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It was just over a year ago that the first issue of the new on-line
version of the magazine was released. It’s amazing how quickly
the year has gone by and what a learning experience this maga- Editor:
zine has been.
W. Bro. Darian Bacon
Editing the magazine can be a time consuming experience but it is
always and enjoyable one. I have learned so much about Masonry
while working on the magazine with the rest of the committee.

Design Layout Graphic and IT
W. Bro. Dan Dignard
W. Bro. Darian Bacon
V. W. Bro. Stewart Hanna

For the magazine to continue to serve the Masons of Ontario we
need you, the reader, to continue to send us your articles on your
Installations, Presentations, Anniversaries, and Special Events.
These articles are the bread and butter of the magazine and enable us to showcase you, your lodge, the many charitable things
that you do, the social events that you host, and those Masonic
principles we all profess to adhear to.

Staff Writer
R.W. Bro. Garnet Schenk
W. Bro. Jim Chisholm

So as we move into 2015 make a resolution to share your events
with all of the Masons of Ontario by sending them to the Ontario
Mason Magazine.

Staff Writer/Archivist:
V.W. Bro. Dan Glenney
Regional Communications Coordinators
North Region: W. Bro. Jim Chisholm
East Region: V. W. Bro. Stewart Hanna
South Region and Golden Horseshoe:
W. Bro. Dan Dignard
Concordant and Youth Bodies:
W. Bro. Darian Bacon

Lastly I want to wish you all a Happy Holiday and a Happy New
Submissions:
Year.
Please be responsible when visiting with friends and family and
plan ahead. Also please ensure that you drive carefully and watch
out for bad weather.
Sincerely and Fraternally,
W. Bro. Dan Dignard
Team Lead/Editor
Ontario Mason Magazine
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The Yule log has been said to have its origins in the historical Germanic paganism which was practiced across Northern Europe prior to Christianization. One of the first people to suggest this was the English historian Henry
Bourne, who, writing in the 1720s, described the practice occurring in the
Tyne valley. Bourne theorised that the practice derives from customs in 6th to
7th century Anglo-Saxon paganism. 					
Special Thanks to Wikipedia
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Disclaimer:
The Ontario Mason Magazine advises that, while the greatest care has been taken in compiling the contents of
The Ontario Mason (this “Publication”), the editor, designer, and publisher cannot accept any responsibility for
any errors or omission.
“Ensuring the Timeless Vitality
of Freemasonry in Ontario”
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A Holiday message from our
Grand Master
As Masons, this time of year provides us an opportunity to
reflect on what has been achieved both personally and for
Freemasonry in Ontario. 2014 has been a great year for our
Fraternity. I feel very proud of what has been achieved and
I am very appreciative of all the hard work put in by our
Grand Lodge Officers.
There is no doubt that our membership is one of our greatest strengths. We talk a lot about how we can make a difference and we are all truly privileged to belong to a Fraternity
where we can make a difference in the lives of others every
day. It is really important that we continually recognize and
appreciate that it is indeed, WE as a collective, who make
the greatest difference, and not any one individual.
This year we successfully initiated a new technology that is
providing our membership with improved communications
at all levels. Like it or not, technology is here to stay and
it is continuing to play a bigger part in our lives. You can’t
ignore it. You must embrace it, especially if it enhances the membership satisfaction. If we don’t,
this generation of men will not be part of Freemasonry. I ask all our membership, especially our
Worshipful Masters and Past Masters to utilize the technological skills our new members bring to
Freemasonry. An active lodge is a healthy lodge, whether you’re building it up with new members
or engaging current members. Being a “Digital Mason” is an exciting time and we look forward to
what 2015 has in store for us.
As the day grows closer we find ourselves thinking of Christmases past, from our childhood through
adulthood. Let us remember the joy of spending time with our family, the feeling of peace that the
season brings with it and the excitement of knowing that each year will be full of new memories
that we will cherish for years to come. I also hope that the holidays will bring you a sense of peace
within, as well as a feeling of goodwill toward all, and that you will show great mercy and compassion for others who may be less fortunate.
Brethren, remember family and work obligations come first, but work hard for your Lodge. Live life
wide and stay in balance. Cherish the things that are most important to you. I look forward to 2015
in anticipation of continued success in helping our membership achieve their goals and welcoming
new members into Freemasonry to help us make a difference.
This holiday season is a time of celebration, joy, as well as togetherness and I certainly hope that
these sentiments can be enjoyed by all families over this period. I hope the New Year brings renewed hope, health, energy and success.
M.W. Bro. Donald A. Campbell
Grand Master
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To the Masonic
Family of
Ontario

I also ask, that as we enter a New Year, that you
have a positive outlook on the future. Yes, many
of us have a number of challenges before us and
maintaining a positive outlook can be difficult
when addressing these situations. If you take a
more positive approach to your thinking and
look to your spiritual leadership for guidance
and comfort, more often than not the challenges
become easier to overcome.

Well my friends, the end of another year is closing in on us quickly and I want to take this opportunity to wish everyone a Safe and Happy As we progress through this life together it is important to remind ourselves it is not what you
Holiday Season.
take when you leave this world, but rather it is
At this time of year we always seem to be what you leave behind.
pressed for time because there is so much to do
when planning our activities with Families and
Friends. However, within all of that holiday season planning, the Family of Freemasonry has a
variety of respective spiritual pursuits that lead
us to one common thought; that is to be kind
and generous to those closest to you, be happy
and communicate that happiness to others. But
remember, we cannot achieve that happiness
with others unless we are happy ourselves.

On behalf of the Board of General Purposes, the
Management Committee and our Families, we
wish everyone a Happy, Healthy Holiday Season
and the very best in 2015.
R.W. Bro. John C. Green
Deputy Grand Master

RAINBOW GIRLS

“Rainbow Gets Girls Ready for Life”
Rainbow was created in 1922 for young women.
The International Order of the Rainbow for
Girls is a fun and dynamic organization that
embraces women between the ages of 11-21,
regardless of race or religious background.
Rainbow motivates girls to achieve their life
goals, build their self confidence and encourages them to ‘make a difference’ in their home
and community. Being a Rainbow Girl can open
many doors. She will attend monthly meetings
that are run by girls, attend fun events, enjoy
many opportunities to travel and make friends
from around the world. Membership in Rain“Ensuring the Timeless Vitality

bow develops confidence and strong leadership
skills that will continue to guide her in her
future.
Rainbow encourages girls to practice many
lessons in her everyday life. These lessons include, but are not limited to, self-respect, loving
others, respect for religion and culture, caring
for the environment, keeping her word, and
striving to be an active citizen who can make a
difference in the community, city and country.
Contact:
www.gorainbow.org
http://www.canadaiorg.org

of Freemasonry in Ontario”
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The factual accuracy of the article is the contributor’s responsibility. The opinions expressed by
the author do not necessarily reflect those of The Grand Lodge of A. F. & A. M. of Canada in
the Province of Ontario, or the Ontario Mason Magazine Committee.
PHOTOS: Need to be sent as jpeg attachments with a minimum of 300 dpi resolution, with a
file name that clearly outlines the intent of the photo’s contents. Pictures embedded into other
text documents will likely not be used
CAPTIONS: All photos must have suggested captions of 50 words or less including correct
names and Masonic ranks of everyone in the photo, as well as a suggested title that includes
the name of the Lodge and District represented.
NEWS & FEATURES:
All articles must include:
• Author’s name, Masonic rank & contact: Electronically, by phone and regular mail.
• A brief (25 to 50 word) biography of the author or how he is involved with the contents of
the article.
• The article itself should be between 400 and 900 words, longer articles will also be accepted but may be edited for length.
• Suggested “pull quotes” from the article carefully chosen as eye catchers for the casual
reader who will then be enticed into reading the article.
• A minimum of four or five photos or illustrations that the editors and designer can choose
to enhance the feature article in the magazine.
• Submissions as pdf files are not easily edited, and will not be accepted.
All submissions become the property of the Ontario Mason Magazine.
All submissions are subject to editing for content and length, and may be used in any
manner the committee sees fit.

Articles may be submitted to : OMM@grandlodge.on.ca
Deadline for Submissions February 7, 2015.
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Freemasons Helping Children
The Barrie Learning Centre For Children

David J. Boyd

benefit of all Canadians, regardless of race or
creed. Over the years millions of dollars have
been disbursed to assist dedicated researchers in
a search for the causes and cure of intellectual impairment. (www.srcf.ca) The motto of the
Foundation is “Helping Solve the Puzzles of the
Mind” and certainly many researchers in fields
such as Alzheimer’s and dementia have been able
to begin and continue research because of the
assistance of the Scottish Rite Charitable Foundation of Canada.
In Barrie, Ontario, there is an active after-school
program for children who have difficulty reading and writing. As part of a nationwide group
of Learning Centres, the volunteers and Masons
of the area provide free, specialized instruction
that literally changes the lives of the children enrolled.

