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Seasons Greetings and a Happy
New Year! I hope this issue of the
Ontario Mason Magazine finds you
well and busy in the midst of a new
Masonic year. This issue comes to
you a little later than usual due to
the need to create a new database.
We found that following the printing of the last issue many challenges
were identified, namely; Brethren
not receiving a copy; addresses not
accurate or moved; some cases of
Brethren receiving multiple copies.
We hope to correct this situation
with this new database. Please keep
in mind Brethren, that it is a daunting task with the Grand Lodge staff
attempting to keep up with the
changes. Hopefully, at some future
time, this will be an integral part of
communications between the Lodges and Grand Lodge to increase
our effectiveness in reaching all of
the Brethren in our Grand jurisdiction. Many thanks are due to the
Grand Secretary and his staff, and
the Chairman of Communications,
V.W. Bros. Robert Kliaman and Kris
Nickerson as they wrestled with this
challenge.
Many thanks are due to the staff of
the OMM. Both this and the last issue
were only made possible through the
superb skills and dedication of Bro.
Doug Crawford and his wife Penny
who created the graphic designs

from the

V.W. Bro. W. Bruce Miller relaxing,
having recently completed the
duties as Master for the second
time in his Masonic career.

and layout. They were assisted with
stories and pictures provided by the
rest of the team (without titles) Bob
McBride (Assistant Editor), Matt
Flikweert, Don Hanton and David
Wiggins.
Fraternally and sincerely,
V.W. Bro. W. Bruce Miller, Editor

DISCLAIMER:
The Ontario Mason Magazine advises that, while the greatest of care has been taken in
compiling the contents of The Ontario Mason (this “Publication”) the editor, designer
and publisher cannot accept any responsibility for any errors or omissions that may
occur. This publication has been formulated in good faith and the publisher believes its
contents to be accurate. However, the contents of the publication are not intended as, and
do not amount to, a recommendation (either expressly or by implication) and should not
be relied upon in lieu of professional advice. Neither the publisher, The Grand Lodge
of Canada in the Province of Ontario, nor this publication make any representation,
give any warranty or guarantee concerning the information published. The publisher
disclaims any and all loss or damage which may be incurred by any reader relying upon
information contained in the publication whether that loss or damage is caused by any
fault, error or negligence on the part of the publisher, its directors or employees. Editorial
opinions expressed in the publication are not necessarily those of The Ontario Mason,
the publisher or the staff of The Grand Lodge of Canada in the Province of Ontario.
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from the

Fraternal Greetings to all our wellloved Brethren. During my term as
your Grand Master I will challenge
each one of you in this Grand Jurisdiction to think more seriously
and deeply about what Freemasonry
means to you. I encourage you to endeavour to increase your knowledge
and enhance your understanding of
the meaning Freemasonry in the lives
of men in the twenty-first century.
Get Knowledge; get Wisdom; but
with all thy getting, get Understanding.
When we take our first steps on our
Masonic journey of exploration, we
are admonished and encouraged to
‘make a daily advancement in Masonic knowledge.’ Every Lodge is
a schoolroom and every meeting is a
learning opportunity. Indeed, Freemasonry is the oldest and largest Institution of learning in the western
world, and provides unparalleled opportunities for adult education. For
the serious inquirer and diligent student, it ‘opens the sources of knowledge.’ Karen Armstrong, in her book
A Short History of Myth (2005),
asserts: “We are meaning-seeking
creatures.” Curiosity is one of the
characteristics of human nature. To
uncover the deeper meaning and discover the more profound meaning of
Freemasonry, we must always probe
beneath the surface. “The key to
wisdom is this: constant and frequent
questioning, for by doubting we are
led to question, and by questioning
we arrive at the truth.” Thus wrote
the 12th century philosopher, Peter
Abelard. That is why we call ourselves ‘Speculative Masons’ – in other words, ‘Thinking men’ in search of
Truth.
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More than history, symbolism, andphilosophy, Freemasonry equips a
man with mature understanding of
the meaning of life. ‘Whence come
you?’ and ‘Whither are you directing
your course?’ are two basic questions
our Ritual poses, and then challenges
every man to discover the answers
for himself – what it means to be a
Freemason in the modern world. We
are an initiatory order, inheritors of
the essence of the ancient mysteries.
True initiation is transformation. A
man initiated into the mysteries and
privileges of ancient Freemasonry,
is truly enlightened and, ever after,
views life in a new light.
“Let us now praise famous men and
our fathers that begat us.” Among
the most pleasant privileges that the
Grand Master enjoys is being invited
to attend celebrations of Lodge anniversaries as the Guest of Honour.
These significant milestones in the
history of the Lodge provide opportunities to honour the generations that
have gone before and have left a rich
heritage for the present generation to
enjoy. Following the formation of
the Grand Lodge of Canada in 1855,
the fraternity experienced a period of
rapid expansion under the inspired
leadership of the first Grand Master,
M.W. Bro. William Mercer Wilson.
Many new Lodges were instituted and
warranted. Now, a century and a half
later, these Lodges are now celebrating their sesquicentennial. (This year
alone, the Grand Master will attend
twelve 150th anniversary celebrations.) These milestones in the history of the Lodge honour those that
laid the foundation upon which succeeding generations have built with
integrity. However, a milestone is
not a stopping place, but a marker in

the road we are travelling – a vantage
point from which to chart the course
forward and to challenge ourselves to
achieve even greater heights.
The constituent Lodge always has
been and always will be the integral unit in the structure of Freemasonry. It is in the Lodge where men
are made Masons, where we learn
our Craft, and where the Royal Art is
practised. To find the genuine secrets
of Masonry attend Lodge regularly,
‘read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest” the precepts, ideas and ideals
enshrined in the Ritual, and engage
in the work. I guarantee that you will
be the better for it, and you will gain
the knowledge of yourself. May we
at all times, in all places, and under
all circumstances, “act as the dictates
of right reason prompt us, cultivate
harmony, practise charity, and live
in peace with all men.” Then, Freemasonry will thrive and flourish, and
our small corner of the universe will
be a better place.

M.W. Bro. Raymond S. J. Daniels
Grand Master

from the
Warm fraternal greetings to each and
every one of you that this magazine
reaches.
Let me share with you some of my
observations on the job of Deputy so
far. First, I am sure those who have
preceded me will agree that after
years of preparation, miles of travel
to many Districts and Lodges, and
service on a number of our Grand
Lodge Committees, we realize there
are characteristics that stand out
about this great Masonic jurisdiction
of Ontario. Among those are the sheer
geographical size of our region, the
myriad of new and creative ideas that
stimulate the Brethren in our Lodges,
the common concerns across District
boundaries, the vast wealth of talent
available in our leadership pool on
the Board of General Purposes, the
extent of experience and knowledge
available in the ranks of the Past Grand
Masters and the Grand Secretary and
his Office staff, and in particular the
warmth and sincerity of the Brethren
we meet wherever we travel.
These examples lead you to realize
what a great honour and privilege
it is for each of us to be part of this
fraternity, enjoying the benefits and
making whatever contributions we
can for the betterment of the craft in
the Grand Lodge of Canada in the
Province of Ontario.
The Grand Master and the Deputy
Grand Master receive a copy of all
Lodge summons. You have to be
well organized to deal with this mail
volume and once you start to digest
them, what a great handle you get on
the ‘pulse’ of masonry in our Lodges.
About the summons…
First, I see the reinforcement that
we are indeed in a Renaissance of
Freemasonry. The number of new
initiates and Brethren awaiting
degrees is as much fantastic news

as it is a challenge. The challenge
for our Lodge leaders is to balance
the motivation, education and
involvement of these new Brethren
without burdening the Lodge with
constant degree work, thereby
leaving no time to enjoy the pleasure
of each other’s company. Worshipful
Masters, in this regard, we offer
you the services of any of our
Grand Lodge Standing and Special
Committees to help deal with this
challenge. Together with your District
teams, we are able to offer support,
guidance and instruction wherever
and whenever requested.
Secondly, the content of a Summons
often seems to be directed towards
those who we know will attend
Lodge, while ignoring that significant
portion of the membership unable to
attend. Brethren, just as the mandate
of the Ontario Mason magazine is
to bring interesting and informative
Masonic news to as many of the
Masons in the Jurisdiction as
possible, the Lodge summons should
serve the same goal for our Lodge
membership. I encourage Masters
and Secretaries to be aware of this
mandate and to consider print size
and style, but especially content
that lets ALL your Brethren know
what is going on in your Lodge. An
informed membership is a healthy
membership.
These observations gained from
reading the summons, lead me to
reflect upon our Masonic teachings.
As ‘older’ members we must continue
to educate ourselves in Masonic
history and tradition so that we can
respond to the queries of our newer
members. We must share without
imposing. We must mentor without
dictating. We must listen. As newer
members we must appreciate the
legacy. We must seek to understand

the Masonic philosophy. We must
respect what was and is and we must
begin to articulate the masonry of the
future. We must listen.
We thank the Great Architect for the
Masonic legacy we now enjoy and for
the renaissance of Freemasonry we
are experiencing in this jurisdiction.
As we give thanks for everything
that Freemasonry has given to us, we
need also to look outward beyond our
Masonic boundaries. Although just
past the seasons of Thanksgiving and
the special time of Remembrance we
observe in our great country, let us
never loose sight of the contributions
being made daily on our behalf by
the men and women who have given
and continue to give their lives for
the cause of freedom.
In closing, Brethren,… remember…
a Mason should never have to
defend his participation in this great
fraternity. He leads by example, he
exemplifies his beliefs in his daily
actions; he is Freemasonry in all
he does. He is a part of the greatest
fraternity in the world.

