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W. Bro. Dan Dignard
Brethren,
We are now in the middle of Winter and most of you I’m sure are waiting for
Spring to come, or perhaps are planning to take a trip to somewhere warm.
While we are attending Lodge let us not forget the older members of our Lodges who do not like to drive in the Winter weather. Take the time to call on and
visit these brethren and offer them a ride to Lodge. Winter can be both cold
and lonely for our older members and a lift to Lodge could make all of the difference for them.
In this issue of the Ontario Mason Magazine you will see photos from some
Lodge events in this jurisdiction....sadly there are not enough and we encourage you to send in the pictures from your Lodge and Distict events to help us
showcase what is happening in your District. If you have a District newletter
we ask you to also send the event info and pictures to us when you send them
to your District newsletter.
You will notice a poster for the next Sankey Lecture in this issue and you also
notice the absence of any poster for a Masonic Essay Contest. Do not despair...if
you have Masonic essays or stories you would like to share, please submit them
to the magazine. We are always looking for Masonic stories, essays, poems, and
events by you, the brethren of the great Grand Lodge of Canada in the Province
of Ontario.
We look forward to hearing from you!
Sincerely and Fraternally,
W. Bro. Dan Dignard
Team Lead/Managing Editor
Ontario Mason Magazine.
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From the Grand Master...
Brethren,
You may have heard me say that I believe we need to stop
trying to be everything to everyone. Focus on what is
quintessential about Masonry and drop the rest.
I think that means we concentrate on:
• the Ritual
• explaining and discussing the meaning of the Ritual –
that’s education
• and teaching the Ritual - mentoring our brethren
and that’s it, really.
All the rest falls out from that naturally
• charity
• community involvement
• fellowship

that it is said to be a portrayal of a Masonic Degree. Some
even say he was murdered because he wrote it. I have seen
the opera several times and it did not look like a Masonic
degree to me. At least not until I read the European first
degree that the “red” lodges in Louisiana use!

If you live the teachings in the Ritual you will naturally do
those things.

On the other hand, we can be overwhelmed by education
lectures from other countries. So much of what is on the
internet is American and often doesn’t really relate to our
I discussed Ritual in a previous communique. The Ritual ritual. Luckily, we have a treasure trove of education pieces
teaches us everything we need to know to be a Mason. But on our website – in Reflections, the Ontario Mason Magit does need some explanation, and that is where educa- azine and the various subtabs listed under education. And
tion comes in.
in the books written by M.W. Bros. Bradley and Daniels,
which are available from the office.
Reading, lectures, contemplation, and discussion are all
routes to understanding. So is hearing it again and again. And education does not need to be a drawn out lecture.
You may have heard those words a thousand times, but A five minute talk or discussion is often more memoraone day, whether due to the way a brother delivers it, or ble. I found when I was Worshipful Master that if it was
to what is rummaging around in your subconscious, you a very busy night, it was always suggested that we drop
suddenly hear it in a new way and your understanding is the education to save time! But education is the second
expanded.
most important thing in a lodge meeting (after the Ritual,
of course). Every lodge can easily have education every
Travelling helps as well. That’s where you will hear a broth- meeting.
er put a different emphasis on certain words. If you go to
lodge in the United States you will hear a totally different Just look up one word from the Ritual in the dictionary
ritual – one based on the Antients. For obvious reasons, the each month and share it with your lodge! Suggest a phrase
U.S. was not part of the unification discussions in England to have a discussion on in lodge – I’ll bet one of your
in 1813 and so they maintain a ritual close to the Antients’. brothers will have an idea about it that you never thought
You will hear parts that were removed in the Union. The of.
Antients were mostly Irish Masons so you will also hear
this if you visit one of the Irish lodges in London. If you The five minutes that a candidate spends changing is an
go to Europe, you may hear parts from the Moderns’ ritual excellent time for some short education like that. People
that we left out. That totally expands your insight! If any of often say, “but the candidate misses out if the education is
you are familiar with Mozart’s Magic Flute, you will know then”. Or they want to have the education after the degree
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so he can hear it. But frankly, the candidate is so overloaded with information after the experience of his degree, he
is not going to absorb anything more. Besides, Section 335
of the Constitution says that “Balloting shall be the last
order of business except the conferring of degrees” which
implies that a degree shall be the last thing you do. This
only makes sense, because what you want the candidate to
go home with, prominent in his mind, is the degree.