Learning Centres

In September 2003, the Foundation opened The
Scottish Rite Charitable Foundation Learning
Centre for Children in London, Ontario to provide free one-on-one tutoring for children with
dyslexia. This was a natural extension of the
work of the Foundation by “Helping Solve the
Puzzles of the Mind”. As well, many Scottish Rite
Background
jurisdictions in the United States operate “Rite
The Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of Free- Centres” for children with dyslexia. A dedicatmasonry of Canada provides an opportunity for ed group of Scottish Rite Freemasons from LonMaster Masons in good standing from any Cana- don proposed a series of Centres across Canada
dian Craft Lodge to learn more about universal and developed the procedures for opening the
Masonic truths and acquire a deeper knowledge London Centre. The Foundation authorized the
and understanding of Masonic symbols and dog- opening as a Pilot Project to assess the financial
ma. The government of the Scottish Rite resides and educational feasibility of the program before
in the Supreme Council 33° which selects and extending it to other Centres.
elects its own membership. (www.scottishriteBuilding on the success of the London Learning
canada.ca)
Centre, the Foundation provided support and
The Supreme Council resolved in 1964 to pro- guidance to other Learning Centres across the
vide greater opportunity to practice that virtue country. There are now eight Centres: Halifax,
that every Mason professes to admire – namely Nova Scotia; Moncton, New Brunswick; Barrie,
charity by establishing the Scottish Rite Char- Ontario; London, Ontario; Windsor, Ontario;
itable Foundation of Canada. The Foundation Calgary, Alberta; Edmonton, Alberta; Vancouis a private charitable Foundation registered ver, British Columbia.
with Revenue Canada under Letters Patent of
Incorporation (1964), funded by donations and Dyslexia
bequests from members and friends of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemason- Dyslexia is a specific learning difficulty that
ry of Canada. The Foundation labours for the is neurological in origin. In Ontario it is cur“Ensuring the Timeless Vitality
of Freemasonry in Ontario”
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rently recognized by the Ministry of Education
as a Learning Disability with a Communication
Exception and does not usually have the name
dyslexia. It is often characterized by difficulties
with accurate word recognition, decoding and
spelling and occurs in children with normal vision and normal or above average intelligence.
Children with dyslexia need more help than
most in sorting, recognizing, and organizing the
raw materials of language for thinking and use.

The Barrie Learning Centre
From its inception, The Barrie Learning Centre
has been developed with the service to children
in mind. Starting with one child, the Centre began in a newly renovated second floor area of
the Barrie Masonic Temple with eight individual
classrooms and the goal of helping more children as resources and personnel grew to meet
the ever present need.

As the Grand Lodge in Ontario has Districts,
the Scottish Rite is organized into “Valleys”. The
Scottish Rite Valley of Barrie encompasses a large
At the Learning Centres, children with dyslexia and diverse geographical area and The Learning
are taught to read and write. Scottish Rite Chari- Centre was developed with the innovative plan
table Foundation Learning Centres tutor children of expanding operations into each corner of the
individually using the proven Orton-Gillingham valley as time and circumstances would permit.
Approach that is focused on the learning needs
of the individual child. With one tutor working directly with one child, the approach works
on a systematic, sequential curriculum that is
multisensory to provide an opportunity to build
experience and success. With success comes increased self-confidence and motivation.

Orton-Gillingham Approach

What is unique about the program of the Learning Centres is that tutors are trained without
charge and, in turn, all tutoring is FREE to the
children enrolled. Funds are raised by the individual Learning Centres and applied directly to
the program for children, the operation of the
Centres, or to the Capital Fund for the growth
and stability of the Centres. Also, across Canada, funds are raised through donations to the
Scottish Rite Charitable Foundation, which uses
some of its investment income to support the
Learning Centres. All donations to the Foundation or to individual Centres are issued tax-benefit receipts.

Using the expertise and talents of nationally recognized Orton-Gillingham Tutor Trainer, Evelyn
Reiss, the tutors at The Barrie Learning Centre
grew in numbers and in confidence and abilities. Local Certified Tutors from the Centre now
help oversee newer tutors and more children
are helped every year through their tireless efforts. As the operations at The Barrie Learning
Centre grew and settled into a consistent educational program, with new tutors annually and
the work of numerous other volunteers, Centre
Children participate in one-hour tutor sessions, Director (R. W. Bro.) Ross Martin and the Board
twice a week, after regular school hours. The of Directors began to examine the second aspect
twice per week lessons are delivered over forty to of the growth plan outlined in the development
forty-four weeks per year and most children will of the Centre, expansion into the larger Valley
need to participate in the instruction for three of Barrie.
years before mastering the intricacies of written
language and speech and graduating from the Considerations for growth had to include an acceptable location for tutoring children, a large
program.
contingent of volunteers including reception,
Page 8
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monitoring and tutors as well as the ongoing
support of the operation from the Centre Director, Certified Tutors, our Tutor Trainer and local
Masons and the community. These preparations
and the planning leading up to expansion had
been ongoing for the past seven years and the
Board always included members living throughout the Valley.

September 2014 the Board of the Scottish Rite
Charitable Foundation gave approval to The
Barrie Learning Centre to open a remote classroom in Bracebridge as a three-year pilot project pending a site inspection from the Executive
Director. Matthew Todd visited Barrie and the
site in Bracebridge in late September and fully
endorsed the site and the plan.

Throughout the preceding years, the Board of
Directors received numerous expressions of interest for a ‘satellite’ or ‘remote class room’. The
process for expansion was deliberately slow, and
some would even say painstaking. This was determined to be prudent so that all aspects of an
expanded level of service would be taken into
account. It was imperative for the Board and for
the Centre Director that any expansion would
be successful, for the ongoing stability of The
Barrie Learning Centre, the continued success
of the Scottish Rite Charitable Foundation, but
most importantly for the growth and confidence
of the children. Children with dyslexia deal
with numerous pressures in a world dominated
by the printed word. With difficulties in processing language, they can develop an unrealistic
opinion of themselves and it is imperative that
we provide them with the supports to realize
just how talented and intelligent that they truly are. Success of any Learning Centre is only
judged on the growth, development, and success
of the children.

This growth of service will begin to provide our
proven program for children who cannot travel the distances twice a week to the Barrie location. This expansion in another area of the
Valley of Barrie will still be operating under
The Barrie Learning Centre. It may also provide insight into any future expansion within
the Barrie Valley and for other Learning Centres across the country. The Pilot Project will
ensure monitoring by the Board of Directors of
The Barrie Learning Centre with active support
for the Centre Director. The Executive Director of Learning Centres and the Board of the
Charitable Foundation will also carefully examine the logistics, operation and feasibility of this
project. Other Learning Centres have already
shown interest in the planning and implementation of this controlled expansion and will need
to see specifics of how we can ensure the success
of the children that we support.

Board members spent numerous hours working
with the Centre Director and local community members in Bracebridge and the surrounding Muskoka area to find a location as well as
a long list of volunteers and willing, capable tutors. Throughout the year, all aspects of an operation 75 minutes north of the existing Learning
Centre were examined, planned and thoroughly
rethought.

For More Information…
The Scottish Rite Charitable Foundation is celebrating its 50th Anniversary and is coordinating a campaign to increase the Capital Funds
of Learning Centres and the Foundation by
$1,000,000.00 to continue the work of “Helping Solve the Puzzles of the Mind”. Information
may be found at www.srcf.ca or by contacting a
Learning Centre near you.

The continued support of Learning Centres and
the Scottish Rite Charitable Foundation allows
A National Pilot Project
children with dyslexia to grow and flourish
with their newly developed language skills. The
As the specifics of the plan began to be finalized, smiles of the graduates and their families would
the Board made a written presentation to the Ex- be enough to continue the work being done in
ecutive Director of Learning Centres for Cana- all eight Learning Centres but to hear these childa, Matthew Todd and to the Board of Directors dren explain their own development and how
of the Scottish Rite Charitable Foundation. In they have stronger confidence at school, im“Ensuring the Timeless Vitality

of Freemasonry in Ontario”
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proved marks, a love of reading and a truly new
outlook on their own possibilities confirms our
commitment and resolve. There are many noble
endeavours that Masons are leading in our communities but surely helping children to read is
among the highest callings.
David J. Boyd, Chairman of the Barrie Learning
Centre Board of Directors

and we arrived back in Metcalfe in time for a
well-deserved lunch. The ride is well organized,
providing hotel like accommodation, all you can
eat supper and breakfast (and cyclists can really eat after 100kms of cycling), well stocked rest
stops along the route and a BBQ lunch on the
way to Cornwall which fueled us for the final
push towards our destination.