R.W. Bro. D. Garry Dowling
Deputy Grand Master
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A man and a brother,
giving and loving
A tribute to R.W. Bro. Brian Ernest Bond
By R.W. Bro. Robert C. McBride, Assistant Editor

Brian E. Bond was Initiated into Freemasonry in Dentonia
Lodge No. 651 G.R.C. on 7 October 1971, Passed to the
Second Degree on 13 January 1972 and Raised to the
Sublime Degree of a Master Mason on 10 February 1972,
becoming Dentonia Lodge’s W. Master in December 1987
and Toronto District Four
D.D.G.M. in 1990. In 1991 he
Affiliated with Canada Lodge
No. 532 G.R.C. in Pickering,
Ontario, and celebrated 25
years as a Mason in 1996.
The following year, in 1997,
he was appointed to the Board
of General Purposes, serving
as Chairman of the Computer
Resources Committee for
the next twelve years. An
honorary member of many
Lodges, R.W. Bro. Bond
was W. Master of Brougham
Union Lodge No. 269 G.R.C.
in Claremont in 2006 and W.
Master of Heritage Lodge No.
730 G.R.C. in 2008. R. Ex.
Companion Bond rose to be
a First Principal of Oakwood
Chapter and was also elected
as the Grand Superintendent of
District 8 which encompassed
a number of Chapters of the
Royal Arch Masons in the
Toronto area. He Passed to
the Grand Lodge Above on 25
March 2009.
Over one hundred fellowMasons attended a Masonic Memorial Service on 29
March 2009 at The Mount Lawn Cemetery Chapel in
Whitby, Ontario, immediately followed by a celebration
of his life, conducted by The Reverend Dr. Kenneth B.
Bice, CD, D.D. KGSJ.
R.W. Bro. Bice aptly summarized everyone’s thoughts
that afternoon when he said, “Brian Ernest Bond,
or Brian as we had come to know him, was a man of
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great resolve and determination. You may recall how
he influenced the family or each of you over the years
as you came to know him. I am sure he will always be
remembered for his unique personality, as I am also sure
each of us will be remembered for our own uniqueness.
… We celebrate this life, this
beautiful life, this mysterious
life, this precious life that
was Brian, this man who
loved his wife and the entire
family, his home, and work;
and his many friends in the
Masonic Order. This honest,
hard-working man who gave
no cause for dislike and every
reason for admiration. Yes,
it was appointed for Brian
to live. This he did fully.
He squeezed out of life the
happiness that comes from
giving and loving. Not with
any pretension or selfish goal,
but perhaps understanding
that happiness does not come
from getting, but from giving.
There is no greater lesson
that we can teach each other
and our children than that. …
Brian was devoted. I think
that is one way to describe
him. He was successful in
his family life, his business
life and his life in various
fraternal orders, especially
those of the Masonic Order.
… As a member of the Board of General Purposes of the
Grand Lodge of Ancient Free and Accepted Masons of
Canada in the Province of Ontario, Brian spent much
time in making the Craft which he loved so dearly a little
bit better for him having been involved.”
Our thoughts and prayers are with his wife Bev, daughter
Colleen, nephew Renee, and the other members of the
family.

South Huron Masonic
District leads in
MasoniCh.I.P. events
By R.W. Bro. John Reynolds, DDGM , South Huron
CD into their system, an Amber Alert
can be broadcast.
South Huron Masonic District has
held three MASONICh.I.P. events so

The MASONICh.I.P. is the most
comprehensive child identification
program currently available which is
designed to give families a measure
of protection against the ever increasing problem of missing children. This
program is brought exclusively to
Ontario families by Masons, free of
charge and has worked successfully
in more than twenty American states
for many years.
The MASONICh.I.P. has five major
components: vital child information,
digital fingerprints, digital photographs, a digital video, and a dental
bite impression. To maintain security
and privacy, all information collected
is burned onto a CD that is given to
the parents or guardian. The Masons
maintain no files or records. When
a child goes missing the parent or
guardian takes the CD to their local
police agency and, within forty two
seconds after the police loading the

and a keen and willing core of volunteers. The Carlow/Clinton/Goderich event co-ordinators were W. Bro.
Lynn Ferguson, R.W. Bro. Greg Ha-

W. Bro. Jim Craig heads up Registration at the Suncoast Mall in
Goderich, assisted by volunteers from Maitland Lodge No. 33 in
Goderich and Clinton Lodge No. 84 with wives and friends.
far. Four more are scheduled before
zlitt and W. Bro. Dwayne Rising.
June, and several are in the planning
for the fall. On 23 August 2008 and 4 The MASONICh.I.P. is supported
April 2009, Morning Star Lodge No. by Masons and any individual may
309, Carlow hosted the Program at made a donation for which they may
the Suncoast Mall in Goderich. The receive a Tax Receipt if they wish.
Lodge was assisted by volunteers Cheques may be sent to 306 Russell
from Maitland Lodge No. 33 G.R.C. St., Woodstock, Ontario, N4S 2Z6
in Goderich and Clinton Lodge No. quoting the Project No. 2552.
84 G.R.C. along with
wives and friends.
Between the two
events, 308 children
have been identified
and local Masons
look forward to a
third event, possibly
one year from now.
Program success is
dependent on early
organization, a great
deal of advertising
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Our Grand Master talks to the
media about Brown’s ‘Lost symbol’

By Cynthia Reason of the Etobicoke Guardian,
reprinted with their kind permission

For a ‘secret society’ of best-selling proportions, the Freemasons sure aren’t doing a lot to hide - in fact, they’re
doing just the opposite in the wake of the release of Dan
Brown’s latest expose cum thriller novel.

The first question asked of Daniels and Andrew J. Turk,
the District Deputy Grand Master of Toronto Humber
Valley, is just what the Masons are all about.

In The Lost Symbol, which sold more than a million copies on its first day, Freemasonry is used as the shrouded
backdrop of symbolotry and allegory through which hero
professor Robert Langdon must navigate in order to find
a hidden pyramid and unlock the “Ancient Mysteries”
concealed within for the evil Freemason hellbent on becoming God.
Stirring much controversy and sending conspiracy theorists worldwide into a frenzy of online attempts to uncover the dark ‘secrets’ of the society, even the book’s
release date, Sept. 15 (or 09/15/09), led to widespread
speculation as to a secret Masonic meaning, adding up,
as the numbers do, to 33 - the highest degree of membership to which Freemasons can honorarily achieve.
But Grand Master Raymond S.J. Daniels, a 33rd degree
member himself who oversees more than 50,000 Masons
in 571 Lodges in Ontario’s 44 districts, said much of the
speculation surrounding the Freemasons is unfounded,
especially the contention that they’re a secret society.
To prove his point, he threw wide open the doors at the
Weston Temple at Humber Masonic Lodge to The Guardian news staff for a tour, and some explanations recently.
“The first thing everyone says is that we’re a secret society. But I’m here, I invited you here, there’s a sign outside indicating what we are, and we’re listed in the phone
book. If we wanted to be a secret society, we sure aren’t
going about it in the right way, are we?” he said. In light
of the public relations nightmare created by the closed
door mentality of the Catholic church in the wake of the
release of Brown’s The DaVinci Code, Daniels said the
Freemasons - or at least the Canadian ones - wanted to be
as open as possible, lest the proliferation of misinformation spread even further.
“After (DaVinci), the Catholic Church made the biggest
mistake and closed themselves off. That just made people think ‘what are they trying to hide?’” he said, noting
that he saw The Lost Symbol’s release as an opportunity
rather than a threat.
“Misinformation and conspiracy theories sell, but you
can’t read a novel or watch a movie or go online to learn
the truth about us. If you want to know, ask a Mason.”
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Grand Master Raymond S. J. Daniels and D.D.G.M.
Andrew J. Turk at the altar in the Weston Temple.
Guardian photo/ANICE WONG

