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Brethren,

I know that I have a long journey
By the time that you read this Re- ahead of me and I’ll use Greg as my
membrance Day will have come and moral compass to get there.
gone and Lodges will be preparing to
celebrate the Holidays and time with I mention Bernie and Greg today befamily and friends.
cause I have attended Masonic Funeral Services for both.
Before we take time to enjoy the company of our families both Masonic Bernie was the first Mason whom I
and biological I must take a few mo- knew that passed away and his was the
ments to talk about memorial services first Masonic Service I attended.
and those brothers who have passed
to the Grand Lodge above.
Greg sadly is the latest Mason I know
who has passed to the GLA and I atBoth inside and outside of Masonry tended his service in October.
we come across people that we know
that make a lasting impression on us. At the time of year where we hold serI have been lucky to have several Ma- vices in Lodge to pay our respects to
sons that have made such an impres- those brethren who have passed and
sion on my Masonic and family life.
the time of year when we remember
those men and women who died in
The first was my mentor when I first the service or our country I encourage
joined the Craft. W. Bro. Bernie De you pay your respects and show gratiSilva was there to help me and en- tude to them.
courage me as I made my way from
EA to MM. Bernie was always happy I also encourage you to spend some
to talk with me, clarify the ritual and time over the holiday season with you
the work I was required to memorize friends and families both Masonic
and to help me practice it. Bernie was and biological and let them know how
the kind of Mason that when asked al- much you care for them and appreciways said yes.
ate them while they are still here.
The second was my Director of Ceremonies during my Master’s year in
2012. V.W. Bro. Greg Jackson was a
very charismatic person and a gentleman amongst Masons. Greg never
had a bad word to say about anyone
EVER.

Lastly I wish you the best during the
holiday season no matter what holiday you are celebrating, and I hope
that you will have a great year in 2019.
Sincerely and Fraternally,

W. Bro. Dan Dignard
In fact Greg was the kind of person Team Lead/Managing Editor
that always saw the positive in Life Ontario Mason Magazine
and every situation and you would
feel better just by being in his company. He was the kind of person and
Mason I hope to one day become.
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From the Grand Master...
As one last reminder, check with your Lodge Veterans
to see if they need assistance to attend the local Remembrance Day Services.

We will never forget!

The contrast for me, this month, has been the enjoyment
of attending a number of Investitures of the new Grand
Lodge Officers who were announced at Grand Lodge this
year. It is an honour for your Grand Master to recognize
outstanding Masons whether they were a hard working
District Secretaries or a Mason who was conferred an
Honorary Grand Rank. We know these are often inherited
from the many traditions in the Craft and the old English
guilds for duties which they have done and will continue
to do.
The privileges will be great, the opportunities will be
many, and the rewards will be immense and unimaginable.
At this time, each year, with the short hours of daylight, Brethren, enjoy your year as a Grand Lodge Officer.
the lower temperatures and the cool rain, I am reminded
that November is a month of contrasts.
When I have been given the opportunity to speak, at receptions or meetings, I have often spoken on social media
First, we enjoy the beautiful colour of the trees which last and its many benefits. I have also identified a black cloud
for such a short time, contrasted with the sadness of the which, in my opinion, hangs over social media as it relates
memories brought to mind by the loss of men & women to Ontario Freemasonry.
who, from yesterday till today, stood in the defenses of our
freedom whether at home or across the sea.
In the past, gossip would slowly travel through the community from mouth to ear. However, in the world of the
On November 11, at the eleventh hour, Masons from all internet, with social media and the likes of facebook,
over Ontario will participate in Remembrance Services, twitter and others, anything can be written based on little
either in their Lodges or in their communities. Your known fact, hearsay or gossip.
Grand Master will be with you, as I have been asked to
attend Sarnia District Service.
As Grand Master, I continue to remind you that we have
all promised to personally uphold a Brothers good name
My reminder to you is that, in your Lodge there are many and to repel others who would slander his good name.
Veterans young and old. Take the time to thank them and This is the first and great lesson of Masonry. I implore you
then listen to them as they relate what it was like to be as Man and Mason to always remember and practise this
young, to leave home for the first time and to suddenly be- lesson.
come man on the day of their first military action. Always
remember those who never came home.
From time to time your Grand Lodge is asked by the
Brethren to make a decision on a variety of subjects. I asPage 4
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sure you, all decisions are not taken lightly, nor are they
done by one man, in fact, all senior Grand Lodge Officers
contribute to the final decision. We often seek advice from
the Management Committee and the Past Grand Masters
and thereby assuring that the decision rendered is for the
good of Freemasonry in Ontario.

a) Continuity of our Senior Grand Lodge Officers
b) Election & Term Length DDGM
c) Regional election of Board of General Purpose Members
d) Annual Communication where, length, voting

If we are willing to learn and not change
Beginning in January 2019 in this corner of the Commu- then no one can help us!
nique and continuing for the next four months I will begin If we are willing to learn and change
a discussion on the future of our Grand Lodge based on then no one can stop us!
where we were; where we are now and where we may be
going.
Paul Todd
Some might call it a Blueprint for the Structure of Grand
Lodge based on the following:

Grand Master

From the Deputy...
Brethren,
Our Strategic Plan holds a vision of where we want to
go and a solid plan of how to get there – for both Grand
Lodge and individual Lodges! This year we have aligned
the Committees of the Board of General Purposes with
the pillars of the Strategic Plan. Your Board Members have
outlined how they will work toward these goals.

consider what your Lodge can do to support the youth of
your community.

The Brock University Partnership is a unique endeavour
for which our Grand Lodge is becoming known around
the world. The academic world has a window on what we
really do, and contacts to verify that, and we benefit from
the professional research on our institution. Last month
we heard an excellent presentation by Dr. William Moore
The Community Outreach Committee is headed up by of Boston University. The next Sankey lecture is scheduled
R.W. Bro. Jamie Ireland. Under his purview are three for Sunday March 24th, 2019. The Speaker will be ProfesCommittees: Youth Initiatives, Brock University Partner- sor Chernoh Sesay Jr., an Associate Professor of Religious
ship and Public Awareness. The Strategic Initiative which Studies at DePaul University, speaking on Prince Hall
all these Committees strive for is to create opportunities Freemasonry. Of course, we are inviting our Prince Hall
to demonstrate Masonic values within our communities brethren to attend.
and convey a positive and accurate perception of Freemasonry.
But the Partnership has engendered more than just lecThe Youth Initiatives Committee liaises with the three tures. Brock has started an undergraduate course of FreeMasonic youth organizations: DeMolay, Rainbow for masonry and fraternalism. And we were pleased to anGirls and Job’s Daughters. Sadly, the last operating Job’s nounce the creation of an endowed scholarship, enabled
Daughters’ Bethel in Guelph has closed due to lack of by funds raised by M.W. Bro. Raymond S. J. Daniels. The
youth members, and lack of adult supervisors. The youth scholarship will be made to an entering graduate student
need the support of adults from the Eastern Star and the at Brock University who demonstrates academic excelMasons in order to function. And remember, the youth lence and who is earning a Masters of Arts in History.
organizations are not training grounds for Freemasonry Preference will be given to a student studying Freemasonbut rather training grounds for life.
ry/ fraternalism. The first scholarship will be presented
sometime in 2019.
As not all communities have these youth groups the Committee also supports other organizations that help to build In previous years the Blood Donor Committee fell under
the moral and social skills of young people: Scouts Cana- this pillar. As highlighted, in last April’s Communique, we
da, Girl Guides and 4-H in particular. Take a moment to feel that this Committee has served its purpose and no
“Ensuring the Timeless Vitality of Masonry in Ontario”
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longer is really needed. Masons are involved with charitable work in their community, through their faith communities, United Appeal etc. without Grand Lodge doing
anything to “organize” such activity. All we were doing as a
Grand Lodge Committee was collecting statistics - statistics that we knew were incomplete and meaningless, and
so we disbanded this Committee.

with some pertinent themes: We must take back control of
our message and not leave it to the Internet. We should all
develop and rehearse an “elevator speech” so when asked
what we do as Masons, we can immediately give a good
answer. To prepare, you may ask yourself: “Who are we?”
“Why am I a Mason?” “How does Freemasonry benefit
society as a whole?” Watch this Committee for more good
ideas as they progress this year.

Donating blood saves lives but collecting statistics does
not. I hope you and your Lodge continue to donate blood, That is the Community Outreach Pillar, working hard on
plasma and organs, and continue to help the Canadian their present focus of engaging our communities and fuBlood Services by sponsoring and/or working at clinics.
ture focus of managing our image in our community.
The Public Awareness Committee has been tasked with David J. Cameron
taking a fresh look at our relationship with the world. They Deputy Grand Master
have just started their task but they have already come up

Grand Honours Explained

Written by & taken from
Alberta Grand Lodge Bulletin
01 May 1973

A new member of our Order might be quite confused
when he first assists in giving Grand Honours. He might
wonder at the significance of the several movements and
be inquisitive as to their origin.

"The privilege has been adopted by the Masonic
Order and various Grand Officers are accorded
courtesies as laid down in the constitution.”
Freemasonry has put into these courtesies certain symbolism:
1. Slapping the thighs - a primitive gesture of joy, enthusiasm and thanksgiving.

He will soon discover that Grand Honours are given to 2. Crossing the arms over the breast is the formation of the
four ranks:
Cross of St. Andrew and is a sign of respect and honour.
- Worshipful Master rank, three times;
- Very Worshipful rank, five times;
3. Clapping the hands above the head to form a right angle
- Right Worshipful rank, seven times; and
triangle, the fourth part of a circle, which does not need to
- Grand Master rank, nine times.
be explained to a Mason.
These honours are given at installation and at the times of
visitation in an official capacity of officers of the rank.
Mackey's Encyclopedia claims this practice dates back to
Greek and Roman times and has come to us through the
operative craft. Of course, ancient cultures were more ritualistic than we are and carried the practice to much wider usage.
The Grand Bulletin of Alberta in its May 1973 issue explains the practice in this way:
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4. Clapping the hands. A sign of enthusiasm and appreciation.
Thus, with Grand Honours we say to a visitor:
1. We welcome you with joy.
2. We receive you with respect and honour.
3. We greet you on the square.
4. We appreciate your presence."