Every year, The Multiple Sclerosis Society of
Canada organizes rides in each province. Ottawa had close to 700 riders participating on 76
teams. The Tour offers cyclists of all ages and
As an avid cyclist and Mason I hoped to organize abilities both a one and a two day option, with
a team of likeminded brethren to participate as routes ranging between 80 and 125km on Sata Masonic Team in the MS Bike Ride in Ontario, urday and between 65 and 90km on Sunday. All
specifically riding from Ottawa to Cornwall and (and rest stops every 15-20 km) are included.
back over a weekend in August.
For more information on the event go to http://
mssociety.ca/Ontario/default.htm
This hope became a reality after discussing it
within Edinburgh Lodge No. 736 G.R.C. (Otta- For more information or answers to questions rewa), and seven brothers agreed to be part of the garding “Masons In Motion” or to join the team
team. The team grew to ten after an invitation please contact Bro. Alex M Lewis via Edinburgh
letter was sent to the district 1 & 2 lodges with Lodge No. 736 G.R.C. (Ottawa) or Alex_lewis@
seven brothers physically riding the event. We sympatico.ca.
designed a team jersey which promotes Masonry but is not specifically
tied to a lodge or district as we hoped
the team will expand in the following
years as we continue to support this
or other events. This jersey can still
be purchased should anyone wish.

Masons In Motion

This year’s Masons In Motion team
consisted of a past Grand Lodge Officer through to an applicant for initiation with ages to match. Our team
of seven riders raised $4,888.00. We
started our ride Saturday morning
at 8am from Metcalfe, Ontario and
headed out for Cornwall under sunny skies and
fair winds. With the usual fraternal companionship the kilometers slipped by under our wheels
with ease and a pace comfortable for all. This not
being a race we finished the first leg feeling exhilarated and proud of our accomplishment for
the first days ride.

The Team from left: W. Bro. Shane Livingstone,
W. Bro. Bart Seaton, W. Bro. Alexander Lewis,
Mr. Chad Scarborough, R.W. Bro. James Cale, W.
Bro. David VanVlaanderen and Bro. James Leslie.
Also part of the team but unpictured are Bro.
Nicholas Lewis, W. Bro. David Gibson, Bro. Paul
Our return trip was a little slower as tired legs Richter and W. Bro. Rob Urigh.
tend to be but our companionship never faltered
Page 10
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A Job Well Done!
Algonquin College Foundation
(http://www.algonquincollege.com/foundation/news/masonic-foundation-ontario/ )

gram. President Cheryl Jensen, Vice President
Laura Stanbra, and Students’ Association President Christina Miller were on hand to accept
A big thank you to the Masonic Foundation of the generous donation. Thank you again to the
Ontario for its $25,000 endowment fund dona- Masonic Foundation of Ontario for their philantion. These funds will help students who have thropic leadership, which will make a difference
encountered an unexpected financial emergency in the lives of our students today and for generduring the final term of a two- or three-year pro- ations to come.

From left to right: Laura Stanbra, Vice President, Student Services; Christina Miller, President, Algonquin College
Students’ Association; R.W. Bro. Allen Wright, District Deputy Grand Master – Ottawa District 1; Cheryl Jensen,
President, Algonquin College; R.W. Bro. Ron Campbell, Past President and Local Representative, Masonic Foundation of Ontario; W. Bro. Ed Ben, District Chair - Ottawa District 2 - Masonic Foundation of Ontario; W. Bro. Rob
Uhrig, District Chair - Ottawa District 1 - Masonic Foundation of Ontario; R.W. Bro. Jeffrey Barrie, District Deputy
Grand Master – Ottawa District 2; and Brenda Rothwell, Executive Director, Algonquin College Foundation.

Free Subscriptions to

ONTARIO M

SON

Magazine

You can have the Ontario Mason delivered direct to your inbox as soon as it is
published!
Click on this ad and send us your contact information we will send you a copy
of our magazine
“Ensuring the Timeless Vitality

of Freemasonry in Ontario”
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A Masonic Minute
On minding our own business
by M.W. Bro. Raymond S. J. Daniels P.G.M.
Before embarking on a consideration of this topic, it might be appropriate to define ‘the business
of Freemasonry. First and foremost, Freemasonry is an initiatic Order in the business of the development, enhancement, and transformation of
the individual Mason through a lifelong process
of self-discipline, self-discovery and self-improvement.

unwittingly, gradually moved from being a gentleman’s philosophical society, the inheritor and
current custodian of an ancient mystical tradition, to a service oriented club, where the main
focus is on fundraising projects in the community. Some have gone further to describe the lodge
meeting as “a beer and pizza party without the
beer.”
No one would denigrate or diminish the validity
Know Thyself.
of the projects undertaken in the Cause of Good.
Know then thyself, presume not God to Benevolence and Charity are essential components of Masonic practice. In this Grand Jurisscan;
diction the work of the Masonic Foundation of
The proper study of mankind is man.
Ontario, the Committee on Blood Donors, and
Alexander Pope (1688-1744) Essay on Man the MasoniC.H.I.P. Foundation, together with
District projects come to mind. But they are
Just as our ancient operative Brethren used their by-products of the true object of Freemasonry:
skill and ability to build lasting monuments in “the cultivation and improvement of the human
stone, we as Free and Accepted, or Speculative mind.”
Masons strive to build character. Just as stone is
refined, shaped and polished to reveal the inner “Without meaning to, without even noticing it,
beauty, so we regard “the internal and not ex- we spent half a century throwing away almost
ternal qualification of a man.” We are reminded everything it really means to be a Mason.” – Dr.
that the Winding Stair leads upward and inward Jim Tresner 1 Among the leaders of the Craft
to the Middle Chamber. To appreciate the mean- worldwide, Bro. Tresner is not alone in this
ing of Masonry, we must be able to answer two opinion.
basic questions, “Where does the Winding Stair
lead?” and “Where is the Middle Chamber?”
From the beginning, when the first Grand Lodges
During the last three hundred years it must be
freely admitted that there has been an inevitable cultural and social evolution in Freemasonry. Being comprised of men, although based
upon unchanging principles, it is a living entity
and therefore subject to ongoing change. Some
well-informed observers of the Craft have suggested some, perhaps many lodges have, perhaps
Page 12

emerged during the eighteenth-century Enlightenment, the Craft has been subject to attacks by
varied and sundry groups, in our own time by
the religious right and the political left. The traditional response to these external assaults has
been to ignore them, based as they are on misinformation or motivated by malice. It is impossible to have a reasoned discussion with unreasoning and unreasonable people. If we are to ‘mind
The Ontario Mason Magazine Fall 2014

our own business’ as this paper suggests, then
perhaps these groups should mind theirs.
Have we tried to accommodate these critics:
modifying our Ritual, dropping the term ‘Masonic Temple’ in favour of the bland ‘Masonic
Centre?’ Do we qualify, or in some instances,
erase completely the traditional penalties from
our Solemn Obligations because they are misunderstood by outsiders? If we are about minding our own business, we do not need to explain
ourselves, let alone apologize to anyone outside
the fraternity.

an attempt to top up both numbers and coffers,
some jurisdiction have abandoned the ancient
landmark and mounted advertising campaigns.
The end result of this and other ‘band-aid’ measures may be seen in the escalating numbers of
resignations and suspensions.
We are not missionaries trying to convert the
masses; we are not like proselytising religious
sects or aggressive political parties seeking
strength in numbers. Our sole concern is the
development of character within ourselves. We
ought to recognize the basic fact that Freemasonry is not for every man – not even for every
good man. Admission into Freemasonry is a
privilege that must be sincerely sought, honestly
earned, and worthily deserved.

As Freemasons we are charged to “preserve sacred and inviolable” the ancient landmarks of the
Order, and “never suffer an infringement of our
customs, or a deviation from established usage.” Let me be clear. We must always remain open,
We should never ‘water down’ Freemasonry in a honest, respectful and forthright in answering
vain attempt to be popular or trendy.
the inquiries directed to us by the man sincerely
seeking satisfaction in his quest for knowledge,
At his Installation the Worshipful Master is re- understanding, and truth. This premise is made
minded that, “It is not in the power of any man clear in the words of the Petition which he must
or body of men, to make innovation in the body sign, and should he be accepted for initiation,
of Masonry.” It is not for us, however well inten- to which he must further signify his assent: “a
tioned, to introduce social programs to remake desire for knowledge” – in particular, KnowlFreemasonry in our own image. Rather it is the edge of himself. In this the importance of role
business of Freemasonry to shape and refine the of the Committee of Inquiry cannot be overstatindividual to reflect the lofty ideals and pro- ed or over emphasized. The basic questions that
found precepts of Freemasonry – in other words, should be asked of every petitioner: “Are you
to remake the man in the image of Freemasonry. sincerely interested in working toward becoming
a better person?” “Do you have the time to deThis is an age of ‘freedom of information’ when vote to that effort?” Freemasonry requires that
anyone and everyone feels that they have a right commitment.
to know anything and everything. Investigative reporters in the media, purporting to serve All of which may be summed up in the words of
‘the public interest,’ mine the private and per- advice Polonius gave to his son Laertes:
sonal lives of public figures hoping to discover
skeletons in closets. Freemasonry has been de- “This above all: to thine own self be true,
monized by conspiracy theorists, and is deemed
And it must follow, as the night the day,
a ‘secret society’ in the mythology of popular urThou canst then not be false to any man.”
ban culture.
Shakespeare. Hamlet Act 1, Scene 3