If one were to take in the symbol-rich surroundings
within the double-doored enclave of the Weston Masonic
Temple’s inner sanctum without proper context, it would
be easy to plunge the room into literary darkness and
envision the eerie initiation ceremony Brown described
in the prologue to The Lost Symbol. A wooden altar,
topped with the “Volume of Sacred Law” (which could
be any number of books, from the Torah to the Bible to
the Qur’an, depending on the faith background of the
initiate), lies in the middle of the room, surrounded on
all sides by seating lining the walls. The altar is flanked
on three of its corners by pedestals from the Doric, Ionic
and Corinthian periods, representing wisdom, strength
and beauty. A floating “G” hovers from above, standing
for both geometry and God. Even the carpet that covers
the room’s floor is emblazoned with the telltale Masonic
Square and Compasses - the stonemason’s tools and implements dating back to the building of King Solomon’s
Temple. But unlike the initiation ceremony detailed by
Brown, both Daniels and Turk contend that nothing bordering on the occult has ever occurred in their presence
within a Masonic Temple.
“To preface the book, Brown says that all rituals detailed
in the book do exist, but what he CONTINUED NEXT PAGE

fails to mention is that he’s taken a bit from here and a bit
from there. Take the initiation ritual at the beginning of
the book, in this Lodge, no one has ever drunk blood-red
wine out of a human skull,” Daniels said with a laugh, denying the initiation rite described by Brown. “The bottom
line is, everything is deeply symbolic...we’re not building
King Solomon’s temple, we’re building a temple that is
ourselves.”
“The rituals are not painful, they’re not demeaning. This
is a fraternal organization, and our rituals are meant to
leave you almost with the same feeling as if you’ve gone
to church,” Turk added.
The Weston Masonic Temple has been located at 2040
Weston Rd. since 1924 today boasts 125 members with a
waiting list of 12 candidates. Turk said that in recent days
he’s been touring two prospective initiates a week - men
who are drawn, unsolicited, to the Masons for their philosophy over theology approach to spiritualism.
“Our new initiates are telling me they like the idea of
spirituality, they like the idea of God and of knowing
their creator, but they’re not fond of the indoctrination of
church. What they’re looking for is a level of spirituality
you just can’t get anywhere else these days - we don’t
offer salvation, we’re teaching our own brand of spirituality,” he said.
To join the Masons, though, is a somewhat rigourous procedure. No member is ever invited or solicited to join,

but must seek out a Mason of his own accord. Then, they
are often encouraged to go to their local Lodge, to talk
to a Mason about what the fraternity is all about. Should
they wish to continue, a petition is filled out, promising
that the applicant expects no monetary gain from membership. A three-member interview with the man and his
family follows, along with an investigation into his past
moral conduct (no one with a criminal record need apply)
and if the results are favourable, a ballot goes out. Only
once the initiate has gained the confidence of his Brethren, can a man be initiated.
And only then can the true secrets of Freemasonry be revealed, Daniels said, describing the brotherhood as self
development in five stages - self examination, self discovery, self analysis, self realization and self fulfillment.
“We initiate 1,300 men a year in Ontario, and many of
them are young men who are well-educated and wellinformed, but are looking for something they can’t find
in society today in a time when there’s little stability at
work or in the home. There are very few trustworthy role
models out there who can provide that continuity, stability and spirituality these men want and need. We’re not
saying we can find that for them, but we can point them
in the right direction - the best part of the experience is
sharing it,” he said.
“We have that bond, and that’s the real secret Freemasonry. It can’t be put into words. It can’t be explained. It
must be experienced.”

A Challenge To New Masons: Travel!
By Bro. Chris Plante
Tottenham Lodge No. 467 G.R.C.
When I was first Initiated, I assumed
everyone there that night was a
member of the Lodge. The next
month thirty percent of those faces
weren’t there. The month after that I
had realized that those Brethren that
make up from one to fifteen faces in
the crowd are visitors.
To me, visitors make up a very
important part of the Lodge. They
are the Brethren that go above and
beyond their obligation by showing
their support, brotherly love, and
interest of your Lodge. They show
a new Brother either doing a First,
Second or Third Degree that they are
there for them when they don’t really
need to be.
Travelling leads to many things:
experiencing the extraordinary looks

of the different Lodges, meeting
Brethren that have like interests and,
most importantly, witnessing the way
other Lodges operate and customs
different from your own. Whether it’s
the way they conduct business or the
way the Ritual is done, perhaps with
a new Charge you may never have
heard. If you can pick up anything
useful and apply it to your Lodge or
your life, then you have gained from
it.
I would suggest having a look at
the Grand Lodge web site. There
you can find Lodges to attend by
location, District, meeting night or
Lodge number. Interestingly, if you
pay attention while looking you’ll
even find Lodges that some of us new
Masons may not know about, such
as Saturday and Daylight Lodges.
It’s also fun to have a “Masonic

Passport”, a booklet that you can
have the Secretary of the Lodge you
are visiting sign when you are there
and even put their seal on it. It’s a
wonderful keepsake to look back at.
Support your District, support your
D.D.G.M. by visiting when he is
visiting and, most importantly, if
you are new to the Craft and don’t
know many faces, make sure you
carry your dues card. The one thing
that I found out when I first visited
my grandfather’s Lodge is that you
may go through a Board of Trial.
Hopefully yours runs a little more
smoothly than mine did, but luckily
the boys at Humber Lodge No. 305
had patience.
If you think your Lodge is interesting,
e-mail me. I’d love to visit.
cplante98@rogers.com
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humour’s second coming

R.W. Bro. J. Harry Seeley during a
book signing of “For Laughing Out
Loud” at Harmony Lodge No. 370
G.R.C. in Phillipsville, Ontario.
“We came into this world without
our permission and we have to leave
it against our will. It is what we do
with the time in between that makes
life worthwhile. We can approach
each day expecting the worst and find
it or we can put on a happy face, pull
ourselves up by our attitudes and live
life to the fullest. A part of that reward
is laughter. It is one of the most
wonderful drugs on the market and it
is totally free to all who will embrace
it. There are no harmful effects from
an overdose. It is perfectly safe.”
Those lines were written by the St.
Lawrence District Chaplain and
Chaplain of Harmony Lodge No.
370 G.R.C., former well known
Elgin United Church minister for
thirty-four years, R.W. Bro. J. Harry
Seeley, in his second book of jokes
“For Laughing Out Loud” that
follows “Tell Us a Story – Jokes for
all Occasions”, published in 2006.
In a brief foreword, the author writes:
“Following my first book, ‘Tell Us
a Story,’ a collection of jokes and
stories that I have told in sermons and
talks of various kinds, some people
asked for another. This is an attempt
to comply with that request. It is an
account of humorous events that I

Besides the foreword and introduction,
chapters of the books are:
Pre-School, School Daze, Dundalk,

a real high on life. If you should
meet people who seem to have no
happiness, not even a smile to share,
give them one of yours, for there is
none who need humour as much as
those who have none to give. What
often happens is that when you give

Student Minister, Northern Ontario,
Elgin – Portland – Phillipsville,
Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals,
Gervis Black, Characters, Jokes, In
Other Words, One-liners, Sports,
Christmas Jokes and Conclusion.
R.W. Bro. Seeley further stated: “I
hope this book will give you some
happiness and help you to experience

someone a smile, they will give one
back to you. The Good Book says
‘Cast your bread upon the waters
and it will return to you a hundredfold.’ The same can be said about the
happiness we share.”
The book is for sale in Athens at
Stedman’s and in Brockville at Leeds
County Books.

have heard about or experienced.
There are also jokes and stories I
have gleaned from other sources.”

Offering something a little nicer
from Brother to Brother;
While supplies last, save $100.00 off either or both of these
fine quality all leather shoes for Lodge dress and
after work casual.
Available only at LASHBROOK’S
50 Westmount Road North, Waterloo,
Please present current Lodge membership card or ask for Bill
10 Ontario Mason Fall 2009

Taken at a park in North East Toronto off of Midland
Avenue South of the 401 Highway the Filipino Cable
Tow and Coronati Picnic on July 20 2008. Photo
shows the children playing a game. Ervin Asparis and
Jen Jensen were in charge.

T he Gunsmith
of Grenville County

Masons are a very diverse
group with many different interests.
Many are creative. Some, like W. Bro.
Peter Alexander of Rising Sun Lodge
No. 85 G.R.C., of Athens, Ontario,
build and create Muzzleloaders.
When you see him at work, he is in
a different world. A more romantic
world, perhaps, without hunting
restrictions, plenty of game,
beautifully decorated
Muzzleloaders,
created with
superb
craftsmanship. Many
of us long for those
days of old when
many had to
provide
their
o w n
food,
make their
own
tools
and build their
own rifles. The
temptation to relive
those days can be too
much to resist, but many
try to do just that. Call them
what you wish – re-enactors,
hobbyists, dreamers, collectors – it
doesn’t matter. They enjoy what
they do. Bro. Peter Alexander, the
gunsmith of Grenville County, helps
many of them do it.
For many, Peter is their link
to the past. He will create or help build
an American Longrifle Muzzleloader
that will make you think you’re Davy
Crocket. Peter retired from teaching
high school in 1999. He and his
wife bought a six acre property in
the country near Athens that had a
beautiful 1840 stone house, a modern

workshop and plenty of room
of a column by Peter
for visitors.
in
the
Muzzleloader
Peter now takes
magazine. Topics covered in
care of his property,
the book and the videos are shop
belongs to his
setup, tools, engraving, carving and
Lodge
finishing. The video set is entitled:
a n d
“Building the American Longrifle.
c r e a t e s Another book entitled Recreating the
A m e r i c a n American Longrifle sold more than
Longrifles.
He fifty thousand copies and is written
explained,
“When by Peter Alexander, William Buchele
my grandmother took and George Shumway.
me, a seven-year-old, to see
A plain Alexander rifle
Walt Disney’s Davy Crocket, it consists of basic curly maple, fine,
was my first encounter with the with historically accurate style and
Kentucky rifle. There was something architecture, CONTINUED NEXT PAGE
about thatLongrifle,
buckskins, even the
coonskin cap that has
stayed with me. Years
later, in the early
1970’s, I discovered
that people were
making them and I
decided that I could
too. I apprenticed
under Cliff Jackson,
of Nedrow, New York,
a wonderful old man,
who could make
anything with very
little. He taught me
well. My first signed
rifle was seen, years
later, in Georgia.”
Alexander
is the author, coauthor and producer
of several books and
a progressive video.
His first book, The
Gunsmith of Grenville
Gunsmith and Mason, W. Bro. Peter Alexander of
County, grew out Rising Sun Lodge No. 85, Athens Ontario.
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parallel-sided barrel, modest carving,
Siler lock, single trigger, trigger
guard, side plate, ramrod pipes and a
muzzle cap. Each rifle is hand shaped
to fit a particular customer. Peter is
willing to teach anyone build his own
rifle with regularly scheduled courses
during the summer.