and then the second was for the first 2020 meeting of the
Board of General Purposes Committee Chairman to report on their progress.
Starting this month with the Craft Stewardship Pillar, under R.W. Bro. Jamie Ireland, we will update you on the
progress of their special assignments given to them this
year:

Which gets back to point one. If our primary goal is to 1) Develop a communication proposal to encourage the
impart the Ritual to the candidate in an impressive way, it presentation of Masonic Education, on the floor of the
should be the apex of the night.
Lodge, at every meeting

David J. Cameron
Grand Master

From the Deputy...

The Committee Chairman, R.W. Bro. Dale Graham, reports that this item is in progress. The Grand Master and
Deputy have been talking about the importance of Masonic Education on every agenda of every Lodge meeting
during our visits – and in some Lodges, even providing
that Education. The proposed Constitutional amendment
to make Masonic Education mandatory at every Lodge
meeting has been submitted to the Constitution and Jurisprudence Committee for their review, prior to presentation at the next Annual Communication. We are awaiting
a communication strategy for this from the Masonic Education Committee.
2) Create a library of Masonic education articles and have
them posted on the Grand Lodge web site and Digest
e-mail distribution for the use by the Brethren and Lodge
Leaders
Chairman Graham reports that some articles are ready
for the Publishing Review Committee to suggest any edits and revisions prior to posting on a special section of
the Grand Lodge web site and suitable for distribution via
the Resource Digest e-mail distribution. The vision is that
these articles will be an easy and readily accessible source
for Lodge Education leaders to present in Lodge to assist
with compliance to the proposed Constitutional amendment as mentioned above.

My Brethren:

3) Develop a mediation handbook for use of Lodges to
So back to where we left off on our renewal of your Board de-escalate differences of opinions that are disturbing the
of General Purposes and the Grand Lodge programs.
harmony of the Lodge
In December, we had one Management Committee meeting at the Grand Lodge office to continue the discussion
on where we were headed and how the Pillar teams and
Committees were working towards their goals and objectives. The first weekend of the new year was reserved for
the District Deputy Grand Master’s Mid-term meeting

The Chairman reports that they are progressing on this
task using specialized committee members. They have the
outline for a workshop that will focus on communication
skills, conflict resolution, de-escalation, early intervention awareness and Lodge, District and administrative
implications. The objective is to decrease the amount of
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wasted time that the Grand Secretary and the Discipline From the Grand Secretary …
Committee members spend dealing with un-Masonic behaviour of our members.
Ceremony of Installation & Investiture of Officers of a
Lodge
4) College of Freemasonry is to submit a conference format plan for review and approval
The new 2019 version of this publication is now available
The College of Freemasonry Committee is happy to announce the 2020 Ontario Masonic Education Conference
to be held on Saturday, February 22, 2020 at the Scottish
Rite Cathedral in Hamilton. Registration opens at 8 a.m.
with a welcoming address by the Grand Master at 9 a.m.
Lunch will be catered at noon with the wrap-up scheduled for 2:30 p.m. Seating is limited so please register on
the form in the December 2019 Resource Digest or via
the Grand Lodge web site. For more information, please
contact R.W. Bro. Rick Cadotte at masonic.college@gmail.
com
5) Create a plan for Grand Lodge web site On-Line Books
sales for review and approval
The plan is to have just such a ‘Store’ where members can
access the Grand Lodge publications via the Grand Lodge
web site and is in the process. Our Chief Operating Officer, R.W. Bro. Lou Domjan, is marshalling this task as part
of the overall electronic revisions of the management of
our Grand Lodge operations.

from the Grand Lodge Office (for Past Masters only).
Honourary Memberships – Dues Exempt

