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W. Bro. Dan Dignard
Team Leader
Welcome to the inaugural issue of the
Ontario Mason Magazine on-line. This
magazine would not be here today without the paper copy of the Ontario Mason
Magazine and the dedicated Masons
who created it.
R.W. Bro. W. B. Miller and his team including Bro. R. Ackroyd created a magazine
that I know many masons looked forward to receiving in the mail including
myself. The original magazine began in
1994 and since that time has published
27 issues with the last printed copy being mailed out in November of 2011.
Sadly the cost of production and returned copies of the magazine contributed to the decision to stop publishing
the paper copy. What a great effort and I
thank them for their hard work.
In this version of the Ontario Mason we
have attempted to take the best ideas and qualities from our predecessor
and many of the other on-line Masonic
magazines from Canada, the US, and
throughout the world and put it all together in one publication in a PDF format. We have also attempted to create
a venue for Masonic events, history, education, and projects to be promoted
in one location and plan to publish it 4
times a year in the Fall, Winter, Spring,
and Summer.
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This new magazine has been in the
development phase for almost a year
and has benefited from the help, support and guidance of the Grand Master, Deputy Grand Master, Past Grand
Master, R.W. Bro. N. McCarthy, R.W. Bro.
R Kaufman, R.W. Bro. W. B. Miller, Bro. R.
Ackroyd, and R.W. Bro. I Wates.
Lastly, without the support, input, and
knowledge of the OMM Committee
this first issue would not have made
it to print. It goes without saying that
I would like to thank R.W. Bro. Garnet
Schenk, V.W. Bro. Stewart Hanna, V.W.
Bro. Dan Glenney, Bro. Darian Bacon, Bro.
Jim Chisholm and Bro. Samir Safadi for
all their hard work and dedication.
So now I challenge you as a Mason to
look at this magazine and let us know
what you like and don’t like. Without
your contributions to this magazine we
will not be able to succeed! Comments,
suggestions, questions, articles and story ideas can be submitted to the OMM
Committee at omm@grandlodge.on.ca
and we look forward to hearing from
you.

Sincerely and Fraternally,
W. Bro. Dan Dignard,
Team Leader/Managing Editor

Team Leader:
W. Bro. Dan Dignard
d.dignard@sympatico.ca
Editor:

Bro. Darian Bacon
Design Layout Graphic and IT
V.W. Bro. Stewart Hanna
W. Bro.Dan Dignand
Bro. Darian Bacon
Staff Writer
R.W. Bro. Garnet Schenk
Bro. Jim Chisholm
Staff Writer/Archivist:
V.W. Bro. Dan Glenney
Regional Communications Coordinators
North Region: Bro. Jim Chisholm
East Region: V.W. Bro. Stewart Hanna
South Region: W. Bro. Dan Dignard
Concordant and Youth Bodies:
Bro. Darian Bacon

Special thanks to Bro. Samir Safardi
Submissions:
All submissions and feedback to
the Ontario Mason Magazine
should be submitted at:

OMM@grandlodge.on.ca

To all contributors:
The factual accuracy of an article is the
Contributor’s responsibility. The opinions
expressed by the authors do not necessarily reflect those of the Grand Lodge A.F &
A.M.of Canada in the Province of Ontario, or those of the Ontario Mason Committee.
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Grand Lodge Officers

From The Grand Master
I know how much
work it takes to get
to this position and
I will never take that
responsibility lightly.
But since experience
is what you gain when
you don’t get what you
want, I can now safely say I have gained
the experience to lead
this
organization.

M.W. Bro. Donald A. Campbell

The best communication tool in Freemasonry is the membership. We are the
ambassadors to our Craft. Our actions,
attitude and first impressions will influence a man who is considering joining
Freemasonry. The way we portray ourselves in our community, being a good
citizen in our everyday life, demonstrating our kindness, being honest, being
courteous towards others, but more
importantly, being proud to say we are
a Mason is what is important. We, with
that one on one contact, can be a better
advertisement for Freemasonry than all
the brochures, open houses, mall display
booths or other programs currently in
use. In today’s social media networking,
we need to use all available mediums,
including the web page currently under
development. If our membership wants
to communicate with Grand Lodge
by e-mail, or by the use of the website,
twitter, telephone or even ‘snail mail’,
it will be their choice. But, we must
remember that social media is a great
tool to get us to a meeting, but social
media is not a place to hold a meeting
We need that face-to-face contact. We
must make our resources available to all
our members and improve our customer service delivery. We have the material to educate members about the most
important aspects of Freemasonry, that
is, education and a learning institution.

...Continued on next page
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Grand Lodge Officers
wrong thing at a tempting moment.”

We’re great at gathering material but we
have to improve disseminating it.

It is critical that Past Masters retain,
renew and revitalize their role. Being a
Past Master is not like graduating from
University. You attend; you learn; you
graduate, and you’re gone! No one said
being a Past Master was an easy position
it takes work and your work is not done!
Your lodge, your

district and even Grand Lodge needs
your extensive experience for training
junior members. Junior members should
not be training new members. We need
our Past Masters to be the future leaders
at the Grand Lodge level. Past Masters,
it’s critical that you step up and lead,
mentor and educate our newest members and certainly our Lodge officer!

The District Deputy Grand Master’s
Course has been changed and is now
called the Past Master’s Course. It is not
just for candidates seeking the office of
the District Deputy Grand Master or
Grand Registrar. It is open to all Past
Masters. I encouraged all Past Masters to consider taking this course offered by our College of Freemasonry. As
Deputy, I was surprised at the number
of private piques and quarrels that exist within our jurisdiction. It is not the
role of Grand Lodge to settle private
disagreements. Grand Lodge should not
be a mediator – lodges must be places
where members feel free to discuss their
concerns openly, honestly and achieve a
compromise. Surely charity, toleration, a
little common sense and a big helping
of brotherly love would produce a much
better result for an aggrieved brother. As M.W. Bro. Norman Bryne said,
the test may well be, “has this brother
clearly and unequivocally offended Freemasonry generally? - Or is it just me!”
A serious question - which deserves a
serious answer. In other words, leave
your ego at home, or check it at the door
before entering lodge. I should also like
to mention here that the internet is not
the place to discuss personal disputes.
We all pledged to support our brethren’s
good names in their absence as we would
do in their presence.

“has this brother
clearly and
unequivocally
offended Freemasonry
generally?
Or is it just me?”

It is everyone’s duty to create a welcoming, friendly and supportive environment to create a positive atmosphere for
learning. When you leave your lodge,
leave it energized.
Don’t wait for the Worshipful Master to
ask you for your assistance – ask your
Worshipful Master what you can do to
make your lodge better.
We ask our Worshipful Masters to utilize the skills of the membership and
give members the opportunity to lead
and to help develop the Lodge’s future
leaders.
Be the Mason you want Grand Lodge
to represent.

An active lodge is a healthy lodge,
whether you’re building it up with new
members or engaging current members.
I would also ask you to consider your
life balance. Ask yourself, “How is my
life?”, because if it is not balanced, you
cannot give Freemasonry your best. I
know what it is like to suddenly lose
someone your truly love and I urge you
to appreciate your family.
If you’re not a good son, brother, husband, father or friend, chances are you
won’t be a good Mason.
Remember family and work obligations
but work hard for your lodge.
Live life wide and stay in balance.

“If you’re not a
good son, brother,
husband, father or
friend, chances are you
won’t be a good
Mason.”

As probably best said by Benjamin
Franklin, “Remember to not only say
the right thing in the right place but
far more difficult still, to leave unsaid
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To make Freemasonry stronger in
Ontario, these will be the messages I
will repeat and the focus I will help to
achieve stronger communication and
clear branding, increased messaging of
the need for leaders to motivate and to
be leaders and create leaders, and finally,
a reminder that life balance will create
better Masons. Grand Lodge is the resource to get things done at the local
lodge level. Today is the beginning of a
new Masonic year and a new focus. The
end result will be, you will get the lodge
you deserve!

M.W. Bro. Donald A. Campbell
Grand Master
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Grand Lodge - Biographies

M.W. Bro.
Donald A. Campbell
Grand Master
M.W. Bro. Donald A. Campbell was
born in Niagara Falls where he received
his primary, elementary and high school
education. He graduated from Guelph
University with a Bachelor of Applied
Arts Degree in Justice Studies; a graduate of Humber College with a Diploma
in Police Foundations Leadership with Honours; a graduate of the 201st Session of
the FBI National Academy,
Quantico, Virginia; graduate of the 59th Session of
the DEA Drug Unit Commanders Academy, Quantico
Virginia; Leadership Certificate from the University of
Virginia and the Canadian
Police College (Executive
Development) in Ottawa.
He has extensive emergency
services training in Public
Order and Crowd Management and is a trained National Incident Commander
for major events.
M.W. Bro. Campbell is a 38
year member of the Toronto Police Service; currently
Unit Commander of No. 41
Division, with the rank of
Superintendent. He is a recipient of the Queens Diamond Jubilee
Medal; Canadian Police Exemplary Service Medal with 30 year bar; the Medal
of Merit for acts of personal bravery and
highly meritorious police service.
Our Grand Master comes from a long
line of Masons in his immediate family
as well as his In-laws. He was initiated
into and is an honourary life member of
Scarboro Lodge No. 653, Scarborough,
served as its Worshipful Master in 1987.
He is a member of Heritage Lodge No.
730, in Cambridge, serving as Worshipful Master in 2002. Along with his father
(Stanley) and brother (Robert), he is a
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member of King Edward VII lodge, No.
471, Niagara Falls, a charter member of
Templum Fidelis Lodge No.746, Bath,
and a member of Luxor Daylight Lodge
No. 741, Ottawa. He also holds membership in Antiquity Lodge No. 571, Canada Lodge No. 532, Dufferin Daylight

Lodge No. 570, Georgina Lodge No.
343, Perfect Column Lodge No. 510,
Riverdale John Ross Robertson Lodge
No. 494, and York Lodge No. 156.
M.W. Bro. Campbell was elected District
Deputy Grand Master of Toronto Four
District in 1994. He served the Board of
General Purposes from July 1997 to July
2011 on several committees including;
Management, Membership Resources
(Friend to Friend and Mentors, DDGM
Orientation and Officer Progression),
Public Relations, Blood Donors and the
Ad Hoc Committee for Amalgamations.
He was elected to the office of Deputy

Grand Master in July 2011 and installed
and invested as Grand Master on July 18,
2013.
He is a member of the Lodge of Perfection and Rose Croix Chapter, Toronto
Valley, Moore Sovereign Consistory,
Hamilton, all of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry,
and was inducted into the
Royal Order of Scotland in
2013. He was coronetted
Honourary Inspector-General 33° Supreme Council of
Canada in September 2013.
He is a Past First Principal
of Oakwood Chapter No.
233, R.A.M., and Ambassador at Large of the
A.A.O.N.M.S. Ramsese’s
Temple and serves as an
Imperial Marshal’s Aid.
He is a Past Director and
Past Vice President of the
Masonic Foundation of
Ontario. A widower, our
Grand Master was married
for 34 years to the former
Kathie Sauvé until her sudden passing in 2010. The
Grand Master and Kathie
were blessed with son Kyle, partner Jessica, granddaughter Olive, and daughter;
also named Jessica.
He is also a member of St. Andrews
United Church, Markham and an active
member of the Ontario Association of
Chiefs of Police and the FBI National
Academy Associates.
Our Grand Master is the Grand Representative to the Grand Lodge of Alberta,
for our Grand Lodge.
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M sonicBloodDonors
It’s in us to give

Since 1958 the Blood Donor Committee of
the Grand Lodge of Canada in Ontario
has worked hard to ensure that all Masons know about the work
of Canadian Blood Services and
are encouraged to give blood.

The good news is that one blood donation in
just one hour can save up to three lives

to Register your name to Donate on
behalf of your lodge
Click on the logo below

the Ontario Mason FALL 2013
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From The
Deputy Grand Master
R. W. Bro. John C. Green

First let me say how pleased I am to
address you as Deputy Grand Master.
My life has been quite interesting and
exciting since July 17th. I am working
diligently to learn and absorb as much
knowledge and information availed to
me. We hope to keep you informed on
items of common interest that will relate to you the current information and
activities of our Grand Lodge. Our first
item of interest for the coming year is
emphasizing our various Grand Lodge
Programs. We often hear there is a gap
between Grand Lodge and the lodge
members. In order to hopefully improve
that situation Grand Lodge has provided each District Deputy Grand Master
with TALKING POINTS on fifteen
Grand Lodge Programs. We have asked
that one of these TALKING POINTS
be presented at each and every Official
Visit. If we can do this successfully over
the next number of years those who are
regular attendees at lodge meetings will
have a better understanding of Grand
Lodge initiatives. By this action we will
all be better informed so we can prosper
and grow together.

August 18th was a great day in Simcoe
and a proud moment for Freemasonry
when the Ontario Heritage Trust unveiled an Ontario Heritage Plaque to
honour our first Grand Master William Mercer Wilson for all his contributions to Ontario as well as being our
first Grand Master. He had a vast and
interesting life in many venues of society. This recognition is well deserved and
something of which all Masons can be
proud. There were over one hundred and
fifty in attendance including our Grand
Master and three Past Grand Masters.
The majority attending were Masons
demonstrating the pride in the history
of our craft. On behalf of the Masons of
Ontario we offer a special thanks to all
those masons involved in making this
day a success.
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“The Grand Master’s
Charity of Choice
is Prostate Cancer
Canada:
Project No - MF2550”

Last year the Masons of Eastern Ontario had the opportunity to attend a
M A S O N I C E D U C AT I O N
C O N F E R E N C E in Ottawa
that was interesting and informative
to those in attendance. This time a
similar event is being held in London
on November 9th at Dufferin Street
Masonic hall.

We hope that Masons of that geographic area can attend and enjoy the
information presented.
The keynote speaker will be Brother 2nd Lieutenant Joseph F. Curry, a
member of Canada Lodge UD Afghanistan, and Beaches Lodge No. 473
Toronto and Author of
THE RIFLE AND THE APRON
and THE CRAFT AT WORK IN
KANDAHAR

As most of you are aware that in order to
let your name stand for the office of District Deputy Grand Master it is necessary to have completed the Past Masters
Course. I want to remind those who took
the original course that you are required
to update your certification in order to let
your name stand. The Grand Master extended the date to qualify until December
31, 2013. If you are unsure of your status,
please contact the College of Freemasonry. We are currently assembling the names
of those Masons who might be requiring
further qualifications. This year’s TACTICAL PLAN consists of six new initiatives
and two are a continuance from last year.
Our Long Range Planning Committee
led by Chairman Steven Warren have
been diligent formulating this tactical
plan. The TACTICAL PLAN will be on
the Grand Lodge website for your perusal
and information. We encourage Masons
to study our plan as we move forward as a
progressive and vibrant fraternity.

This proves to be an interesting and informative day. For more information,
go to Upcoming Events on the next
page of this issue.