Ontario Mason Magazine Fall 2018
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YOUR Masonic Education
is OUR Goal
Certified Courses offered in:
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Worshipful Master’s Course
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The Mystical Quest
in Freemasonry
This excerpt from a paper is reprinted, with permission, from the transactions of the Dormer Masonic Study Circle.
An extract from the 1986 Year Book of the Grand Lodge of Scotland.
Re-produced by R.W. Bro.W.M. Reiach, P.D.D.G.M. October 1998.
One thing that emerges clearly in the Master Mason Degree is that this is an Emblematic Quest for the recovery
of what are cryptically described as “ the genuine secrets”.
In the title of my paper, I have termed this quest mystical,
because great significance is attached to a full comprehension of what is intended by the cryptic phrase,” To seek for
that which is lost”.
The Quest-formula is exceedingly old in folklore, and in
the presence of the doctrine incorporated in the Ritual of
the Third Degree throws a flood of light on that which is
presented heavily “veiled in allegory” in the ceremony of
raising; it also provides the key to that obscure passage
in the ritual when the attention of the Candidate id directed to a “retrospect of those degrees in Freemasonry is
through which he has already passed”.
Let us reflect on these things, and express them in a language with which, as Freemasons, we are all familiar. We
have all been taught that our “admission into Freemasonry”, was “an emblematical representation of the entrance
of all men upon their mortal existence”. What bearing
has this on the problem of self-knowledge? Surely we
may quickly grasp that this an emphatic answer to that
deep persistent questioning which presents itself to every
thinking mind, “Whence come I”. The answer is luminous
in ritual terms; each of us, we are told have come from that
mystical East, the eternal source of all life and light, and
our life here is described as being spent in the “West”, that
is in a world which is the antipodes of our original home.
Hence every Candidate on admission is placed, in a state
of darkness, in the West of the Lodge.
Thereby he is repeating symbolically the incident of his
actual birth into this world, which he entered as a blind
and helpless babe, and through which in his early years,
not knowing wither he was going , after many stumbling
and irregular steps, after many tribulations and adversities
Page 8

incident to human life, he may at length ascend, chastened
by experience, to a larger life in the Eternal East.
To many members of our Order the story of the building
of the Temple at Jerusalem appears to be the history of an
actual structure of stone and mortar erected by a famous
Hebrew King, assisted in the work by another King who
supplied men and materials, and by a Principal Architect
who supplied the pre-ordained plans to the Craftsmen.
But we must be very careful before we come to any such
conclusions regarding the Temple, and we must also bear
in mind that the Masonic Legend informs us that during
the course of the work of construction a conspiracy arose
among the workmen, resulting in the murder of the
“Principal Architect”, and preventing the completion of
the building, which therefore remains unfinished to this
day. I will ask you to note that this legend cannot refer
to any historical building erected in the old metropolis of
Palestine, for if we refer to the V.O.S.L., as an authority
for the Temple at Jerusalem, we find it recorded that the
Temple was completed. Moreover, the account given in
the V.O.S.L., makes no reference to the conspiracy among
the workmen, but on the contrary it is expressly stated in
the Second Book of Chronicles, Chapter 4, Verse 11, “And
Hiram finished the work that he was to make for King Solomon for the House of God”, and we are further informed
that the Temple was finished and completed in every particular. The Masonic Legend further instructs us that by
the death of the Principal Architect, “the genuine secrets
of a Master Mason were lost”.
Now it is obvious that the principles of Architecture, and
the genuine secrets of the building trade, are not, and never have been lost; they are thoroughly well known, and it
is absurd to suppose that Masons of any kind are waiting
for time and circumstances to restore any lost knowledge
as to the manner in which temporal buildings ought to
Ontario Mason Magazine Fall 2018

be constructed. Clearly it is our duty to pierce the veil of
allegory contained in the legend and by so doing, grasp
the significance of its true purport. That which “is lost”
is to be found, we are told, “within the centre”, but if we
enquire in the language of the ritual, “What is a Centre?”,
we are confronted with the enigmatic answer that it is, “a
point within a circle from which every part is equidistant”. But what circle?, and what circumference?, for we
can obtain no clue to this in the construction of ordinary
buildings. If we ask also,” Why in the Centre”?, we are
again faced with the perplexing answer, “:Because that is a
point from which a Master Mason cannot err”. The truth is
that these answers are typical examples of an international
puzzle language which is used to stimulate investigation
into deeper things which lie behind the literal words. The
method is one that is common to all systems of initiation,
and the clue to its adoption in our system will be found by
reference to the Lecture on the Tracing Board in the First
Degree, where it is affirmed that, “Philosophers, unwilling
to expose their mysteries to vulgar eyes, concealed their
tenets and principles of policy and philosophy under hieroglyphical figures”. The Traditional History of the Third
Degree constitutes such a hieroglyphical figure.

Beauty. Those of you who are versed in metaphysics will
recognize that these three metaphysical principles form
the basis of all created things, and may be defined for our
purpose of study in more modern terms:1. WISDOM - Life essence, otherwise the breath
of Life.
2. STRENGTH - Primordial substance or that
which translated from the Hebrew in the V.O.S.L.,
as “dust of the ground” into which the Lord(life)
God breathed the “ breath of life”. It is therefore
a mould or vehicle of the Life-essence and is 		
termed in our modern nomenclature “the soul”,
which gives form or objectiveness.
3. BEAUTY - The intellectual principle which is
built into the soul, and which energizes and binds
the life-essence and the substance together, and
constitutes the whole and intelligent Instrument.

Is that Temple of the collective body of humanity referred
to by St.Paul in the First Book of Corinthians, Chapter 3,
verse 16, in the words, “Know ye not ye are the Temple of
God, and the spirit of God dwelleth in you?”, and of which
he also declared, “ According to the grace of God which
is given unto me, I have laid the foundation, and another
buildeth thereon. But let man take heed how he buildeth
thereupon”. ( 1st Corinthians, Chapter 3, verse 10). A perfect humanity was the great Temple, which in the Councils of the Most High was intended to be reared in the
Mystical Holy City ( the “city of Eternal Peace”), of which
the local Jerusalem was the type. The three Master Builders, King Solomon and the two Hirams, are a triad corresponding to the Trinities to be found in all the great world
religions, it is hardly necessary to remark that the builders
of this Temple of the Most High were not three human
personages, and we should realise that their names are a
personification of the Divine Creative Energy in its three
constituent principles, which are symbolized in our Ritual
as “Pillars of His Work”, namely:- Wisdom, Strength, and

But in the course of the divine construction of this ideal Temple, something happened that wrecked the scheme
and delayed the fulfilment indefinitely. If you will consult
the Book of Genesis in the V.O.S.L., you will find the same
subject related in the allegory of Adam and Eve. They were
intended, as you are aware, for perfection and happiness,
but the project of the Creator became nullified by their
disobedience to certain conditions which were imposed
on them.

It was these three principles, or in the words of our Ritual,
“of those divine attributes” that the human soul was originally and divinely built, of the three constituent principles
of the Deity in due balance and proportion, “perfect in all
its parts” (see Genesis, Chapter 1, verse 27), “so God created man in his own image”, and the work was divinely proFrom what I have already disclosed in this paper it follows nounced to be “very good”( Genesis, Chapter 1, verse 31,
that the Legend of the Third Degree deals with something “) and God saw everything that He had made, and behold,
quite distinct from the construction of a material edifice, it was very good”. The material of the Mystical Temple at
and I need only add that the Temple of Speculative Free- Jerusalem was , therefore the souls of men, who were at
masonry is that Holy Temple of which all material edifices once the living stones, the fellow craftsmen and collaboraare but the types and symbols.
tors with the divine purpose.

You will observe that their offence was precisely as that
committed by our Masonic conspirators. They had been
forbidden to eat of the Tree of Knowledge or, in Masonic
language, they were under obligation “not to attempt to
extort the secrets of a superior degree” to which they had
not attained. On our Masonic system the “ruffians” are
represented as “demanding the secrets of a Master Mason”,
or the “secrets of his exalted degree”, and they attempted
to extort them by violence. The meaning of this becomes
clear once it is understood that the translation of the He-

“Ensuring the Timeless Vitality of Masonry in Ontario”
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brew word Hiram is “teacher of supreme knowledge”, or
more correctly it is the equivalent of the Sanskrit word
GURU, meaning literally “teacher of the divine wisdom”.
The fellowcrafts are therefore represented as endeavouring
to obtain that knowledge which Hiram said was “ known
to but three in the world”, or in other words, knowledge
that was known only in the councils of the Divine Trinity,
and the attempt resulted, as you know from our Legend, in
the “death of our Master”.
This tragedy, however, is not intended to be the record of
any vulgar, brutal murder of any individual man; it is a
parable of a universal loss, and an allegorical expression
of that which resulted in consequence of a defect in the
collective or group soul of the human race. In this parable we are dealing with a moral disaster to universal humanity, for those significant words “Hiram is slain” refer
to the fact that owing to all that is signified by the “Fall of
Man”, the faculty of enlightened wisdom has been cut off
from humanity. It is in this sense that the Temple of human nature still remains unfinished, and it will do so until
we recover the “ plans and designs” which were formally
“regularly supplied”, by the T.G.A.O.T.U.
In our own day we have good reason to know that despite
all efforts and endeavours we are still unable to regulate
the disorders of individual and national life, and this indicated to us that some heavy calamity has befallen us as a
race. It is also true that in our best moments we all long for
that light and wisdom which have become lost to us, and
like the Craftsmen in search of the body we go our different ways in search of what was lost. We seek it in pleasure,
in work, and in varied occupations and diversions: we seek
it in intellectual pursuits and in Freemasonry, and those
who search farthest and deepest are those who become
most conscious of the loss, and who are compelled to cry
M....or M.....!” the Master is smitten”. Thus the search goes
on, and in the divine Providence we find that there still
remains to us “ the glimmering ray” in the “East”, for on
our “darkness” we still have our “five points of fellowship”.
Our five senses and our rational faculties to work with,
and these provide us with the “substituted secrets” that
must distinguish us before we regain the genuine ones.

edifice which was intended to be an “unparalleled structure”, but which although in foundation, well and truly
laid has so far failed in the effort to “raise a superstructure perfect in all its parts and honourable to the Builder”.
But let us not forget that while Freemasonry emphasises
the “utter confusion” arising from the universal loss of the
original “plans and designs”, its real purpose is to bear witness to the fact which has been taught in all subsequent
ages. Namely that with proper instruction and by our own
patience and industry, we can regain “that which was lost”.
Remember, we are taught that in due time we shall be entitled to a participation in the “genuine secrets”, providing
that we are found worthy and, in our Masonic System, to
be “ installed in the Chair of King Solomon” means, in
its true sense, the re-attainment of that Wisdom we have
lost and the revival in ourselves of the Divine Life-Essence which is the basis of our being. This brings us to
the consideration of the most important matter: How can
we regain the genuine secrets? In order to answer this, we
must obviously solve the problem of the burial place of
the Principle Architect. According to the Legend we are
informed that the Wisdom of the Most High - personified
by King Solomon - ordered him to be interred, “in a grave
from the c..../3 feet between N and S. 3 feet between E and
W, and 5 feet or more perpendicular”. Where, Brethren,
do you imagine that grave to be? Probably you have never thought of the matter as other than an ordinary burial
place outside the walls of a geographical Jerusalem, but
the real grave of Hiram is ourselves. Deep at the centre
of ourselves lies buried the “vital and immortal principle”
that affiliates us to the Divine Centre of all Life, and this is
never wholly extinguished however perfect our lives may
be.
The lost guiding light is buried at the centre of ourselves,
high as your hand can reach upwards or downwards from
the centre of your body, i.e. 3 feet between N and S as far
as your hand can reach to the right or left from the middle
of your person, i.e, 3 feet between E and W, and 5 feet or
more perpendicular, the height of the human body; these
are the indications by which our cryptic ritual describes
the tomb oh H..... A...... at the centre of ourselves.

