all its members. We should remember that when we hear criticism and complaints,
those criticisms and complaints cause problems when not dealt with properly, just like in the adult world,
We gain by giving, so give support to our lodges. If they have faults, make them better by being upbeat and cheerful. If
we make complaints about the Fraternity, that reflects on us. Let us remember that when we were initiated we were told
that we should at all times work together with love and harmony, and not disturb the harmony of our lodge.
It is like being an adult and remembering the teachings of our youth. As an adult we sometimes forget what we have
learned and have to return to what we learned in our youth.
In Masonry, we should all work for our great fraternity. As in life, we brought nothing into this world, and we will
definitely take nothing with us when we leave it, but we can leave behind a reputation for work well done, and leave a
lasting memory of Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth.
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The Charles A. Sankey Lecture Series
Previous Guest Speakers:
The 2016 Sankey Lecture

Professor Andrew Prescott

R.W. Bro. Charles A. Sankey

If you want to help and make a
donation, please contact:
Dr. Renee Laferty, 2014

Dr. Steven Bullock, 2012

Dr. Susan Mitchell Sommers, 2015

Dr. Joy Porter, 2013

MASONIC FOUNDATION OF ONTARIO
361 King St. West
Hamilton, ON L8P 1B4
Phone: (905) 527-9105
Fax: (905) 527-8859
www.masonicfoundation.on.ca
Reference Project No. 2937
GRAND LODGE OF A.F. & A.M. OF CANADA
IN THE PROVINCE OF ONTARIO
363 King St. West
Hamilton, ON Canada L8P 1B4
Phone: (905) 528-8644
Fax: (905) 528-6979
www.grandlodge.on.ca

Grand Lodge of Canada A. F. & A. M.
in the Province of Ontario

Dr. Harland-Jacobs, 2011
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Freemasonry and
Prayer
By R.W. Bro. Garnet E. Schenk
Prayer is an important part of the ritual in the Craft. The opening and closing of the degrees and ceremonies invoke
prayer and guidance from God, the “Great Architect of the Universe. Beginning with an examination of the earliest
Manuscripts of “Old Charges”, the Regis Poem Manuscript of 1390 A.D., shows that all lodge activities were begun
with prayer to God.
Prayer, is considered by Masons as being an important and integral part of the Order. The universality of prayer in
Freemasonry can best be expressed in its acceptance of a principle as that “in which all good men agree.” The initiate
is required to profess a belief in a Supreme Being who is the Creator, Maker and Sovereign over us all. Masons are
taught from the very beginning not to start any enterprise without first invoking the guidance of the Deity.
On entering the Lodge the initiate is asked “In whom do you put your Trust?” The reply forms the foundation of
belief in the one True God. The affirmation of that belief inspires within the Mason the spontaneous praise, thanksgiving and honour for the maker and giver of life. The need for prayer is further affirmed for the E.A. when he is
presented with the Working Tools of the degree. He is taught the moral interpretation of the 24-inch gauge and that
he should apportion a part of each day Prayer, Labour, Refreshment and Sleep. Thus he is encouraged to bring balance to his life and honour to his God by opening the day with prayer. It is significant to observe the order in which
the explanation of the 24-inch gauge is given; prayer is stressed as the first requirement.

“We are living incompleteness.”
What is Prayer? It has been described as a petition or solemn or humble request to God for His blessing or thanksgiving. It is a communication between man and God and is a means by which man can coordinate his mind with the
will of God. Prayer is universal because it speaks to some basic human need. As Thomas Merton put it, “Prayer is an
expression of who we are… We are living incompleteness. We are a gap, an emptiness that calls for fulfillment.” Merton’s thoughts on prayer fit into the Masonic Philosophy of making good men better.
Prayer in Lodge raises the sights above the petty circumstances of life and affords a glimpse of that lofty perspective.
Prayer is a declaration of dependence on God. It brings together the mind of man and the divine Spirit giving confidence to the suppliant that his petition for Divine Guidance will be granted. It creates reason and logical thinking
within the petitioner. The Ancient Hebrews exercised a “dialogue” with Jehovah whose “ineffable name” could be
pronounced only by letters or syllables. It is the Mason’s duty to continue that “dialogue” as a response to the moral
imperative set forth by the 24-inch gauge. The main purpose of prayer in the Lodge is not to make life easier, nor gain
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magic powers, but to get to know God “in whom we put our trust”.
The early Masonic Fathers were sincere men of faith and dedicated the Fraternity to the moral and spiritual improvement of mankind. The ceremonies that they developed contained moral lessons that were intended to enhance the
spiritual improvement of candidates and the brethren. The ceremonies contained in the modern rituals of our Grand
Lodge are intended to foster that spiritual improvement. Freemasonry is not a religion, nor is it a substitute for religion. We are joined together in pursuit of universal brotherhood - recognizing the Fatherhood of God and the Brotherhood of Man. All Masons acknowledge the Supreme Being that imposes order on the universe. The use of Scripture
illustrates the fact that God-fearing men practice our gentle craft. Our ritual clearly demonstrates the extent to which
Freemasonry places its dependence on God and the efficacy of prayer.
Freemasons, as builders of character, work on the inner man to polish and refine the raw material. The lodge is a
quiet place conducive to reflection and introspection. The lectures, charges, and prayers of the several degrees are intended to assist a man to contemplate the deeper meaning of life and to ponder his place and purpose in it. To think
seriously about the eternal Why am I here? Where did I come from? What am I doing here? And where do I go from
here? When a man puts the timeless precepts and time honoured principles of Freemasonry into practice the world
will indeed be a better place. His prayers will have been answered.
Freemasonry’s attitude toward things spiritual is an important part of our belief in the Supreme Being and in the
future life. Masons believe that at the time of death the soul returns to God who gave it. Freemasons are bound by the
“eternal truths” contained in the Volume of the Sacred Law and those sacred truths are given to us to govern the rules
of life and conduct. References, therefore, in the rituals of the Masonic Degrees to the omnipotence of God impresses
upon the candidates and the brethren the power of prayer in Masonic Work.

“God is not the Great I Was, but the Great I am.”
God is not the Great I Was, but the Great I am. In Him we live move and have our being. He speaks to us in nature, in
the moral law, and in our own hearts, if we have ears to hear. He speaks most clearly in the V.O.S.L. which lies open
on our Altar.
Every prayer in the ritual has a purpose and has an appeal to the Deity for direction and guidance. It is necessary
not just to learn the prayers by rote but to reflect on them and think about their meaning for the life of a Mason. The
place of prayer in Masonry is not perfunctory. It is not a mere matter of form and note. It is vital and profound. It is
truly a great prayer when we join in and place ourselves in the very hands of God, as all must do in the end, trusting
His Will and way, where there is no path into the soft and fascinating darkness which men call death. The response of
the Lodge to that prayer, as to all others offered at its Altar, is the old challenging phrase “So Mote It Be.”
Resources: The V.O.S.L.; Book of the Work, GLCPO; Research Lodge of Oregon No. 198, A.F. & A.M., The Importance of Prayer in Freemasonry; Short Talk Bulletin, Vol. V June 1927; Brochure- Welcome to the World of Freemasonry, Grand Lodge of Canada in the Province of Ontario.
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