Finally I want to remind all Masons that The GRAND MASTERS
CHARITY of CHOICE is Prostate
Cancer Research, Project No. MF2550.
This is in cooperation with the Masonic
Foundation of Ontario. Three researchers have been designated for their respective work. In honour of our Grand
Master and the Masonic Foundation
celebrating their 50th Anniversary, we
would like to raise at least one million
dollars to support these researchers for
at least ten years. In my future releases
I hope to key in on Grand Lodge Programs.

R.W. Bro. John C. Green
Deputy Grand Master
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R.W. Bro. John C. Green
Deputy Grand Master
John was born in Paisley, Ontario. After attending high school in
Chesley and Walkerton, John moved
to Drayton taking employment in
Elmira, retiring as Operations Manager of a textile plant after 38 years.
John and Barb have two daughters
Robyn in Ottawa and Barb and her
husband Gregg with three granddaughters in Brisbane, Australia.
John’s community life includes Kinsmen President, Deputy Governor,
District Governor and National
President. He was active in hospital work for over 40 years including
Finance Chairman 5 years, Board
Chairman 6 years and Foundation
President for 17 years. John was the
first chairman of the CKNX Million
Dollar Heroes Radiothon which
is a joint fundraising venture of 14
hospitals in Western Ontario. John
was Publicity Chairman of the 1984
International Plowing Match. He is
the founding chairman of Drayton
Entertainment in 1990 which now
operates 7 theatres in South Western Ontario. John remains on their
board of Directors. John is a director of Drayton Community Citizens
Association which is foundation
that provides funds to worthwhile
causes in the local municipality such
as healthy living for seniors and
youth groups.
John has been elected in municipal
politics for 36 years, 22 as Mayor.
John is also elected to the board of
the Association of Municipalities of
Ontario representing 440 municipalities. This board made up of 42
politicians who lobby and negotiate
issues and agreements with the Provincial Government. John was Warden of Wellington County for three
years and is currently Chairman of
Finance. He has served many years
on the Wellington Police Commission and the Wellington, Dufferin,

Guelph Board of Health and was appointed to the Advisory Committee
on Rural Planning for the Provincial
Ministry of Agriculture and Food
for four years.
John has been honoured with Kinsmen Life Membership, a Paul Harris Fellow from Rotary, Provincial
citation for contribution to the arts
in Ontario, a Provincial Long Service Award for over 25 years in elected Municipal Politics. He has been
recognized for 40 years of service
at the Palmerston District Hospital. He received the Queen’s Jubilee
Medal in 2003
Other community activities in include playing competitive fastball
and hockey as well as coaching minor teams. He is a member of the
local historical society and the Drayton United Church.
John joined Conestogo Lodge in
1975 serving as Master twice1983
and 2005. He has membership in
Aldworth Lodge, Paisley and Royal
City Daylight Lodge in Guelph. He
was DDGM in 1998-99. John has
been a member of the Board since
2003 chairing five committees and
served three years on the Management Committee. Other Masonic
current involvement includes Director of the Masonic Foundation, Director of Masonichip Foundation.
He is a member of Scottish Rite
Guelph Valley, Moore Sovereign
Consistory, Royal Arch Enterprise
Chapter and Mocha Shrine. John
was President of Pal Mocha Shrine
Club in 2004. John was elected Deputy Grand Master at The Annual
Communication in July 2013.
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Charity

THE GRAND MASTER’S PROJECT
PROSTATE CANCER
The Grand Master’s Charitable Project for 2013-2015 will be Prostate Cancer Research,
Project No. MF2550.
This is in co-operation with the Masonic Foundation of Ontario. Three researchers have
been designated for their respective work. In honour of our Grand Master and the Masonic Foundation celebrating their 50th Anniversary we would like raise at least one
million dollars to support these researchers for at least ten years.
Prostate cancer is a complex disease. More men than ever are being diagnosed each
year, and it will claim the lives of an estimated 4,000 men in 2012. That’s why Prostate
Cancer Canada is pleased be contributing to innovative advancements in prostate cancer research and significant increases in survivorship support. The vision at PCC is to
develop programs to support research that will have the greatest potential to improve
prostate cancer prevention, diagnosis and treatment and better manage survivorship
issues.
WHAT IS PROSTATE CANCER ???
Prostate cancer starts in the cells of the prostate. The prostate is part of a man’s reproductive system. Its main function is to make part of the liquid (seminal fluid) that mixes
with sperm from the testicles to make semen. Semen is ejaculated during sex.
Continued on next page...

In 2012 Over $140.25
Million
Was Raised for Movember
by 1,127 Million
Participants World Wide
Page 10

The average life
expectancy for men is
five years less
than women (77 years for
men compared to 82 years for
women)
the Ontario Mason FALL 2013

Charity

The prostate is a walnut-sized gland just below the bladder and in front of the rectum.
It surrounds part of the urethra, the tube that carries urine and semen through the
penis.
Prostate cancer is the most common cancer in Canadian men. It usually grows slowly
and can often be cured or managed successfully.
The risk of developing prostate cancer is higher if a first-degree relative (such as a father or brother) has been diagnosed with the disease. Men are at the highest risk if
more than one relative has been diagnosed. The more first-degree relatives with prostate cancer a man has, the greater his risk of developing prostate cancer.
Risk is also influenced by the relative’s age at diagnosis. If a man’s relative was diagnosed with prostate cancer before the age of 65, his chance of developing prostate
cancer is higher than if his relative was diagnosed at an older age.

WAYS TO DONATE

WHY IS IT IMPORTANT TO RAISE
FUNDS AND AWARENESS TO MEN’S
HEALTH?
• An estimated 23,600 Canadi- • The suicide rate is 4 times
an men will be diagnosed with higher for men than women
prostate cancer in 2013
• Each hour, over 5 men die
prematurely from potentially
preventable illnesses

• Each year close to 3,900 Canadian men die of prostate
cancer – this is equal to the
number of women who die • One third of men have not
from breast cancer annually
seen a doctor in the past year.
10% have not seen a doctor for
• 1 in 9 men in Canada will de- five years.
velop prostate cancer in their
lifetime
• As men are less likely to

schedule doctor appoint• 1 in 8 men will experience de- ments and stay in touch with
pression at some stage in their their doctors, they deny themlife
selves the chance of early detection and effective treatment of common diseases
the Ontario Mason FALL 2013

Donate by Cheque Please send
your cheque directly to
The Masonic Foundation of
Ontario, 361 King Street West,
Hamilton, Ontario L8P 1B4
Donate by Phone
Contact us with your
Visa or MasterCard information via telephone
(905) 527 - 9105
Donate by Fax
Fill in the Donation Form and fax it to
(905) 527 - 8859
Donate Online
Through CanadaHelps.org
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Member News

Conference of Grand Masters
of North America
Recognizes

Earlier this year at the Conference of Grand Masters of
North America, the Grand Lodge of A. F. & A. M. of
Canada in the Province of Ontario was presented with an
Outstanding Service Award by Masonichip International.

The Award was presented by M.W. Bro. Denny Robinson,
PGM and President of Masonichip International and accepted by M.W. Bro. D. Garry Dowling, Grand Master,
Grand Lodge of A. F. & A. M. of Canada in the Province
of Ontario.
Approximately 10 such awards were presented to Grand
Lodges throughout North America to honour outstanding achievements and success in identifying and educating
children in collaboration with the Masonichip International program.
M.W. Bro. D. Garry Dowling was delighted to accept the
Award on behalf of all the Officers of Masonichip Ontario
and the many, many Masonic Volunteers and their Ladies
who assist in all facets of our programme across Ontario.
To date, this programme has enabled over 51,000 Child
Identification Kits to be produced in Ontario for parents
and guardians.

Grand Lodge Strategic
Goals & Tactical
Plan Mapping
The Long Range Planning Committee is
pleased to publish the following document: “Grand Lodge Strategic Goals
READ MORE AND
DOWNLOAD DOCUMENT
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Member News

R.W. Bro. Garnet Schenk

Was Reconized by the Grand Lodge of A. F. & A. M. of Canada
in the Province of Ontario
R.W. Bro. Garnet Schenk, was recognized by Grand Lodge of A. F. & A. M. of Canada in the Province Of Ontario
for his major contribution to the success of the College of Freemasonry. During his tenure as a long standing member
of the College of Freemasonry and his term as the College Principal, he has made a significant difference to the work
and the progress of the College. Therefore, Grand Lodge issues this commendation for his dedication to and promotion of the aims and objectives of the College of Freemasonry

Attention all active Degree Teams
It is the hope of this publication to provide relevant information to the Brother’s of
Ontario that will assist them in their journey through the Craft.
Starting in our next edition, we will be publishing a directory of all degree teams in
our Jurisdiction willing to travel and share their work with lodges, we are hoping to
compile a thorough list that can be used by Masters to create dynamic content for
their Masonic year through diversity and visitation.
To include your team in this directory, please submit your details by clicking here
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District Awards

70 Years Service
Award to
V.W. Bro. Gord
Phillips,
Chaudiere Lodge
No. 264

(left to right): W.M. Ken Brinston, V.W. Bro. Gord Phillips. W. Bro. Terry Henderson,
V.W. Bro. Ron Hobson (Luxor Daylight Lodge No. 741), W. Bro. Murray Clamen.

V.W. Bro. Gord Phillips was
presented with his 70 year pin,
commemorating 70 years as a
Mason by a delegation from
Chaudiere Lodge No. 264, Ottawa District 2. Exactly 70 years
earlier Gord was initiated into
Chaudiere Lodge having been
sponsored by his father so this
was a special day for the Phillips
family.

William Mercer Wilson Medal,
Bro. Jim Sullivan, St. Clair Lodge No. 425
It was a special night at St. Clair Masonic Lodge No. 425 in Sombra on October 15, 2013. Bro. Jim Sullivan, who has
been a Mason for 45 years received the coveted Masonic Service Award, the William Mercer Wilson Medal, for meritorious service. The delegation of friends and family was led by the Grand Master, M.W Bro. Donald A. Campbell,
M.W. Bro. Gary L. Atkinson, Past Grand Master. R.W. Bro. Brian Simpson D.D.G.M. of Sarnia District. After a short
Lodge meting at which Bro. Sullivan was afforded appropriate... READ MORE
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District Awards

Masonic
JEWELS

Pictured: W.Bro. Kevin Wiseman, R.W.Bro. Clarke Hodgins, V.W.Bro.
Donald Easton, R.W.Bro. Jeffrey French.

60 year Mason pin and
50 year past DDGM pin!
In September, R.W. Bro. Clarke Hodgins from Craig Lodge, No. 574 G.R.C.
(Ailsa Craig) was presented with 60 years a Mason pin, and 50 years past
DDGM pin!

The Lewis Jewel

50 year a Mason Pin
South Huron District
Present Long Service
Award
Congratulations go to Bro. James Eriskson,
(Union Lodge, No. 380 G.R.C. and Maitland
Lodge, No. 33 G.R.C. both in London) on
being presented with a Longtime Service
Award, 50 year a Mason!
Pictured from left: Bro. Robert Murray, R.W.Bro. Ross Ferguson, Bro.
James Eriskson, R.W.Bro. Jeffrey French, W.Bro. Bill Pfanenstiel
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The Holidays

Fidelity, Masonry and Christmas – A Story
There it sat, wrapped in green
paper with drawings of little
candy canes, surrounded by a
carefully-tied broad red ribbon.
The smell of the cookies inside
the package lingered in the air.
The Master’s wife had baked
several dozen of the Christmas treats and put them into
little parcels to be delivered to
the widows of members of the
Lodge. The Master had driven
around to drop them off, along
with a card and a holiday wish
from their late husband’s brothers in Masonry. But one package
remained on the dining room
table.

day’s my Warcraft night and I’m
kicking ass.”

after work. Yet another said
the widow lived too far out of
the way for him. Still another
“Can’t you play some other had a concordant body meetnight?”
ing he wanted to go to. Finally,
the Master tried the last person
“Not now. I’m the middle of this. on his list, a Past Master of the
Maybe tomorrow, if I’m not at a Lodge.
new level in a few hours.”
“I need your help. Last meeting
The Master thanked him and you said you’d help deliver the
put a call in to the Junior Dea- widow’s gifts. Mrs. Wilson’s is sitcon. “Steve, remember you said ting here and…”
you could help deliver the widows’ Christmas presents? Mrs.
Wilson’s is sitting here…”
“Wilson?!” he interrupted. “Did
“I’m sorry,” said the Junior Dea- you know her husband? He
con. “I know I said that, but my dumped on me the whole year
office Christmas party is tonight I was in the chair. He kept giv“All of the guys jumped up and and I have to go to that. The ing me hell for all kinds of little
volunteered at the last meeting boss kind of expects it.”
things.”
to take these to the widows,
but I’m the only one who’s been “Can’t you say ‘no’ to him?”
“That doesn’t have anything to
doing it,” thought the Master to
do with his widow. It’s a Lodge
himself. “I know! I’ll call around “Well, you know he doesn’t have tradition we go out and delivand see who can deliver the last a high opinion of us to begin er…”
one.”
with because he wants me to
work late all the time and I can’t
He punched some numbers if something with the Lodge is ...Continued on the Next Page
into his cell phone. The Senior happening. Besides, drinks are
Warden answered. “Dave, it’s free. Talk to you next meeting.”
Rick,” said the Master cheerfully.
“Mrs. Wilson’s cookies are over 				
here and I was wondering if you The Junior Deacon hung up.
could drop them off? We talked Somewhat forlornly, the Masto her a few days ago and told ter tried a few other members,
her we’d do it tonight, and…”
all of whom had promised they
would personally hand out gifts
“Yeah, I’d like to,” replied the Se- to the widows. But one was gonior Warden, “but tonight’s a re- ing out with some buddies that
ally bad night. You know Thurs- night. Another was too tired

Page 16
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The Holidays

Fidelity, Masonry and Christmas – A Story
continued from the previous page

“And another thing,” butted in
the Past Master. “Last meeting
you came down to the altar at the
wrong time. And you gave the
wrong knocks to close the Lodge.
Can’t you follow traditions? Don’t
you pay attention at practices or
know what’s in your ritual book?”
“We were talking about Mrs. Wilson…”
“Wilson. The hell with him.” With
that the cell went dead.
The Master prepared to pick up the
lonely little parcel when the phone
rang unexpectedly in the other
room. He picked up the receiver.
“My name is Mrs. Lane,” the feeble
old voice at the other end quavered. “I live next door to Gladys
Wilson. I thought I’d better call you.
She has been taken to the hospital.”
“What!?” answered the stunned
Master.
“I had invited her over for dinner tonight, but she said she
couldn’t come because she
was waiting for the Masons.
She got a little tired while waiting
and went to call someone tosee
if there was a problem, but she
slipped on the carpet and fell. I
think she had been on the floor
for awhile. It looks pretty serious. I thought I’d better call you.”

is when I was a girl during the De- my Obligation?” or, “Am I a Parrot
pression, the Masons helped us.
Mason who says what I will and
can do, but doesn’t follow what I
One Christmas we had nothing. say??”
And there was about two feet of
snow. But a bunch of the Masons If you can “Talk the Talk,
came over with a tree and a huge then,
Walk
the
Walk!”
baked turkey. They put up the tree
and decorated it, then we ate the
turkey and they sang Christmas
carols to me and my three sisters Editor’s note:
until it was bedtime. It was so wonderful. I learned then that when This story was published on the
times are tough, you can depend website of Orange Blossom Lodge
on the Masons.”
#80, from the Grand Lodge of
Florida with the following pream“Thank you for calling me, Mrs. ble:
Lane,” said the Master.
“The story was forwarded to us
“It’s just too bad someone didn’t by RW Bob Cunningham, PDget here a little earlier because DGM-2010, and distributed to the
this probably wouldn’t have hap- December meeting of 17th District
pened,” added the old woman. Master’s and Warden’s Association
“But God bless you Masons.”
at South Seminole by outgoing
M&W President Wor. Ed Rees
“Yes, thanks again,” replied the PM-Mokanna. The author is unMaster, and gently hung up the known, as are many of these types
phone.
of communications, but, this story,
sadly, rings as a true statement for
And as the Master put on his many Lodges, not only those close
jacket, and picked up the little to us, but also others all around the
wrapped parcel to take to the hos- world. The question is: After readpital in the clear, moon-lit evening, ing this, can we continue to allow
he wondered if the Masons today this, and other similar oversights to
really were as dependable as their happen? The answer lies within evforefathers. Or, if the admonition ery true Mason’s Masonic Heart…..
of not letting “public and private what does your heart tell YOU to
avocations” interfere with Mason- do??? What will you do to rectify this
ry had turned into nothing more easily alleviated oversight that we all
than a convenient excuse.
have much too often, overlooked?”