Surely Masonry is more than a curiosity to be
explored by or explained to the public. There
is a fine line between openness, visibility and
awareness on one hand and improper disclosure
and solicitation on the other. Responding out
of desperation to declining membership, and in
“Ensuring the Timeless Vitality

These lines encapsulate and embody the essence
of Masonic philosophy. If we are to ‘mind our
own business’ it is a profound lesson that applies to the individual, the lodge, and the Craft
in general.
RSJD 2014
of Freemasonry in Ontario”
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An Unusual Installation Night.
We quite often see a father install his son
as Master of a Lodge, but on Thursday,
September 25, 2014, a unique reversal took
place when W. Bro. Jeffery Metzger acted
as the Installing Master for the Ceremony
of Installation and Investiture of his own
father, R.W. Bro. Gerald Metzger as W.M.
of Blair Lodge No. 314 G.R.C. (Palmerston). R.W. Bro Metzger returned to the
East 27 years after his first term as W.M. of
Blair Lodge and 23 years after serving as
DDGM of North Huron District.
Blair Lodge No. 314 Installation - (L - R)
R.W. Bro. Roy Douglas, District Deputy Grand Master, North Huron District; W. Bro. Jeffery
Metzger, Installing Master; R.W. Bro. Gerald Metzger, Worshipful Master of Blair Lodge No.
314; V.W. Bro. Donald Bateman, Grand Steward.

Since 1958 the Blood Donor Committee of the
Grand Lodge of A. F. & A. M. of Canada in Province of Ontario
has worked hard to ensure that all Masons know about the work of the of
Canadian Blood Services and are encouraged to give Blood!

M sonicBloodDonors...
It’s in us to give.
“The good news is that just one donation can save up to
three lives!”
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Masonic Education

Basic Training – Masonic Knowledge
M.W. Bro. Raymond S. J. Daniels P.G.M.
It is important to make a clear distinction between Basic Training and Masonic Knowledge
in the broad field of Masonic Education. Basic
Training consists of HOW we do things in Masonry – the mechanics, protocol and etiquette,
established usages and customs, and traditions
peculiar to the Craft. Masonic Knowledge consists of WHY we do things in Masonry – history, symbolism, and philosophy.
Both aspects are important, but we have tended
to emphasize the former often at the expense
of the latter. If we understand why we do the
things we do in the performance of the degrees – saluting, squaring the lodge, carrying
the wand, etc. – it naturally follows that we will
easily conform to the proper form and order.
To understand the more profound meaning of
Freemasonry as an initiatory order is the principal purpose of Masonic Education. In this
sense the Lodge is a learning centre and every
meeting provides learning opportunities for
those with ears to hear, eyes to see, and minds
to comprehend. It is the stated duty of the
Worshipful Master “to employ and instruct the
brethren in Masonry.” In this sense, Freemasonry is the largest and oldest institution devoted to adult education. Education and Freemasonry are synonymous terms.
At the beginning of our Masonic journey, we
are admonished “to make a daily advancement
in Masonic Knowledge.” It is in the genius of

Masonry that the Candidate is never ‘force fed’
but is encouraged to seek for himself the answers to those questions that are important to
him. Sadie Black gave this advice, “Be curious
always! For knowledge will not acquire you;
you must acquire it.”
The Most Worshipful Past Grand Master, M.W.
Bro. D. Garry Dowling, challenged us to be “Believers in Freemasonry” and to demonstrate our
belief in three ways:
1. Expand horizons by pushing the boundaries
of Masonic learning;
2. Re-energize experienced Masons by encouraging them to broaden their existing knowledge;
3. Engage new Masons by assisting them to tap
into their apparent limitless thirst for knowledge.
The Ashlars symbolize that life long journey of
discovery that is the essence of Freemasonry.
Truly is has been said that,

“The larger the island of knowledge, the
longer the shoreline of wonder.”

Ralph W. Sockman

EDUCATION – the process;
LEARNING- the method;
KNOWLEDGE -the product.

Did You Know...
The world’s tallest building in 1892 was the Masonic Lodge in Chicago!
		

1799 Barton Lodge of Upper Canada accepted Wheat instead of Dues!

				

‘Lux in Tenebris’ No. 3856 U.G.L.E. is a Lodge for blind Freemasons

“Ensuring the Timeless Vitality

of Freemasonry in Ontario”
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Prognosis:

Critical!!!

V. W. Bro. Stewart Hanna

looked at his situation, examined the evidence and ordered the right tests. This resulted in an early diagnosis
of Harry’s problem. This has granted Harry the most
precious gift of all... time!
His plan is to gather enough information on the disease to make his life as pleasant as possible, for both
of them. In doing so he has exercised his charity, by
attempting to educate the rest of the population to this
debilitating and often misdiagnosed affliction. To this
end he has dedicated his not so spare time.
Harry’s way has always been “it’s all or nothing!”
When he lays hold of an idea, he puts most everything aside and jumps in with both feet, which
seldom stop moving.

This is a story of how one brother reacted to the news
that he was afflicted by a disease that has no known
cure, that is a life-threatening rare lung disease.

Harry soon became associated with The Pulmonary
Hypertension Association of Canada (PHA Canada)
and has been involved in many press releases as well as
appearing on Ottawa television to promote awareness
of Pulmonary hypertension.

“The initial shock of my diagnosis in November 2012
shook my wife and I to the core. We met later in life and
have been married for 8 years. We knew that we could
never be married for 50 years, but often joked that we
would like at least a good 20-30 years together. Being
told that I have an incurable rare disease changed all
that.”

To aid Harry in his quest to pass on information, a
release prepared for the Ontario Mason Magazine by
Bronwyn McBride, a Communications Associate at
PHA Canada prepared the following release for the
Ontario Mason Magazine.

Bro. Harry Kingston of Ottawa has a zest for life that
is to say the least ineffable, his love for his wife Terri knows no limits and his charity shows no bounds:
NONE.
There were two ways that Harry could have reacted to
the horrific news, one was to accept the inevitable and
make his last preparations, the other was to lay hold on
Pulmonary hypertension:
a firm belief an impassioned resolve to fight the diagnosed illness with every fiber of his being. The second Early diagnosis of this serious disease is key to imoption is the way that Harry has chosen.
proving patients’ lives. Pulmonary hypertension, or
PH, is a serious, usually progressive and life-threatenHarry was fortunate enough to have a doctor who ing rare lung disease, that affects approximately 5,000
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Canadians. In PH, the arteries of the lungs become
narrowed and scarred, sometimes to the point of
being closed. Imagine trying to pump water through
a wide-open, clean pipe versus a clogged pipe. The
same happens in the lungs when the blood vessels are
narrowed. The right side of the heart is forced to work
harder to pump blood through the narrowed arteries
of the lungs for oxygen, so it weakens, which places people living with PH at risk of right-sided heart
failure.

Disease (COPD) or even anxiety. However, PH is a
rapidly progressive disease for which patients need immediate medical treatment. Many patients in Canada
still wait two or more years before receiving their PH
diagnosis and subsequent medical treatment, because
they’re usually misdiagnosed first. There is no known
cure for PH, but there are 9 Health Canada approved
drug therapies. Thanks to these treatments, many patients are living longer and fuller lives.
While approximately 5,000 Canadians have been diagnosed with PH, as many as 10,000 may be affected
by the condition. The earlier that someone with PH
accesses treatment, the better their chance for longer
survival and improved quality of life. If you, or someone you know, are experiencing unexplained shortness
of breath or any of the above-mentioned symptoms,
ask your physician to consider PH.

PH isn’t a disease that affects only the elderly or people For more information and how you too can get inwho smoke. It can affect anyone, regardless of age, sex, volved with The Pulmonary Hypertension Association
social or ethnic background. Because the early symp- of Canada visit www.phacanada.ca/boi
toms of PH can be subtle, they are often ignored. However, if left untreated, the average life expectancy of a
PH patient is less than three years.

What is the impact of
pulmonary hypertension?
The results of the recent survey conducted by PHA Canada tell us that PH is an isolating disease, and that patients like me feel very much alone on our journeys. My
way of coping was to learn all that I could about PH and
PAH, and to contribute to our community of patients
and caregivers. While I’m doing much better on treatment, this disease has changed my life and limited what
I’m able to achieve on a day to day basis. My hope is that
there is greater public knowledge and awareness of pulmonary hypertension, so that patients can be diagnosed
at an earlier stage and be able to live a more normal life.”