Freemasonry, then, is a system of philosophy inasmuch
In this manner, “veiled in allegory”, Freemasonry teaches that it provides us with a doctrine of the Universe and our
us the great truth that it is Humanity itself that is the liv- place in it; it indicates whence we are come and whither
ing Temple, whose building in those far off days became we may return. Its first purpose is to show that man has
obstructed, and therefore to all of us who have “eyes to see fallen away from a high estate to the externalized condiand ears to hear”, it conveys the emphatic message that we tion in which we now live, but its great value lies in the
are both the Craftsmen and the building material of that fact that, to those who seek, it indicates the way by which
Page 10
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the “centre” may be found in ourselves, and the outline
of this teaching is embodied in the discipline and ordeals
brought to the notice of the Candidate in the three degrees.
The instruction of these three degrees is “veiled in allegory and illustrated by symbols” to emphasize that all great
symbols are shadowed forth in the person of man himself.
Thus the human organism is the true Lodge that must be
opened and wherein the mysteries are to be found: thus it
is that our Lodge-rooms are so furnished to typify the human organism. The lower and physical part of us is earthy,
and rests, like Jacob’s Ladder, upon the Earth “whilst our
higher portion is spiritual and reaches the Heavens. These
two portions are in perpetual conflict, and he alone is a
wise man who has learned to effect a perfect balance between them, and to establish himself in strength so that
his own inward house stands firm against all weakness
and temptation. The World at large is, as it were, but one
great Lodge, of which our Masonic Lodges are little mirrors. Mother Earth is also the Mother Lodge of us all. As
its vast work goes on, souls are ever descending into it and
souls are being called out of it at the knocks of the great
unseen Warden of Life and Death, who calls them from
labour here and summons them hence for refreshment.
Hence it is that after the work in the Lodge, the festive
board; after the labour of this world, the repast and refreshment of the heavenly places.

my paper and our study of the “Mystical Quest in Freemasonry”, and I trust that the small contribution I have been
privileged to place before you will prove to be a “glimmering ray” in the restoration of that “light” which we have
declared is the “predominant wish of our hearts”. It rests
with each one of us whether Masonry remains merely a
series of symbolic rites, or whether we allow those symbols
to pass into our lives and become realities. Our Craft was
given out to the popular world from obscure and secret
sources as a great experiment and means of Grace. The
knowledge concealed by the allegory and illustrated by the
symbols is only taught in certain carefully concealed sanctuaries, and its presentation in Craft Lodges is intended to
lead those capable of discerning its true purpose, into still
deeper initiations.
Finally, Brethren, in accordance with the general design of
our system, the Worshipful Master of a Craft Lodge is the
humble representative of King Solomon, who himself is a
symbol, and behind these and all Grand Lodge Officers,
stands the Grand Master of all true Freemasons throughout the Universe, “The Master of the Great White Lodge”.
To whom we all owe allegiance, and to whose protection
and enlightening guidance I commend myself and you all.

In submitting these thoughts to you I would again stress
the fact that the real aim of Freemasonry is to provide us
with a course of self-knowledge and self-discipline, by
means of which we may accelerate our return to our real
home, which in the V.O.T.S.L., is known as the “Kingdom
of Heaven”. The Candidate in the Entered Apprentice Degree is informed that our system is one containing secrets,
but he is also reminded that those “secrets” are not “communicated indiscriminately”.
This is indeed true, for they exist concealed beneath a great
reservation, and are disclosed only to those of us who are
prepared to act upon the hint given in the Instruction
Lectures: seek and ye shall find; ask and ye shall receive;
knock and it shall be opened unto you”. The search may be
long and difficult, but great things are not to be acquired
without effort, and it may be affirmed that to the Candidate who is “properly prepared” there are doors leading
from the Craft, that, when knocked, will assuredly open
and admit him to places and to knowledge of which he is
at present knows little.
And now, Brethren, this brings me to the conclusion of
“Ensuring the Timeless Vitality of Masonry in Ontario”
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Renfrew Lodge A.F. & A.M. No. 122
G.R.C., Ottawa District 2
340 Raglan St South, Apt 17
Renfrew Ontario, K7V 1R5
Following the request from the Grand Master to have Lodges celebrate the 300th Anniversary of the formation of the
first Grand Lodge Renfrew Lodge A.F. & A.M. No. 122 stood up a Committee to plan and conduct activities on June
3rd, 2017. One of our youngest Master Masons requested to Chair the Committee and with the assistance of two of
our senior members the remainder of the committee was made up of members with less than seven years as a Master
Mason.

The Committee organized an amazing celebration that exposed the community of the Town of Renfrew to our gentle
Craft and Renfrew Lodge. The activities of the day included:
•

a parade down the main street involving:
o Members of the Renfrew Lodge,
o Members of Sister Lodges from Ottawa District 2,
o Sterling Chapter of the Order of the Eastern Star; and
o Shriners of Tunis Temple clowns, hillbillies, air force, keystone cops, and mounted patrol;

•

a free BBQ where those in attendance were served 504 (42 dozen) wieners in buns, cupcakes, cake, a variety of
juices and water;

•

four bouncy castles and a petting zoo;

•

a bike rodeo with assistance from the Ontario Provincial Police that had over sixty young people taking part;
and

•

an Open House in the Lodge Room where more than 100 people were given a guided tour of the Lodge with
displays of historic items, the different aprons and regalia of Craft Masonry, the Royal Arch and Scottish Rite,
and explanations of the philosophy and philanthropy of Freemasonry.

After the success of integrating with the local public, the Lodge members continued to demonstrate the Lodge’s
commitment to the local community by partaking in other non-Masonic events. The Lodge has developed
professionally designed banners and a table cloth that promote Renfrew Lodge and the Craft.
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The local community activities included:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

assisting in the SAWTECH Rural Expo by cooking
and serving their pancake breakfast;
donating to local minor sports;
awarding annual bursaries to a deserving student
from each of the local high schools, Renfrew Collegiate Institute and St Joseph’s High School;
supporting the Renfrew Hospice with an annual
donation;
sponsoring Canadian Blood Services donor clinics;
adopting a local road and maintaining its cleanliness;
and
participating with a delegation in regalia at the Renfrew Legion’s Remembrance Day Ceremonies.

								
								
								
								
								
								
								
								
								
								
								
								
Self Standing Banner
Hanging Banner 		
				
and Table Cloth

As a result of all these activities, Renfrew Lodge A.F.
& A.M. No. 122 was nominated and made it to the top
				
Following the reception of
three of the Renfrew and Area Chamber of Commerce’s
		
		
the President’s Award 		
annual award for Community Champion. Unfortunately, 			
Renfrew Lodge received
the Lodge did not win the award. However, after looking 				congratulations from the
into the history of the Lodge, its commitments of the
				
House of Commons of
past and the activities over the past year the Chamber of
				
Canada through the local
Commerce President was so impressed that she awarded 			
Member of Parliament.
Renfrew Lodge the President’s Award, the highest honour.
								

Pictured from left to right V.W. Bro. Keith Richard (I.P.M.), Bro. Andrew Dick (J.D.), W. Bro. Jason
Verbruggen (W.M.), Ms Amy Rule (President Chamber of Commerce), R.W. Bro. Peter Harbert
(Sect.), R.W. Bro. Jack Ledger and Bro. Devon Jaques
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The Wooler Ritual

Exerpts of the Wooler Ritual Lecture and Demonstration of part of the Second Degree
from Before the Union of Moderns and Ancients in England in 1813 (circa 1790’s)
Performed in the North of England as a demonstration by two Ancient Lodges, Newcastle Upon Tyne Lodge # 24 and St. John’s Lodge No. 80 of Sunderland.
The following are parts of the various lectures found in
this old ritual. While showing some of the rhetoric used it
does not describe the degree or any of the signs or means
of recognition

the great cause which produced the whole system.
When he descends into the bowels of the earth, and explores the kingdom of ores, minerals and fossils, he finds
the same instance of Divine wisdom and goodness displayed in their formation and structure, every gem and
pebble proclaims the handiwork of an Almighty Creator.
… A lecture regarding Geometry:
When he surveys the watery elements, and directs his atGeometry is the first and noblest of sciences, and the basis tention to the wonders of the deep with all the inhabitants
on which the superstructure of F.M. is erected. The con- of the mighty ocean, he perceives emblems of the same sutemplation of this science in its moral and comprehensive preme intelligence. The scales of the largest whale, as well
view fills the mind with rapture. To the true Geometrician as the pencilled shell of the most diminutive fish, which
the regions of matter with which he is surrounded affords equally yield a theme for his contemplation, on which he
ample scope for his admiration, while they open a sublime fondly dwells, while the symmetry of their formation, and
field for his enquiry and disquisition. Every blade of grass, delicacy of their tints, evince to the discerning eye, the
which covers the field, every flower, which blows, and ev- wisdom of the Divine Artist.
ery insect which wings its way in the bounds of expanded
space, proves the existence of a first cause, and yields plea- When he exalts his view to the more noble and elevated
sure to the intelligent mind. The symmetry, beauty, and parts of nature, and surveys the celestial orbs, how much
order displayed in the various parts of animate creation greater is the astonishment? If on the principles of Geomare pleasing and delightful themes and naturally lead to etry and true Philosophy, he contemplates the Sun, the
the source whence the whole is derived. When we bring Moon, the stars, the whole concave of heaven, his pride is
within the focus of the eye the variegated carpet of the humbled, and he is lost in awful admiration. The immense
terrestrial creation and survey the progress of the vegeta- magnitude of those bodies, the regularity and rapidity of
tive system, our admiration is justly excited. Every plant, their actions, and the vast extent of space though which
which grows, every flower, that displays its beauties or they move, are equally inconceivable as far as they exceed
breaths its sweets affords instruction and delight. When human comprehension, baffle his most daring ambition,
we extend our views to the animal creation, and contem- till lost in the immensity of the theme, he sinks into his
plate the varied clothing of every species, we are equally primitive insignificance.
struck with astonishment. And when we trace the lines
of Geometry drawn by the Divine pencil in the beautiful By Geometry we can curiously trace nature through all
plumage of the feathered tribe, how exalted is our concep- her various windings to her most concealed recesses. By it
we may discover the wisdom, power and goodness of the
tion of the Heavenly work.
Grand Artificer of the Universe, and view with delight, the
The admirable structure of plants and animals, and the in- beautiful proportions which grace this vast machine, this
finite number of fibres and vessels, which run through the regular and perpetual motion. By it we may with rapturwhole, with the apt disposition of one part to another, is a ous delight discover how the planets move in their orbits,
perpetual subject of study to the true Geometrician, who, and the circumvolving satellites in their trackless orbs. By
while he adverts to the changes which all undergo in their the noble science of Geometry, we can with mathematical
progress to maturity, is lost in rapture and veneration of precision demonstrate their various revolutions, we can
also rationally account for the return of seasons and the
Page 16
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The structure of the eye evinces the admirable contrivance
of nature for performing its various external and internal
motions. The variety that is displayed in the eyes of different animals, suited to their several ways of life, clearly
demonstrates this organ to be the masterpiece of nature’s
A survey of nature and its beautiful proportions, first de- work.
termine Man to imitate the divine plan, and study symmetry and order. This gave rise to society and birth to every Feeling is that sense by which we distinguish the different quantities of bodies, such as heat and cold, hardness
liberal art.
and softness, roughness and smoothness, solidity and exThe Architect began to design, and the plans, which he tension. By means of certain corresponding sensations to
laid down, having been improved by experience and time, touch these are represented to the mind as real external
produced those stupendous works of art, which have been qualities and the conception or belief of them is invariably
the admiration of the past, and will no doubt continue to connected with these corresponding sensations, by an
original principle of human nature, which far transcends
be that of future ages.
our enquiry. All knowledge beyond our original conception is got by experience.
A lecture on the 5 senses:
mixed and beautiful variety each season displays to the
discerning eye. Numerous worlds are around us, framed
by the Divine Artist, which roll through the vast expanse
and are all conducted by the same unerring law of God.