Brethren, with the increasing number of Lodge amalgamations we have discovered that a number of Lodges
have not been following the Book of Constitution with respect to Honourary memberships – Dues Exempt that the
Lodge has granted over the years.
When this situation comes to light at the time of amalgamation, it can be embarrassing for the Lodge and the
members affected.
I refer you to Sections 185 and 187 of the Book of Constitution.
Section 185 describes the process to be followed in submitting the commutation of dues and in setting up a Life
Membership Trust Fund for Life Members.
Section 187 indicates that a brother can be made an honourary member of a Lodge through outstanding service
rendered.

6) Leadership Development to work with the Mentoring
Committee to re-introduce a training plan for new members to the Board of General Purposes
But, Section 187 (b) is overlooked or ignored:
(b) If honorary membership is granted with exemption
Our Leadership Development Chairman, R.W. Bro. Gra- from lodge dues, then the same terms must be applied
ham Tait, reports that the resurrection of the Board of with respect to commutation of dues as exist for life memGeneral Purposes training manual will be accompanied bership in accordance with the provisions of Section 185.
by an explanation on how a Past Master of our Craft can Section 187 (b) clearly states that dues exempt honourary
become a member of the Grand Lodge committee team.
members MUST be treated as Life members. That means
Someone mentioned to me last week that there were too that the commutation fee to Grand Lodge must be paid
many expectations being placed on our Grand Lodge and a Life Membership Trust Fund must be set up accordCommittees. I believe that we have the right team in ing to the Book of Constitution Section V111 - Regulaplace to meet the goals and objectives of restoring our tions Governing Life Membership.
Grand Lodge to the mecca for young men that it once was
through our focus on Ritual, Education and Mentoring. When Lodges amalgamate, the newly formed Lodge
Please tune back in next month to hear how your Grand MUST either set up the proper funding for these honouLodge Membership Pillar is supporting these efforts. See rary dues exempt members or revert them to dues paying
you then!
members.
Thomas W. Hogeboom Deputy Grand Master
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William Mercer Wilson
Medal Presentation

M.W. Bro. David J. Cameron, Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Canada in the Province of Ontario, presenting
Bro. Paul Laver with his Willima Mercer Wilson Medal Certificate at Harding Lodge No. 477.
A Mason is a man that practices the three principle virtues, namely Faith, Hope and Charity, with the last being
the greatest. A William Mercer Wilson recipient is someone who shows us all the best example of a person with
all of these virtues. We at Harding Lodge are fortunate to
have a man just as this as a member. Victoria District had
the honour of Celebrating Bro. Paul Laver receiving the
William Mercer Wilson Award on November 9th 2019. I
am sure we would all agree that Brother Laver’s community involvement is both extensive and commendable. He
coached Barrie minor baseball, and was both President
and Treasurer of the Barrie C.N. Pensioners Association,

Chairman for the Dalrymple United Church Maintenance
Committee, Treasurer of the Church Cemetery Board and
volunteered for numerous church fundraisers and held
positions of Treasurer and Chairperson of the Volunteer
Management Board of the Carden Recreation Centre located in Dalrymple. He is presently sitting as the Chairperson of the City of Kawartha Lakes Cemetery Board
and is also the Treasurer of the Carden Field Naturalist.
He is also a current member of the Couchiching Conservancy based in Orillia, a group charged with overseeing
and preserving 12,000 acres of land in Oro/Medonte,
Severn Township, and the City of Kawartha Lakes. Broth-
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er Laver is a recipient of the Couchiching Conservancy’s
Gold Metal Leaf Pin which honours members who have
contributed significant time and resources as a volunteer.
Every year Brother Laver volunteers to clean up garbage
along local roads. Brother Lavers’ Masonic history is
just as extensive and commendable. He Joined Powassan
Lodge #443, in Powassan Ontario on February 14th, 1964
and was Raised to the Subline Degree of a Master Mason
on Mar 11th, 1965. He later Affiliated with Victoria Lodge
#398, Kirkfield, on September 3rd, 1997. He later Affiliated with Harding Lodge #477, Woodville, on October 14th,
2019. He was Presented with a 50 Year masonic pin, a
Lewis Jewel and the Veterans Jubilee Medal in 2014. He is
a 50 year 32nd degree Scottish Rite Mason and a member
of the Scottish Rite Club of Victoria District and Barrie
along with being a Member of the Moore Sovereign Consistory in Hamilton. The foregoing facts are the basis for
why Brother Laver was being awarded the William Mercer
Wilson Award, however they do not fully reflect the Value
of our Brother.