“It’s sort of like picking
up a heavy box and
carrying it upstairs
while your breathing
through a straw”

Harry Kingston- Interview

Why early diagnosis is critical
The most common symptoms of PH are shortness of
breath, chest pain, fatigue and exercise intolerance.
Because these symptoms also occur in more common
conditions, patients are often misdiagnosed with illnesses like asthma, Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary
“Ensuring the Timeless Vitality

With dispassionate courage, Harry is attacking this
problem. We wish Harry all the best in his journey
and hope that when it is finished he can retire into the
masses and enjoy the peaceful solitude of life with Terri for a very long time indeed. So mote it be!
of Freemasonry in Ontario”
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Grand Senior Warden and Degree team in Frontenac District

Story By V. W. Bro. Stewart Hanna
Photos by W. Bro. Wayne Anderson

Front row V.W. Bro. Bruce Wheeler, R.W. Bro. Terrance Van Horne,
Bro. Alex Ferreira. R.W. Bro. David Quinn (Master) R.W. Bro. Peter
Byer D.D.G.M. V.W. Bro. Victor Simpkins, R.W. Bro. Tom Hogeboom
Middle row W. Bro Kent Winterstein, V.W. Bro. Gary Bracken, V.W.
Bro. Gord Mylks, R.W. Bro. Cliff Farber
Back Row W. Bro. Peter Frazer, Bro, David Mosgrove,W. Bro. Ian Troyer, ,Bro. Chauncey Kennedy, V.W. Bro. Stewart Hanna,W. Bro. Gord
Brown, V.W. Bro. Bob Black, W. Bro. Jack Barker, W. Bro. Serge Landry

It is a short drive down the 401 highway from Toronto
to Kingston, it only takes a couple of hours. Not much
time involved when you think about the impact that
the presence of our esteemed Grand Lodge Officers
make when they visit our lodges. The Grand Senior
Warden, R.W. Bro. Terrance H. R. Van Horne visited
Queen’s Lodge No, 578 in Kingston, on October 8 the
reason for his visit was to participate in conferring the
Fellow Craft degree on a well prepared candidate. It is
an annual occurrence for The Grand Senior Warden
attends a lodge in Frontenac District to work with the
Senior Wardens of the district in conferring a second
degree on an available
candidate.
This year’s event was
headed up by W. Bro.
Wayne
Anderson,
President of the Frontenac Masonic Association. Wayne did an
R. W. Bro. Terrance Van Horne reexcellent job of orga- ceiving the Frontenac District lapel
nizing and preparing pin from R. W. Bro. Peter Byer
the Senior Wardens
for the Degree.

pen fashioned by W. Bro. Jake Hofstee a member of
Rideau Minden Lodge No.253 as a token of the districts appreciation and thanks for his involvement in
conferring the degree on Bro. Alex Ferreira, It was a
night that he will not soon forget.

Worshipful Master R.W. Bro. David Quinn (center)
welcomes R.W. Bro. Terrance Van Horne (Left)and R.
W. Bro. Peter Byer (Right)To Queen’s Lodge

Prior to the meeting Queen’s Lodge hosted a banquet,
a meal that for those who missed it, missed the culinary talents of V.W. Bro. Bruce Wheeler. V.W. Bro.
Wheeler prepared a mouth watering menu of smoked
roast beef , baked potatoes, mixed veggies, gravy and
desert. I only mention the menu because it was superb!
The District Deputy Grand Master was in attendance
that evening and presented R.W. Bro. Terrance H. R.
Van Horne a Frontenac district pin. W. Bro. Anderson
asked for and received freedom of the lodge and R.W.
Bro. Van Horne was also presented with a hand made
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The Past and current Grand Lodge officers in attendance
were from left to right, R.W. Bro. Tom Hogeboom, V.W. Bro.
Bruce Wheeler, R.W. Bro. Terrance Van Horne, V.W. Bro.
Gary Bracken, V.W. Bro. Stewart Hanna, R.W. Bro. David
Quinn, R.W. Bro. Peter Byer, V. W. Bro. Gord Mylks and the
candidate Bro. Alex Ferreira
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JOB’S DAUGHTERS INTERNATIONAL

“Virtue is a Quality which highly
Adorns Woman”
Founded in Omaha, Nebraska in 1920, Job’s
Daughters International is an Order whose
purpose is to band together young girls withMasonic Relationship from ages 10-20 for
character building through moral and spiritual
development by teaching:
♦ A greater reverence for God.
♦ Loyalty to the Flag and the Country for which
it stands.
♦ Respect for parents and guardians.

THE

There are currently Bethels in Canada, the
United States, Australia, Brazil & the Philippines.
The organization encourages its members to
be a significant influence for good, and it is
not only involved with charitable work, but
also promotes education through scholarships,
and social development through competitive
events and parties.

Contact:
www.jobsdaughtersinternational.org
guelphjobies@gmail.com

ONTARIO M

SON

MAGAZINE

We are celebrating our first full year as an
On-line publication.
Thanks to everyone for your articles, support
and suggestions!!!
“Ensuring the Timeless Vitality

of Freemasonry in Ontario”
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Previous Guest Speakers:

Dr. Renee Laferty, 2014

Dr. Joy Porter, 2013

R.W. Bro. Charles A. Sankey

If you want to help and make a
donation, please contact:

Dr. Steven Bullock, 2012

MASONIC FOUNDATION OF ONTARIO
361 King St. West
Hamilton, ON L8P 1B4
Phone: (905) 527-9105
Fax: (905) 527-8859
www.masonicfoundation.on.ca
Reference Project No. 2937
GRAND LODGE OF A.F. & A.M. OF CANADA
IN THE PROVINCE OF ONTARIO
363 King St. West
Hamilton, ON Canada L8P 1B4
Phone: (905) 528-8644
Fax: (905) 528-6979
www.grandlodge.on.ca

Dr. Harland-Jacobs, 2011

Grand Lodge of Canada A. F. & A. M.
in the Province of Ontario

Brock University

Designed by: Mindpress Inc.

Dr. Andreas Önnerfors, 2010
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The Charles A. Sankey Lecture Series Presents

Dr. Susan M. Sommers
The Masonic Empire of Thomas Dunckerley:
England to Quebec and the Broad Oceans In-between
Sunday, March 22, 2015 at 3 p.m.

Brought to you by the
Grand Lodge Brock University Partnership Committee & Brock University

David S. Howes Theatre
Brock University
Dr. Susan M. Sommers is Professor of History, Saint Vincent College
in Latrobe, Pennsylvania. Dr. Sommers is the author of Parliamentary
Politics of a County and its Town: General Elections in Suffolk and
Ipswich in the Eighteenth Century (Greenwood Press, 2002) and
Thomas Dunckerley and English Freemasonry (Pickering & Chatto,
2012). Her current book projects include: Dr. Ebenezer Sibly and his
Circle: A Family’s Life in Books in Georgian London, and The Radical
Brotherhood: The Society of the Gentlemen Supporters of the Bill of
Rights. Both of these projects involve placing Freemasonry and Freemasons into a larger
contemporary context.
This annual lecture series is named in honour of R.W. Bro. Charles A. Sankey (1905-2009)
and is part of the partnership between the Grand Lodge of Canada in the Province of Ontario
and Brock University. Dr. Sankey served as Chancellor of Brock University from 1969 to 1974.
A renowned Masonic scholar, he was active in all the concordant bodies of Masonry including
the Ancient & Accepted Scottish Rite, the Royal Order of Scotland, and Royal Arch Masons.
His extensive collection of rare Masonic books and papers is in the Special Collections of the
James Gibson Library at Brock, providing a rich resource for research scholars and students.
Tickets are required, but to enable university students to be exposed to this exemplary speaker
and program, they will be free. We are again asking Masons who are able to do so, to make
a tax-deductible donation to the Masonic Foundation of Ontario, Brock University Partnership
Project Number 2937, in lieu of the price of a ticket. General contributions to the overall project
can be made through the same project number.
Tickets will be available in early 2015. There will be a limit of 5 tickets per request.
All contributions should be made through the Masonic Foundation of Ontario, Project Number
2937. The Foundation can be contacted at 361 King St. West. Hamilton, ON. L8P 1B4.
(905) 527-9105 or FAX:(905)527-8859
E-Mail: melvyn.duke@sympatico.ca				

masonicfoundation.on.ca

More information about the Sankey Lecture Series can be found at sankeylectures.ca
Ensuring the Timeless Vitality of Freemasonry in Ontario
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THE RIFLE & THE
APRON.

Presented at The Beaches Lodge No. 473
January 03, 2013
By Brother Lieutenant Joseph F. Curry
I would like to explore some of the history of Military Lodges in Canada in what I have titled:
The Rifle & the Apron.
Section 21 of the Lodge Resource Manual, published by our Grand Lodge, states the following:
“Military lodges were active in the spread of Freemasonry throughout both the United States and
Canada. A number of military lodges were warranted by the Grand Lodges of Ireland, Scotland and
England, the first being warranted by the Grand Lodge of Ireland in 1732. Military lodges, however,
were strictly cautioned not to interfere with the Masonic jurisdiction of any country in which they
were stationed. Military lodges contributed to the remarkable extension of the Order in the overseas
possessions to which the soldiers were sent. Without them, Freemasonry would probably have developed at a much slower pace or not survived at all. "Travelling Warrants" are almost synonymous
with the organization of military lodes, and were so called because the lodges which acted under
them were permitted to travel from place to place with the regiments to which they were issued.
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Such warranted lodges were primarily responsible for spreading Freemasonry in North Ameri- These early military lodges were formed by issuca.” (1)
ing a Warrant to the Commanding Officer of a
Regiment, and membership was initially
Given this historical context from Grand Lodge,
and my own participation in a modern military
lodge, I thought the brethren here assembled
may benefit from a further explanation of the
military lodges that have helped shape masonry
in Canada.

restricted to officers of the regiment. Jurisdiction was a matter of concern, and so a military
lodge would only initiate local residents in a
town if there was not already a regular lodge established.(4)

The first recorded Warrant for a military lodge
was issued to the First British Foot Regiment by
the Grand Lodge of Ireland in 1732(3) just 15
years after the establishment of the first Grand
Lodge in England in 1717. This was the first
Warrant for a “moveable
Lodge”, or one that was not restricted to one location.