Hearing is that sense by which we distinguish sounds
and are capable to enjoy all the agreeable charms of music. By it we are enabled to enjoy the pleasures of society
and reciprocally communicate to each other our thoughts
and intensions, our purposes and desires, while our reason is capable of exerting its up most power and energy.
The wise and beneficent Author of Nature seems to have
intended by the formation of this sense, that we should
be social creatures, and receive the most important part
of our knowledge by the information of others. For these
purposes we were endowed with hearing, that by a proper exertion of our rational powers, our happiness may be
complete.
Seeing is that sense by which we distinguish objects, and
are enabled in an instant of time, without change of place
or situation, to view armies in battle array, figures of the
most stately structures, and all the agreeable variety displayed in the landscape of Nature. By this sense we find
our way in the pathless ocean, traverse the globe of earth,
determine its figures and dimensions, and delineate any
region or quarter of it. By it we measure the planetary orbs
and make new discoveries in the sphere of the fixed stars.
Nay, more by it we perceive the tempers and dispositions,
the passions and affections of our fellow creatures when
they wish most to conceal them, so that though the tongue
may be taught to lie and dissemble, the continence will
display the hypocrisy to the discerning eye. In fine rays
of light, which administer to this sense are the most are
the most astonishing parts of the inanimate creation, and
render the eye, with all its appurtenances, a peculiar object of admiration. Of all the faculties sight is the noblest.

The constancy of nature’s laws connect the sign with the
thing signified and we rely on the continuance of that
connection which experience has discovered. These three
senses, seeing, hearing, and feeling are deemed peculiar
among Masons.
Smelling enables us to distinguish odours, which convey
different impressions to the mind. Animal and vegetable
bodies continually send forth effluvia of vast subtlety in
the state of life and growth as well as in the state of fermentation and putrefaction. The volatile particles probably repel each other and scatter themselves in the air till
they meet with other bodies to which they bear a chemical affinity with which they unite and form new concretes.
These effluvia being drawn into the nostrils along with the
air are the means by which all bodies are smelled. Hence
it is evident there is a manifest appearance of design, the
great Creator having planted the organ of smell in the inside of the canal through which the air continually passes
in respiration.
Tasting enables us to make a proper distinction in the
choice of our food. The organ of this sense guards the
entrance of the alimentary canal, as that of smell guards
the entrance of the canal of respiration. From the situation of these organs it is plain that they were intended by
nature to enable us to distinguish wholesome food from
that which is nauseous. Everything that enters the stomach must undergo the scrutiny of tasting, and by it we are
capable of discerning the changes which the same body
undergoes in the compositions of art, cookery, chemistry,
pharmacy, and so on… Smelling and tasting are inseparably connected, and it is by the unnatural kinds of life
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which men commonly lead in society that these senses are servations to particular rules, and to apply those rules to
rendered less fit to perform their natural offices.
account for other effects, or to direct us in the production
of them. This procedure of the understanding is familiar
The senses we are to consider as the gifts of nature and the in the common affairs of life, and is the means by which
primary regulators of our active powers, as by them alone every real discovery in philosophy is made.
we are conscious of the distance, nature, and properties of
external objects. Reason properly employed, confirms the On the mind all our knowledge must depend, it therefore
documents of nature, which are always true and whole- constitutes a proper subject for the investigation of Masome, she distinguishes the good from the bad, rejects the sons. Although through anatomical dissection, and obserlast modestly and adheres to the first with reverence.
vation, we may become acquainted with the body; it is by
anatomy of the mind alone we can discover its powers and
The objects of human knowledge are innumerable; the principles.
channels by which this knowledge is conveyed are few.
Among these, the perception of external things by the To sum up the whole of this transcendent measure of
senses and the information we receive from human testi- God’s bounty to Man, we may add that, memory, imagimony are not the least considerable the analogy between nation, taste, reasoning, moral perception, and all the acthem is obvious. In the testimony of nature given by the tive powers of the soul, present such a vast and boundless
senses, as well as in human testimony given by informa- field for philosophical disquisition, as far exceeds human
tion, things are signified by signs, in one as well as in the enquiry, and are peculiar mysteries known only to Nature
other, the mind, either by original principles or by custom, and to God, to whom all are indebted for creation, preserpasses from the sign to the conception and belief of the vation, and every blessing they enjoy.
thing being signified. The signs in the natural language, as
well as the signs in our original perceptions have the same On the liberal arts and sciences:
signification in all climates and nations, and the skill of
interpreting them is not acquired but innate. Through the Grammar is the first, which teaches us the art of adjusting
medium of the senses we are able to form just and accurate words according to the idiom or dialect of any particular
notions of the operations of nature, we become conscious country or people, and is that Excellency of pronunciation
of the existence of bodies, and attend to them till they are which enables us to speak, read or write a language with
rendered familiar objects of thought. To understand and accuracy and judgement, according to reason, authority
analyse the operations of the mind, is an attempt in which and strict laws of literature.
the most judicious may fail. All we know is that the senses
are the channels of communication to the mind, which is Rhetoric teaches us to speak copiously and fluently on any
ultimately affected by their operation, and when the mind subject, not merely with propriety alone, but with every
is diseased every sense loses its virtue.
advantage of force, elegance and beauty. Wisely contriving to captivate the hearer, by strength of argument and
The fabric of the mind as well as that of the body is curious elegance of expression, whether it be to entreat, exhort,
and wonderful. The faculties of one are adapted to their admonish or applaud.
several ends with equal wisdom, and no less propriety,
than the organs of the other. The inconceivable wisdom Logic teaches us to guide our reason discretionally in the
of the Almighty being is displayed in the structure of the general knowledge of things and to direct our enquiries
mind, which extends its powers over every branch of sci- after truth, as well for our own improvement as the inence; it is therefore a theme peculiarly worthy of attention. struction of others. It consists of a regular train of arguIn the Arts and Sciences, which have the least connection ment, whence we infer, deduce and conclude, according to
with the mind, its faculties are still the engines, which we certain premises laid down, admitted or granted. In it are
must employ; and the better we understand their nature, employed the faculties of conceiving, judging, reasoning,
and use their defects and disorders, we will apply them and disposing, all of which we are naturally led from one
with greater success. In the noblest Arts, the mind is the graduation to another till the point in question is finally
subject upon which we operate. Wise men agree that there determined.
is but one way to the knowledge of nature’s works, the way
of observation and experiment. By our constitution we Arithmetic teaches us to deduce the powers and properties
have a strong propensity to trace particular facts and obPage 18
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of numbers, which are variously affected by figures, tables,
letters and instruments. By this art, reasons and demonstrations are given for finding out any number whose relation or affinity to another is already known.

sounds with greater glory than when employed in praising
the G.G. of the U.

Astronomy though the last is not the least science. It is that
divine art by which we read the wonderful works of the
Geometry exhibits the powers and properties of magni- Almighty in those sacred pages, the celestial sphere. Astude whose length, breadth and thickness are considered. sisted by Astronomy we can observe the motions, measure
By this art the Architect is enabled to estimate designs, the the distances, comprehend the magnitude and calculate
Engineer to mark out ground for encampments, the Gen- the periods and eclipses of the heavenly bodies. By it we
eral to arrange his soldiers for battle, the Geographer to are taught the use of the globes, the system of the world,
give us the dimensions of the Earth, to delineate the extent and the primary laws of nature. While we are engaged in
of the seas, and unravel the mysteries of the bowels of the this noble science we must perceive unparalleled instances
Earth, to specify the divisions of Empires, Kingdoms and of divine wisdom and power and every hand may trace the
Provinces. By this art the Astronomer is enabled to make glorious Author by His works.
his observations, and calculate the periods and eclipses of
heavenly bodies, and to fix the duration of times, seasons, Astronomy is incontestably the loftiest monument of huyears and cycles. In fact Geometry is the foundation of man genius, the brightest conquest achieved beyond the
Architecture and the root of Mathematics.
circle of Geometric truths. This sublime science affords a
noble field for the speculations of the philosophic mind
Music is the art of forming concord, so as to make a de- and has attracted the curiosity and occupied the attention
lightful harmony by a mathematical proportionate ar- of the learned in every period of society.
rangement of acute, grave and mixed sounds. It enquires
into the nature of concords and discords, and never

Freemasonry and Prayer
By R.W. Bro. Garnet E. Schenk
belief in the one True God. The affirmation of that belief
inspires within the Mason the spontaneous praise, thanksgiving and honour for the maker and giver of life. The
need for prayer is further affirmed for the E.A. when he
is presented with the Working Tools of the degree. He is
taught the moral interpretation of the 24-inch gauge and
that he should apportion a part of each day Prayer, Labour, Refreshment and Sleep. Thus, he is encouraged to
Prayer is considered by Masons as being an important and bring balance to his life and honour to his God by opening
integral part of the Order. The Universality of Prayer in the day with prayer. It is significant to observe the order
Freemasonry can best be expressed in its acceptance of a in which the explanation of the 24-inch gauge is given;
principle as that “in which all good men agree.” The initi- prayer is stressed as the first requirement.
ate is required to profess a belief in a Supreme Being who
is the Creator, Maker and Sovereign over us all. Masons What is Prayer?
are taught from the very beginning not to start any enterIt has been described as a petition or solemn or humble
prise without first invoking the guidance of the Deity.
request to God for His blessing or thanksgiving. It is a
On entering the Lodge, the initiate is asked “In whom do communication between man and God and is a means by
you put your Trust?” The reply forms the foundation of which man can coordinate his mind with the will of God.
Prayer is an important part of the ritual in the Craft. The
opening and closing of the degrees and ceremonies invoke
prayer and guidance from God, the “Great Architect of the
Universe”. Beginning with an examination of the earliest
Manuscripts of “Old Charges”, the Regis Poem Manuscript of 1390 A.D., shows that all Lodge activities were
begun with prayer to God.
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Prayer is universal because it speaks to some basic human
need. As Thomas Merton put it, “Prayer is an expression of
who we are… We are living incompleteness. We are a gap,
an emptiness that calls for fulfillment.” Merton’s thoughts
on prayer fit into the Masonic Philosophy of making good
men better.