in York, Pennsylvania, circa 1780
-1820. I very much admire his stock
architecture and his carving style so
I pretended to be a gunsmith who
apprenticed to Ernst and, as well, a
Mason. My customer, naturally, was
a very wealthy Mason who wanted
a rifle full of Masonic symbolism,
and so I set
to
work.
The
main
problem
was making
the Masonic
symbols
seem to be
at home in
the overall
decoration.
Masonic
symbols are
essentially
geometric
in contrast
to
the
prevailing
decorative
style called
‘American
Rococo’,
w h i c h
consists of
The Gunsmith of Grenville County, W. Bro. Peter
flowing C
Alexander, shows an American Longrifle Muzzleloader
and S scrolls,
to M.W. Bro. T. Shand.
flowers, and
The calibre of a Longrifle such. At any rate, I really had fun
refers to the size of bore and barrel. with this project. There is over $200
It can be more than .50 or less than of sterling silver inlayed in the brass
.45. The firing mechanism of a and in the tiger maple stock. There is
Muzzleloader is either flintlock or more than four feet of sterling silver
percussion. There are pros and cons wire, .008” thick, accenting the relief
to both. Interestingly, flint locks do carving.
not have to be registered. Percussions
For those Brethren who are
do.
shooters, the rifle has a 44” octagon
Bro. Alexander also made .50 calibre rifled barrel made by the
several Masonic Muzzleloaders for Getz barrel company. The barrel is
Masonic Lodges, including his own swamped, which means it is widest
Lodge, Rising Sun No. 85, to be used in diameter at the breech, tapers
in fund raising Masonic Draws that to within 6” of the muzzle, goes
have been very successful.
parallel, then flares slightly to the
He wrote the following upon muzzle. This style of barrel gives a
completion of the Muzzleloader he perfect balance to the gun, and the
made for Rising Sun Lodge: “The long sighting plane between front and
rifle is a recreation on the work of rear sights makes for precise aiming.
Adam Ernst, a gunsmith who worked When “shooting in” the rifle, which
12 Ontario Mason Fall 2009

means, working up a load for it, Bro.
Alexander expects to place “5 balls
within a 1 “ group at 50 yards from
my bench rest.” The flintlock, made
by Jim Chambers, and “tuned” by
me provides for instant and reliable
ignition.

The Ontario
Mason
Magazine
Masonry in action in your community!

Have news for us?
PHOTOS need to be sent as
JPEG attachments with 300 dpi
resolution, with a file name that
clearly outlines the intent of the
photo’s contents.
CAPTIONS: All photos must
have suggested captions of 50
words or less including correct
names and Masonic ranks of
everyone in the photo as well as a
suggested title that includes the
name of the Lodge and District
represented.
NEWS & FEATURES:
All articles must include:
• Author’s name, Masonic rank
& contact: electronically, by phone
and regular mail,
• A brief (25 to 50 word) biography of the author or how he is
involved with the contents of the
article,
• The article itself (400 maximum word limit, as our magazine
has only 32 pages),
• Suggested “pull quotes” from
the article carefully chosen as eye
catchers for the casual reader who
will then be enticed into reading
the article,
• A minimum of four or five
photos or illustrations that the editors and designer can choose from
to enhance the feature article in the
magazine.

Safe Harbour Once Again:
Bayport Lodge No. 249 G.R.C.
By R.W. Bro. David G. Walker,
Treasurer, Bayport Temple Corporation

The newly-refurbished Masonic
Temple at 229 Albert Street, Victoria
Harbour, is the home of Bayport
Lodge No. 249 G.R.C. The new Lodge
was formed by the Amalgamation,
in November 2007, of Caledonian
Lodge No. 249 G.R.C. and Victoria
Lodge No. 470 G.R.C. Visitors will
find a beautifully finished interior as

is evident by these photos.
This Masonic Temple is also the
home of :
Kichikewana Royal Arch Chapter
No. 167, Shealtiel Council No. 21
Royal & Select Masters of Ontario,
Holy Rood York Rite College No. 66
and Huronia Conclave No. 17.
Located on the main street of Victoria

Harbour, this newly-refurbished
building enhances the streetscape of
this community which is a part of Tay
Township adjacent to the old ship
building town of Midland.
The Brethren of Bayport Lodge No.
249 provide volunteer services to the
Canadian Blood Services for a Clinic
held bi-monthly in Midland.

your lodge resources committee

The Lodge Resources Committee, left to right back row: R.W. Bro. Paul Farrell, R.W. Bro. John Hiley; V.W. Bro. Iain
Wates; V.W. Bro. Bill Utton; V.W. Bro. Bill Brimer; R.W. Bro. John Hay; V.W. Bro. Gord Crutcher; seated left to right:
R.W. Bro. Alan Donovan; R.W. Bro. David R. Dainard, Chairman, and V.W. Bro. Paul Skazin, Secretary.
To contact the Chairman by e-mail: drd-dd98@rogers.com
Ontario Mason Fall 2009 13

coronation No. 466 G.R.C.

Compiled with historical files from R.W. Bro. Dave
Snedden (2008 & 2009) V.W. Bro. D.C. Harvie (1967)
and W. Bro. D. Corcran (1929)

Elmvale is a quiet town lodged between Barrie, Midland
and Wasaga Beach. Not much different than it was a century ago.
The village, first known as the “Four Corners”, later became known as the “Elm Flats” settlement and finally
“Elmvale”.
At the close of the 19th century, there existed a desire to
have a Masonic Lodge instituted in the hamlet. An ‘agitation’ was begun to form a new Masonic home. Foremost
among these men was William Lent who became the first
Worshipful Master of Coronation Lodge.
On December 31, 1901 Lent sent a petition to the
D.D.G.M. seeking his aid in securing a Charter. Grand
Lodge was somewhat reluctant in granting this request
as they thought it might cause undue hardship to other
Lodges in the surrounding area, especially Northern
Light Lodge in Stayner that was experiencing difficulty
in maintaining its status at that time.
In 1903 they received notice from Judge Harding of
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Lindsay, the D.D.G.M. at that time, stating if they could
secure suitable Lodge rooms, Elmvale would be assured
of having a charter granted. It was decided to take immediate steps to organize and Mr. Lent was to renew the
application to Grand Lodge.
R.W. Bro. J.D. Hamill, D.D.G.M. visited and being satisfied with the rooms asked the Brethren to select a name
for their Lodge. This was just at the time of the Coronation of King Edward VII, himself a prominent Mason.
Mrs. John McAuley, mother of Bro. Alex McAuley suggested ‘Coronation’ in respect to the King.
The Grand Master was petitioned in due form and the first
officers were nominated and recommended. The petition
was considered favourable and Dispensation was granted
to hold a Lodge until such time as a Charter would be
given.
The furniture was purchased for the new Lodge with the
gavels, the altar, and the pedestals being hand-made by
W. Bro. Lent.
The name was found acceptable and a warrant of Constitution was received from the Grand Secretary. On Friday February 19, 1904, the first CONTINUED NEXT PAGE

Masonic Lodge Meeting was held
under Dispensation in Elmvale. Visitors were present from Penetanguishene and Midland.
On July 20, 1904, Coronation Lodge
was dedicated. The first year of operation saw twenty members admitted.
Many of the older Brethren complained of the effort it took to climb
stairs to the old hall.
The current building was purchased
on December 12, 1929 for the sum
of $600.00. On May 1, 1931, it was
officially dedicated by the R.W. Bro.
George Dudley of Midland. There
appears to be no record of what they
spent on the repairs to bring the building into its Masonic form.
During World War II a number of
Brethren answered the call to arms.
Bro. Claire Dutcher paid the supreme
sacrifice on September 17, 1944 at
the Leopoid Canal in Holland.
In March 1952 they burnt the mortgage, symbolizing Coronation Lodge
was entirely debt free. In 1967 additional land was purchased.

The mid 1990’s saw W. Bro. David Manyes request the by-laws be
amended to close in January and February and that the Lodge remain open
for the summer months of July and
August. At this time the meeting day
was changed from the third Thursday
to the fourth Wednesday.

with the Grand Lodge Officers confering a degree.
As the 21st century loomed, the building faced a major facelift. New electrical and drywall were installed. The
carpet was replaced and the chairs re
upholstered. The chairs arrived years
ago from the Chaise theatre in Toronto on the back of Bro. Jack Ritchie’s
cattle truck. The work was completed
and the Lodge room was ready for installation of Bro. John Parker as the
Worshipful Master in March 2002.
In November 2002 work started in
the basement of the Lodge with a
new kitchen and a washroom along
with new floor and furnishings.