A military lodge was also evidently operating at
the Fortress of Louisbourg, perhaps as early as
1746. In 1758, a British officer of the 43rd Foot
stationed at Louisbourg recorded the following
in his diary: “When the calendar does not furnish us with a loyal excuse for assembling in
the evening, we have recourse to a Freemasons
Lodge, where we work so hard that it is incon-

The lodge furniture, ornaments, jewels etc. were
The United Grand Lodge of England’s Board of limited to what could fit into one chest in order
General Purposes made this statement when the to be transportable as the Regiment deployed to
two remaining military lodges of that jurisdic- various campaigns.
tion exchanged their warrants in the 1960s: “the
spread of the Craft overseas was largely due to In the United States of America, the first Lodge
the enthusiasm and pertinacity of the members of this kind of which we have any record was
of the Military Lodges who carried with them one to which the Warrant was granted by the
the seeds of Freemasonry to many distant gar- Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, in 1738, to one
rison towns and cantonments, where stationary Abraham Savage, to be used in the “expedition
Lodges were subsequently established and still against Canada”.(5)
flourish.”(2)
A lodge may have met at Annapolis Royal, Nova
What fitting words to describe the outstand- Scotia in the years 1721-23(6) however the first
ing the work of these outstanding brothers record of a lodge being established in what is
who have blazed a trail for us - with a rifle and now Canada was in the year 1738. Major Erasan apron. Masonry was indeed spread across mus James Philipps had been initiated in Masthe surface of the earth by military lodges, and sachusetts and later established Annopolis Royal
a number of books and numerous articles have Lodge, denominated number 5 on the roll of St
been written documenting this incredibly rich John’s Grand Lodge of Massachusetts. When Mahistory. In this discussion I will restrict the fo- jor Philipps visited the Lodge in Boston in
cus to the history that would be of more particu- April, 1739, he was referred to as the “Grand
lar interest to Canadian Masons.
Master of Nova Scotia”.(7)

“I must make an honourable mention here, as Prince Edward, who
now has a maritime Province as his namesake, was then a Colonel
in the Army when he was appointed the Provincial Grand Master
of Lower Canada in 1792.”
“Ensuring the Timeless Vitality
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ceivable to think what a quantity of business of
great importance is transacted in a very short
time.”(8)
Masonry spread from these first military lodges in Nova Scotia to Newfoundland, New Brunswick and Prince Edward Island.
In 1752, the Grand Lodge of Ireland issued a
Warrant for a Lodge to be attached to the 46th
Regiment. This Lodge was designated the Lodge
of the Social and Military Virtues, No. 227. In
1812 or 1813 the Regiment went to Australia and
was stationed at the convict settlement of Botany
Bay, where the city of Sydney now stands. Before they left, having initiated a number of local
residents, a new lodge was formed which now
appears on the roll of the Grand Lodge of New
South Wales as the Lodge of Antiquity, No. 1,
being the oldest lodge on the Australian continent.(9)
The 46th Regiment later served in Canada.
When the regiment was ordered home, so many
of the men took a discharge to stay and settle in
Canada, that, they were permitted to retain the
Warrant and continue the work of the lodge in
Canada. The Lodge still works at Montreal, and
is known today as the Lodge of Antiquity, No. 1,
on the Roll of the Grand Lodge of Quebec. This
old Military Lodge was one of the most famous
and probably has a greater record than any other
of the Military Lodges. Its Masonic Chest was
twice captured by the enemy, but, upon its contents becoming known, it was on each occasion
returned under a flag of truce and with all the
honors of war.(10),(11)
Major-General James Wolfe, a Freemason,(12)
led the battle on the Plains of Abraham for the
City of Quebec in 1759. The first joint meeting
of the Lodges in the garrison at Quebec City was
held later that same year on November 28th,(13)
which "was as soon as Convenient after the Surrender of this place to His Brittanic Majesty's
Arms" as recorded by Sergeant James Thompson
of the 78th Regiment. The several lodges in garrison also celebrated St. John’s Day together on
December 27th of that year.
It is no small wonder that these brethren were
able to meet under such conditions. Over five
Page 24

hundred houses had been destroyed during the
three months’ bombardment leading up to the
fall of Quebec City. There was little food and
no fuel, and scurvy was rampant among the soldiers. A muster of the Fraser’s Highlanders taken
early in 1760 showed that out of a total strength
of 894, 580 were in Hospital.(14)
Thomas Dunkerly, a commissioned gunner, had
the authority to grant warrants from the Premier
Grand Lodge and was responsible for establishing lodges on board HMS Vanguard in 1760. In
the same year, under this mandate, he installed
the first Provincial Grand Master of Canada at
Quebec.(15)
The apron followed the rifle further west to Upper Canada and what is now Ontario.
The Kings 8th Regiment was stationed at Fort
Niagara from 1773 – 1785, and it was their military lodge that was the predecessor of all others
in Ontario. In 1782, St. John’s Lodge of Friendship No. 2, was warranted for civilian masons to
correspond with the military lodge. This would
indicate that the 8th Regiment did not initiate
civilians into their lodge.
The first Provincial Grand Lodge of Upper Canada was formed in 1792 with William Jarvis as
Provincial Grand Master. The original charter
of St. John’s Lodge of Friendship No. 2 is displayed on the walls of the lodge room at Niagara-on-the-Lake on the very spot where the original Masonic Hall in Upper Canada was situated.
(16) Captain John P. Clement served in the 8th
Foot during the war of 1812-14. During a battle
fought on July 5, 1814 Capt. Clement observed
an Indian warrior about to kill an American
prisoner, who gave a Masonic sign. Bro. Clement, observing the sign, rescued his brother Mason, and took him to a farmhouse where the he
was cared for until well enough to be sent to
his home in New York State. Some months later, as fate would have it, Bro. Clement was taken
prisoner and incarcerated in New York. His jailer proved to be the very man Bro. Clement had
saved. This brother arranged his transfer back to
Canada the following day.(17)
Another incident worthy of note occurred durThe Ontario Mason Magazine Fall 2014

ing the burning and looting of Niagara-on-theLake during the war of 1812-14, which demonstrates that Masonic bonds of fraternity were
recognized even between enemies. The Americans were looting a house when they discovered
a chest containing regalia and lodge furnishings.
An American officer, recognizing the contents,
directed that the house be protected.(18)
Still in the Niagara region, Brother Thomas Ingersoll was an active Mason who kept a tavern
at Queenston, where his daughter Laura also
worked. Lodge meetings were regularly held in
one of the tavern’s private rooms. One night,
after a Lodge meeting, Laura’s father brought
home a young, newly made Mason named James
Secord, and introduced him to his daughter.
They were immediately attracted to each other,
married, and eventually set up their own home
in Queenston. James served as a Sergeant in the
Lincoln Militia and was wounded in the battle
at Queenston Heights. When Laura Secord discovered the American plan to launch a surprise
attack, she drove her cow to pasture through the
American lines to deceive the sentries. She then
abandoned the cow and started out through the
bush towards the Beaver Dams. She travelled 20
miles through the bush and swamp to warn Lieutenant James Fitz Gibbon, who happened to be a
Freemason. Brother Gibbon immediately placed
his Green Tigers on alert and notified the Iroquois. As a result they were able to mount a coordinated surprise attack and force the surrender of Colonel Boerstler and his entire force.
Before completing this tale, let me point out that
notable chiefs such as Joseph Brant of the Mohawk Nation of the Six Nations Confederacy,
along with their principal warriors, were Freemasons. When Joseph Brant died in 1807, his
son John Brant and his adopted son John Norton
both became war chiefs of the Mohawks and continued Joseph’s tradition of Freemasonry among
the Iroquois.
While negotiating the surrender of Colonel Boerstler, Lieutenant Gibbon became aware somehow that the Colonel and his second in command were also Masons, and assured them of
his Masonic protection as prisoners of war. He
would also have been able to inform the Ameri“Ensuring the Timeless Vitality