Freemasonry’s attitude toward things spiritual is an important part of our belief in the Supreme Being and in the
future life. Masons believe that at the time of death the
soul returns to God who gave it. Freemasons are bound by
the “eternal truths” contained in the Volume of the Sacred
Law and those sacred truths are given to us to govern the
rules of life and conduct. References, therefore, in the ritPrayer in Lodge raises the sights above the petty circum- uals of the Masonic Degrees to the omnipotence of God
stances of life and affords a glimpse of that lofty perspec- impresses upon the candidates and the brethren the powtive. Prayer is a declaration of dependence on God. It er of prayer in Masonic Work.
brings together the mind of man and the divine Spirit giving confidence to the suppliant that his petition for Divine God is not the Great I was, but the Great I am. In Him we
Guidance will be granted. It creates reason and logical live, move and have our being. He speaks to us in nature,
thinking within the petitioner. The Ancient Hebrews ex- in the moral law, and in our own hearts, if we have ears
ercised a “dialogue” with Jehovah whose “ineffable name” to hear. He speaks most clearly in the V.O.S.L. which lies
could be pronounced only by letters or syllables. It is the open on our Altar.
Mason’s duty to continue that “dialogue” as a response to
the moral imperative set forth by the 24-inch gauge. The Every prayer in the ritual has a purpose and has an appeal
main purpose of prayer in the Lodge is not to make life to the Deity for direction and guidance. It is necessary not
easier, nor gain magic powers, but to get to know God “in just to learn the prayers by rote but to reflect on them and
whom we put our trust”.
think about their meaning for the life a Mason. The place
of prayer in Masonry is not perfunctory. It is not a mere
The early Masonic Fathers were sincere men of faith and matter of form and note. It is vital and profound. It is truly
dedicated the Fraternity to the moral and spiritual im- a great prayer when we join in and place ourselves in the
provement of mankind. The ceremonies that they de- very hands of God, as all must do in the end, trusting His
veloped contained moral lessons that were intended to Will and way, where there is no path into the soft and fasenhance the spiritual improvement of candidates and cinating darkness which men call death.
the brethren. The ceremonies contained in the modern
rituals of our Grand Lodge are intended to foster that The response of the Lodge to that prayer, as to all others
spiritual improvement. Freemasonry is not a religion, offered at its Altar, is the old challenging phrase “So Mote
nor is it a substitute for religion. We are joined together It Be.”
in pursuit of universal brotherhood- recognizing the Fatherhood of God and the Brotherhood of Man. All Ma- Resources:
sons acknowledge the Supreme Being that imposes order The V.O.S.L.
on the Universe. The use of Scripture illustrates the fact Book of the Work, GLCPOO;
that God-fearing men practice our gentle craft. Our ritu- Research Lodge of Oregon No. 198, A.F. & A.M.
al clearly demonstrates the extent to which Freemasonry The Importance of Prayer in Freemasonry; Short Talk
places its dependence on God and the efficacy of prayer.
Bulletin, Vol. V June 1927.
Brochure- Welcome to the World of Freemasonry, Grand
Freemasons, as builders of character, work on the inner Lodge of Canada in the Province of Ontario.
man to polish and refine the raw material. The Lodge is a
quiet place conducive to reflection and introspection. The
lectures, charges, and prayers of the several degrees are intended to assist a man to contemplate the deeper meaning
of life and to ponder his place and purpose in it. To think
seriously about the eternal Why am I here? Where did I
come from? What am I doing here? And where do I go
from here? When a man puts the timeless precepts and
time honoured principles of Freemasonry into practice
the world will indeed be a better place. His prayers will
have been answered.
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Masonic Essay Contest 2019
The Education Committee announces the Annual Masonic Essay Contest

Open to all Masons of the jurisdiction, who are members in good standing
Essay Contest Theme:
•

Which of the three degrees has made the largest personal impact upon your
life? Please tell your story.

•
•
•
•
•
•

Essays to be submitted to The College of Freemasonry at masonic.college@gmail.com
Only essays submitted in doc or docx formats will be accepted.
The essay length is a maximum of 1200 words.
All quoted sources must be identified in an included bibliography.
The bibliography will not count towards the word count.
Submissions will be accepted until March 1, 2019.

The Top 3 essays will be published in The Ontario Mason Magazine &
posted on Grand Lodge website.
1st Place Prize:
• The author will be entitled to complete The College of Freemasonry “Masonic Arts & Sciences”
course at no cost (or he may give his prize to another brother).
• Free ticket to the Grand Master’s banquet at Grand Lodge and reserved seat at a front table.
• Essay will be published in The Ontario Mason Magazine.
2 Place Prize:
• The author will be entitled to complete The College of Freemasonry “Masonic Arts & Sciences”
course at no cost (or he may give his prize to another brother).
• Free ticket to the Grand Master’s banquet at Grand Lodge and reserved seat at a front table.
• Essay will be published in the Ontario Mason Magazine.
nd

3rd Place Prize:
• The author will be entitled to complete either The College of Freemasonry “Past Master’s” course or
“Aspiring Worshipful Master’s” course at no cost (or he may give his prize to another brother).
• Free ticket to the Grand Master’s banquet at Grand Lodge and reserved seat at a front table.
• Essay will be published in the Ontario Mason Magazine.
For more information contact: masonic.college@gmail.com

Effectiveness & Efficiency - Going Forward
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The Culture Code: The Secrets
of Highly Successful Groups
by Daniel Coyle

Book Review by Bro. Corey Turnbull, FCF
The author, Daniel Coyle, has advised schools, sports teams, and military units. He knows how trust is built and organizational structure strengthened. His book is a practical one and uses stories and examples to illustrate what trust
building (and maintaining) looks like in a group.
Some cross-cultural differences relevant to his observations, such as with eye contact aside, his insights and descriptions of behaviours are pretty standard from a social-psychological perspective and do have evidence to support
them. What he does best is to create an entertaining and readable book that offers up actionable knowledge of behaviours that anyone can introduce to the culture of a group.
When it comes to group effectiveness, interaction can matter more than individual skill. Coyle claims that “group
culture is one of the most powerful forces on the planet” and noted that “spending time inside these (highly effective)
groups was almost physically addictive”. Also relevant to Masons as members of the world’s best educational organization for men (shameless bias) is that learning is enhanced by trust and therefore by the culture of the group.
The specific pattern of interaction that Coyle observed, that all highly successful groups seem to have in common,
relates to trust, group cohesion, and to a deeply empathetic attentiveness and candor. These are the behaviours he
noted, and which he believes contribute to a group’s success, copied from the beginning of his book:
•
Close physical proximity, often in circles
•
Profuse amounts of eye contact
•
Physical touch (handshakes, fist bumps, hugs)
•
Lots of short energetic exchanges (no long speeches)
•
High levels of mixing; everyone talks to everyone
•
Few interruptions
•
Lots of questions
•
Intensive, active listening
•
Humour, laughter
•
Small, attentive courtesies, (thank-yous, opening doors, etc.)
Moreover the book is packed with great lines, either of his own or that he cites from other sources, such as the humbling “you are all supporting actors” (p.127), the warning that “there is no greater sin than losing track of someone”
(p.122), and what can be seen as support for our concept of the West Gate, “deciding who’s in and who’s out is the
most powerful signal any group sends” (p.81).
I have recommended this book to a few Masons who have also enjoyed it, and each of us have seen the striking
relevance to our Lodges. It provides a lens through which to examine a Lodge’s culture and to assist us in starting
conversations about our many strengths and about what small shifts we might like to make to ensure that our Lodges
become the best they can be.
Page 22
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Since 1958 the Blood Donor Committee of the

Grand Lodge of A. F. & A. M. of Canada in Province of Ontario

has worked hard to ensure that all Masons know about the work of the of
Canadian Blood Services and are encouraged to give Blood!

“The good news is that just one donation can save up
to three lives!”

MasonicBloodDonors...
It’s in us to give.

Click Here to find a clinic near you
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To Toast or Not To Toast

by W. Bro. Dan Dignard

We all talk about building the character and skills of our junior officers for the Lodge.
To this end, it is time to start having those officers make toasts at ALL Lodge meals/banquets whether informal or not. The opportunity to make a toast to the “Queen and the Craft”, or to the “Grand Lodge of Canada
in the Province of Ontario” at these regular functions will give these officers a chance to practice these toast.
When they have to make a toast at that formal occasion, when they will be under presssure to make that toast
in front of the District Deputy Grand Master and Grand Lodge officers, they will not be nervous since they
have had many chances to practice that toast.

Let’s set them up to succeed, rather than giving them a chance to fail.

Free Subscriptions to
The

ONTARIO M

SON

Magazine

You can have the Ontario Mason delivered direct to your inbox as soon as it is published!
Click on this ad and send us your contact information we will send you a copy of our magazine
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The Number 3
Given by R.W. Bro. Gerald W. Brandt at his official visit to You then took the oath of secrecy which contains 3 parts.
Mukoka Lodge No. 360 on Oct. 2, 2018.
The secrecy relates to the 3 periods of communication
past, present and future, of which you promised to obBrethren,
serve. The penalty is of a 3 fold character.
Does the number 3 signify a Landmark in Masonry?
One Landmark, that our Grand Lodge of the past, has taken a firm stand on, is that of a belief in a personal God,
and the immortality of the soul. They leave the rest for us
to figure out for ourselves with the material at our disposal.
The number 3 pops up, all through our ritual. For example, it starts upon an application for membership to a
Lodge, after which 3 wise men are sent to investigate and
report back to Lodge.
Upon our initiation we were taught that Freemasonry
is a beautiful system of morality, veiled in allegory, and
Ilustrated by symbols. These symbols play an important
part in our system, and numbers figure extensively among
those symbols, of which the most significant is the number 3. It signifies completeness and is the symbol of the 3
dimensions, length, width and depth; of the 3 primary colours, red, blue and yellow but above all, to us as Freemasons, it is a reminder of the one great Landmark of which
I have already referred.
Now I will refer you to some of its frequent uses in the first
degree.

After the obligation and before the light the W.M. spoke 3
times, your attention was directed to the 3 great lights, and
then the 3 lesser lights. You were warned of the 3 dangers;
3 true and proper signs were explained to you by which
you were to know a brother.
After your first step you were told there are 3 signs. 3 reasons were given for the trial in the N.E. angle, 3 working
tools were presented and explained to you, from which a
moral is deduced from these, that knowledge subjected to
3 influences , will produce 3 results.
In the J.W.’s lecture your attention was directed to the 3
dimensions of the Lodge ( length, width, height). The
standing of the Lodge on holy ground brings to our mind
3 Grand offerings and were situated due east and west for
3 reasons. They are supported by 3 great pillars. These are
emblems of 3 divine attributes and further represent 3 famous characters in Freemasonry. There are 3 principal
rounds on Jacobs Ladder , (faith, hope, and charity).
The interior of the Lodge is composed of 3 sets of articles. There are 3 kinds of ornaments, 3 items of furniture,
3 moveable jewels, and 3 immovable jewels, 3 distinguishing characteristics of every Free and Accepted Mason and
there are 3 fundamental principles.

Before being admitted into Lodge you were interviewed
by a committee of 3, who asked you 3 questions. After an- Thus it is my brother that in every turn in our ceremony
swering favourably you were clothed with 3 items, 3 parts we are confronted with the number 3, for no matter where
barrd and led to the door of the Lodge room where 3 raps we sit in Lodge we are confronted with the letter G.
were given, which were answered by 3 raps inside.
This frequent reoccurrence of the number 3 should ever
The I.G. addressed the J.D. 3 times, as you were admitted, remind us, that his all seeing eye beholds us and that we
the J.D. spoke 3 times. While you were in a kneeling po- should always discharge our duty towards him, with fersition, the W.M. spoke 3 times. While you perambulated, vency and zeal.
the J.W. addressed you 3 times, as well as the S.W. 3 times.
The W.M. then asked you 3 questions, and you were con- In answer to my earlier question, brother, its up to you, to
ducted to the Altar by the J.D. by 3 steps, each step mea- decide how the number 3 plays a role in Masonry.
sured in inches and a multiple of 3.
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Why We Should Remember
Remembrance Day
									

by: R.W. Bro. Michael Jenkyns, Grand Historian

The year 2017 was filled with many special anniversary
events.

time the presence of Freemasonry can be seen and records
of its actions have survived. Thus we are not focused only
on twentieth, or even twenty-first century phenomena.