“My father was a Mason a long time Look into your heart and see if you Used with our Southern Brother’s
ago,” Mrs. Lane went on. “He didn’t truthfully can answer this ques- permission, and our sincere thanks.
talk about it much, but all I know tion: “Am I a Mason who follows
the Ontario Mason FALL 2013
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The Holidays

December Religious Holidays: It’s The Most
Wonderfully Holy Time Of The Year
By Nancy Haught - Religion News Service

A quick glimpse at a calendar is one way to see how religiously diverse the United States has become.
This year, December, a month that encompasses the Christian and Jewish celebrations of Christmas and Hanukkah, includes spiritually significant days for Muslims, Buddhists, Pagans and Zoroastrians.
Yes, Zoroastrians: Scholars estimate there are 6,000 followers of the centuries-old tradition in North America.
Here’s a quick look at some of the sacred days that illuminate the last month of 2011.
Dec. 5, Ashura, the 10th day of the first month on the Islamic calendar. Sunnis, the largest group of Muslims,
remember that the Prophet Muhammad fasted in solidarity with Jews who were observing Yom Kippur, the
Day of Atonement. Shiites recall the death of Muhammad’s grandson in battle, an event that led to their
differences with the Sunnis.
Dec. 6, the feast of St. Nicholas. Some Christians revere the fourth-century bishop of Myra, a Greek province
in Asia Minor. His reputation for piety may have inspired the legend of Santa Claus. The tradition of leaving
gifts for children on St. Nicholas Day began in the Low Countries and spread to North America with Dutch
immigrants.
Dec. 8, Bodhi Day. Buddhists recall that Siddhartha Gautama vowed to sit under a tree in what is now Bodhgaya, India, and not to rise until he was enlightened. The title Buddha means “awakened one.”
Roman Catholics observe this day as the feast of the Immaculate Conception, believing that Mary, the mother of Jesus, was born without sin.
Dec. 12, the feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe. Observed by Catholics, especially those of Hispanic descent, the
story of Guadalupe recounts a 16th-century apparition of Mary to Juan Diego, a poor Indian, on a hillside
near what is now Mexico City.
Dec. 20, the Jewish festival of Hanukkah begins at sunset on this date and continues for seven more nights. It
is a remembrance of an effort to restore the Temple in Jerusalem after a period of desecration. Faithful Jews
found only enough oil to light the temple lamp for one day, but the flame burned for eight.
Dec. 21, Yalda, the Zoroastrian celebration of the winter solstice.
Dec. 22, Yule or winter solstice, the shortest day in the Northern Hemisphere. Juul, a pre-Christian festival observed in Scandinavia, featured fires lit to symbolize the heat, light and life-giving properties of the returning
sun. Wiccans and other pagan groups celebrate Yule.
Dec. 25, Christmas, observed by Christians since the Middle Ages as the birth of Jesus. Some Orthodox Christians follow a different calendar, and Christmas may fall on a different date.
...Continued on the next page
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December Religious Holidays: It’s The Most
Wonderfully Holy Time Of The Year (contined)
By Nancy Haught - Religion News Service

Dec. 26, Zoroastrians observe the death of the prophet Zarathushtra, known in the West as Zoroaster. Tradition says he lived in what is now Iran in about 1200 B.C. His teachings include the idea of one eternal God;
seven powerful creations: sky, water, earth, plants, animals, humans and fire; and that life is a struggle between good and evil.
This is also the starting date for Kwanzaa, a weeklong, modern African-American and pan-African celebration
of family, community and culture. For some people who keep Kwanzaa, the festival has spiritual overtones in
its emphasis on imani, Swahili for “faith.”

A Freemason’s Christmas Wish
By Brother Andrew Bradley
It is the time of year when the Brethren rejoice,
and sing carols of praise in resounding voice.
Days of merriment and long nights of cheer,
as we all await the “Happy New Year!”.
It is a time of family and life long friends,
a time of happiness and to make amends.
Roast turkey and baubles and the Nutcracker Suite,
we each have our own way to make Christmas complete.

Then wonder what lessons you may them teach,
and with your guidance what heights they may reach.
So, to all of my Brethren from far and wide,
whether your Christmas be snow, or hot and dry,
may the Architect grant his celestial boon
and keep your good health ‘til we meet again soon.
Take care of yourself and those you find dear.
Keep this festive spirit throughout the next year.
Look toward your next date with our happy band.
‘Til our next merry meeting. Apron, heart, and hand.

As we stroll through this happy month of December
find time to pause and take time to remember
that distinguishing sign of a Freemason’s heart those acts of Charity. How great they are.
As your family gathers ‘round your Christmas tree,
and the children play with giggles of glee,
spare a thought for the poor, the man with no shoes,
whose daily meal is less than your dues.
Remember also the Grand Lodge above,
and the Supreme Great Architect’s act of love.
And practise those virtues we hold so true.
Have some fun! But let Temperance chasten you.
And during this season of peace and joy
look well to our future - the girl and boy.
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The Holidays

From all of us at
the Ontario Mason
Magazine.
We wish you, your lodge,
and your family
a very happy Holiday,
and all the best
in the New Year.

Page 20

the Ontario Mason FALL, 2013

Web Technology

My Grand Lodge
Update
As the Team Leader of Web Technology and your Webmaster, I want
to take this opportunity to update
you on the Launch of
“My Grand Lodge”.

We are very pleased with the initial response and use of the features of My Grand Lodge! Brethren, by your response I can tell
we are on the right path to improve our communications and
stay in touch with friends new and old.
The website is working as it is intended to, ‘however you maybe
receiving’ unexpected emails. Until we can assign a Membership
Administrator(s) for each Lodge and District this may continue. To have an Administrator assigned to your Lodge or District
Membership, please email the Webmaster
You can return your status to “User”, by searching the members
of the Membership, find yourself and click “Return to User”.
This will discontinue the admin emails you maybe receiving.

assigned administrative access when we pre-loaded our entire
membership list into the website. We apologize for any inconvenience; if you need assistance please contact the Webmaster.
Please note that a manual has been developed, you can access it
by clicking How to Use My Grand Lodge. We will update the
manual based on the questions we receive over time and we will
develop an FAQ info sheet in the near future.
You can expect a guiding document for the use of and creation
of Events using My Grand Lodge early this fall. In order to take
full advantage of the Events Feature, we must establish some
structure to empower consistent and reliable search results. In
the mean time, please feel free to use the Events Feature; your
use will assist in the development of the guidance document.
The Web Technology Team is prepared to assist you and provide
training to you, please contact the Webmaster to discuss options. Please forward comments and suggestions to me via email
or using the website messaging system.

R.W. Bro. Richard W. Kaufman
Team Lead Web Technology and Webmaster.

Some have enquired about overall security of the site, we are
intact and have not been “hacked”, again you may have been
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Masonic Education

Q. What Pins and Buttons
Can Be Worn?

A. With the exception of the pin which
designates the recipient as having been invested with the Order of Canada, (which
is the....

Read More

Q. What Millitary & civillian Medals & Can Be
Worn?

Protocol and Etiquette
The brethren of this Grand Jurisdiction
ask a truly amazing number of questions.
Several times a week, our Custodian of
the Work, M.W. Bro. D. Garry Dowling
is contacted by District Deputy Grand
Masters, by Past Masters, by Worshipful
Masters, by Lodge Officers, and indeed by
brethren of every rank
This desire for knowledge, interpretation
and clarification is certainly not unique
to the present day. Indeed, so many questions were directed at our former Custodian, M.W. Bro. C. Edwin Drew, that in
2004 he published quite a few of them in
a booklet simply entitled “Questions &
Answers”.

A second, supplementary edition was
published in 2006, containing entirely
new Questions which were not addressed
in the original booklet. You will be pleased
to learn that these booklets have just been
combined, updated and expanded. The
cost will be quite nominal.

Every Mason will find this booklet an excellent reference. You are encouraged to
obtain your personal copy, It provide a
ready answer to many excellent questions.

A. with the exception of the Order of
Canada – medals and pins awarded for
any military and/or civilian orders are...

Read More

Q. What jewels and pins can
be worn when attending a
Lodge in our Grand Jurisdiction. They also wanted
to know HOW these jewels
should be worn, i.e. in what
order of precedence.?

A. As you would expect, we do have a protocol for that.
With respect to WHAT jewels and pins
can be worn, the topic is addressed in Section....

Read More

Q. How Jewels Should Be
Worn?

Q. How do the I.G. and the
T. salute when carrying the
sword?

A. As described on pp. 115-116 of the Ceremony of Installation and Investiture book,
the proper way to salute when carrying a
sword is to:...
Read More

Q. When a brother has finished speaking in lodge, or
making a report, what should
he do?

A. He should just sit down. You salute the
Worshipful Master prior to making your
remarks. (You are addressing him.) You do
not...
Read More

A. As is the case with the protocol outlined by the Chancellery of Honours for
The Canadian Honours System, all jewels
are worn on the left side of your
Read More

The following are a few
excerpts from this new 2013
edition.
Page 22
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QUESTIONS & ANSWERS

Q. Is the membership informed as to who is on the
Committee of Inquiry, and
do they have the right?

A. Section 318 of the Book of Constitution requires that a Committee of three
Master Masons be appointed by the....

Q. Where does the Master Elect sit on a “step up”
night?

A. When proving his proficiency on a
“step up” night, the Master Elect sits in a
Read More

Read More

Q. Does an unfavourable
report of the Committee of
Inquiry require a motion?

A. The report of the Committee of Inquiry
must be received and adopted before the
Read More

Q. If a brother arrives late
when the Grand Master or
DDGM is present, should
he address the Grand Master
or DDGM in addition to the
Worshipful Master?

A. Hopefully this would be a rare exception to enter after the Grand Master or
DDGM, but the brother would only....

Read More
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Q. Which Grand Lodge
Officers are permitted to sit
and stand during the openings and closings with the
Worshipful Master?

Q. After the Board has been
closed, in the Ceremony of
Instalation and Investiture,
where do the Master Masons
line up when they are re-admitted into the lodge room?

A. The officers elect should enter first, in
the order in which they will be invested.
They should line up in the....
Read More

A. Only those brethren who are presented
(rather than introduced) and who are entitled to assume the....
Read More

2B1 SK1
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Freemasonry and Technology
By R.W. Bro. George Fairburn
Perfection Lodge No. 616 St. Catharines

There are
several things that
bother me about technology; or
perhaps more
specifically, the way
that we are using it
Impact of Technology on
Working Hours
When I studied computer programming
back in 1969, my fellow students and I
would visualize the impact that technology would have on our future. I remember one of my classmates saying: “By the
time we’re 35 we will probably only be
working 15 hours per week – computers
will be doing most of the work for us”. I
spent 37 years working in the software
technology field. In the first few years I
worked about 35 hours per week (summer hours) and had time to play 9 holes
of golf before dinner; in the last few years,
prior to retirement, I worked 50-60 hours
per week, and played little or no golf.
Instead of technology reducing our work
hours, it has increased them – there is
no longer any downtime – everything is
moving faster. Everything and everyone
is available, and is expected to be available, all of the time.
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Are we using technology effectively?

I once served as Secretary to a young
Master who was up-to-date with the latest technology. He would demonstrate
how easy and convenient it was to run
MS Office applications from his Blackberry tablet for example. Although he had
the latest technology, it was necessary to
remind him every month for his message
for the summons. It seemed like he didn’t
plan, but worked in a ‘reactive’ mode –
if you wanted to get his attention you
needed to put yourself in his high-priority queue – then he would react. He once
told me that he was away from work for 3
days and when he returned he had over
600 emails. One has to question - how
many of these 600 emails were important? And is the time spent sorting/prioritizing/filing and cleaning up these emails
an effective use of time? Another important question is: if we are continuously
reacting to outside events, to the priorities of others, how can we ourselves be

creative, let alone productive? We are in
effect living our lives reacting to others.
Whatever happened to planning our
day? It has been my experience that
organizations provide training on how
to use technology, but they provide little guidance on technology etiquette.
Who needs to be copied on an email?
What is the cost of disturbing someone
unnecessarily? By the way if you wish
to reduce the amount of email you receive, there one rule of thumb – if you
wish to receive less email, send less.

Continued on next page.....
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... Continued from previous Page
emotionally,

Now here’s my dilemma
I recently viewed a short video titled “Irrelevance”. It was put out by AFA, the Association of Fraternity Advisors and was
being viewed in Masonic circles. It stated that mimes are irrelevant, because of
clowns (clowns talk, and thus are better)

Encyclopaedias are
irrelevant because of the
vast amount of information readily available
electronically
Who wears watches anymore? The video
concludes that if we want the attention
of the younger generation we must be
relevant to them, and in order for our organization to survive we must adapt and
change with the world. The younger generation has access to so much information, but less and less time to make sense
of all those options. Therefore, to be
relevant we must act quickly to provide
sensible answers to their questions. This
video made me think: does Freemasonry
need to change in order to be relevant in
today’s high-tech, fast-track world? I believe NOT – in fact I believe that we are
relevant because we are different. I think
that

Ask a 20-year old for
how many times he pulls
out his cell phone daily.
It’s OK to use a responsible level of Social
Media - to perhaps locate and foster new
potential members, or network professionally or learn from a community of
Masons: but our beliefs, our ritual and
our practices are fine the way they are,
and have always been.

with the Internet bombarding us
with a mass of ethical and unethical information in the privacy of our
own homes. Bro. Michael Yaxley,
President of the Board of General Purposes of the Grand Lodge of
Tasmania wrote: “Society does have
a need for a body such as Freemasonry. I believe that this need will
increase rather than decrease. In the
next century the work place will not
offer fellowship and camaraderie sufficient to satisfy the social instincts
that people have. Many people will
work at home, linked to the office by
computer and telephone. Others will
work in an office with complex but
nevertheless inanimate equipment.
The irony of the Age of Communication is that people spend, and will
spend, more time by themselves”.