cans that the Iroquois warriors present included
many Masons, who would respect the concept
of protecting a Brother in Distress. This promise of Masonic protection helps explain why the
Americans would eventually surrender their entire force of 700 soldiers to Gibbon and his 40
men.(19)
Before I leave the War of 1812, there is another
little known tale that must be repeated.
In the summer of 1814, American General Duncan McArthur with an Army of some 750 men
under his command, conducted a raid into what
is now Southern Ontario.
By November, he had advanced as far as Waterford, a prosperous village in Norfolk County on the Nanticoke Creek, that based much of
its economy on Brother Morris Sovereen’s water
powered grist mill. When the news reached Waterford that the Americans were close by, Brother
Sovereen, assisted by Brother William Schuyler
and his other men, began to hide bags of flour, to
keep them out of the hands of the enemy. General McArthur’s forces entered the village, quickly
set fire to Sovereen’s mill and then moved on.
They paused for a rest break just outside of the
village, but were puzzled to see that there was no
smoke coming from the mill.
An American officer with six soldiers went back
into Waterford to see why the mill was not burning. They caught Brothers Sovereen and Schuyler
with buckets in hand, extinguishing the fire with
water from the mill pond. The American officer
was so outraged that he ordered his men to hang
Brothers Sovereen and Schuyler, from a huge oak
tree near the mill. Ropes were quickly produced,
and a noose was placed around the neck of each
man. When General McArthur rode in to see for
himself what was happening, Brother Sovereen,
in desperation, made a Masonic sign of distress.
Brother General McArthur recognized the sign.
The General called out to his very surprised officer, “let them boys down, I’ll spare their lives.”
The men were released, but their mill was destroyed.(20)

of Freemasonry in Ontario”
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“The General called out to his
very surprised officer, “let them
boys down, I’ll spare their lives.”

The rifle would finally take the apron full circle
– back to Europe from whence it came. I speak of
that dark period of human history: World Wars
I and II.

In World War I a Masonic lodge was established
at Le Havre, France. Le Havre de Grâce No. 4 was
Inside the Waterford Masonic Temple there warranted under the “Grande Loge Nationale Inare two pillars, each with a strong rope wound dépendante et Régulier pour la France et les Colaround it. Legend has it these are the very ropes onies Françaises.” Seventy Masons were listed as
from which Brothers Sovereen and Schuyler founding members, representing Mother Lodges
in England, Scotland, Ireland, Canada, Australwere nearly hanged.
ia, India, Malta, Gibraltar, South Africa, and the
The first Military Lodge from our Grand Juris- United States.
diction was organized during the Louis Riel rebellion. Brother Lieutenant Alexander W. Kippen At the ceremony of consecration, on October 31,
of the Canadian Intelligence Corps (a precursor 1916, the following words were spoken by the
to the Intelligence Branch that I currently serve Chaplain: “Surrounded as we are with an atmosin) was killed in action on May 12, 1885 at the phere charged with so much disruption, disunBattle of Batoche, Saskatchewan (then part of the ion, and discord, with lowering clouds of hate
Northwest Territories), which put an end to the and strife, through which at present there apLouis Riel-led North-West Rebellion. Historical pears to be but a faint light penetrating – a light
accounts indicate that he was on the front line of which we hope is indicative of the future blaze of
a charge by the Royal Grenadiers, 100 yards from joy and happiness – we launch this ship of Peace
the Métis rifle pits, when a bullet struck him in and Harmony.”
the head. A beautiful monument in his honour at
Elmwood bears the inscription: “Erected to his Carleton Lodge No. 465 in Carp, Ontario evenmemory by his fellow citizens, Masonic breth- tually acquired the furnishings from Loge le
Havre, where they are still in use today.(23)
ren, and comrades in arms.”
The lodge military lodge was denominated ‘Winnipeg Lodge’ under dispensation, first meeting At one point during World War I, four of the
on 10 December, 1870, and later changed the top Generals of the Canadian Army, the Minisname to “Prince Rupert’s Lodge,” receiving their ter of Militia and Defence, and the Prime Mincharter under that name from the Grand Lodge ister were all Masons. Several Canadians gained
of Canada numbered 240 on the Grand Register. prominence during the War. This included
The Worshipful Master was R. Stewart Patterson, Brother and Captain Roy Brown from St. John’s
Chaplain to the forces, the Senior Warden was Lodge in Carleton Place, the Canadian pilot in
Lieutenant William N. Kennedy, and the Junior the Royal Flying Corp that shot down the Red
Warden was Sergeant Major Mathew Coyne.(21) Baron. At least 6 Canadians who were Masons,
Following the end of the conflict several breth- or who became Masons on their return home,
ren decided to stay and settle and they continued were awarded the Victoria Cross.(24)
the work of the lodge.
During World War II the Nazis actively perseOur jurisdiction would not deploy another mil- cuted Masons in Germany and in the occupied
itary lodge until Canada Lodge, Under DIspen- countries of Europe. Masonic Lodges and Temples were destroyed, their senior officers were
sation went to Kandahar, Afghanistan in 2010.
sent to concentration camps, and the Order was
Masonry spread from Ontario to Manitoba with driven underground to survive. Nazi officers
this military lodge, and from there on to Sas- plundered Masonic Lodges to collect Masonic
regalia and jewels as war trophies. Along with
katchewan and Alberta.(22)
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many of his Masonic Brethren, the Grand Master
of the Grand Lodge of the Netherlands perished
in a concentration camp. Masons in fascist Spain
and Italy suffered a similar persecution. Spanish
Freemasons were imprisoned for the perceived
crime of being a Mason, especially if one had
been the Master of a Lodge.
In spite of the fierce anti - Masonic sentiment
of the Nazis, there were still some individual
German soldiers for whom Masonic beliefs were
important. There is a legend from the War that
may well be true. A Canadian pilot had been
shot down and became a prisoner of War of the
enemy. Along with the rest of his crew, he was
boarding a bus to be taken to a prisoner of war
camp. The German military driver saw the Canadian pilot’s Masonic ring, and whispered,
“quick, give me your ring.”The Canadian, as one
would expect, bluntly refused, whereupon the
German said, “you don’t understand, the SS are
here, and if they see your Masonic ring, they will
shoot you.” The guard then instructed the pilot
to look for men wearing a tiny flower, the blue
“forget me not.” This was the symbol being used
by underground Masonic Lodges in Germany
and in the occupied countries.

You will recall that the warrants or charters for
the very first moveable lodge were granted to
the Colonel of the Regiment rather than to the
brothers of a specific geographic area (such as
a town). The nature of deployments are different now than they were in 1732. Regiments don’t
deploy for the duration of the war now, we are
rotated through on 6 – 8 month deployments.
V. W. Bro. Rick Fulford was recruited to run the
military lodge and the Dispensation for Canada
Lodge is in his name. He is a civilian NATO contractor and has been working in Kandahar for
a number of years now. The Dispensation will
expire when the Canadian Forces leave Afghanistan in 2014.
Canada Lodge is the only A. F. & A. M. moveable
military lodge anywhere in the world today. So it
is that a lodge from our jurisdiction has become
known around the world as masons from over 30
Grand Jurisdiction have been members, served
as officers, been initiated – passed – and raised,
even sat in the East in Canada Lodge.

I’ve related a number of anecdotes from historical military lodges tonight, and so I think it best
to finish with one from Canada Lodge in KanI was presented with a little blue “forget me not dahar.
pin” by Brother Christian Giles, now our WM,
before I deployed to Afghanistan. I wore it on Some of the Brothers who attended the lodge
my combat uniform when I went out on patrols went through great lengths to attend. There were
in remembrance of those brothers before me who Filipino brethren who worked as electrical engicarried this symbol of masonry with their rifle. neers on Camp Hero (an Afgnan National Army
base next to KAF). At first they had passes to
I took my rifle to Afghanistan – and I also took get on base and they travelled in a pick-up truck
my apron.
(with no armour), risking attack by the Taliban
as they travelled unprotected to attend lodge on
base. At one point their passes expired and
“to create a place of civility in the
while they were waiting for them to be renewed,
an otherwise very uncivil place.” an Australian brother, the always affable Brother Sergeant Major Alex Mearns, smuggled them
Since the Canadian Forces deployed to Afghan- on and off base to attend lodge. He recounted to
istan in 2001, several of our successive Grand me – with some humour – how they came close
Masters wanted to send a military lodge to serve to being discovered one time. Before completing
our troops, but it wasn’t until 9 years into the this story I must impress upon you how much
war that M. W. Bro. Raymond S. J. Daniels was the Aghan people appreciate water. Being a
able to grant Dispensation for a moveable lodge very arid country, bottled drinking water which
to meet under the Charter of Trent Lodge No. 38, NATO soldiers consume daily is rather valued
and designated Canada Lodge.
by the locals. It was late one night after lodge
“Ensuring the Timeless Vitality
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and they were returning to Camp Hero. Brother
Mearns covered our Pilipino brothers in the back
of his SUV. As they approached the gate the Afghan guard (who normally waved him through
because he knew him) indicated he would like
to search the back of the vehicle. Being quick on
his feet (as he is), our brother dismounted. He
opened the rear hatch and took out a case of bottled water which he tossed at the guard (knowing
he would catch it and not let it go). The guard
stood calling to him to stop –clutching the case
of water. “You’re welcome mate! Any time.” he
called back as he sped through the gate. These
were the brethren I had the privilege of knowing
and sitting in lodge with.
Based on my experiences in Afghanistan, I am
convinced that whenever and wherever the Canadian Forces are deployed, Canada Lodge must
be deployed with them. The business of war does
not provide for reprieves. We work long hours
7 days a week. On our minds from the time we
awake until the time we lay our heads (and many
times it does not leave us then), is the real and
present danger of death and dying, of killing or
being killed, of carrying our fallen on their last
journey home and working harder the next day
to ensure he was the last to fall. The lodge provided a healthy reprieve from this. Whether it
was attending lodge and sitting in peace and harmony with the brethren, or stealing 5 minutes
over lunch to commit some ritual work to memory. It was meditative, it was therapeutic, and it
was exactly what this soldier needed.
I am certain that this is an experience I have in
common with my brothers in arms and in the
Craft from ancient times. It is undoubtedly this
“healthy reprieve” that fortified and sustained
them through the valley of the shadow of death.
In an early email home I wrote of Canada Lodge
that we hoped “to create a place of civility in
an otherwise very uncivil place.” This is exactly
what it became for me. Away from the insanity
of war we sat behind tyled door, men of mixed
creed and religion in peace and harmony. Outside the door of the lodge was the dark chaos
of war; inside the door of the lodge was order,
civility, and light.
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That, my brothers, is what happens when
the apron goes with the rifle.
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College of
Freemassonry
Enter to Learn, Go Forth To Serve