“I do not wish to sit in the East”. He feels he is of far more
benefit to his Brethren working on the sidelines than sitting in the Chair of King Solomon.

He has been instrumental in the organization of all Lodge
Social Functions. He is the most faithful member to
support other Lodges by visitation. He has quietly been
paying the Lodge Dues for other members for 4 years. In
the same vane, when one of our Brothers found himself
in a financial bind, Bro. Laver quietly stepped in with the
required financial assistance. He faithfully visits all our
members who are laid up and keeps in constant contact.
On many occasions he has driven miles out of his way to
bring a Brother to Lodge who couldn’t otherwise get there.
These things are all done without fanfare.

Education on who William Mercer Wilson was, both as a
member of society and as a Mason. After the Lodge Ceremony, pictures were taken followed by a great luncheon
for all of the Brethren to enjoy and to cherish this great
memory together. We all aspire to be a William Mercer
Wilson type of Mason but it is always inspiring to those
around a man that does achieve this accomplishment.

Victoria District Celebrated Bro. Paul Laver’s amazing
accomplishments with our brother receiving the William Mercer Wilson Award on November 9th with Most
Worshipful Brother David J. Cameron Grand Master of
the Grand Lodge of Ancient Free & Accepted Masons of
Canada in the province of Ontario. The GM was accompanied by M.W. Bro Terrence Shand Past GM, R.W. Bro. Steven R. L. Burgomaster DDGM of Victoria District, R.W.
Bro. Graeme A. Boyce Grand Senior Warden, R.W. Bro.
Mark W. Kapitan Grand Junior Warden, R.W. Bro. Peter
J. Sialtsis Member of the Board of General Purpose and
R.W. Bro. Daniel Graham Grand Director of Ceremonies.
This celebration was a joyous one for all that attended. The
Grand Master presented the award to Bro. Laver with a
truly superb Masonic Ceremony. The Ceremony was followed by Bro. Laver giving the Brethren some Masonic

Respectfully,
W. Bro. Jeffrey Anderson FCF, Worshipful Master of
Harding Lodge No. 477
R.W. Bro. Brian Anderson, acting Secretary of Victoria
Bro. Laver has been asked on numerous occasions if he Lodge No. 398.
would start working through the chairs with the eventual W. Bro. Ian Burney, Worshipful Master of Victoria Lodge
aim of sitting in the East. His answer is always the same, No. 398.
Page 8
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Reflections
on

Brotherly Love
W. Bro. Don Saunders,
Queen’s Lodge No. 578

Brethren, at the conclusion of the Junior Warden’s Lecture
the initiate is informed that the principal tenets or fundamentals of Ancient Freemasonry are Brotherly Love, Relief, and Truth. While the principles of Relief and Truth
are readily understood, the tenet of Brotherly Love is more
ambiguous. Recently, my Brethren, I have had cause to
examine this issue and I wished to take this opportunity to share the results of my research with you. While I
will share my own thoughts and reflections, I will also be
referring to three papers. The first is entitled: Brotherly
Love in the Lodge, by Bro Eric Ginette, of the Edward J.
Wildblood, Jr. Vermont Lodge of Research No. 110, submitted in January 2008. The second, An Erring Brother,
author unknown, is from the Short Talk Bulletin - Vol. IV
October, 1926 No.10. Lastly, I will make reference to W.
Bro William Hutchinson’s Lecture XII on Brotherly Love,
drawn from The Spirit of Masonry, in Moral and Elucidatory Lectures, first penned in 1775. Given the timespan of
these three references it is worth noting that debating the
notion of Brotherly Love is neither new to Freemasonry
nor solely a modern challenge.