Whoever needs a phone
book – is “print dead”.
When I first became a Freemason
one of my first impressions was that
attending lodge was like being in a
different world, and that was over
forty years ago. When I was hectically working in the last years of my
career, I would be better rested in the
morning if I attended lodge the night
before, even if I arrived home late. I
believe that chatting in chat rooms,
engaging on Facebook, or tweeting
on Twitter does not provide the emotional experience that is needed, and
that our lodges provide. Brethren,
may our lodges remain a safe haven
and be that emotional connection
that the younger generation needs,
and may our Brotherhood continue
to be relevant until time shall be no
more.

It is generally accepted that the pace of
life and its stresses will get even more
hectic than at present. Although people
may be able to cope with this intellectually; I question if many can cope with it
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is social
media an
addiction?
A February 2012 study published
in Discovery News states that Social Media is more addictive than
alcohol or cigarettes. High on theo
list of “self-control failure rates” was
checking in with social media, email
and work.

The study suggested that desires
for media may be comparatively harder to resist because of their
high availability and also because it feels like it does not ‘cost
much’ to engage in these activities. Addictions can be dangerous.
Addictions threaten our relationships with others and overall
well-being. It is increasingly evident
that no one is more addicted to Social Media right now than the media itself. When promoters of Social Media are asked: aren’t people
connected too much? The standard
response is that you can always turn
your device off; but if Social Media
is more addictive than cigarettes
or booze, then it’s more difficult to
“disconnect” than to throw away
your pack of cigarettes or to pour
your booze down the sink.
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District Spotlight

Pictured, from left to right, are R.W. Bro. Munder Jubran D.D.G.M. York District, V.W. Bro. Iain ‘John’
McDougall, R.W. Bro. Nicolas Zabaneh, R.W. Bro. Dana A. Thomas, R.W. Bro. John C. Green, DGM.

Newly elected and appointed
Grand Lodge Officers of York District
have their first Visit directly after
Grand Lodge Communication
Chinguacousy Lodge No. 738 Visit July 22, 2013

With Chingaucousy Lodge’s regular meetings including July and August, it is typically the first meeting
directly after the annual Grand Lodge Communication. In the photo below are some of our newly elected
and appointed Grand Lodge Officers, on their first visit.

Chinguacousy Lodge No. 738 Visit July 22, 2013
Page 26
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A Touch of the Middle East Comes to
Wellington Lodge No. 635 and
York District

In September, Wellington Lodge No.
635 and York District had the pleasure
of honouring R.W. Bro. Manny Jubran
during his Reception as District Deputy
Grand Master of York District.

R.W. Bro. Munder Jubran was born in the
historical village of Nazareth, in Israel. He
moved to Canada in 1986 and settled in
the GTA where he still currently resides.
He is a husband, and a father of two
young men, both of whom are now part
of the craft.
This reception was to recognize another milestone in his Masonic career, that
of being elected District Deputy Grand
Master of York District for the 2013-2014
Masonic year.
The reception was hosted by Wellington
Lodge and began at their Maple Temple
Lodge before heading the convention to

‘Le Parc’ banquet hall for the gala, which
included a fantastic dinner, drinks, and
great live entertainment. A live acoustical violinist, a marvelous illusionist, and a
striking middle eastern dancer (who presented an enticing taste of middle eastern culture) provided vast enjoyment for
the evening.
There were also several toasts, heartfelt speeches, and special presentations
during the evening. Needless to say, it
was a great day for our R.W. Bro. Manny
Jubran, but also, it was a great day for
the craft in general as our fraternity and
brotherly love were truly on display.
We look forward to what has already
begun as a great year, and hope to see
York District continue to grow stronger
and closer under the guidance of its tremendous leadership and exceptional
brethren.

the Ontario Mason June 29, 2013
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OUR MASONIC STORY

Our Brother,
ARTHUR L. “GAT” HOWARD
By V. W. Bro. Daniel J. Glenney

During the 1880‘s one
of the Canadian Government’s key priorities was the construction of the Canadian
Pacific Railroad; to
link the nation from
coast to coast, and
to settle what was
then called the Great
North West, or the Canadian prairies. This
policy was generally
favoured in British
Columbia,
Central
Canada, and Atlantic
Canada. However, it
met with great resistance by the Metis
and Aboriginal populations in what is now
the Province of Saskatchewan, who saw
the new settlements
as an end to their traditional way of life.
Under the leadership
of Louis Riel, local
dissatisfaction finally broke out into the Rebellion
of 1885. The Canadian Government was determined to put
down the Rebellion, by force if
necessary. Accordingly the Department of Militia and Defense
ordered Gatling Guns from the
Gatling Gun Division of Colt
Firearms in the United States to
support the 1885 summer campaign to the Great North West.
Gatling Guns were rapid fire,
highly mobile, multi barreled,
Page 28

ammunition, but Colt
Firearms did not have
enough lead time to
re-tool their production line to accommodate this requirement
for the 1885 Canadian
summer campaign.
Accordingly, Colt Firearms loaned the Canadian Government a
pair of American pattern Gatling Guns for
the expedition.

hand cranked, machine guns.
These weapons were first employed during the American Civil
War, and later proved their value
in the 19th century wars waged
by the United States Army against
their First Nations warriors in the
American West. As they were manufactured in the United States,
the Gatling Guns used standard
American calibre military ammunition. The Canadian Government
logically wanted their Gatling
Guns to fire British calibre military

Arthur L. Howard from
New Haven Connecticut brought the two
Gatling guns to Canada on behalf of Colt
Firearms. His military
experience of 5 years
in the US cavalry, and
later as Captain in the
Connecticut National
Guard, gave him the
necessary credibility
within the Canadian
Army and Militia, to act as an
instructor on these new weapons. His fraternal background as
a Mason and his membership in
the Scottish Rite opened other
doors for him here in Canada.
(Note that the National Collection of the Canadian War Museum in Ottawa holds 3 Gatling
Guns that were supplied to Canada after the Rebellion, as well
as Brother Howard’s American
Scottish Rite jewel.)
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BROTHER ARTHUR L. “GAT” HOWARD
Accordingly, Howard traveled
West with the Canadian Militia,
demonstrating his Gatling Guns
to the soldiers. He traveled with
the Canadian Militia on the little paddle wheel river steamer
Northcotte along the South Saskatchewan River, arriving at Fish
Creek on May 5, 1885. The Canadian Militia, along with Howard,
then moved against Louis Riel’s
headquarters at Batoche. Howard himself would play a key role
at the Battle of Batoche, by actually operating one of the Gatling
Guns in action supporting the
attack. For his many exploits in
the summer of 1885, Canadian
newspapers gave him the nick
name of “Gat” after his Gatling
Guns.
Howard not only survived his
service in the Rebellion, but he
then stayed on in Canada, and
helped establish the Dominion
Cartridge Factory in Brownsburg
Quebec, which eventually became part of Canadian Industries
Limited - CIL. He settled down,
developed his factory, became
a naturalized Canadian citizen,
and as was the law at the time,
was also automatically a British
subject.
As the 19th century drew to a
close, Great Britain became embroiled in difficulties in managing her colonies in South Africa.
These difficulties culminated in
1899, with the start of the Boer
War, or South African War. The
British asked for help from the
Dominion of Canada, The Canadian Parliament decided to support the war effort and sent the

Canadian Army on its first ever chine gun was in danger of beoverseas duty.
ing over run by the Boers, so he
calmly dismounted it from its
Howard, along with what would carriage, and carried it over his
eventually become some 10,000 shoulder to a more secure posiother Canadians, volunteered for tion.
active service overseas. He initially made an offer to the Cana- When his unit was rotated back
dian Government, that he would to Canada in December, 1900,
outfit - at his own expense - 4 Howard volunteered to stay on
machine gun batteries. This was in South Africa. He organized
declined, so Howard enlisted in and took command of a reconthe 1st Canadian Mounted Rifles naissance unit called the Canaas a machine gun officer. The unit dian Scouts. Sadly, he was killed
later became the Royal Canadian in action on February 17, 1901.
Dragoons.
A rumour was circulated that he
had been captured by the Boers
On board the Canadian troop while still alive, and then shot by
ship traveling to South Africa, them as a prisoner. While this althe SS Laurentian, Brother How- legation was probably not true,
ard helped to organize a Masonic his popularity as a soldier and
meeting to raise morale. A news- officer was such that it inflamed
paper article from the Montréal the resolve of the Canadians, and
Gazette and Star, dated February became a rallying point.
12th, 1900, describes the meeting. It notes the Masons present At the time of his tragic death,
and places Brother Howard’s Arthur L. “Gat” Howard was just
name at the top of the list. Good 55 years of age. He had served
quotes are found in this clipping his adopted country of Canaas follows.
da with distinction as a soldier,
industrialist, and as a Brother
“The Masonic dinner was held Mason. As an example of the
with closed doors and skylight, high regard with which he was
only those who were on the in- held during his lifetime, the Vicside of the supposed secrets of torian author, Brother Rudyard
their order being admitted.”
Kipling, actually used his exploits as a model for one of his
“On the morning following, one
of those attending, being adSources:
dressed at the breakfast table,
- Research notes, artifact records,
quietly said: I only want a cup of
and web site of the Canadian War
coffee and a few kind words.”
Museum, Ottawa.
Although in his mid fifties by this
time, Howard was constantly in
the thick of the fighting against
the enemy. At one point his ma-
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-Miller, C; Painting The Map
Red: Canada and the South
African War 1899-1902;
Canadian War Museum
Publication No. 28 1993
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The Heritage Plaque Ceremony
to honour the legacy
of our first
Grand Master
M.W. Bro. William Mercer Wilson
On a beautiful warm Summer
day On Sunday, August 18th,
2013 close to 300 Masons, William Mercer Wilson Medal Recipients and the general public were present
for the unveiling
and dedication of
an Ontario Heritage Trust plaque
honouring
our
first Grand Master,
M.W. Bro. William
Mercer Wilson at
his grave site at
St. John’s Anglican
Church
(Woodhouse), 879 Norfolk Street, South
in Simcoe, Ontario.
This event coincided with our Past
Grand
Master’s
200th Birthday.
Special guests included Donald A.
Campbell - Grand Master, Grand
Lodge of A.F. & A.M. of Canada
in the Province of Ontario, The
Honourable Diane Finley - MP
Haldimand-Norfolk, Jim Oliver
- Deputy Mayor Norfolk County,
Beth Hanna - Executive Director Ontario Heritage Trust, Beth
Anne Mendes - Plaque Program
Coordinator Ontario Heritage
Trust, and Melanie Hare - Board
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and a third time from1872 –
1874.
Greetings were expressed by
The Honourable Diane Findley
and
Deputy Mayor Jim
Oliver,
with
remarks and
comments being provided
by our own
Grand Master,
M.W. Bro. Donald A. Campbell.
This day had
particular historical significance as this
was the first
time a Mason
has been recognized,
in
this manner;
Member Ontario Heritage Trust.
for his contributions to the people of OntarBeth Anne Mendes, Ontario Herit- io and Canada.
age Trust, gave an excellent chronology of William Mercer Wilson’s It is interesting to note, on June
life. He was a Lawyer, Judge, Mili- 16th, 1922, more than one
tary Leader, Newspaper Editor and thousand Masons assembled
a Public Servant. In addition to at St. Johns Cemetery for the
being our first Grand Master from unveiling of William Mercer Wil1855 to 1859, he found time to be son’s granite monument, above
Grand Master again in 1866 – 1867 his last resting place.
the Ontario Mason FALL 2013
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OUR FIRST

GRAND MASTER

For his tireless efforts in bringing public acknowledgment of Ontario Freemasonry to our communities,
we wish to thank W. Bro. Robert Foote of Sunnylea
Lodge No. 661, Toronto Humber Valley District. He
was instrumental in organizing this plaque dedication in Simcoe. We likewise acknowledge the great
assistance provided by St. John’s Anglican Church
(Woodhouse) without whom this would not have
been possible, Norfolk Lodge No. 10, the Ontario
Heritage Trust and our own GL Public Awareness
Committee. We are also indebted to Heritage Lodge
No. 730, and our own Grand Lodge, for their considerable financial contributions towards the funding
of the dedication plaque.
the Ontario Mason FALL, 2013

• He is one of the most prominent Canadian figures of his time. He attained
great eminence in political, military,
municipal, legal and Masonic circles.
Born in 1813 in Scotland, He Came to
Canada in 1832. He was appointed a
commissioner to hold courts of justice
in the Talbot District in 1834. He took
a leading part in quelling the Rebellion
of 1837-8, being cavalry commander
at Simcoe with the rank of captain. In
1840 was appointed public notary and
registrar of the Surrogate Court. The
same year he was admitted as a Mason
at St. John’s and in 1842 became Master of the Lodge, a post he held at intervals for ten years. Five years later was
enrolled as a Royal Arch. Mason, and
in 1857 was entered in the Supreme
Grand Chapter of Masons. In 1873
was elected first Grand Master of the
Grand Lodge of Canada. He received
the degree of barrister-at-law from the
Law Society of Upper Canada in 1852.
Later was appointed County Crown
Attorney for Norfolk and finally County Judge in 1868, succeeding William
Salmon. He was active in municipal
affairs, being councillor and reeve in
Simcoe town council, and Warden of
Norfolk. he Retired fro militia in 1869
with rank of Lieutenant-Colonel. He
died during his eleventh year as Grand
Master, 16th January, 1875, in his 62nd
year.
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Masonic Education

College of
Freemassonry
Enter to Learn,
Go Forth To
The College of Freemasonry, under the authority of the Grand
Lodge of A.F. & A.M. of Canada
in the Province of Ontario offers
a modular course of study in this
Grand Jurisdiction.
The modules cover studies in:
 Masonic Arts and Sciences for

Masons.

 An Aspiring Worshipful Masters

Course.