1989 saw the start of the Georgian
District Wardens Association coming
to Elmvale every July to put on a degree. This has now become an annual
event with a BBQ prior to Lodge as a
fund raiser for various projects.
The same year R.W. Bro. Ross
Hutchinson assembled the first past
Grand Lodge Officers Degree Team.
This has also become an annual event

A new entrance to the building and
improved the rear entrance were built
during 2006.
All renovations have been carried
out in a manner to maintain the original feel of the building. In 2008 the
Springwater Heritage Committee
honoured Lodge members and their
families for the preservation of the
building.
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The masonic found
By V.W. Bro. A. Douglas Nichols,
President
The 2009 Annual Report of
The Masonic
Foundation of
Ontario (see the website at www.
masonicfoundation.on.ca) gives a
summary of the many charitable
activities sponsored by the Foundation
- from student bursaries to drug use
awareness programs for our youth to

the da Vinci Surgical Robotic System
- the list goes on.
An important activity of the
Foundation is in supporting the many
District charity projects.
These
charity projects are undertaken
by dedicated Masons throughout
Ontario under the supervision of
the District Deputy Grand Masters.
Over the last five years the Masons of

Ontario have raised and given nearly
$2 million to registered charities in
their communities. The Foundation
can provide assistance in achieving
the goal of your District’s project.
Let us show you how this can be done
by contacting the office and talking
with Mel Duke, our Secretary.
The website also has useful
information.

PROSTATE CANCER
AWARENESS PROGRAM

we can help reduce the deadly
consequences of this dreaded disease
by sponsoring the development of
this seminar material. You can help
by getting the information out to the
men in your lives.
This information seminar material is
now available for presentation. If you
would like more information about
presenting a seminar please consult
the website or call the office.

this magazine is a yellow envelope
which we hope you will use to make
a donation to the Foundation. If
you prefer, you may also make a
donation on line through our website
by following the links. Please be
assured that any amount you are able
to give will be thankfully received
and faithfully applied.

In the spring of 2009 the Foundation
teamed up with Prostate Cancer
Canada to develop an information
seminar package which can be
presented to community groups,
hospitals, treatment centres, schools,
and Masonic groups interested in this
wide-spread cancer. Did you know:
• 1 in 7 men are expected to be
diagnosed with prostate cancer in
their lifetime,
• 1 in 26 men will die of this disease,
• It is expected that the rate of 		
incidence of this disease will increase
in the next decade to 1 in 4?

The battle against prostate cancer will
be won on three fronts - awareness
(education), research, and early
detection. The Foundation decided

M.W. Bro. Allan J. Petrisor and MFO
president Sam Kalinowsky donating
$120,000 to Prostate Cancer Canada
in Toronto on March 31, 2009.
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YELLOW ENVELOPE DONATIONS

At this time of year we begin to
think of the holiday period and the
happiness this season brings by
spending time with our families and
friends. We hope you will also think
of the many less fortunate and those
whose lives can be improved by the
fruits of research and the attainment
of a better education. Included with

IN CONCLUSION

At this time of year, the Board of
Directors of the Foundation and staff
join in wishing you and your family
a joyous holiday season, and may the
celebration of your particular holiday
bring everyone peace, happiness
and a future filled with hope and
prosperity.
The charity of choice of the Masons
of Ontario … for the cause of good

ation of Ontario
GRAND MASTER’S PROJECT
2009 - 2011
To advance the study and understanding of Freemasonry and to encourage research into the significant
impact fraternalism in general and
Freemasonry in particular have made
on society over the last three hundred
years, the Grand Master’s Project
2009-2011 will establish a fund to
create a Centre for Masonic Studies
with a university in Ontario.

In an age when Freemasonry has
been fictionalized and trivialized in
popular culture, to gain credibility

in the academic community would
restore the true historical perspective
of the fraternity.

This proposed partnership between
the Grand Lodge of Canada in the
Province of Ontario and Brock University, St. Catharines, would honour the name of R.W. Bro. Charles
A. Sankey (1905-2009). Dr. Sankey
served as Chancellor of the University (1969-1974). A renowned Masonic scholar, he was active in all the
concordant bodies of Masonry: An-

cient & Accepted Scottish Rite (33°),
Royal Order of Scotland and Royal
Arch Masons. His extensive collection of rare Masonic books and papers is in the Special Collections of
the James Gibson Library at Brock,
providing a rich resource for research
scholars and students. To initiate the
project, a series of lectures is planned
beginning in the spring of 2010.
All contributions should be made
through the Masonic Foundation of
Ontario, Project Number 2937

Starlight foundation

One of the Ottawa District 1 Charities this year and continuing next year is the Starlight Children’s Foundation
which provides distraction therapy, education, etc. for
really ill children and
their families.

Bro. David A. Ganderton visited Britta in her office and
gave her a cheque for $ 8,200.00 bringing the total to over
$10,000 for the year.

For the Ottawa Region
this is a one person office covering an area
from Pembroke to
Kingston.
Britta Gerwin, the
young woman responsible, is truly remarkable. She runs the whole
operation by herself,
working incredibly demanding hours supporting some 700 families
with seriously ill children, all on a budget of
$60k per annum.

On June 19, 2009 the
District
Committee
Chairman W. Bro. Jim
Bowman accompanied
by The D.D.G.M. Ottawa District 1 R. W.

W.Bro Jim Bowman (left), Chairman Ottawa District I Public Relations and Special
Events, and R.W. Bro David A. Ganderton, DDGM Ottawa District 1 present a cheque
to Britta Gerin, Ottawa Regional Co-ordinator Starlight Children’s Foundation Canada.
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In Flanders fields, the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row,
That mark our place; and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing, fly
Scarce heard amid the guns below ...
We are the Dead. Short days ago
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,
Loved, and were loved, and now we lie
In Flanders fields ...
Take up our quarrel with the foe:
To you from failing hands, we throw
The torch; be yours to hold it high.
If ye break faith with us who die
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow
In Flanders fields ...

18 Ontario Mason Fall 2009

We Give Thanks
Remembrance Lodge No. 586 G.R.C.
Bro. David Wiggins

For many Canadians, this poem
is more than just a reading
shared at Remembrance Day
ceremonies. Instead, it is a
solemn obligation passed on
to those of us who today enjoy
the many freedoms that came
about from the sacrifices of so
many Canadians before us. Yet
many know so very little about
the author.
Lt. Col. John Alexander
McCrae, born November
30th, 1872 was more than
just a poet. McCrae was a
physician, author, artist and
soldier during World War I.
Born to Scottish immigrants in
Guelph, Ontario, McCrae was
an avid student and a gifted
military man. Spending his
formative years at the Guelph
Vocational School, McCrae
attended the University of
Toronto and later, the Royal
Military College in Kingston.
During his time in Toronto,
McCrae served in the Queens
Own Rifles Of Canada and
later in the Artillery and also
as a military surgeon. For all
of his many accomplishments
McCrae is a household name
because of his famous poem,
“In Flander’s Fields”.
To honour and enshrine this
Canadian hero, the McCrae
House museum was founded.
Built circa 1858, the McCrae
family called it home from
1870 to 1873. In 1966, a group
of Guelph citizens purchased
the building with the intention
of restoring and preserving
it as a museum. In 1983, the
city of Guelph took over the
operation of the Museum
and the Canadian Federal
Government deemed both
McCrae and the Museum, of
National Significance.
Inside this beautiful limestone

cottage one can view the life
and times of John McCrae.
Exhibits of his letters, pictures,
a memorial gardens and,
perhaps most interestingly, the
famed McCrae Medals. Tours
are available and well worth
taking.
Many interesting
pieces of history there will
leave you walking out with a
deeper understanding of this
very important Canadian.
You might also want to take
a tour of the historic gardens
and visit with Val Harrison
who will share with you all
the wonders of gardening and
give you a tour of the gardens,
simply magnificent when in
full bloom.
Housing
such
important
artifacts is one thing, but
protecting them is an other
matter. With such important
historical artifacts on display,
the museum takes great
measures to ensure their safety.
Thanks to Remembrance
Lodge No. 586 G.R.C., a
security system was donated
and installed adding a measure
of safety and security to these
important historical artifacts.
Their generosity guards a vital
piece of Canadian History.
If you have not already done
so, visit Guelph and visit this
beautiful historical landmark.
We owe it to the courageous
Brethren who sacrificed so
much for what we have today,
to visit and remember historical
sites such as this one and to our
current-serving Brethren who
remain on guard to keep our
true north strong and free. The
museum is open daily from 1
– 5 PM. For more information
about McCrae house, visit them
online at www.guelpharts.ca/
mccraehouse/ or call them at
(519) 836-1221.