1. On a personal level, most of us happily celebrated a day
of birth, a birthday or a wedding, and for some we have As part of the Thirteen Colonies we fought against the
accepted the realities of the death of someone near and French and our country was, in large measure, born on
dear to us.
the Plains of Abraham in 1759. That first winter of 175960 was a daunting one and the decision of the military
2. As Freemasons we celebrated the tercentenary of the commanders to share foodstuffs, medicines, and wood
first organized Masonic government — on June 24, 1717 (for fires to use for cooking, erecting or repairing shelters),
in London.
began a real and friendly collaboration between different
groups (French and English), (Catholics and Protestants)
3. As Canadians it was the sesquicentennial (150th) anni- and others. It provided an “enabling environment” into
versary of Canada as a political entity — on July 1, 1867 which future Loyalists could move after their expulsion
when Queen Victoria’s law made it so.
from what is now the United States of America.
4. For those who have served in Canada’s military and
paramilitary forces, or know of family members and
friends who have done so, it was the centennial of the Battle of Vimy Ridge (April 9-12, 1917) and the beginning of
an annual Ceremony of Remembrance held on November
11 each year to remember those who fought that our way
of life could continue and expand.

On November 28, 1759 (259 years ago) the representatives of 6 Masonic Lodges(1) met in a convenient room at
the French fort and constituted themselves into a Grand
Lodge pro tem. [“Grand Lodge” is how they called themselves.] Between 1759 and 1792 this organization extended English Freemasonry as far west as Michilimackinac
and would provide a formal Masonic authority and direction to 63 Lodges: 40 were military (3 in Ontario) and 23
* * * * *
were civilian (9 in Ontario). By 1792 they had all but disappeared, but the area was rejuvenated by Loyalists leavNovember 11, 2018 will see us honour the memory of ing the new United States. Masonic authority to manage
those who have fallen in the service of their Country in Masonic Lodges in the new British territory (later named
wars and what have become known in the twentieth and Ontario and Quebec) was vested in two Antients Provintwenty-first centuries as “international peacekeeping op- cial Lodges of Upper Canada and Lower Canada(2).
erations.”
The War of 1812 saw an American movement to take the
territory they had not captured at the end of the Revolution. Loyalists, ex Americans, Canadians and Canadiens
from Ontario, Quebec and parts of the Maritimes were
strengthened with a few British regulars, which increased
rapidly after Waterloo. With peace in Europe, many British and allied soldiers retired and settled here with their
The history of our country shows that we have had to fight families, their trades and skills, their arms and powder,
to protect our way of life for several centuries. During this receiving land grants and support material to settle and
In Canada, today, it is now more than 70 years since the
cessation of hostilities in what was called “World War II.”
It is one, two, or even three, generations removed from
today and our remembrance of the events is coloured by
movies and television (mostly the latter I’m afraid).
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defend the area. Between 1792 and 1855 we would see
Freemasonry grow in waves and shrink (for many reasons
including the political fallout from the Morgan affair of
the 1820's and beyond). Immigrants often brought their •
own form of Freemasonry (fitting it into what they found).
We would be beset by two Rebellions, and a last invasion
into Canada (planned for 1905) when Irish New Yorkers
(known as Fenians) tried to invade Canada.
During the great conflict of what has become called •
“World War I”, the great war to end all wars, Canada provided 620,000 men and women in the fight to protect our
way of life. This was almost 8% of our population of about
8 million people. Of this number, 60,661 were killed. In
addition to this there were 20,115 widows, children and
destitute parents of soldiers, who were receiving pensions in 1925. In truth, all were wounded by mental scars •
they would carry for the rest of their lives. [As an aside,
for Canada, the “Great War” continued until late 1919 —
when the last Canadians returned from Russia.]
During World War II, Canada provided 1,050,000 men
and women in uniform, from a population of about 11.8
million people (8% of our population). Out of this number, 42,000 were killed and 53,000 were wounded.

around the world and included 15 Canadians, 6 of
whom were from Ontario Lodges.](3)
Captured soldier-masons were sometimes able to
develop contact with other captives and conduct
informal Lodge meetings. A few others (very few)
were given preferential treatment because they were
known to be members of the Craft.
Returning soldiers sought a solace with others who
had encountered the same horrific wartime situations
and sought an anchor in life. Many non-masons now
joined the Craft. Postwar Masonic growth in Ontario
was steady and by 1920 we recorded a total of 489
Lodges and 80,920 members.
Linked to this growth, new Lodges were formed and
our remembrance of the war is reflected in some of
their names like Earl Kitchener 538 and The General
Mercer 548 (honoring those who gave their lives),
Victory 547 and Victory 563, War Veteran’s 586 (later
called Remembrance) and Defenders 590 (to remind
us that we should never forget our soldier-Masons).
* * * * *

From these two global conflicts there are over 100,000 Since 1945 Canadians have served in UN Observer Misgravestones in Europe with a simple maple leaf, marking sions and Peacekeeping Missions. They were not limited
the graves of Canadians.
to military and paramilitary personnel including civilian
police, but also included government officials to help train
* * * * *
their local counterparts and to oversee and assist with
elections, as well as aid and development officers. In a
great many cases we have been highly successful. In other
How is Freemasonry remembered during perisituations, like Rwanda (1993-96), UN troops witnessed
ods of conflict?
the slaughter of nearly 800,000 Rwandans. Currently our
assistance has been an important response to the result of
natural disasters, such as the Haiti Earthquake.
• Charity and benevolence increased in importance.
•
•

•

Dispensations permitted many soldier-masons to
receive degrees in other Lodges, often enroute to
embarkation points.
Dues cards were not in vogue before the 1920's. Prior
to this, Secretaries were authorized by our Grand
Lodge to issue paper certifications of status and the
members’ good standing in his Lodge.
Soldier-Masons assisted in the formation of new
Lodges near the front lines. [The 71 British and
Commonwealth soldier-Mason founders of Loge Le
Havre de Grâce, No. 4 of le Havre, France, came from
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Canada does not raise its military personnel through conscription. Those who support the military and para-military in peacetime do so through a belief in supporting a
structure that we have needed and may yet need again. In
wartime, this has been a prime motivating force, if not the
prime force.
Many of us know of immediate family and friends who
have “served the colours” and some, a member categorized as “lost, presumed killed”, “killed in action”, “missing
in action”.
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Should we forget them? Never!

Endnotes:

They should expect nothing less than that we remember 1. The six Lodges were:
them. And act to make them proud that they did not sac- - No. 192 (Irish) held in the 47th (Lascelles’) Regiment
rifice themselves in vain.
(warranted March 1, 1748). The Regiment had come to
the Americas in 1750, served in the siege and capture of
* * * * *
Louisbourg and fought at Quebec.
- No. 218 (Irish) held in the 48th (Webb’s) Regiment (warThe Royal Canadian Legion poppy is more than just a ranted December 27, 1750). The Regiment served in Virsymbol of remembrance. Funds raised by the Royal Cana- ginia in 1755, Albany in 1756, Louisbourg in 1758, and
dian Legion from their sale are used to:
wintered at Philadelphia in 1758-59 until Quebec where
it fought in 1759.
• provide immediate assistance to ex-servicemen and
- No. 245 (Irish) held in the 15th (Amherst’s) Regiment
women in need
(warranted April 10, 1754). The Regiment served in the
Louisbourg assault of 1758 and at Quebec in 1759.
• purchase community medical appliances
- Lodge No. 1 (Louisbourg) held in the 28th (Bragg’s)
Regiment under a Warrant dated November 13, 1758,
• fund day adult care centres
granted by Richard Gridley, Grand Warden of St. John’s
Grand Lodge (Moderns) of Boston under the authority
• provide meals-on-wheels
of a Commission granted to him by his brother, Jeremy
Gridley. Jeremy Gridley was the Provincial Grand Master
• construct and maintain housing and care facilities
of Massachusetts (Moderns). The 28th served at Annapolis 1757-58, Quebec 1759-60 and later, at Bunker Hill in
And now we have the Invictus Games — first held in 2017 1775.
in Toronto. This is a major recognition by many countries - Lodge U.D. held in the 43rd (Kennedy’s) Regiment, opof the important role of military and paramilitary forces erating under a Dispensation granted by Lodge No. 136
in our lives and the need to support those who suffered (Irish). Lodge 136 had been warranted June 24, 1743, in
physical and mental injuries.
the 17th (Forbes’) Regiment. Both the 17th and 43rd had
been regularly brigaded together and were at Annapolis
Masons of this Jurisdiction should feel proud to see their just before being assigned to the attack on Quebec.
members in regalia, wearing medals, and attending Ceno- - Lodge in the Royal Artillery, operating under a Dispentaph Services. All of us should support such attendance.
sation granted by Lodge No. 195 (Irish) which was housed
in the 42nd Regiment of Foot (The Black Watch).
And, in the end, we should be prepared to tell our children:
2. The names used were geographic in nature: Canada

Went the day well?
They died and never knew.
But, well or ill,
Freedom, they died for you.

We must ever remember them.
So Mote it be!

West was higher in altitude and the waters of the Great
Lakes flowed eastwards and literally “downwards” to Lower Canada, emerging in the Gulf of St. Lawrence.