 A Past Masters Course. (Formerly

DDGM & Grand Registrar Course)

Make the most of
Masonry through
Learning
Explore its mysteries
Enjoy its privileges
Page 32

The learner may take an individual module, or enroll in
a whole course, depending on his
needs at the time, or as set out in
Section 50 (b) of the Book of Constitution for the position of DDGM
or Grand Registrar. A certificate will
only be awarded upon the satisfactory completion of all parts of a given
course.
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Book Review

Native
American
Freemasonry
By Dr. Joy Porter

Professor of Indigenous History,
Hull University

Freemasonry has played a
significant role in the history
of Native Americans since the
colonial era – a role whose
extent and meaning are fully explored for the first time.
Her work’s overarching concern is with how Masonry
met specific social and personal needs, a theme developed across three significant
periods of membership: the
revolutionary era, the last
third of the nineteenth century, and the years following
the First World War. Joy Porter
places Freemasonry into historical context, revealing its
social and political impact as
a transatlantic phenomenon
at the heart of the colonizing
process. She then explores
its meaning for many of the
key Native leaders over time,
for the ethnic groups who
sought to make connections
with it, and for the bulk of

its American membership he
white, Anglo-Saxon Protestant middle class.
Porter contends that Freemasonry offered special access to Native Americans
through its performance of
ritual, an assertion borne out
by a wealth of contemporary
manuscripts,
newspapers,
pamphlets, Masonic sermons,
orations, and lodge records
and writings by Masonic
historians and antiquarians
gleaned from archives in New
York, Philadelphia, Oklahoma, California, and London.
Through these documents,
she demonstrates that over
time, Freemasonry became
a significant avenue for the
exchange, and perhaps even
cocreation, of cultural forms
by Indians and non-Indians.

Click Here
the 2013
to Watch
Sankey Lecture
By Prof. Joy Porter
the Ontario Mason FALL 2013

Dr. Joy Porter is Professor of Indigenous History, and joined the Department in October
2012. Previously, she was Senior Lecturer
and Associate Dean for the College of Arts &
Humanities at the University of Swansea. She
gained her M.A. and PhD from the University
of Nottingham in 1990 and 1993 respectively. She has over 20 publications including 6
books, has organized two externally funded major international conferences and has
held Visiting Professorships at the University of Paris, Diderot and at The Clinton Institute, Dublin. She has also delivered invited
lectures across Europe and North America.
The research underpinning her monograph
Native American Freemasonry: Associationalism and Performance in America (University of Nebraska Press, 2011) was funded by
a Leverhulme Research Fellowship. Other
aspects of her work have benefited from a
number of awards (AHRC, British Academy,
British Association of Canadian Studies, Association of Canadian Studies in the U.S.,
Canadian Government Research Award).
She is currently a member of the AHRC Peer
Review College (History, Thought & Culture).
For a list of Dr. Joy Porter’s publications, please

Click Here
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R.W. Bro. Sankey
Charles Alfred Sankey, 33°
Charles Alfred Sankey was born in the rural municipality of
Brenda Manitoba and was raised just east of Belleville Ontario in the home of his uncle William Nisbet Ponton, Grand
Master Province of Ontario 1921-23. He was mostly homeschooled by his Aunt Grace, then attended Upper Canada
College, earned a B.A.Sc. and was Chemical Engineering Medallist 1927 at the University of Toronto, and obtained his Ph.D
from McGill University in 1930 as a graduate student in the
recently formed Pulp and Paper Research Institute of Canada.
He worked in the Price Brothers Research Department, Quebec City, 1930-1935, and then at the Ontario Paper Company,
Thorold Ontario, 1936 to 1971, as Research Engineer, Research
Director and finally Vice President Research. His work resulted
in many advances in the technology of pulp and paper and its
by-products, particularly alcohols and vanillin.
His interest in education led him to play a major role in the
founding of Brock University, then to be a very active Chancellor (1969-1974).
Music is a very important part of his life, leading to involvement with the St. Catharines Symphony, the St. Catharines
Youth Orchestra and helping establish the Department of
Music at Brock University.
His interest in philosophy led him to become a founding
member of the Unitarian Fellowship Church of St. Catharines.
He was initiated into University Lodge No.496 Toronto 9
March 1927 and is a life member. He is an affiliate of St. Andrew’s Lodge No.6 G.R.Q. and also of North Star Lodge No.121
G.R.C. in Baie Comeau Quebec.
After his move to St. Catharines he joined Perfection Lodge
No.61, becoming its Worshipful Master in 1950. He was elected D.D.G.M. of Niagara District “A” for 1967-1968 and for many
years served as a member of the Board of General Purposes of
Grand Lodge and of many other committees, in particular the
Masonic Education Committee.
In capitular Masonry, he received the Royal Arch degree November 9 1962, in Mount Moriah Chapter No.19, St. Catharines, becoming First Principal in 1970. He joined Plantagenet
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Preceptory No.8 K.T. St. Catharines in 1964, and Harrington
Conclave No.16 Hamilton in 1973.
His Scottish Rite involvement began with the 14° in Quebec
City 25 February 1932 and the 18° 16 April 1933. Following
his move to St. Catharines, he received the 32° in Moore Sovereign Consistory, Hamilton 6 March 1936. Ill.Bro.Sankey, 33°
affiliated with Elgin Lodge of Perfection in Niagara Falls and
became T.P.G.M. in 1944. He served as Trustee for many years
and is currently Grand Orator Emeritus. He was Chair of the
founding committee of Niagara Chapter of Rose Croix, is a
charter member and again served as Trustee for many years.
He was coroneted an Honorary Inspector-General in Quebec
City in 1946 and crowned a Sovereign Grand Inspector-General in Vancouver 8 September 1973. He served as Chair of
the Special Committee on Annual Sessions, Chair of the Committee on Rituals and Ritualistic Matter and Vice-President of
the Scottish Rite Charitable Foundation. He was admitted to
the Royal Order of Scotland in 1947 and was an officer in that
body for many years.
Many other honours came his way. The Canadian Pulp & Paper Association awarded him the Weldon Medal, the E.G.Robinson Award and made him a honorary member in 1973. He
was made a Fellow of the Royal Society of Arts of the Chemical Institute of Canada and of the American Association for
the Advancement of Science. He was St. Catharines Citizen of
the Year in 1973. The Professional Engineers of Ontario gave
him its Citizenship Award in 1978. The University of Toronto
enrolled him in their Hall of Distinction in 1980, Queens University awarded him an honorary D.Sc. in 1980, and Brock
University an honorary L.L.D. in 1983. He was awarded the
John S. Bates Memorial Gold Medal for his outstanding career
and contributions to Canadian Pulp and Paper. In July 2005,
the Senate Chamber of Brock University was named the “Dr.
Charles Sankey Chamber” in recognition of his contributions
to the University in its formative years and to celebrate his
100th birthday.
On 9 March 2007, Dr. Sankey celebrated his 80th anniversary
as a mason, with several senior Masons in attendance.
“Last night I loved. This morning I am love.” April 29, 2009.

the Ontario Mason FALL, 2013

Masonic Education

Previous Guest Speakers:

Dr. Joy Porter, 2013

R.W. Bro. Charles A. Sankey
Dr. Steven Bullock, 2012

If you want to help and make a
donation, please contact:
MASONIC FOUNDATION OF ONTARIO
361 King St. West
Hamilton, ON L8P 1B4
Phone: (905) 527-9105
Fax: (905) 527-8859
www.masonicfoundation.on.ca
Reference Project #2937

Dr. Harland-Jacobs, 2011

GRAND LODGE OF A.F. & A.M. OF CANADA
IN THE PROVINCE OF ONTARIO
363 King St. West
Hamilton, ON Canada L8P 1B4
Phone: (905) 528-8644
Fax: (905) 528-6979
www.grandlodge.on.ca

Grand Lodge of Canada
in the Province of Ontario

Brock University

Dr. Andreas Önnerfors, 2010
Designed by: Mindpress Inc.
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Submission to
the Ontario Mason magazine
The factual accuracy of the article is the contributor’s responsibility. The opinions
expressed by the author do not necessarily reflect those of The Grand Lodge of
Canada in the Province of Ontario, or the Ontario Mason Magazine Committee.
PHOTOS: Need to be sent as jpeg attachments with a minimum of 300 dpi resolution, with
a file name that clearly outlines the intent of the photo’s contents.
CAPTIONS: All photos must have suggested captions of 50 words or less including correct
names and Masonic ranks of everyone in the photo as well as a suggested title that includes
the name of the Lodge and District represented.
NEWS & FEATURES:
All articles must include:• Author’s name, Masonic rank & contact: electronically, by phone
and regular mail,• A brief (25 to 50 word) biography of the author or how he is involved with
the contents of the article,
• The article itself (400 -900 maximum word limit preferred) anything longer maybe considered
• Suggested “pull quotes” from the article carefully chosen as eye catchers for the casual
reader who will then be enticed into reading the article.
• A minimum of four or five photos or illustrations that the editors and designer can choose
to enhance the feature article in the magazine.

All submissions become the property of the Ontario Mason Magazine.
All submissions are subject to editing for content and length, and may be used
in any manner the committee sees fit.
Articles may be submitted to : OMM@grandlodge.on.ca

Deadline for Submissions February 7, 2014
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Visiting

We have often heard it
said that visiting is a privilege
and we know that it is also
a pleasure!
Brethren, I would like to make a few
observations about visiting.
First, what is a visitor? According to the dictionary, a
visitor is a caller or guest. When we visit a lodge , we go as
a caller, but end up being treated as a guest, and as a sign
in one of our lodges states “there are no strangers here,
only friends that you haven’t met yet “.
What are the advantages of visiting? Well as the sign
suggests , the opportunity to meet new friends; it is also
a chance to become acquainted with other brethren in
your district, to see how other lodges do the work , and
to note any differences in your interpretation of the work
. So that it is an opportunity to learn. In fact, it can be a
good substitute for a practice, and could raise questions
that you could seek answers for at a practice. If you are
learning a piece of work, it is an opportunity to go over
the work in your mind with the brother giving it; to
note the pronunciation of the words and the method of
presentation.
Meeting the brethren of your district is in fact preparing
you for the duties you would perform, should you become
a lodge officer. As the director of ceremonies you meet
brethren in the anteroom and to be able to recognize

and greet most of them by name is a great asset. Should
you be senior warden, you are required to ascertain that
all visitors are masons in good standing and you can
vouch for them, or find another brother who can vouch
for them; otherwise you must refer them to a board of
trial. As a deacon it enables you to recognize visitors when
distributing the ballot. As worshipful master it helps you
to know which brethren in other lodges know particular
pieces of work should you require assistance in your
degree work, and as a past master you would know which
brethren you could call on to assist in the installation
ceremony, should you be called on to be the installing
master. It is a great feeling to be able to enter a lodge and
be able to address most of the brethren by name, and be
able to welcome visitors into your own lodge and be able
to do likewise. The bonus to visiting is that the more you
visit, the more brethren you get to know, the more familiar
you become with the work, and you will find that more
brethren will reciprocate with a visit to your lodge.
One other plus to visiting is the fine meals that we
are served at the banquets, which gives us another
opportunity to mingle with our Brethren. If you really want
to put yourself to the test, I suggest that you visit a lodge
outside your own district, where you know that no one
will know you, and have them put you through a board
of trial, make sure that you have your Dues card with you,
and if you want to prepare yourself for one question they
might ask , you may want to memorize the “tyler’s oath “,
which you will find in the book of Constitution of grand
lodge. You do not sign the register, or put on your regalia
until you have passed the board of trial. These are just a
few thoughts for your consideration Brethren.

By V. W. Bro. Andy Skilling
the Ontario Mason FALL 2013
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Grand Lodge’s Annual Communication

Top: pipes and drum playing during the procession of GL officers.
Bottom: Our own Past Grand Masters, M.W. Bros. Ronald E. Groshaw, Gary L. Atkinson, Allan J. Petrisor and
Deputy Grand Master, Donald A. Campbell in the Grand Lodge opening procession.
th the Ontario Mason FALL 2013
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Grand Lodge’s Annual Communication

(Pictured from Left to Right) Presentation of Certificates of Appreciation to M.W. Bro. Raymond S. J. Daniels (PGM)
on the left and R.W. Bro. Gordon Crutcher (Chairman P&E) second from right, by M.W. Bro. D. Garry Dowling (GM)
second left and R.W. Bro. Donald A. Campbell (DGM) on the right. (Top Photo) Members and visitors in the East.
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Grand Lodge’s Annual Communication

M.W. Bro. Raymond S.J. Daniels on right congratulating
Deputy Grand Master, RW Bro. John C. Green.

M.W. Bro. D. Garry Dowling, congratulating newly

installed Grand Master M.W. Bro. Donald A. Campbell.

Pictured:The GM with members of his mother lodge Scarborough Lodge No. 653. M.W. Bro. Donald A. Campbell
sitting on left; W Bro. Steven Jackman WM of Scarborough Lodge No. 653 sitting on the right.
the Ontario Mason FALL 2013
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Grand Lodge History

M.W. Dr. Charles Arthur Downes 33°
50th Year
Past Grand Master
MostWorshipful Prince Hall
Grand Lodge F. & A.M.
in the Province of Ontario

Congratulations and best wish- Lodge.
es to Past Grandmaster Hon.
Charles Arthur Downes for cele“Man is man because he is free
brating fifty years as the Dean of to operate within the framework
Grandmasters. Your leadership of his destiny. He is free to deliband guidance to this Most Wor- erate, to make decisions, and to
shipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge
choose between alternatives.
F & AM Province of Ontario and
Jurisdiction has been an inspiration for us all to follow. It is He is distinguished from animals
by his freedom to do evil or to
hoped that you will continue
do good and to walk the high
to be the beacon to this Grand
Page 42

road of beauty or tread the
low road of ugly degeneracy.
Martin Luther King, Jr., The
Measures of Man, 1959.”
Most Worshipful Grand Master,
the Honourable Stanley Henry
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M.W. Brother
C. Arthur Downe
33 °
Eureka Lodge No. 20 - 1948 to present
Worshipful Master - 1952
Most Worshipful Grand Master
Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand
Lodge F. & A.M.
Province of Ontario and Jurisdiction 1963 - 1967
Past Potentate * Hadji Temple #61 - 1966
Scottish Rite (elevated to 33°) 1966
Trustee - United Supreme Council
(A.A.S.R.) Northern |urisdiction
s.G.r.G. 1974
Honourary Past Imperial Potentate 1980
Ancient Egyptian Arabic Order Nobles
of the Mystic Shrine
Illustrious Deputy for the Orient of Eastern Canada - 1985 - 7987
S.G.I.G. (Southern furisdiction) 1986
Honourary
Holy Royal Arch (HRAM) 1991
Ezekiel Chapter No. 39 - Excellent High
Priest 20l2 to present
Order of the Eastern Star (PHA) - 1954
to present
Past Patron, Naomi Chapter No. 8
(PHA) 1967
Life Member

the Ontario Mason FALL, 2013

Page 43

Grand Lodge History

King Solomon’s Plot
By Bro. James K. Chisholm
with kind assistance from
In the city of Toronto, north of St.
Claire Street on Yonge, lays Mount Pleasant Cemetery. It has
been there for more
then a century.

Doric Lodge No. 316

Since then, many
brethren have chosen Mount Pleasant
Cemetery as their
last earthly resting
place. One may say
that once you are
gone, you cease to
exist for good.

A beautiful, peaceful
place where many
politicians, writers,
scholars, artists and
ordinary men were
laid to rest.