A district Project
with heart

communication, dedication, and persperation pay off
By Bro. Doug Crawford
$32,000 raised by a District Project
isn’t something to have a heart attack
over but you are better off now in
Georgian South if you do.
At the end of the year-long project
through 2007-2008 the efforts of
1,100 Masons in South Simcoe
County went to purchase fourteen
portable
Automated
External
Defibrillators. These devices, once
only available in hospitals to trained

Dr. Brad Dibble with the Automated External defibrillationrs

medical personnel, are now the size
of two boxes of Kleenex. These
devices are fail-safe and can be used
by anyone as the unit emits voice
commands and walks any first aider
through the process. They transmit a
life saving jolt of electricity returning
a patient’s heart back into a regular
rhythm.
Of these fourteen, twelve have
permanent homes in publicly
accessible places.
These small life saving devices are
a far cry from what R.W. Bro. Harry
Welsh D.D.G.M. originally planned
for his year.
“I started this project with the
intentions of getting ‘seeing eye

dogs’. After hearing the news about have friends whose kids were
Chase McEachern, a student at Prince going to Prince of Wales School
of Wales Public School in Barrie who when Chase died. That coupled with
died of a heart attack at the young my awareness of the average age
age of eleven, the plan was quickly of Masons and the fact that I have
changed to a Defibrillator Project,” heart issues myself.”
said Welsh.
MacDonald continued to explain
“With the help of my three co- why he got behind the project “I
chairmen, Paul Gower, Rory said ‘yes’ to co-chairing the project
MacDonald and Brad Dibble, we went when I found out that Paul Gower,
to work and assigned a chairperson whom I grew to admire even before
from each of the ten Lodges.” said he was D.D.G.M., would be another
Welsh.
co-chair. The addition of Brad Dibble
Paul Gower, a past D.D.G.M. who was an unexpected blessing! So we
sat on the committee, thinks that the had Paul, who is much more organized
teamwork and communications were then I am CONTINUED NEXT PAGE
the key to success.
“The defibrillator An AED, or automated external defibrillator,
committee
was is a small, portable device which analyzes the
not headed by heart’s rhythm and prompts the user to deliver a
a
‘Chairman’ defibrillation shock if it determines one is needed.
(other than the
D.D.G.M.),
but The McEachern Act (Heart Defibrillator Civil
comprised of three Liability) of 2007 does the following:
Co-chairmen from
different
walks It protects any person from liability for damages
of life. Bro. Brad that occur in relation to their use of an AED in the
Dibble,
being attempt to save a life at the immediate scene of an
a
cardiologist, emergency, unless damages are caused by gross
provided
the negligence.
expertise
and
knowledge. W. Bro. It protects health care professionals from
Rory MacDonald, liability for damages that occur in relation to their
a retired school use of an AED to save a life at the immediate scene
teacher, brought to of an emergency, unless damages are caused by
the table the idea gross negligence and unless the AED is used in a
of the focus of hospital or other place having appropriate health
the project being care facilities and equipment for the purposes of
on defibrillators. defibrillation.
He was connected
to the family of It protects owners and occupiers of premises
Chase McEachern on which an AED is installed from liability for any
and the foundation harm which may occur in relation to the use of the
named in Chase’s AED, provided that the AED was made available for
honour.”
use in good faith, without gross negligence and is
M a c D o n a l d properly maintained.
explained,
“We
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and has Grand Lodge connections; Brad, who has the
qualifications, knowledge and ‘rep’; and Rory, who is
just brave enough and had sufficient time to do a lot of
visiting and yakking. Of course, Harry and Gerry [District
Secretary, Gerry Anderson] were very supportive, as
well.”
Gower bought into
the idea because he
saw no negatives
anywhere
for
anyone.
“Key to making
this project a
success was that it
was a win/win/win
situation for all.
The defibrillator
project ensured
that every Lodge
in the District was
provided
with
Chase McEachern loved hockey. an
opportunity
At age five, as a centre he scored a to have a unit
whopping 130 goals.
present on the
In October 2005, after being injured Lodge premises
in a pick-up football game, he went during meetings
to emergency where doctors dis- and
functions.
covered his heart was beating up to It
provided
150 times a minute.
each Lodge an
to
At Sick Kids in Toronto he under- opportunity
went a cardiovert, where his heart donate a valuable
rhythm was normalized by a small life saving tool
electric pulse while under a gen- to the public.
eral aesthetic. Chase went back to It
promoted
school and continued playing hock- awareness
and
ey but wearing a heart monitor.
brought attention
During practice, however, Chase’s
to Freemasonry.
heart would sometimes beat up to
It made available
320 times a minute.
life saving skills
After hearing hockey greats Jiri training to all,”
Fischer collapsed and Mario LeGower
said.
mieux retired because of irregular
“The results of
heartbeats like his, Chase decided
to start a campaign to make AEDs this project were
mandatory in hockey arenas and of a charitable
nature as well as
schools.
benevolent. We
But, on February 9, before the camwill see a life
paign had a chance to get off the
saved sometime in
ground, Chase collapsed during
gym class and was rushed to hospi- the future because
tal. On 15 February 2006, he passed of this project,
away, surrounded by his family, in a whether it be
within the Order
London hospital.
or outside of it.”
With files from the Heart & Stroke
Spreading
the
Foundation of Ontario
word to each
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Lodge and making a member in each responsible was
a great motivational factor, “... [the] committee was
also comprised of a Chairman in each Lodge who was
invaluable in communicating and promoting the goals of
the project and assisting in fund raising,” said Gower. He
was reassured that every time a topic came up to be acted
upon democracy ruled.

The AEDs were distributed in a public ceremony
where recipients heartily thanked the Masons
for their public-minded efforts.
“Communications, especially between the D.D.G.M. and
the co-chairs, was across the board and all were involved
in any decision-making. It was without mentioning at any
time throughout the duration of the project that decision
making was a democratic process. This made overcoming
obstacles quick and easy. I think it is also key to mention
that the committee members were all dedicated to the
effort and constantly strived to meet and exceed the
goals,” said Gower
The public face of the project was Dr. Brad Dibble, a
cardiologist based out of the Royal Victoria Hospital
in Barrie. No stranger to pleading the cause of heart
health, he took his plea to every Lodge in the District
in person. Speaking authoritatively on the subject with a
clear explanation of what the project was about and how
it would help the community crystallized in the minds of
the Brethren the need for donations to the project.
These were not “drop and go” presents. The machines
came with a monitoring and servicing plan as well as
training for the recipient locations. These devices are
failsafe and can be used by anyone. The unit emits voice
commands and walks any first aider through the process.
Ideas from each Lodge helped breathe life into the project
catering to their individual personalities. MacDonald
said, “The individual Lodges came up with great support
- Kempenfeldt’s ‘Jiggs Night’ {a Newfoundland dinner
and dance), Nitetis’ walkathon, etc.”
To complete the project the recipients of the AED’s,
Masons of the District, the public and the media were
invited to a presentation ceremony. The machines now
reside in libraries, churches, hardware stores and Lodges,
with a plaque commemorating their donation by Masons,
at the ready waiting for the day or night they are needed.

William
Mercer
Wilson
Medal
By R.W. Bro. W. Eastwood

The meeting was incredible with over two
hundred and twenty Masons, family and
friends present. The Ceremony was presided
over by our Grand Master, M.W. Bro. Allan
J. Petrisor, accompanied by the Deputy Grand
Master, R.W. Bro. Raymond S.J. Daniels,
and a large number of Present and Past Grand The Grand Master, Allan J. Petrisor presents Bro. Robbie
Lodge Officers. Also present were M.W. Bro. David with the Certificate accompanying the award of The
Donald H. Mumby, and the P.G.M. Prince William Mercer Wilson Medal at Civil Service Lodge No. 148
Hall Masons of Ontario, M.W. Bro. Welsford G.R.C. on March 10 of 2009
Daniels.The recipient was Bro. Robbie Daated into Civil Service Lodge on 25 April 1978. He is
vid, Civil Service Lodge No. 148, G.R.C. in
Ottawa. Bro. David was born in Zahleh, Lebanon, on 19 married to Claire Fakhoury (25 years) and they have two
October 1948 and came to Canada in 1970. He was Initi- children, Paula and Clint.
M.W. Bro. Allan J Petrisor, is pictured with members of Ottawa
Chapter, Order of DeMolay for
young men while visiting Civil Service Lodge in Ottawa to present
W.M.W. Medal at Walkley Rd. Masonic Centre. The young men who
meet twice monthly in the Scottish
Rite room, were selling raffle tick-

ets to a Senator’s hockey game as a
fundraiser for CHEO, the Children’s
Hospital of Eastern Ontario. With
three Grand Masters; many Grand
Lodge Officers, numerous Masons
and visitors attending that evening,
the Masonic family was well represented to support our Grandmaster
at this important event.

The provincial body, Ontario
DeMolay, has also adopted MasoniChip as its 2008-09 Provincial
Charity and many Lodges, Mosques
; Assemblies and Chapters continue
to support these young men as they
learn valuable Leadership skills,
practice Charity, and learn to be Junior Citizens of our great nation.
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Cookin’ up a storm in belrock
Sudbury-Manitoulin District
One of the Belrock Temple Corporation improvements
has been the new kitchen project. Only a few months
ago there was a storage area just off the
banquet room complete with a 1970’s
orange wall and housed tables, P.A. system and fridge.

ity, Children’s Wish Foundation, etc. and they donate
monies raised from catering, the fall tea and other events
for these charities. Brethren are encouraged to hire them
for their Lodge social events.