The College of Freemasonry, under
the authority of the Grand Lodge of
A.F. & A.M. of Canada in the Province
of Ontario offers a modular course of
study in this Grand Jurisdiction.
The modules cover studies in:
 Masonic Arts and Sciences for Masons.
 An Aspiring Worshipful Masters Course.
 A Past Masters Course.

Make the most of
Masonry through
Learning
Explore its mysteries
Enjoy its privileges
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The learner may take an individual
module, or enroll in a whole course,
depending on his needs at the time,
or as set out in Section 50 (b) of the
Book of Constitution for the position
of DDGM or Grand Registrar. A certificate will only be awarded upon the
satisfactory completion of all parts of
a given course.
For Application & Information

CLICK HERE
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Fellow of the
College of Freemasonry
R.W. Bro. Richard Cadotte, FCF
Principal, College of Freemasonry

His work during that term required him
to receive a brother’s registration into the
College course, return study materials to
the brother, receive the brother’s answers,
submit the answers to a mentor for evaluation, and then forward that completed
evaluation to the brother. This was all
done through our current postal service.
He was also required to maintain records
of a brother’s progress until completion and to report that completion to the
Chairman of Education for publication
in our Annual Grand Lodge Proceedings.
This time consuming duty was a daily
event in one’s life and required him to be
very meticulous in his record keeping, yet
he continued to do this for 15 years.

“An Honourary Fellow”

Gordon and Sid were also instrumental
in bringing the District Deputy Grand
Master’s Course (now the Past Master’s
Course) to fruition to aid in the training
and education of our future leaders.

On September 18, 2014, the College of Freemasonry, and the Chairman of Education, R. W.
Bro. Charles Woods, bestowed upon V. W. Bro.
Gordon Walker an Honourary Fellow of the College of Freemasonry (FCF).

While doing what was required, he too was a
mentor and evaluated many assignments himself
to the benefit of the brethren. This work did not
afford him the time to complete the courses himself, hence he has been granted an Honourary
FCF (Fellow of the College of Freemasonry).

V. W. Bro. Walker has earned this honour for the
time and expertise he has provided to the College of Freemasonry as a Co-administrator from
1993-2008 alongside V. W. Bro. Sid Lowe (Passed
to the Grand Lodge Above - 2008).

V. W. Bro. Walker; for this, we are grateful for
your time and expertise given to the brethren
who have completed the courses offered by the
College of Freemasonry at a time when the College of Freemasonry was not known by many.

“Ensuring the Timeless Vitality

of Freemasonry in Ontario”

Page 31

Garnet’s Corner Office

The Marks that Distinguish Us

R.W. Bro. Garnet E. Schenk
The marks that distinguish a Mason from the
rest of the world are not to be found in a checkoff list of do’s and do not’s, or in a codified law.
Those distinguishing marks of Freemasonry
have their bases in the moral law; written in the
hearts of men, and upon which our Order has its
enduring foundation.

fectiveness based on the moral law which is as
changeless as eternity itself. Freemasonry is a
principle centered, character based, approach to
making good men better which sets them apart
from the rest of the world.

“our chief cornerstone is placed”

From the time that a candidate enters the lodge
room he is taught to elicit the mysteries of Freemasonry through resolute labour and interpretive symbols. He learns by careful observation
of the openings and closings as well as the work
of the three degrees, that there is in fact a serious need for reflection and self-awareness in
his continuing search for light. He learns that
there are sequential stages of learning, growth
and development in his journey, if he is to draw
any benefit from our noble art. The Mason must
learn that the beginning of wisdom is listening.
Careful listening identifies for the Mason the
principles that Freemasonry teaches and he begins to associate them with the moral law. He
understands brotherly love, relief and truth will
lead him along the path to the cardinal principles of the Order; temperance, fortitude, prudence and justice. The Mason must always keep
these principles in view as a guiding light for his
daily life. They become for him the boundary
line of his Masonic conduct.

The moral law is more permanent then human
nature itself; it is the immutable in human nature. Cicero said of the moral law “It was not
only older than nations and cities, but co-existent with the Divine Being, who sees and rules
both Heaven and Earth”. It is upon that law that
our chief cornerstone is placed.
The teachings of Freemasonry flow out of a set
of principles that have their bases in the Volume
of The Sacred Law. The principles that are the
building blocks of Freemasonry are part of any
enduring major religion as well as enduring social philosophies and ethical systems of thought.
The dialogues that flow out of the ritual and the
teachings of Freemasonry are a search for truth
to guide us on our journey based on the moral
law.

“the Golden Rule in practice”
The Masonic dialogues based on the moral law
have a focus on a strong character ethic, on foundational things like integrity, humility, modesty,
courage and the Golden Rule in practice. Teaching and practicing Masonry by example rather
than by precept is a powerful influence for the
cause of good.

“reflection and self-awareness”

“a binding promise to fulfill”

There is within Freemasonry a discipline that
distinguishes a Mason from the rest of the world
that is not clearly understood and appreciated.
The moment that the Mason seals his obligation
with a kiss upon the V.O.S.L. his obligation becomes a binding promise to fulfil the duties and
The character ethic of making “good men better” responsibilities contained therein. That solemn
helps Masons to see the world and humanity, not act necessitates the discharge of a high standin terms of our visual sense of sight, but in terms ard of commitment and fidelity to the teachings
of perceiving, understanding, interpreting and and the landmarks of the Order. The statements
applying the principles that govern human ef- that the Mason agrees to in his obligations are
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not voluntary. He understands that they are not teachings of Freemasonry. It is progressive benegotiable. In fulfilling those promises he sets cause your most important work is always ahead
himself apart from the rest of the world.
of you. Victor Frankl points out that we detect
rather than invent our mission or purpose in
life. The same idea applies to the lessons that
“a Progressive Science”
Freemasonry has to offer those who practice our
It has been said by many Masonic writers that ancient and noble art.
the best way to learn and understand Masonry is
to teach it. One does not necessarily need to be
“distinguish ourselves
an officer of the lodge to teach Freemasonry, it
from the rest of the world”
is also accomplished in a quiet manner, by example, by conforming to the principles of the Order In a sense, the community in which we live, work
and in the practice of every virtue. We hear the and participate is our campus. We have the opwords “Freemasonry is a Progressive Science”, portunity to act according to the principles on
but what does that mean?
which the Order is founded. From within the
circle of our influence, the boundary line of our
To some it may mean progression through the conduct, we as Masons have the duty, the responchairs of the lodge. To others; in addition, it also sibility and the power to distinguish ourselves
means stages of learning and development for from the rest of the world.
the mind, the heart and the soul towards awareness of the universal principles contained in the

DeMOLAY

“Building Tomorrow’s Leaders Today
since 1919”
Started in 1919, DeMolay is a fraternal organization for young men between the ages of 12
and 21.
DeMolay is an organization dedicated to preparing young men to lead successful, happy,
and productive lives.
Basing its approach on timeless principles
and practical, hands-on experience and leadership skills so vitally needed in society today.
DeMolay combines this serious mission with
a fun approach that builds important bonds
of friendship among members in more than
1,000 chapters worldwide.
Through two degrees, DeMolay teaches seven
“Ensuring the Timeless Vitality

precepts of basic life principles upon which
DeMolay members should base their lives:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Love of Parents (Filial Love)
Reverence for Sacred Things
Courtesy
Comradeship
Fidelity (faithfulness)
Cleanness
Patriotism

DeMolay opens doors for young men by developing; civic awareness, personal responsibility and respect for others.

Contact:
www.ontariodemolay.ca
eo@demolayontario.org
of Freemasonry in Ontario”
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