Nevertheless,
for
Freemasons these
brothers are not
gone; they have
changed
their
meeting place from
the Terrestrial to the
Celestial Lodge.

The cemetery includes a very important memorial
for members of the
Craft. It is simply
known as the “King
Solomon Plot”.
The history of the
plot began in 1883,
when the late M.W.
Bro. John Ross Robertson presented it
to the Craft who at
the time of death
were Freemasons or
members of a Masonic body, to provide for “the burial
of indigent Masons,
who at the time of
death were members of a duly constituted lodge,
chapter R.A.M., Knight Templar,
Scottish Rite, etc.” A tall marble
column surmounted by a sphere
bearing the Masonic emblem
marks the plot.
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Although, the summons for the Grand
Lodge Above meetings should wait a
little bit longer.

(Above: King Solomon’s Plot as it’s seen
today)

... Continued on next Page
the Ontario Mason FALL 2013

Grand Lodge History

... Continued from previous Page

King Solomon’s Plot By Bro. James K. Chisholm

The brethren that carried the
Light before us will never be
forgotten, as every Craft member carries them in their hearts,
prayers and thoughts.
In order to show our deepest
respect for those who came before us, we have brought to
Light some of these remarkable last resting places that
carry so much meaning for
those who share our beliefs.

(The pictures on this page are of King
Solomon’s Plot, the one below was
taken circa 1934)

May they rest in peace
forever
the Ontario Mason FALL 2013
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Jewels Presentation

Masonic Brethren
Receive Queen’s
Diamond Jubilee Medal
On the 8th of March 2013. A number of Members of the Peel Regional Police Service were recognised by the
Governor Generals Office, as recipients of the Queen Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee Medal. The Queen Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee Medal was awarded to Canadians who have made significant contributions or distinguished service to their fellow citizens, to their community and to their country. The Diamond Jubilee Medal
also marks the 60th anniversary of Queen Elizabeth IIs accession to the Throne as Queen of Canada. Throughout 2012, an astounding 60,000 deserving Canadians were recognized for this high honour.

(From L-R) Bro. Steven Kemley, of Sunnylea Lodge, No. 664. W. Bro. Wayne Omardeen, Bro. Donald Jorgensen, Both of
Unity Lodge, No. 710. Bro.Thomas Murray, of Harris Lodge, No. 216. W. Bro. Jeffrey Baker of Wellington Square Lodge
No.725.

The medal was designed by the Canadian Heraldic Authority and manufactured
by the Royal Canadian Mint. It displays the
crowned image of Queen Elizabeth II on the
front, with recognition of the sixtieth diamond anniversary of her Sovereign’s accession to the Throne on the reverse.
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W. Bro. Richard Wackernagel
was bestowed her
Majesty’s
Diamond Jubilee Medal
For his years of active service in the Royal Canadian Artillery, his dedication to Commanding the youth of the
Navy League Cadet Corps; representing both his dedication to his local community and his entire Country,
W. Bro. Richard Wackernagel was bestowed her Majesty’s Diamond Jubilee Medal. On behalf of the Honourable James Moore, Minister of Canadian Heritage and
Official Languages and His Excellency The Right Honourable David Johnston, MP Barry Devolin made the
presentation on May 13th

W. Bro. Richard Wackernagel
and W.Bro. Glenn Wolfrey
the Ontario Mason FALL 2013
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A suitable
anachronism
for all ages
Author’s name removed at his request.

A Brother’s Initiation by the Victoria District Junior Warden’s Degree Team this Year

Like all times, these are turbulent
times. The accelerated pace of
change is a dichotomy; the exponential pace of cultural advancement is both exhilarating and full
of potential, yet fraught with peril
and seemingly acts as an incubator for anxiety and fears about
our collective future. As a child of
the seventies, I can vividly recall
the pre-Atari days of my youth,
Page 48

never mind the onset of the Digital Age and its hallmarks of ubiquitous connectivity and instant
information. Like most men who
have crossed the threshold of
middle age, the seductive nostalgia of days gone by often pulls
my consciousness back to a simpler time, a childhood of wood
panelled station wagons and tree
houses; two television channels

to chose from and the thrill of
visiting the public library where I
would quickly become lost in the
aisles of books and my own imagination. In 2013, we are no longer
forced to wonder; we can “Google
it”. So why was I called to Freemasonry?
Continued on Next Page........
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... Continued from previous Page

A suitable anachronism
for all ages

Surely, the hidden mysteries of
our own existence can only be
a mouse-click away? As I moved
through my degrees over
the past year, I have reflected
deeply on the triad of teachings
which our gentle craft has to
offer. Was I drawn for Charity?
As a professional Social Worker, I
certainly felt fulfilled in the area
of helping my fellow creatures
in some very desperate situations. Brotherly Love? I’m a
deeply private individual, and
not disposed to the non-discretionary company of others,
no matter how pleasant that
company may be. Truth was
my calling. This universe has
always displayed itself to me as
the quintessential conundrum
of beauty and mystery, and
as much as Science has been
a reliable source of answers, I
needed more. And so, I turned
to the past, to wiser men than
myself. And as much as I respect the great works which
were once held in the Library
of Alexandria, and can today
be found carefully protected
in the Universities of modern
cities and propagated in an ever
expanding technological, global
database, I found that wisdom
very close to home. In the humble lodges of my district, I found
the men that I was looking for.
Men of varying backgrounds,
ethnicities and interests, men

Author’s name removed
at his request.

who have become my brothers. So
have I found “The Truth” that I was
seeking? Whereas I thought I was
meeting the definition of living a
charitable life, I have re-defined that
concept. According to Bro. Andrew
Hammer in his book “Observing the
Craft”, at the time our rituals were
written the word “charity” was used
as a translation of the Latin “caritas”,
which the Romans offer, is the truth
that I was seeking. viewed as “preciousness”. The ancient Greeks knew
the word as “agape”, which denoted
a higher love of God, a more” profound psychological connection
with Deity to perfect the human
spirit”. In these materialistic times,
this re-discovery was a welcomed
stroke of enlightenment. In terms
of brotherly love, the bonds I have
already formed have transcended
that of a mere fraternity.
There are many service clubs, all worthy and venerable establishments
which any man would do well to
offer up his service. For me, Masonry has offered so much more than
a place to meet other men and to
do good deeds. It is an experiential
process that simply cannot be ‘googled’, nor is a membership signature
the definitive mark of a member. It is
more than that.

the Ontario Mason FALL 2013

That understanding, I would
humbly offer, is the truth that
I was seeking. The three elements which our wise forefathers understood all too well
is the truth. That I entered in
darkness to confront this fact
merely sheds light on the road
ahead. I can’t help but sense
that Freemasonry has always
been somewhat of an anachronism; both ahead and behind
the times, at all times that it
has existed. Walking into lodge
and not seeing a single smart
phone, yet greeting men on
the level with a greater sense
of meaning than this modern
world can offer is something I
look forward to. I have found
what I was seeking, and for that
I thank the men who have provided it; the brethren of Victoria
District.

Editors Note:
The author’s name and information has been removed as his request.
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Why is the Acacia so
central to the Masonic
Legend?

Given that Freemasonry describes itself as ‘a peculiar system
of morality, veiled in allegory,
and illustrated by symbols,’ it
would be surprising to think that
the choice of the Acacia stopped
merely with the fact that it was a
tree commonly associated with
burial customs. Let us ask why.
One answer, is in keeping with
ancient spiritual teachings is
because it is a plant that grants
access, for those who know its
secrets, to the realm of spiritual
vision. It will come as no surprise
to modern ethnobotanists and
those who examine the history
of Entheogenics, that a plant
which has hallucinogenic properties would be prominent in
a system of ethics, morals, and
metaphysics which is foundational to much of the Western
Esoteric system. With that fact
noted, let us look at the botanical
information available concerning
the Acacia, and most specifically, it’s role as an entheogen, or
plant providing humanity access
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to spiritual experiences. One
speculative hypothesis suggests
the ancient Israelite religion was
associated with the use of entheogens (mind-altering plants used
in sacramental contexts). The hypothesis is based on a new look
at texts of the Old Testament pertaining to the life of Moses. The
ideas entertained by this thesis
were primarily based on the fact
that in the arid areas of the Sinai
peninsula and Southern Israel.
there grow two plants containing
the same psychoactive molecules found in the plants from
which the powerful Amazonian
hallucinogenic brew Ayahuasca
is prepared. The two plants are
species of Acacia tree and the
bush Peganum harmala. The hypothesis is corroborated by comparative experiential-phenomenological observations, linguistic
considerations, exegesis of old
Jewish texts and other ancient
Mideastern traditions, anthropological lore, and ethnobotanical data. In his book “Poisons
sacrés, ivresses divines” (which,
to my knowledge, has not been

translated into English), Philippe
de Félice (1970 [1936]) reviews
various cultures throughout the
world and notes the use of psychotropic substances in them.
The use of such substances, most
of which fall in our contemporary
Western culture under the label
“drug,” has in many traditions
been considered sacred. Indeed,
de Félice points out that in many
religions, both in the old world
and in the new, the use of such
substances was (and often still
is) central. The substances, or the
plants from which they were produced, were deemed holy and at
times even divine. De Félice puts
forward the hypothesis that the
use of psychotropic substances is
deeply embedded in human culture and intrinsically intertwined
with what he characterizes as the
most basic human instinct—the
search for transcendence. Thus,
he proposes, the use of psychotropic substances is at the root of
perhaps all religions”
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Acacia
The Acacia is used as a symbol in Freemasonry, to represent purity and endurance of the
soul, and as funerary symbolism signifying
resurrection and immortality. The tree gains
its importance from the description of the
burial of Hiram Abiff, the builder of King
Solomon's Temple in Jerusalem.[18]
Egyptian mythology has associated the acacia tree with characteristics of the tree of life,
such as in the Myth of Osiris and Isis.
Several parts (mainly bark, root and resin) of
Acacia are used to make incense for rituals.
Acacia is used in incense mainly in India, Nepal, and China including in its Tibet region.
Smoke from Acacia bark is thought to keep
demons and ghosts away and to put the gods
in a good mood. Roots and resin from Acacia are combined with rhododendron, acorus,
cytisus, salvia and some other components of
incense. Both people and elephants like an alcoholic beverage made from acacia fruit.[19]
According to Easton's Bible Dictionary, the
Acacia tree may be the “burning bush” (Exodus 3:2) which Moses encountered in the
desert.[20] Also, when God gave Moses the
instructions for building the Tabernacle, he
said to "make an ark " and "a table of acacia
wood" (Exodus 25:10 & 23, Revised Standard
Version). Also, in the Christian tradition, it
is thought that Christ's crown of thorns was
woven from acacia.[21]
In Russia, Italy, and other countries it is customary to present women with yellow mimosas (among other flowers) on International
Women's Day (March 8). These "mi-

REFERENCES

mosas" are actually from Acacia dealbata (silver wattle).

Web. 03 Aug. 2012. http://entheology.com/plants/acacia-spp-acacia-tree/
Wikipedia
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Wisdom
It is clear that “wisdom” is not a thing of itself, but rather a use of
other means and materials gathered over a lifetime. Wisdom is using the resources of knowledge, of experience and of good judgement. It is, therefore, the action, the proper use of the tools of the
mind, brain and soul. The desire to learn is the beginning of wisdom and so it is very significant that we speak of becoming wise,
for wisdom is a creative energy, and its fruits are temperance, fortitude, prudence and justice. The human heart is like a bottomless
well; it is always thirsty and searching for the quietude that comes
only after the heat and turmoil of living has been overcome. In
wisdom there is an intelligent, lucid and holy spirit; wisdom is
knowledge, but not knowledge for its own sake, but knowledge
which helps to widen the horizon and deepen the communication
between man and man. Masonry may be termed a progressive science but it is also a reflective science, a place to think, to become
human, to consider one’s fellow man, not as an integer, but as
flesh and blood, and, above all, as a stepping stone to wisdom.

Extracted from an undated article written by
M.W. Bro. David C. Bradley
when he was Chair Emeritus of
the Committee on Masonic Education
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Ontario Masons’
Child Identification Program
Celebrates 6th Anniversary!

Over 50,000 child ID kits
have been provided free of charge
to families in Ontario!
Even though it is our hope that no parent should ever need to
use their kit, Masons remain committed to providing this comprehensive program “just in case”.
No parent wants to believe that the unimaginable could happen to them, though nearly 55 children are reported missing to
Police in Ontario every day (164 every day in Canada). According to Canada’s “Our Missing Children” network and “Ontario
Child Find”, a current good quality photo is the single most effective tool in locating a missing child. Parents are encouraged
to be prepared by having a MasoniCh.I.P Ontario (Ontario Masons’ Child Identification Program) – deemed “one of the most
comprehensive child recovery and identification programs in
the nation” by The National Center for Exploited and Missing
Children--- kit done free of charge.
Sponsored by the Grand Lodge of A. F. & A. M. of Canada in the
Province of Ontario, the MasoniCh.I.P program consists of five

major components – digital photographs; digital video; digital
fingerprints; vital child information; and a dental bite impression or Intra Oral Swab for DNA. The photographs, video, fingerprints, and child description are burned onto a C.D. that is
compatible with Amber Alert. The dental impression provides
a virtual diagram of the child’s biting surface, which, like fingerprints, are unique to each individual, and further supplies saliva to provide a DNA sample. Combined, this five part process
provides a dramatic, time-sensitive recovery tool for authorities.
Parents are urged to take the 10 to 15 minutes to have this very
important kit prepared. Security and privacy are of utmost
importance. All information are collected on site, processed,
and provided to the parent or guardian in an envelope—along
with the sentiment of all the Masonic volunteers – “We hope
you never need to use it.” After each child is processed, the
data is deleted from our state-of-the-art software. The only
item retained by MasoniCh.I.P Ontario is the signed permission
slip.
For further information on MasoniCh.I.P Ontario or future MasoniCh.I.P events, please check our website:

www.masonichip.ca
regularly for scheduled clinics in your area, or contact a
Mason in your community.

Rob Fleming - President
the Ontario Mason FALL 2013
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Freemasonry and the
First People’s
By Bro Caleb Musgrave

Aanii, Boozhoo, hello and greetKeene Lodge No. 374, Keene
ings, my name is Caleb Musgrave, though among my people and in our ceremonies, I am
known as Kinew Nini, or Golden
Eagle Man. I am a member of
the Mississauga Ojibways of Rice Lake First
Nation, and have been a
member of Keene Lodge
#374 since April of 2012.
Due to the similarities
in philosophies of my
people’s traditions, and
Freemasonry, I became
enamoured with trying
to learn more as to why
the First Peoples have
such an interesting history with Freemasonry. Over the last year, I
have researched heavily
upon my Native heritage and its’ relationship
with Freemasonry. What
I can say first and foremost about my research,
is that both parties have had a Joseph Brant, painted in London
fairly long-lasting, and amicable
by Gilbert Stuart in 1786
relationship here in Canada. This
started even before Champlain boats traded their personal items,
explored Quebec and Ontario.
such as cloak brooches, Luckenbooth pins, crosses and Masonic
So what is this history of First pins to the inhabitants of the New
Peoples with Masons? It can World for whatever the natives had
all be traced back to the 1500s, to offer, mainly fur pelts.”

worldwide. This was no different in the Americas. However,
as time went on, Masons had a
hard time entering Canada, due
to the Papal Bull of 1738, issued
by Pope Clement XII, which
stated that no Catholic
country could have Freemasonry.