Thanks to hard labour from Bro. Roger
Kitching, V.W. Bro. Brian Stoddart, W.
Bro. Ben Mullen, the orange wall fell.
Over the summer these Brethren and
other talented Masons built a state of the
art kitchen. Algoma Chapter No. 139 Order of the Eastern Star donated $10,000
towards the purchase of the new exhaust
fan for the kitchen. The Order of the
Eastern Star provides catering services
for functions in the Belrock Masonic
Centre banquet room. Each year the R.W. Bro. Ed Rennie and V.W. Bro. Bob Storie now have the
O.E.S. receives a list of charities need- perfect work centre for their culinary creations.
ing financial assistance, i.e. Camp Qual-

The Sudbury-Manitoulin District Masons
have participated in the Canadian Cancer
Society Relay For Life for the past 10 years.
W. Bro.Ben Mullen and Bro. Roger Kitching from Friendship Lodge No. 691 G.R.C.
have been a driving force in organizing and
fundraising Masons and their families. Regardless of the weather conditions, Masons
and their families show up at the track each
year to participate. The Sudbury-Manitoulin
District Masons have raised several thousand dollars over the decade.
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W. Bro. Ernie Olivo (left), Past Master of Harmony Lodge No. 370 G.R.C. and Bro. Glenn Snider (second left), also of Harmony Lodge No. 370 G.R.C., stand with a fellow volunteer in front of a Habitat
Home they helped build during the summer in Newboro, Ontario.

Builders, operative

Can we – as Masons – with a stretch
of the imagination – compare the
building of an ordinary house to the
building of our allegorical temples
we profess to build for each other and
for ourselves? Members of the Craft
who build houses for “Habitat for
Humanity” may think so. They work
and toil, organize and co-ordinate,
hone their skills, not for themselves,
but for the relief of others, who, often, need – not me hand downs, but a
hand up.
Two such builders were “caught in the
act” recently in a small rural village
of Eastern Ontario, on a street
that some local residents
didn’t even know as Front
Street, building a house
for someone they may
or may not have known,
but who desperately needed a home
for herself and her family to move
into. The village is Newboro, near
the picturesque town of Westport,
in beautiful Rideau Lakes Township. The builders were W. Bro. Er-

nie Olivo, I.P.M. of Harmony Lodge
No. 370 and Bro. Glenn Snider, also
of Harmony Lodge No. 370 in Delta,
On.
The home Bros. Olivo and Snider
were helping to build in June
2009 would soon be the home
of Rose Whelpdale and her
children, Dylan, Stephen, Toni
and Cody, from Westport,
On. Whelpdale works
as a cook at Camp
Iawah
on
Wo l f e
Lake
near
Westport.
Bro.
Olivo was the Project
Manager, and Bro. Snider donated his time to work on the plumbing and heating of the home. Rideau
Lakes Township donated the land. It
wasn’t necessary to ask the Brethren
why they volunteered to help build a
home for someone else. They obviously enjoyed what they were doing
for their fellow men, “and besides”,
said Olivo, “it’s good experience,”

and “I enjoy coordinating activities.”
When the Brethren showed us one
day, early in the morning, what they
were doing, a crew arrived to put up
siding, and it wasn’t long before everyone was hard at work making us
feel guilty just standing around taking pictures. The house has a full
basement, underground heating
downstairs, and felt very comfortable, even long before it
was completely finished.

For those curious to know
what, how, where, and many
other questions - Habitat’s Vision is
“A world where everyone has a safe
and decent place to live.” Their Mission is “to mobilize volunteers and
community partners in building affordable housing and promoting homeownership as a means to breaking
the cycle of poverty.” Their Values
are: “Housing for all: Habitat believes that access to safe, decent and
affordable housing is a basic human
right that should be available to all.
Human
CONTINUED NEXT PAGE
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dignity: Habitat believes in the worth
and dignity of every human being. We
respect the people we serve and those
that help us in this effort and recognize them as our greatest resource.
Partnership: We believe we can best
achieve our mission through meaningful and mutually beneficial partnerships with others. Faith in action:
We believe that faith is lived through

action. Building on our Christian
foundation, we serve and work with
people of all faiths and beliefs in a
spirit of justice and compassion. Diversity and Inclusiveness: We believe
there is a role for everyone committed to our vision, mission and values
and we seek to enrich our organization through diversity.”
Habitat homes are affordable for low-

income families because there is no
profit included in the sale price, and
no interest is charged on the mortgage.

Whelpdale and her family moved
into their new home in July. “It was
like an old fashioned barn raising
with all the people to thank for their
contribution,” said Habitat spokesman Valerie Kines.

AN INTERESTING MASON
Dr. J.H. Toop was a retired computer scientist
with an abiding interest in Saskatchewan’s
scientific developments. His avid interest led the
University of Saskatchewan alumnus to set up a
$100,000 fund, the Harry Toop Memorial “Science
for Saskatchewan” fund, to highlight current
scientific advances relevant to the Saskatchewan
economy.

abrupt halt during World War II. The war created
a shortage of competent employees at the CNR.
Dr. Toop’s adroitness in telegraphing endorsed
his retention with the CNR as an agent-telegraph
operator. He was “frozen” as “essential service” in
Canada on the railways despite his efforts to enlist.
After the war, Dr. Toop was unable to withdraw
from the CNR.

A generous donor to the university, Dr. Toop
established the “Harry Toop Memorial Prize in
Scientific Writing”. This $100,000 fund, set up
to help graduate students, provides an annual
$5,000 award to the student who presents the
best-written thesis on a scientific subject.

In 1953, he was stationed in Saskatoon at the
Lorne Avenue train-control office. His forced
employment did not deter him from attaining an
education. Dr. Toop continued his once-halted
university studies by night at the University
of Saskatchewan. Majoring in mathematics,
chemistry and physics, Dr. Toop completed his B.A.
Dr. Toop lived in Windsor, Ontario, was born in in 1956 and his Master’s in 1960. Dr. Toop went on
Victoria, British Columbia, in 1922, but raised on to work with computers, applying his academic
the Prairies. While growing up in Saskatchewan, and telegraphing knowledge.
he was trained to telegraph by his father, a
Canadian National Railway (CNR) station agent. His telegraphing and entrepreneurial savoir-faire
His well-learned telegraphing skills would later led to his achievements in teleprinting, the basis
help him to form his career.
of computer function in 1955. As a telegrapher,
better known today as a computer programmer,
In 1940, Dr. Toop began his studies in chemistry at Dr. Toop wrote programs for several renowned
the University of Saskatchewan, which came to an computers including the University of Toronto
FERUT computer and the LGP-30 computer at the
University of Saskatchewan. He earned the title

of Information Systems Professional of Canada.
Later, the erudite Dr. Toop achieved his Ph.D. from
the University of Windsor in mathematics, which
 led to a career in computer science consulting.
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Bro. Toop Passed to The Grand Lodge Above on
January 2, 2009.

Green & White - Winter 2006: Computing On the
Shoulders of Giants

Perseverance: Colborne Lodge
No. 91 G.R.C.
By V.W. Bro. Robert J. Croft, F.C.F.
placed near the Town Hall in the
centre of the village. It has become
a familiar sight to see the Colborne
Brethren at village events, decked out
in distinctive blue aprons and caps,

ever-willing
to chat about
the Craft in
general and
their Lodge
in particular.
S o m e d a y,
hopefully
in the nottoo-distant
future when
membership
numbers

http://grandlodge.on.ca

http://grandlodge.on.ca

Colborne Lodge No. 91 G.R.C. has
maintained a presence in the Village of
Colborne, Ontario, for over 150 years
and celebrated its 150th Anniversary
in 2008. In the Year 2000, however,
the Lodge nearly lapsed into darkness
when a freak accident caused the
collapse of the Lodge building
owned by its Temple Board. The loss
was significant, including the Lodge
Room, furnishings and rental space.
In fact, the Lodge was condemned
and ordered to be razed! Since the
insurance did not cover replacement,
after much soul-searching and
deliberation, the membership elected
to persevere and entered into a rental
agreement with St. John’s Lodge No.
17 G.R.C., a sister Lodge in Ontario
District in Cobourg, Ontario. They
continue to meet there regularly
from September to May on the third
Wednesday.
The membership shrank to 37 in the
course of things but the spirit of the
membership grew! Colborne Lodge
No. 91 G.R.C. never abandoned its
roots in the village! Instead, bolstered
by the moral support of the other
fourteen Lodges in Ontario District,
the Lodge explored ways to assure
the village that one day they would
“return home”. For the present, they
provide a visible presence to the
citizens of Colborne by engaging
in such fund-raising activities as yard
sales, community breakfasts and the
like. These efforts have allowed them
to initiate a bursary at the high school,
present a park bench to the village on
the occasion of the Lodge’s 150th
Anniversary in 2008 (incidentally
positioned near the site of the former
Masonic Hall) and, most recently,
present a bicycle rack, a sturdy black
structure designed and fabricated by
Bro. Mike Marren, Junior Warden
of Ontario Lodge No. 26 G.R.C.,
to the village on the occasion of its
150th Anniversary this year to be

and finances warrant the action,
Colborne Lodge No. 91 G.R.C. will
return to its origins and residence in
Colborne. Until that day, their spirit
will be ever-present.