3. Loge le Havre de Grâce No. 4, Le Havre, France was

formed in 1916 by unaffiliated Masons in British and Dominion forces in, and around, le Havre, France who decided to form a Lodge to meet their needs. There were seventy-one Founder Members of the Lodge at the time of its
Consecration on October 31, 1916. Furniture and equipment for the Lodge was made from White Oak. With the
cessation of hostilities the various members of the Lodge
were repatriated to their homes around the world. On
January 7, 1919 the last two members of the Lodge (both
Canadian) arranged for the Lodge’s equipment and fur-
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nishings to be placed in storage in London. One of the two
was Brother William C. Stuart who had been the Treasurer of Havre de Grâce and later a member of Doric Lodge
No. 58 of Ottawa. Shortly afterwards, on July 20, 1920, at
Carp, Ontario, a small rural town west of Ottawa, a fire
destroyed the town centre including the Hall of Carleton
Lodge No. 465 and all its paraphernalia. Immediate steps
were taken to secure temporary facilities (provided by the
local Orange Lodge), to begin searching for a new Hall,
and starting a furniture fund. By 1926 several events combined (united would perhaps be a better word): the new
United Church of Canada at Carp was formed through
the amalgamation of the local Methodist and Presbyterian congregations, one Church facility being acquired by
Carleton Lodge as the Masonic Hall and arrangements
were made to acquire the material stored in London and
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have it shipped to Carp. As the Lodge equipment did not
include an appropriate Altar, one was acquired through
the help of several businessmen. An enquiry was made
to the T. Eaton Company to acquire a suitable blue rug
for the Lodge room two Company employees arrived and
took measurements and disappeared. Two weeks later two
more employees of Eaton’s arrived with two trunks containing elaborate carpet laying equipment, under padding
and rugs. Later a letter arrived from Mr. R(obert) Y(oung)
Eaton asking the Lodge to accept the carpet as a gift from
Eaton’s. At the time R. Y. Eaton was Secretary-Treasurer of
the T. Eaton Company. He was the son of John Craig Eaton the son of Timothy Eaton who had founded the company. Eaton’s (family and company) provided a wide range
of support to the Canadian men and women who were
serving in Canada’s forces at home and abroad.
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The Charles A. Sankey Lecture Series
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Dr. Harland-Jacobs, 2011
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R.W. Bro. Charles A. Sankey
Dr. Steven Bullock, 2012
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If you want to help and make a
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Reference Project No. 2937
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Professor Andrew Prescott, 2016
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Symbolism and Freemasonry
(Part Two)
by R.W. Bro. Garnet E. Schenk
This resource is collection of articles on Symbolism and Freemasonry written for a District Newsletter. The introduction
is followed by a few short essays that begin with candidate
entering the Lodge. The series on symbolism will be completed by working our way through to the Master Mason
degree. It is hoped that the journey you are about to enter
upon will help you unpack the meaning of the symbols that
we regularly see, use and employ in our ritual of our Grand
Jurisdiction.

The work of the entered apprentice degree has two main
functions. The first is to show the candidate the method of
Masonic instruction – that symbols carry a broader interpretation of a carried meaning then the literal concept-representations allow. The second is to remind the candidate
of the principles of moral truth and virtue (light). They
both have particular meaning when considered in light of
Proverbs 22:6, “Train a child in the way he should go, and
when he is old he will not depart from it.”

Symbolism and Freemasonry Part 1 was printed in the
Summer 2018 issue of the magazine.

Preparations in the Anteroom

The proper preparation of the candidate is of extreme importance. How we relate to the candidate is often overlooked as not having any symbolic significance to the
Symbolism Of The Entered Apprentice candidate. The preparation in the anteroom has a mental component as well as physical component. The tone is
Mason Degree
set by the P.M. when he asks the three questions, for they
It is suitable to open the discussion on the symbolism in show the atmosphere of the Lodge at work is solemn and
the entered apprentice degree by quoting from a poem by thoughtful. The teaching starts with how the questions are
asked of the candidate. Indeed, our interaction with the
Thomas W. Davis.
candidate should carry with it a deep symbolic meaning
that speaks volumes to the heart and soul of the seeker of
“Let there be light!” the great Creator spoke,
light.
And, at the summons, slumbering nature woke,
While from the east the primal morning broke,
Back rolled the curtains of the night,
And earth rejoiced to see the light.

“Let there be light!” the Master’s lips proclaimed
And heart and hand unite in glad acclaim
To hail th’ enrollment of a Brother’s name,
While he beholds the ravished sight
The glories of the perfect light.
The poem signifies birth of life by the Creator, it indicates
a beginning. Your entrance into the Lodge by initiation
becomes symbolically your birth or rebirth. All of the activity and action that is part of the ceremony strengthens
the idea of rebirth. What we get out of Masonry starts with
that rebirth – initiation. What we end up with depends
upon ourselves.

The candidate is to divest himself of his rich apparel and
the outward trappings of wealth and position including
his shoes and assumes the very same costume as every
candidate has before him. It teaches the candidate that
worldly wealth and honours are not regarded as the qualifications for admission. All evidence of what the candidate
has acquired is left behind in the preparation room. He
is deprived of all money because he is to divorce himself
from the material world. It also reflects the fact that the
sound of metal was not heard at the building of King Solomon’s Temple (1Kings 5:7). Certain details of the candidate’s preparation are strikingly similar to the old Jewish
rules laid down for the guidance of those who planned to
visit the temple and preserved for our edification in the
Talmud: “A man should not enter the Temple mount either with his staff in his hand or his shoe on his foot or
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with his money tied up in his cloth, or with his money bag
slung over his shoulder.”

about us and suggests that we should submit to guidance
by those who are more enlightened. It is, in that sense, an
outward sign of a visible pledge of submission and fidelity,
The candidate is fitted with a H.W. as an emblem of blind- a symbol of a vow to assist another even at the risk of lives.
ness: it symbolizes that lights of Masonry have not yet The cord also represents the symbolic attachment to of the
opened his eyes. It is also a further safeguard; should there candidate to his mother lodge. At a deeper level the C.T.
be an interruption before the obligation, he may be re- is said to represent the Mystic Tie that binds Craftsmen
moved without seeing anything.
together in a house undivided.
The mode of dress for the candidate shows that he is not
naked nor is he fully clothed. His garb shows that he represents both states. His R. A. is made B. as reflection of the
ancient custom to show that he comes in friendship, with
no concealed weapons. His L.B. is made B. so the I.G. can
apply the S.I. near the heart; it also demonstrates that he
is a man. His L.K. in anticipation of his posture when he
takes the obligation. His R.H. is S.S. in reference to the ancient Hebrew method of confirming and agreement (see
Ruth 4:7). It is also a gesture of reverence found in Exodus
4:5: “Put off thy shoes from off thy feet, for the place where
thou standest is holy ground.”
It is necessary to comment a little further on the removal of
the shoes by the candidate. The removal of the shoes symbolizes humility (NOT humiliation). It signifies the meekness we all should display before the presence a greater
or Supreme Power, the Great Architect of the Universe. It
shows us that we are about to enter upon something that
has not been defiled by anything unworthy. It tells us that
we are to tread on “holy ground”.
The act of taking off the shoes really becomes two separate
actions. The first, by taking off both shoes before initiation
we are signifying humility before God. It also symbolizes
our faith in those with whom we are about to associate. It
also teaches the need for cleanliness. Shoes protect the feet
from injury as well as the filth in the outer world. When the
candidate walks “neither barefoot nor shod” he is giving a
testimony that he has faith the protection he will receive at
the hands of his friends, and that he is willing to humble
himself before God and man. The second is symbolic of
the sincerity of the vow we take, an obligation to fulfill our
duty to God and man. When we “pluck off our shoe” we
are pledging upon our honour to be fair in our dealings.
The candidate is obligated on the with the V.O.S.L. open at
Ruth 5:7, and he will ultimately learn that his shoes were
removed as part of understanding the significance of the
obligation he has taken.

After the candidate is properly prepared he stands outside
the door of the Lodge in a state of darkness, completely
dependent on his guide. His admission to the Lodge is not
immediate; he has to be patient while a report is made and
even after permission is granted to enter the Lodge he is
prevent from a hasty entrance or any ill-conceived action.
The lesson of course is that cautiously one ought to approach every experience in life.
Proper preparation is necessary and must be understood
by the members as well as the candidate. The Poet Davis
stated “And heart and hand unite in glad acclaim to hail
the enrollment of Brother’s name” so that he, the candidate may rejoice in the light.

Receiving into the Lodge
The candidate standing outside the door of the Lodge in
a state of darkness accompanied by his friend and guide.
The candidate’s mode of entry into the Lodge denotes a release from worldly distractions and a clearing of the mind
as he enters upon a different experience. When the W.M.
grants permission for the candidate and his guide to enter the Lodge there starts a journey where he begins step
by step to move from darkness toward light. It is in that
journey that he learns to depend on his guide for sure and
certain steps that bring him eventually to light. Therein
lies a symbolic lesson, not only for the candidate but for
every Mason present at this solemn occasion. Each person in the Lodge witnessing the degree is reminded that
from the moment of birth until the latest hour of existence
when they are lowered into the grave they are dependent
on others. The other half of the lesson is that others also
depend on us for help and charity.

The ritual expounds the entire philosophy of Masonry
though concealed in allegory and symbolism. It holds a
fascination for the member who is sincerely trying to increase his knowledge of Masonic philosophy by concentrating less on things that can be seen and touched and
The C.T. that is placed about the N. has many meanings. more on higher values and quality of life. There are two
While it prevents retreat it also symbolizes the dangers
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important aspects to ritual: first admittance to certain administrative requirements, the second, the presentation
of ethical matters by means of lectures. Protocol and etiquette properly executed is the silent exemplification of
the content of the ritual so it that speaks as loudly as the
words.

The Symbolism of the Movement in the
Ceremony

Relief symbolizes man’s duty to man. The many ways in
which he can accomplish that as a Freemason are taught
and explained to the candidate. Relief is greater than charity. It is personal attention, sympathetic understanding
and a caring attitude to others. The word indicates a closeness of human beings, of knowing that someone cares, of
acting toward others with thoughtfulness, kindness and
gracious generosity of spirit the requires no reward.
Truth can be said to symbolize divinity. Truth is the foundation of everything just. The candidate is taught the truth
is what Masons seek in their journey. Truth in Masonic
teaching is symbolized by a search for light. When we seek
light, we seek truth. Truth does not simply imply remaining true to Masonic principles. It is an attempt to develop
excellence in everything that a Mason does whether personal, social or in business. It means that a Mason continually searches for the Truth, the light of knowledge to
transform himself into a better person of sincerity, honesty and straight dealing.

Each of the movements in the ceremony as well as during
our work in lodge has a symbolic meaning. After the candidate is duly received he is asked to kneel while a prayer
is offered to the G.A.O.T.U. for divine guidance in his life.
Kneeling before his Creator God is a symbol of humility
and reverence for the Supreme Being. It must be noted
that before the candidate rises after the prayer a significant
and meaningful comment is made by the W.M. The words
“you may safely arise and follow your guide with firm but
humble confidence where the name of God is invoked we
trust no danger will ensue.” The words symbolize unity
which is deemed also to be the symbol of brotherly love. The Great Though Emblematic Lights
The candidate is asked to rise and follow his guide which
demonstrates that unity and trust in the G.A.O.T.U. by the The first symbols that catch the eye of the candidate when
he is restored to light are the three great though emblematone who leads the candidate on to seek for truth.
ic lights of Masonry. They are the V.O.S.L., the square and
As the journey begins the guide assists the candidate in the compasses. The reference to the V.O.S.L., the square
circumambulation or “walking around” the Lodge in a and the compasses as furniture of the Lodge has a speparticular manner. This simple act links the all Freema- cial meaning; it is intended to remind us that the Lodge
sons to the spiritual ceremonies and observances of years is not furnished or complete unless those three items are
gone by. The direction of travel also symbolizes the path of present, in place and treated with the utmost respect. The
the sun as it follows its course from the birth of a new day heart will not have the necessary understanding without
through to the closing hours of each day. Circumambula- the lessons, the philosophy and the teachings of the three
tion also symbolizes the homage we owe to our God; the great lights. The three great lights are the central point in a
candidate and the guide move around the Altar with rev- Lodge and often are referred to as the point within a circle.
erence and humility in the presence of the Supreme Being. The three great lights represent the essential elements of
the Masonic system. They involve virtue, moral conduct
toward fellowmen and reverence to God.
Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth
At this particular point I introduce three concepts or ideas
that the candidate will hear throughout the ceremony.
They are brotherly love, relief and truth, words he is expected subsequently to use and employ in everyday life.
Brotherly love symbolizes for all Masons the universality of man. It teaches us to regard the human race as one
family under God regardless of race, religion or creed.
Brotherly love is neither an abstraction nor a bundle of
“magic words”; it is carried out through those little acts of
kindness, expressions of comfort and appreciation for the
joy of friendship.