What this shows is a very early moment of handing a very specific token to a new peoples; that being
Masonic pins. As many of us have
known for many years, Freemasons
were frequently sailors, and with the
“The crew members of these travelling, we find Masonic symbols

A man of my people the Mississaugas, George Copway (author
of The Traditional History and
Characteristic Sketches of the
Ojibway Nation), was indeed a
Mason.

when First Peoples would meet
up with the seasonal fishing
boats that would come along
our eastern coastline. During
this, according to Historian and
Silversmith Chuck Leonard;
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So it was not until the
end of the Seven Years
War, when France surrendered Canada to Britain,
that we saw very much
Masonry in Canada.
This however, explains
a great deal as to why
the Six Nations of the
Haudenosaunae can be
seen with many Masonic
pins, and even adopting
one form as the Council
Fire Brooch.
The
Haudenosaunae
were allies to the British
throughout the battle for the
Americas. England of course
having much to do with Freemasonry. Joseph Brant (Mohawk), John Norton (Cherokee
of birth, but a Mohawk Chief of
the War of 1812) and Tecumseh
(Shawnee) have all been identified as Masons.

Continued next page.....
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Bro. Caleb Musgrave (Far Left) on his
visit to Niagara Lodge No. 2 GRC for the
Installation of W. Bro. Gordon Bouchard
(Center). Also pictured are Bros. Rob
Hanks, and Hunter, R.W. (Now M.W.)
Bro. Donald A Campbell, and our own
editor of the Ontario Mason Magazine,
Bro. Darian Bacon. W. Bro. Boucher is
holding the gifted Wampum Belt mentioned in this article.

There is a great deal of evidence lending itself to
the theory of the American government’s formation as a Republic was based more so on the Iroquois confederacy than the Roman Republic. Between nine and thirteen signers of the Declaration
of Independence were Freemasons, including Benjamin Franklin. Ben was noted to have said once in
a letter;

traditional belts made of shell beads that would either mark important laws and rules of a specific nation (eg. Ojibway, Mi’kmaq, etc), or mark a special
event for a specific person. The shell beads are either a creamy white or a lavender purple, and when
woven onto the belt can make a stunning pattern.
This wampum belt was designed with the Masonic
Square and Compass motif. With one of my good
friends, and a Haudenasaunae elder, we lifted the
“It would be a strange thing if Six Nations ...should belt and offered it to W.M. Gordon Bouchard in a
be capable of forming a scheme for such a union, sign of honour and respect for his installation.
and be able to execute it in such a manner as that
is has subsisted ages and appears indissoluble; and To me, as an Ojibway man, the concept of freemayet that a like union should be impracticable for sonry is beautiful, and poetic. It blends well with
ten or a dozen English colonies.”
the teachings of my people, and it speaks of many
of the same virtues. This journey of mine will conThis clearly shows where his ideas were coming tinue for a great many years, and I believe it will
open many doors for me. As a recently proven
from; the Haudenasaunae people.
M.M., this chance to expand my knowledge of my
own history, the history of my people, and the hisThis past December when I was of the Second De- tory of my brotherhood, is vast and invaluable.
gree, I was offered the chance to attend the installment of the Niagara Lodge #2. The main reason for
my invitation was that the W.M. being installed was Kitchi miigwetch. Baamaapii minwaa gawaabmin.
of Haudenasaunae/Iroquois (Mohawk to be exact) Thank you very much. I will see you again.
heritage, which was an amazing occasion.
As a Mississauga man, who has had many 		
Mohawk elders in his lifetime, I jumped at the
chance, and was even involved in the gifting of the
new W.M. with a wampum belt. Wampum belts are
the Ontario Mason FALL 2013

Page 55

Masonic History

Edward VII ... ‘Protector of
the Craft’
Imagine yourself as
a Mason sitting beside this Bro. in lodge
during his time. I’m
sure there would have
been some very interesting conversations
or comments made
while he was in lodge.
November 9, 1841 May 6, 1910
Eldest son of Queen
Victoria and Albert,
Prince Consort, Albert
Edward was king of
the United Kingdom
of Great Britain and
Ireland and of the
British dominions and
emperor of India from
1901.
Initiated by the King of
Sweden, at Stockholm
in 1868, the rank of
Past Grand Master of
England was conferred
upon him in 1870. He
was installed as Most
Worshipful
Grand
Master by the Earl of
Carnarvon on April 28,
1875, and served as Worshipful
Master in the Apollo University
Lodge, Oxford; the Royal Alpha
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Lodge, London, and
from 1874 was Worshipful Master of the
famous Prince of Wales
Lodge, No. 259, “never
losing an opportunity
to publicly show his
attachment to the Masonic Fraternity”.
http://
He was enrolled
www.
as Patron of the
youtube.
Grand Lodges of
com/
Scotland and Ireland and was an
honourary member of Lodge of
Edinburgh
No.
1; member and
Patron of the Supreme Council of
the Thirty-third Degree
for England and Grand
Master of the Convent
General of the Knights
Templar.
In 1901 he ascended
the throne, and then
assumed the title of
Protector of the Craft,
while his brother, the
Duke of Connaught,
succeeded him as
Grand Master.
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275th Anniversary of
Freemasonry

Minnapolis Royal, Nova Scotia is the birthplace of
Freemasonry in Canada. Despite some indication
that a Masonic Lodge existed in Annapolis Royal
in the years 1721-23, it is recognized that the first
Masonic Lodge was established in 1738 by Major
Erasmus James Phillipps. The meetings were held
in a structure now known as the Sinclair Inn National Historic Site (Farmers Hotel in the archival
photos in the video). Operated by the Annapolis
Heritage Society, this building can still be visited
today. A plaque located beside it was dedicated in
1938 to commemorate the 200th Anniversary.
In 1827, a stone bearing the date 1606 and the
Masonic square and compasses was discovered on
the shores of Annapolis Basin in Nova Scotia. Some
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Masonic students and historians have suggested
that this stone is to be regarded as the earliest
trace of the existence of Freemasons or Freemasonry on this continent. To commemorate the
275th Anniversary, a replica of this 1606 Masonic
Stone was dedicated in Annapolis Royal next to
Town Hall.

Watch
You Tube Video
Of the Event
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THE SHORTEST
MASONIC DEGREE
IN CANADIAN HISTORY
By V.W. Bro. Daniel J. Glenney

As we are now commemorating the Bicentennial of
the War of 1812, it is appropriate to reflect on Masonic stories from that era. Our story begins at the historic town of Amherstburg, Ontario, on the Detroit
River, a few miles south of modern day Windsor. The
time is the summer of 1812.
The first invasion of Upper Canada, now Ontario in
the War of 1812 occurred on the Detroit frontier. The
American General Hull believed that the conquest
of this part of Upper Canada would be, according
to the well known quote, a “mere matter of marching.” Accordingly, Hull crossed the Detroit River on
July 12 into Canada, fully expecting that the local
population would either surrender or join up with
the American Army. He also planned to capture Fort
Malden, located at Amherstburg, on the banks of
the Detroit River, from the British.
At Adoniram Lodge in Amherstburg, a meeting was
being held just as Hull’s forces were crossing over
into Canada. Captain Fox, a member of the Lodge
and an officer in the local Amherstburg Militia, was
being Passed to the Second Degree, when the news
of the invasion was delivered by a Brother to the
Tyler. Captain Fox later recalled.

The Master finished up in less
than 5 minutes and the 20 Brethren in the room cleared out, the
Lodge being called off.
Page 58

Captain Fox was then ordered as a Militia officer to
carry dispatches describing the invasion to General
Brock at military headquarters at Niagara.
Consequently, the Masons in the local Canadian Militia from Adoniram Lodge were among the first to
respond to the American invasion.
Back at Niagara, having been alerted to the invasion
by Brother and Captain Fox, General Brock hastily
assembled an armed expedition of British Regulars,
Militia and a few Iroquois warriors with Chief John
Norton from the Grand River to travel to the Detroit
River.
On his arrival, Brock met with the Shawnee Chief Tecumseh who had assembled a large force of several
hundred of his own warriors from the Ohio and Michigan territories for battle. (Many of the British Regulars, officers in the British Indian Department, and Canadian Militiamen were of course Masons; however,
so too were Chief John Norton of the Iroquois, Chief
Tecumseh of the Shawnee, and many of their warriors.)
By this time American General Hull had retreated
back across the Detroit River and was bottled up
with bis army inside the walls of Fort Detroit. Hull’s
plans to attack Fort Malden had come to nothing.
Everyone at this point expected a bloody battle on
the American side of the Detroit River. On August 16,
Brock ordered the artillery to fire into Fort Detroit,
and then sent a message to Hull.
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Counting on the violent reputation of the warriors, Brock
pointed out that he could not control their actions once
active fighting began. To Brock’s great surprise, Hull immediately surrendered the Fort and the entire Michigan
Territory. Several of Hull’s senior officers were so disgusted they threatened to shoot him; he later faced a court
martial for cowardice over the quick surrender.

Thus it was that the British and Canadians won the opening rounds of the War. Local Freemasons played a crucial
role in this action, and would continue to serve with distinction throughout the entire War, but that will be told as
another story for another time.
Sources:
Originally published as an article written by V. W. Bro.
Daniel J. Glenney in LUX ET TENEBRIS, October 2010,
the newsletter of the Past Masters’ Masters’ and Wardens’
Association of Ottawa Districts No 1 & 2
Historical Masonic references are found in John Ross Robertson’s History of Freemasonry in Canada as well as Wallace McLeod’s Whence Come We?

Freemasonry has played a very significant,
but unfortunately little known role in the
development of Canada. This is one of the
lenses through which our history must be
viewed for us to gain a better understanding of our evolution from a colony to a
nation. With the launch of the new digital
version of the Ontario Mason, we will
now have a new opportunity to share significant chapters of Our Masonic Story
with our readers, on a regular basis, in this
column.
Respectfully submitted:

By V. W. Bro. Daniel J. Glenney
Grand Archivist
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The Brother’s Goheen ...
130 Years of Proud
Masonic Service by
one family
By Bro. Darian Bacon

For many Freemasons, there is
no greater reward; no better sense
of pride than to see a long tradition
of our Craft at work in the branches
of their family tree.
Is it any wonder that within an order long steeped in
the annals of history, we would see such merit attributed to Masonic lineage?
One such proud Mason is V.W. Bro. Ralph Goheen,
who has not only found joy in following in the footsteps of his father, and of seeing his own children
follow suit; but also in holding honour to the actual
dates associated with these landmarks. With such a
unique story, we felt it only prudent to share it with
you all.
On June 20th, 1883, an application for initiation was
read out in Ontario Lodge (No. 26 G.R.C.P.O.) for a
Mr. Israel Goheen Jr, Ralph’s Great Grandfather. His
Father, Noray Goheen was initiated 59 years later,
and Ralph followed suit by joining the same lodge
on June 20, 1957. His initiation was presided over by
his father, and a team of Past Master’s. In December,
1969 Wor. Bro. Noray Goheen installed son, Ralph as
Wor. Master of Ontario Lodge # 26.
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Ralph carried on the tradition, and on June 20th,
2007 (124 years to the exact day that Israel was first
introduced to Freemason’s and 50 years to the exact
day that Ralph was initiated), he had the distinct
honour of not only receiving his 50 year’s of service,
but in also being the worshipful master that initiated BOTH of his sons in the same night (Kevin, and
Colin)!
Col. Kevin Goheen, now a Brother among Masons,
continued his journey through the craft, while performing his duties as a Commanding Officer with
the Canadian Armed Forces Dental Unit 1. He was
passed and raised in Canada Lodge UD G.R.C.K.A.F. in
Kandahar, Afghanistan. The lodge room (Building
No. 716 on the Air Field) is actually the boardroom
used by Hamid Karzai GCMG the 12th and current
President of Afghanistan. When Kevin was Raised,
he was invested with his Grandfather’s Apron. Bro
Kevin was able to return home in time to witness
Colin’s installation as W.M. of Concord Lodge No 722
G.R.C.P.O. in December 2011. The installing Master
for the evening? V.W. Bro Ralph Goheen, their Father.
A year later, Ralph returned to Concord Lodge to
invest his son as IPM, and presented him with W.Bro.
Noray Goheen’s Past Masters Jewel.
Five Goheen Mason’s, spanning four Generations,
and accumulating a rich history of One Hundred and
Thirty Years of service to the Craft, and counting.
Now that is a tradition to be proud of!
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Bro. Kevin Goheen (right of centre) on his being Raised, presided over my W. Bro. Rick
Fulford (Centre). Note the American Soldier who joined our ranks that evening to the left
of Centre

The initiation of Bros. Kevin and Colin Goheen on June 20th, 2007. Led by their Father
(pictured Third from Right), and witnessed by then D.G.M. R.W. Bro. Alan Petrisor.
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MASONIC VETERANS OF THE WAR
OF 1812 WERE
HONOURED
Five important
citizens of
early Richmond Hill have been
recognized and were honoured
for their service with the 1st Regiment York Militia during the War of 1812

By Bro. Matt Pindera

He was posted at Fort York
when it fell on April 27, 1813
and, being too near the magazine when it exploded (killing two
hundred American
invaders along with
their
Commander, General Pike)
was knocked unconscious. He was
picked up for dead
and, while being
conveyed to headquarters in a wheelbarrow ambulance,
suddenly revived.

John Arnold (1769-1855)
Colonel
David Bridgford (17911868) Colonel
John Langstaff (17741865)
Sergeant
James Marsh
1849) Captain

(1776-

James Miles (1776-1840)
Captain
Two of the above honoured
veterans: David Bridgford and
James Marsh were each members of the Masonic Order –
Richmond Lodge No. 23
David Bridgford was born in
New York, New York in 1791, surviving the War of 1812 before
passing away of old age in 1868
Though born in New York City
around 1791, he came to “The
Hill” around 1797 with his mother and stepfather, Robert Marsh
(founding elder of the Richmond Hill Presbyterian Church),
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and Fort Erie.

by way of ox-cart, a 2-day journey
from the Town of York.
Bridgford served in The War of
1812 with the 3rd Regiment of
the York Militia as a captain and
was ordered to man the Fort of
York. He participated in the Battle
of Detroit and was present when
Commander Hull surrendered.

He was the founder of and most predominant figure in
the Richmond Masonic Lodge
during the first forty years of its
existence.