Discount

RATES

without discount

SERVICE.
It’s no accident more people trust
State Farm to insure their cars.
Call today.

David Wiggins, Agent
1188 Ottawa Street South
Kitchener, ON N2E 1L8
Bus: 519-579-4448
www.davidwiggins.ca

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, Canadian Head Office: Aurora, Ontario
PO50067CN 02/05
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THE ROPES / THE PILLARS
THE LODGE / THE HISTORY
THE MEANING

It was a pleasant day in the quiet
town of Waterford, ideal for a walk
so I went downtown to enjoy the day.
Upon passing the door of Wilson
No. 113 G.R.C., I noticed that it was
open and I remembered that this was
a practice day and the Brethren were
practicing their work for an upcoming
Degree. I decided to go in to say hello
and wish them well.
Upon entering the Lodge, my
attention was directed, as it always
is, to those two great pillars at the
entrance. Similar to the pillars in
many Lodges except these have a
distinct difference.
At the top of each is a coil of rope. The
ropes are not new, fancy, or colourful
but are ordinary hemp rope of the
kind commonly used over the years
on farms, in factories and grain mills
but have a very special meaning.
They take us back to a time long
before Wilson was formed and tie
us to the rich Masonic heritage of
this area. They remind us of an
extraordinary event that happened in
Waterford in 1814.
Walking a short distance from the
Lodge, I could view the narrowing
of the creek where a grain mill
(Sovereen’s Mill) once stood.
Walking a little further up the hill to
the Old Town Hall, I found myself at
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the site where the event happened.
Sitting on the nearby park bench I let
my mind wander back to the day, Nov.
6, 1814, when the American troops
under the command of Brig. General
Duncan McArthur, marched into
the village. These troops, some 700
strong, were battle weary and tired.
They had been on a raid through S.W.
Ontario for a month, burning mills
and fighting the local militias. Their
objective in Waterford was to burn
the local grist mill but they were met
with resistance by the owner Morris
Sovereen and his neighbour William
Schuyler. Both men were dragged up
the hill and strung up to be hanged.
Sovereen, a Mason, gave a sign and
McArthur, who was also a Mason,
recognised the sign and had them
cut down. It is extraordinary that
McArthur’s mind at that moment
snapped away from the war and their
objectives to focus on what was right
and moral. He suddenly remembered
those Masonic principles of Brotherly
Love, Relief and Truth and spared the
life of a brother-Mason who he did
not know, nor would ever see again.
His actions put aside the war and I
believe could be said to be larger
than the war itself.
This story is just one of the many
which form the foundation of the rich

Masonic heritage of the Waterford
area. The ropes were saved by the
local Masons and put on the pillars,
but that is another story.
I invite you to visit Waterford,
visit Wilson celebrating its 150th
Anniversary, view the ropes, take the
walk, hear the history and witness
the unveiling by the Grand Master
of a memorial to commemorate this
wonderful event and to recognize the
contributions of Freemasonry here
and around the world.
Fraternally Yours,
W. Bro. Robert J. Hamilton
Wilson No. 113 G.R.C.
About the author
Robert (Bob) Hamilton joined
Freemasonry in 1982 and has
served as W. Master of Doric No.
121 G.R.C. in Brantford and Wilson
No.113 G.R.C. in Waterford, where
he is currently a member and
chairman of the 150th anniversary
Committee. He is also a member of
Brant – Mt. Horeb Chapter No. 20
R.A.M. Bob resides in Waterford
with his wife, daughter & son at
university. Bob also coaches football
at a local High School, enjoys golf
and woodworking.

W. Bro. Clinton Park, centre, turned 105 years old on
March 26, 2009. A few Bretheren visited him and his
wife, Doris, and presented him with a couple of gifts
on his birthday. Park was Initiated into Masonry on
March 1, 1928. He was W.M. of the Ionic Lodge No. 461
G.R.C. in 1936. Left to right, W. Bro. Gordon Hannam,
W. Bro. Clinton Park and W. Bro. Larry Armstrong.
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“What we do to teach good men
to become better men.”
... or, how does Masonry take good men and make them better?
By M.W. Bro. Allan J. Petrisor
When a man joins Freemasonry, he
has no concept of what is about to
take place nor any real idea what the
organization is about.

How do men become better men? I
shall try to answer that with the following random thoughts:
The obligations that are taken in the
Three Degrees instil in us a feeling
whereby one would not want to violate his oath.
Fraternizing with other like-minded
Brethren keeps us on the straight and
narrow.

Attending Lodge meetings regularly,
learning memory work, planning
meetings, sitting on the executive,
taking part in the Chairs, obligates
us to our responsibilities towards the
craft in such a way that we have little
time for idle thoughts or deeds.
The example set by the Brethren that
we meet and trying to live up to the
expectations of these Brethren behoves us to try our best. We do not
want to let them down.
Through repetition of the Ritual and
understanding of the Work we, just
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as in reading the Holy Volume, become more aware of what it is to be
a Mason and how one should act as
a Mason.
Our Constitution gives us a pattern
for living with our neighbours, our
Lodge members, our families, our
God, and a guide to our behaviour
within and without the Lodge and
our civic responsibilities.
We are taught to cultivate brotherly
Love. We are taught that all men are
equal. We believe in the immortality
of the soul.
If one takes to heart and into practice
all one learns both in the Ritual and
in the Constitution, then I feel that
gradually, one cannot help but become a better person.
When search “making good men better” in the Google internet search engine, nine out of the first 10 hits take
you to Masonry. The same holds true
for Yahoo.
One of the hits is a video on YouTube. It’s a black background with a
greyish-white set of a Square, Compass and the letter ‘G’. A Gregorian

plainsong is quietly sung in the background.
One word appears on the screen then
fades to present the next word and
then the next, and the next ….and
for the next 92 seconds, 19 words are
presented.
What are some of the words?
HONOUR, LOYALTY, FRIENDSHIP, RESPECT, VALUE, FRATERNITY, EXEMPLARY, ENLIGHTENMENT, TRUTH, CHARITY,
FAMILY, KNOWLEDGE, TRADITION.
These are some of the words that appear, and are connected to the term
“making good men better”.
The phrase “making good men better” has long been associated with
our gentle craft. But what is a better
man? One who merely passes through
the degrees receives little, and will
never be a Mason in the truest sense
of the word. He must first put something of himself into it, by working
at it, studying it, learning its lessons
and practicing them in his everyday
life and
CONTINUED NEXT PAGE

actions. He will then begin to receive
that for which he began to search as
an Entered Apprentice Mason.
By giving of himself, his time his
ability without any kind of reward, a
Mason gains many things whether he
accepts an office or just works in the
Lodge.
He learns how to speak in public, he
learns how to conduct a meeting, he
learns how to interact and get along
with others, he learns reverence for
the Great Creator, he learns how to
pray, he learns how to walk uprightly
and proudly as a Mason, he gains a
better understanding of human nature, its weaknesses and its strengths

under different conditions, he makes
lifelong friends, he shares in the happiness and sorrows of others, he improves his habits, and learns courtesy,
he practices tolerance with a smile.
He takes part in teaching others the
Masonic way of life and in doing so
he has learned more than those he has
taught,
Hundreds of lessons have come his
way and his life is made richer, better, happier and more satisfying in
every way. By upholding the basic
tenet of Freemasonry, “Do unto others as you would have them do unto
you,” he has learned that it is more
blessed to give than to receive.

I approached a man one day
Whom I had never met before
To ask if I can be a Mason
From there, its opened doors
A door that’s opened many facets
That’s helped me through and through
It’s shown me how much I can be
And how much that I can do.
Being a friend, a helper,
Or even a volunteer.
The potentials here are endless
It just depends on where you steer.
If you steer towards pursuit
And involve yourself in more
There’s no telling what will lie ahead
And furthermore, what’s in store.
The pride I have inside a Lodge

This is how “Masonry Makes a Difference” in a man’s life and how he
becomes a better man and the effect
shows in our homes, our Lodges and
in our communities.
Recently a Master Mason proposed
the toast to the G.M. and G.L. at
one of our major receptions. He so
wanted to become a Mason that he
literally had to stop someone in his
car who had a Masonic emblem and
that then led to him becoming a Mason. On the night he received his
Third Degree, after the ceremony, he
pulled out a crumpled piece of paper
with the following poem that he had
scribbled on it.

Holds true when I’m outside
With the rules that govern this beautiful craft
Forever I will abide.
From Apprentice, to Fellowcraft,
To what I am today
It’s made me stronger as a man
What more, can I say
In my brief time as a Mason
I feel there are no others;
Knowing how many friends I’ve made
How many life long Brothers
Many Brethren have helped me through
There’s so many Brethren to thank
Without their guidance and support
My ship would have sank
-Nick Andras

Brethren, in conclusion, it is not the Masons who make the man better, but the man himself when subjected
to Masonry’s teachings.
Thank you,

M.W. Bro. Allan J. Petrisor
(Many of the thoughts above have been acquired over many years from many great Masonic writers
whose efforts are gratefully acknowledged.)
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