The V.O.S.L. is God’s gift to man and that within its pages
can be found the wisdom and the truth that all Freemasons seek. It is important for all Masons to understand and
recognize that the V.O.S.L. proves the Masonic claim that
men of all faiths, creeds and races may travel the Masonic
road together in harmony.
The candidate is taught that the square symbolizes morality and righteousness. It is intended to keep us in touch
with God; morality and righteousness cannot be separated. It is God, morality and righteousness that set the stan-
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dard for the Order and to regulate our life actions.

lesson is that the progress made up and down the ladder
is meant to teach everyone to descend to the level of his
The third of the three Great Lights, the compasses sym- fellowmen in order to fulfill the duty placed up him in the
bolize spirituality. The compasses remind the candidate to lecture of the north-east angle. Success in climbing Jacob’s
“circumscribe your desires and keep your passions within ladder is not found in reaching a specific destination but
due bounds”. The Entered Apprentice is taught that those a continuous step by step journey until he figuratively
duties are not reserved for the brethren alone but must be reaches the top of the ladder resting against the covering
exercised toward all men.
of the Lodge which is symbolic of Heaven itself.

The Lesser Lights

Rites in the Masonic Degree

The three lesser lights are represented by the sun, the moon
and the Master of the Lodge. Without the sun and the
moon there would be no planet called “earth” and without
the Worshipful Master there would be no Masonic Lodge.

There appear to be three great religious rites in Masonry.
They are the Rite of Discalceation, barefoot before God
and the Rite of Circumambulation, going around an Altar
from east to west have been briefly discussed. The third
is the Rite of Investiture, or Purification. The Rite takes
place when the candidate is invested with the lambskin or
white leathern apron. The apron will only be honourable if
worn worthily by he candidate. The Mason must continue
to prove himself worthy of wearing the lambskin by putting into practice the lessons, teachings and philosophy of
the Order. The apron is a symbol of innocence, purity and
honour.

The Lodge Covering

Symbolically the covering of a Masonic Lodge is the
“Clouded Canopy or Starry Decked Heavens” and is symbolically shown in some way in most every Lodge. It represents that heavenly abode toward which the visionary
ladder of Jacob intends to lead us. The Freemason learns
of three principal rounds in the ladder; Faith, Hope and
Charity. Masonic charity is in reality love and extends be- Charity Lecture and Working Tools
yond money to the giving of self in caring for the widow,
the orphan and those in need. Masonic charity symbolizes After the Apron Charge, the candidate is then conductthe heart of man.
ed to the North East angle of the Lodge where he is told
that he figuratively represents the cornerstone of building
that is being erected. He is later to conclude from the lesJacob’s Ladder
son that he is that stone that is being laid in the temple
It is implied that the ladder of Jacob has other rounds and not built by hands and that he is to raise a superstructure
that without them the principal ones would be of little perfect in its parts and honourable to the builder. After
use in the heavenward journey. Among them are; broth- the completion of the charity charge he is presented with
erly love, relief and truth the tenets of Masonry. To those the working tools that will help him in the construction of
rounds we can add temperance, fortitude, prudence and that spiritual temple.
justice. Taken together these rounds symbolize perfection,
The working tools of the first degree have three primary
something every Mason should strive to reach.
purposes; they are used for hammering, measuring and
It should be noted that fortitude for a Mason symbolizes smoothing. They instruct the candidate about the things
more than physical courage; it refers to moral courage. It that are necessary in his daily life to become a better man.
is the maintaining of high principles at all times. Temper- Together they point out that learning is a continuous task
ance symbolizes restraint. Prudence symbolizes wisdom that requires effort.
and justice as practiced by the Mason symbolizes equality.
The 24-inch gauge is a tool that is used for measuring
The words of the Junior Warden’s lecture contain a hidden and computing the extent of the work he must undertake.
Truth for those who wish to seek for it. If it is true that Since we are Free and Accepted Masons we derive a morMasonry is a progressive science, there is no better symbol al lesson from the 24-inch gauge. As a symbol it teaches
of progress than a ladder. Jacob’s ladder represents the in- us to use time wisely and to bring balance into our daily
tellectual communication between earth and heaven. The lives. Like each day, it is divided into twenty-four equal
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parts and it therefore directs us to apportion our time to
the proper objects, that is prayer, labour, refreshment and Within the Lodge there are three moveable Jewels and
three immoveable Jewels. While these jewels are not presleep.
cious stones they are identified as Jewels because of there
The common gavel is used by the workman for cutting value as symbols of morality to a Mason. The moveable
chipping and setting. From a moral perspective it teaches Jewels are the Square, the Level and the Plumb Rule. The
the candidate that he must smooth out the rougher areas Square is worn by the Worshipful Master and symbolizes
of his character to bring out the full potential. It is a sym- morality. The Level is worn by the S.W. and is the symbol
bolic act that prepares the way for the finer work by which of equality. The Plumb Rule is worn by the J.W. and is a
a greater knowledge of Masonry and its principles is ob- symbol of an upright life.
tained.
I take a moment to answer the question that arises “why
The common gavel is used in conjunction with other are they called the moveable Jewels”? They are called
tools, e.g., the chisel to produce a perfect building block. moveable Jewels because they are transferable to their
The gavel and the chisel combined help chip away apathy, successors at installation. While the Jewels are considered
ignorance and lack of zeal. If members learn how to use moveable the lessons of morality, equality and uprightness
the working tools well they will build a better tomorrow should be fixed in the heart as guideposts for Masonic
conduct at all times.
because of the work they have completed today.
The general and collective intent of the working tools is to
teach a Mason to perfect his character and thereby build a
better society. The working tools teach the Mason various
ways to achieve that intent by suggesting that men have
the responsibility to shape their character. They do that by
smoothing away the rough edges that impede the development of mortal man.
Symbolically the working tools of the first degree teach us
that it is not a single application or effort that brings results. Moral man faces the challenge of continuous skill
building, learning and refinement. It is the working tools
properly understood and properly applied to daily life that
helps the Mason with the moral and spiritual transformation and development.

Ornaments and Jewels
The ornaments of the Lodge are the Mosaic Pavement, the
Indented Skirting and the Star in the centre. The Mosaic Pavement or the black and white pavement symbolizes
the opposites that we face in life; e.g., good and evil that
we experience or the contrast of any opposites that may
occur in life. The border or indented skirting around the
pavement symbolizes fellowship or the binding together
of man with God and urges a steady dependence on Divine Providence which has its symbol in the blazing Star
in the centre. It is the task of the Mason is to internalize
the meaning of these symbols and their value to everyday
life. They are directional arrows for our conduct.

The immoveable Jewels are the T.B., the R.A. and the P.A.
The R.A. represents a crude stone as it is taken from the
quarry for the E.A. to work on. It symbolizes an unlearned
or uneducated man who is unaware of his potential in the
fraternity. It is the foundation stone on which the E.A. will
shape his future character. The P.A. is the symbol of an educated man who has been taught and who has internalized
the principles of Masonry. In that sense, it represents the
state of perfection attained by learning and by application.
The T.A. is for the W.M. to lay lines and draw designs on. It
has a deep symbolic meaning for the Mason. It represents
the Spiritual Board on which a Mason should lay out his
plans to build his life and character as part of the Temple
built without hands.
Why are they called the immoveable Jewels? They are
called immoveable because they lie open in Lodge for the
brethren to moralize on.
Note: It must be noted that reference to the moveable and
immoveable Jewels are not the same in all Grand Jurisdictions.

The Supporting Pillars
The Lecture in the E.A. degree makes many significant
statements related to symbolism. It points out that it is
the most moral of human institutions as every character,
figure and emblem and serves to inculcate the practice of
virtue in its genuine followers. I indicated in my introduction to this series of articles that Freemasonry teaches
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justice, freedom, mercy, law, order, responsibility, respect
for others and many more absolute truths through the use
and application of symbols. The lecture by the J.W. helps
the candidate and every member present in the Lodge to
embark on deeper journey so that the teaching becomes a
song of the heart.
The three great pillars that support a Lodge are W, S and
B. The universe being the Temple of the Deity whom we
serve, and W, S and B are around His throne and are seen
as pillars of his works. It points out to all Masons that His
W. is infinite, His S. is omnipotent, and His B shines forth
through all creation. There is a strong symbolic meaning
in the three words for each Mason. We need W. to conduct
us in all our undertakings. The meaning of the word includes the idea of constructing or building skillfully.
As Masons in daily life we draw our S. from God to support us in our journey. B. has nothing to do with a lovely
physique or being dressed to the nines. It does however
relate to the inner character that can be developed by adhering to Masonic values. The values that adorn the inward man include brotherly love, benevolence, kindness
and compassion. Symbolically the philosophy and teaching that is related to the three pillars show us as Mason
how to live as human beings and to seek the sacred in our
ordinary daily living.

The Cardinal Virtues

a story. David C. Bradley in his Book Penetrating the Veil
emphasized this point. He stated that “The ritual contains
the story and the brethren tell it.” He in fact is clearly stating that it is the duty of every Mason to serve as one of
the lesser lights for it is by the illumination of the lesser
lights that members can more clearly see the great lights
of Masonry.

Conclusion
The meaning of symbolism in Masonry teaches principles that have been fundamental to most societies from
the dawn of time. Symbolism helps the Mason nourish life
and find the sacred in the ordinary. The knowledge liberated from the symbol give us a deeper understanding
of how Freemasonry operates and what it means. Understanding symbolism is not the end of the journey but rather the beginning. Symbolism makes the ritual a learning
experience in the moral and intellectual areas of life.
The understanding, the feeling and the flow of words associated with symbols give meaning to the ritual. The ritual
then is a path to greater understanding, and the absence of
such understanding means that Masons are merely going
through the motions. Knowledge of symbols associated
with Masonry will unlock the inherent power of the mind
to form a gracious comprehension of the moral, ethical,
intellectual and spiritual absolutes that have guided mankind for centuries.

The J.W. instructs the candidate and the brethren about
the four cardinal virtues. The represented by four tassels,
one in each corner of the Lodge room. In our grand jurisdiction the ritual does not assign these virtues to any particular tassel. They do, however, substantiate the fact that
these virtues have been important from ancient of times.
Plato referred to these virtues in his book The Republic.

It must be impressed upon every candidate and
upon every Mason that we are an important
symbol of Masonry. We are seen as standing for
something by every person whom we meet.

The Four cardinal virtues, temperance, fortitude, prudence and justice can be thought of as follows. Temperance- mastery of one’s passions; Fortitude – usually infers
strength but it also suggests courage in the face adversity;
Prudence – often means cautious and wise. By extension
it can also demonstrate discernment to judge with understanding; Justice – indicates impartiality and fair judgment in every case by just and upright conduct.
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While closing out the discussion on symbolism in the first
E.A. Degree it is important for every Mason to understand
that he is a symbol in the sense that his conduct must tell
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