In 1861 he was awarded the General Service Medal with Detroit Bar
to commemorate his service there.
He was present at the Battle of
Queenston Heights where he saw
the gallant Brock fall, and also
took part in engagements at Fort
Niagara, Chippewa, Lundy’s Lane
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1829, he was listed as Worshipful Master and was
Master of the Lodge for many years thereafter, serving in that capacity for the years 1824-1831, 1846, 47,
49, 52, 53, 55, 56, 57, 58, 60 & 1861 according to the
List of Past Masters, Richmond Lodge No. 23 (V.W. Bro.
Bridgford pictured at left)
His headstone has recently been uncovered but lays
in crumbled ruin just below the surface of the plot.
Efforts are underway to erect a suitable headstone at
The Colonel’s grave site.
James Marsh was born March 11, 1796. It is unknown
if he was born in New York or in Richmond Hill. His
father was Robert Marsh and mother, Sarah Smith
Bridgford.

The five unveilings of the Veterans of the War of 1812
plaques will be performed by various federal, provincial & civic officials as well as R.W. Bro. John Green,
Deputy Grand Master.
Military honour guards and musket salutes will be
given by the Incorporated Militia of Upper Canada
and the York Militia, two War of 1812 re-enactment
groups that will be dressed in the uniforms and outfits of that time period.
A national project that is unique in Canadian History
is underway to honour veterans of the War of 1812.
The purpose of this project is to ensure that War of
1812 veterans are awarded the recognition that they
deserve, not only in the defence of Canada, but also
for their dedication in building the foundation of the
Canada that we live in today.

This project will map and identify the veterans of the
War of 1812 and mark their graves with a bilingual
He lived with his parents and half-brother, David black granite plaque so all Canadians can honour
Bridgford, on his father’s Crown Grant at Thornhill, their service to our nation in this pivotal nation-builddated 1802, where the Don River crosses Yonge Street. ing conflict.
The family eventually settled in Richmond Hill.
James enlisted at 16 in the War of 1812, taking part
in the battles of Niagara and St. Catharines. He was
promoted to Sergeant and later to Captain.
In 1824, he is listed as an affiliate of Richmond Lodge
No. 23 of the Masonic Order.
During the Rebellion in 1837, he became again a soldier, taking his son William, into the service with him.
Later he was promoted to Major.
It is said that James fell from his horse, his injuries Editors Note: Bro. Pindera is a member of the HMS
Nancy Gun Crew, a sub-unit of “The Crown Forces of
causing his death in 1849.
North America” who perform travelling re-enactments
He was 53 years of age.
of the War of 1812.
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Respect for the Elder Mason
The following speech was delivered by Bro.
Chris Higgins at Shuniah Lodge No. 287 G.R.C.
(Thunder Bay) Old Timer’s Night on May 5, 2009.

To the left and the right of
the Worshipful Master, both
in the East and in the body of
the Lodge sit the elder Mason.
These are the Masons who
are not just senior in years but
senior in years as a Mason.
We are taught at an early
age to respect our elders.
When we were young
this was anyone who was
real old, say twenty and
up. When we reach the
mature age of 21 we, if
we meet the rest of the
criteria, we could become a “Mason”. As we
are brought through the
degrees we are taught
many things about
Masonry and the Craft,
but I think we sometimes
forget respect for the
elder Mason. These are
the men who appear at
times to be contemplating the ceiling, when in
fact they are running a
difficult piece of memory work through their
heads. These are the men
who appear to be sleeping, but are lulled by the
smooth flow of the Lodge
work. No doubt you
have seen these sleeping
vipers strike when you
make a mistake in your
work.
Over twenty years ago I recall
reciting my obligation prior to
being raised to the degree of a
Fellowcraft. I was very proud
of having made it through with
no hesitation and no mistakes,
or so I thought. At the end of
the meeting an elder Mason
approached me and said “You
got one word wrong”, he then
walked away. I resented that for
many years. Until I watched the
elder Masons and in particular
the one who had stung me. I
Page 64

for our elder Masons? A great
number of our members due to
mature age are unable to come
to Lodge. Once a year we hold
a night in their honour. As well
members visit some shut in
members and report back
to lodge. As well we hold
a yearly Memorial Service
for our departed brethren
and have a Masonic service
when requested.
Officially how do we reward
our elder Masons in Ontario? There are now and have
been a number of ways and
I will briefly go over some of
these with you.
(1) The Long Service
Medal (Fifty Years a Past
Master), In 1924 this medal
approved to be awarded to
Past Masters with 50 years
experience. The first was
awarded in 1925 with 36
Past Masters receiving the
silver medal. In 1963 this
practice was discontinued
with 482 medals having
been issued.

realized what this elder Mason
had done was compliment me,
in his own gruff way. I had only
gotten “one” word wrong! Since
then I have stood up and forgotten the Lesser Lights! We have all
seen Masons go through short
and long works with and without
difficulty. But the members I love
to hear are the elder Mason who
doesn’t just recite from memory
but makes it sound like a story
from a familiar tale told many
times.
So how do we show our respect

(2) The Veteran’s Jewel of
1928 (Past Masters over
seventy years of age). A
special banquet honoured
approximately 125 Past Masters over 70 years old. They were
all awarded this medal and the
medal continued being issued for
a short period of time until the
supply was exhausted.
(3) Fifty Year Bar (Fifty Years
a Past District Deputy Grand
Master). This bar to go on the
Long Service Medal is of course
for 50 years of past service as the
DDGM. Between 1944 and 1963
when the the bar was discontinued only 12 Masons had received
the award.
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(4) Sixty Year Pin (Sixty years a Past Master) This
diamond shaped silver finished pin was started in
1950 and 25 where given out up until 1963 when
the practice was discontinued.

(5) Veterans Jubilee Medal (50 years a Mason). Fifty years of uninterrupted service to the Craft was
all you needed in 1934 to get this medal. The first
was given out in 1935. No records were available
until 1942 when 115 awards were given out. The
numbers increased over the years until 1963 when
475 brethren were given this award. The practice
was discontinued in 1963 and revived in 1971
(more to follow on this).
(6) Seventy-five Year Bar (Seventy five years a Mason). This award started in 1944 was only awarded
to one Mason before being scrapped in 1963. This
award was in 1944 to Sir William Mulock (he died
the same year).
(7) Sixty Year Pin (Sixty years a Mason). A gold plated pin that was awarded to 380 brethren between
1951 and 1963 when it was discontinued.
(8) Seventy Year Bar (Seventy years a Mason). From
1960 to 1963 six awards were made. Once again
the practice discontinued.
You probably see a pattern that all the medals and
bars were discontinued in 1963. This was because
in 1963 the Grand Master noted that the recipients
of these awards were elderly and for the most part
unable to come to lodge and display the medals.
So all medals and bars were cancelled and lapel
pins were given out as they could be worn outside the lodge. However pressure from members
brought back the 50 year medal in 1971.
Now for some record breakers. The Mason with
the longest service in Canada (not just Ontario)
is Shuniah’s own Brother John A. Walker (1865 1971). Initiated into Shuniah Lodge on 16 Dec
1889 and died 22 Feb 1971. He was a Mason for
81 years, 2 months and 6 days.
The world record for a Mason is Brother John J. Ray
(1845 - 1952). His total 84 years and 2 months a
Mason with Gravel Hill, Tennessee.
Brother Charles McCue (1756 - 1870) of Ingersoll,
Ontario has an unconfirmed record of 94 years as
a Mason.
We cherish the memory of our elder Masons who
have passed on, but don’t discount the living!
They have the experience that we can draw on.
the Ontario Mason FALL 2013
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Concordant Bodies

Tears flow as Shriners
meet those
they’ve helped
By Jesse Thomas
On the one side, there’s a group
of noble men often seen at parades as they wheeling about
in miniature fire trucks, wearing
strange-looking fez hats.
Men who do exceptional work,
helping the families of sick children who, at their most vulnerable and in dire difficulty, require
support and professional medical care.
On Wednesday night (June 5),
Kawartha Shriners hosted its
annual past presidents meeting
and dinner, and for the first time,
invited two families of children
they have supported to be their
guest speakers. There wasn’t a
dry eye in the house after Oliver Matthews’ story was shared
via a heart warming video presentation of his time spent at the
Shriners hospital in Montreal.

Annual
past
presidents
meeting and
dinner provides
rare opportunity to hear, firsthand, gratitude
from grateful
families.

ily were delighted to attend
Wednesday’s function. The people who have helped Oliver with
his treatments, and to have the
chance to connect with them
on a personal basis, is not something you can get at any hospital.”“It’s nice to be able to show
our gratitude for what they’ve
given us,” said Ms Coultice-Matthews. “To finally meet, and see
the faces of, Ms Coultice-Matthews added the greatest gift
the Shriners hospital gave her
family was hope.
“I don’t even know how we
could express the thanks for all
they’ve done for us.”

thews.

“We met one-on-one with the
local Shriners; they came to our
But the Shriners hospital gave hope house and offered a bunch of
and comfort to the family. That has options and hospitals to go to,”
recalled Mr. Donald.
meant everything to them.

Oliver was born with seven bro- Oliver, now three, and his famken ribs, two broken arms, a
broken femur and broken collarbone, and after several tests,
was diagnosed with Osteogenesis Imperfecta, more commonly
known as Brittle Bone Disease.
The disease is so rare that a doctor at the hospital had never
come across the condition in his
35 years of practice.
“Before we went to the Shriners hospital, Oliver’s prognosis wasn’t clear and was a little
negative,” understated Oliver’s
mother, Natalie Coultice-MatPage 66
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... Continued from previous Page

Ella Donald (yellow dress) and Oliver Matthews. far right, were the guests of honour at the Kawartha Shrine Club on
Wednesday ( June 5). Both children and their families shared stories and experiences of being in care at the Montreal

Ella was referred to the Montreal Shriners hospital -- a move
the family considers a miracle.
Instead of amputation, Ella was
fitted with a custom prosthesis.
To the amazement of the Donald
family, her foot has grown a little
-- enough that she can walk on it
and even compete at gymnastics.

“It was a life-changing experience
for our family. It was great to come
out and meet the people who
were willing to donate their time
and money and help our daughter.”It was also a special night for
Shriners and their spouses as they
were given the chance to see, first
hand, the impact of their hard
work and dedication.

the outcome of the care. When
you have a family come out and
speak, it brings a very warm feeling for everyone.” The evening
was equally emotional for the
other visiting family.

David and Erin Donald’s daughter Ella was born with a club foot.
The initial prognosis was her foot
“Ella has the same lifestyle as any
would never grow. The plan was
other little girl and she’s going to “I think everyone will leave here to amputate her foot to allow a
continue to have that with the feeling good and ready to do prosthesis to fit. However, the
help of the Shriners,” said Mr. Don- more,” said Raymond Causton, Donald family decided to reach
ald.
the Shriners Public Relations Di- out to the Shriners for a second
rector and Past Potentate.“It’s a opinion.
rarity that they hear or get to see

“All care at Shriners Hospitals for Children is provided
without regard to a patient or family’s ability to pay.”
the Ontario Mason FALL 2013
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Youth Groups

DeMolay what it does
can do and will do
By W. Bro.
Ron DeMerchant
DeMolay is a youth
fraternal organization
for boys 12-21. It carries many of the same
fundamental principles
of Freemasonry along
with ritual, personal
growth and responsibility. While masonry
makes good men
better, DeMolay makes
boys into good young
men. I can espouse for
many what DeMolay
does for the young men
in the organization
first hand having seen
it before my eyes. My
son having joined and
progressed through the
ranks is but one example of many who have
learned how to be leaders, comrades, organizers, patriots, ritualists,
and generally all-round
GOOD young men.
DeMolay is not a direct affiliate
of the Masonic lodge, Grand
Lodge or concordant organizations but it is bound to it with
invisible ties from its heritage
being sponsored, supported
and nurtured by many caring
masons for over 100 years to
the support of sponsoring
lodges and our own Grand
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Guelph, London and most
recently in
Windsor with
an initiative to
grow into the
north with a
future chapter
in North Bay.
If you could
invest in a similar growth in
masonry for the
future would
YOU?

Lodge Youth Initiatives committee
today.
Under the efforts of DeMolay’s
young men and the guiding
hands of masons it has grown
throughout our Grand Jurisdiction steadily year over year getting bigger and bigger. DeMolay
Ontario has established chapters
from east to west in Ottawa, Port
Hope, Pickering, Mississauga,

While I have
been involved
in DeMolay for
about 6 years,
merely one
quarter of the
time I have
been a mason
I have seen
what it can do
and will do as well. While we
cannot solicit anyone to be a
mason what better way is there
than showing how great masonry is to young men? in our
lives and that includes giving of
our time as little or as much

as you can.
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DeMolay: What it does,
can do, and will do.
From the warm cross-fraternal bond of friendship
between Mason and DeMolay we can see the future
of our craft and it is one of
the same positive growth
that is experience by the
DeMolay organization. This
was made apparent to me in
my district when I escorted
11 DeMolay to a local lodge
for a presentation after the
lodge was closed. Following the ceremony that they
presented I was asked a
number of questions about
DeMolay that I deferred to
the youth to answer which
they did handily.
Then, the most interesting
question came from the
DDGM, “How many of you
have father’s who are masons?” 3 hands were slowly
raised.
I then asked, “How many
of you want to be masons
when you get older?” and all
eleven boys from age 12-17
threw up their hands enthusiastically!

The Worshipful Master exclaimed, “There is the future
of Masonry brethren!”
You are wondering, what
can I do? I don’t have sons.
I’m not in touch with the
young crowd. I don’t have
enough time. There are
many excuses.
Boys don’t need to be a
relative of a mason to be
a DeMolay so maybe you
know a young fellow who
would be interested, tell him
and his parents about it.
Also, as masons we are
taught to give charity an
important place Take a little
time to visit a chapter installation of officers (they are
held twice a year). Be sure to
wear your apron/regalia.
If you have more time, come
out to their ritual or business meeting. Bring greetings on behalf of your lodge,
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DeMolay is an organization dedicated
to preparing young men to lead successful, happy, and productive lives. Basing
its approach on timeless principles and
hands-on experience, DeMolay opens
doors for young men aged 12 to 21 by
developing the civic awareness, personal responsibility and leadership skills so
vitally needed in society today. DeMolay combines this serious mission with
a fun approach that builds important
bonds of friendship among members in
more than 1,000 chapters worldwide.
How do I join DeMolay?
• •Visit with a local Chapter. Once
you’ve found a Chapter near you, ask
about some fun events you may attend.
It’s helpful to get to know the members
and learn more about the organization.
The Chapter’s business meetings are
normally “members only” but social
events may be available for you to attend as a guest.
• •Obtain an application for membership. You can complete an On-line
application here. or download a blank
application for membership and submit it to your local chapter. The application will ask for some basic information about you, and needs to be signed
by two members of DeMolay recommending you for membership, and by
your parents to give permission for you
to join.
• •Submit your application. Your application will need to be accompanied by
your Life Membership fee. DeMolay
does not charge annual dues for membership. Life Membership fees are set
by local Chapters, so ask your Chapter
how much is due.
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