Tolerance
Since this principle evokes several different connotations,
we cannot have a discourse on Brotherly Love unless we
have a common frame of reference. While Brotherly Love
is not explicitly defined in the Work, it is also not defined
in the Constitution of the Grand Lodge or other key policy documents and reference material, such as the Masonic
Manual, Meeting the Challenge, Beyond the Pillars, and
Towards the Square. Therefore, I turned my attention to
the oracle Google and, with some trepidation of what the
results would yield, queried Brotherly Love. What I discovered in my researches is that the Masonic definition
of Brotherly Love is like a certain body orifice: everybody
has one. Most Masonic definitions that I found were related to the sense of fraternity or familial ties, while in
other instances Brotherly Love was defined as charity and
compassion. One of the definitions that seemed the most
appropriate was found on the website of the aptly named
Lodge of Happiness, No. 7592, United Grand Lodge of En-
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gland. Short and succinct, they identify Brotherly Love as
the expectation that “every true Freemason will show tolerance and respect for the opinions of others and will behave with compassion and understanding to his fellows.”
In other words, my Brethren, this fundamental principle
may be summarized in one word: Tolerance. Based on this
principle of fraternal harmony, W. Bro. Hutchinson states
that ”It is not only expected of Masons that they should,
with a conscientious soul, refrain from evil speaking, but
also that they should speak well of each other. To give a
man his just and due character is so easy a duty that it is
impossible for a benevolent mind to avoid it; it is a degree
of common justice.”

of the meeting will be controversial, offend some, or cause
disharmony in the Lodge. In short, it is a request for divine assistance in promoting and maintaining tolerance
amongst the Brethren assembled.
Unfortunately, Freemasonry is no different than any family, workplace, or organization where, once a critical mass
has been achieved, interpersonal conflict or misunderstanding may ensue. This being the case, what then can
we do in those instances when there is intolerance and
discord between Brothers? This is a serious matter that
must be readily resolved, since not only does conflict affect the harmony of the meetings, it risks making us appear as hypocrites to our more junior members and, in my
opinion, may be a significant contributing factor affecting
our declining retention rates.

While this notion of tolerance is straightforward, why
then Brethren is it so hard to practice, especially when we
have piques and quarrels between Brothers both within
our Lodges and between Lodges? This situation is certain“He that is without sin among you,
ly not isolated nor is it new as this issue has been debated for almost 250 years. The reason, my Brothers, is that
let him first cast a stone.”
we are human and, as a result, are prone to err. As Bro
Ginette suggests:
For serious Masonic infractions, we can apply the formal
disciplinary process outlined in the Constitution of the
Grand Lodge. In fact, approximately 10% of the Constitu“self-worth and purpose”
tion is devoted to this rigorous judiciary process and its associated protocols. However, these Masonic trials should
“There is no argument that the sense of Ego is a basic and
only be restricted to the 15 serious infractions outlined
indispensable part of every sentient being, nor can fault
in the Constitution, where those instanced cannot be rebe found with a just measure of self-confidence and with
solved by more amenable means, including mediation.
a strong sense of self-worth and purpose. The problems
Where then do we turn for guidance in resolving mibegin when we compare our own self against others, and
nor piques and quarrels? The answer my Brethren is the
conclude that we are special, we are better, we are more
V.O.T.S.L. and the Work. In the V.O.T.S.L., amongst its
intelligent, we are more favored by Deity, more deserving
many lessons, the Gentle Carpenter preaches tolerance,
of advancement or applause, better looking, more skillful,
reminding us “He that is without sin among you, let him
of a higher class, deservedly more wealthy and have more
first cast a stone at her” (Jogn 8:7) Equally important is
abundant and beautiful possessions, on and on…. In the
the lesson to turn the other cheek. Within the Work, in
Lodge, we see divisions between those who can memorize
all three degrees, we are not only reminded of our obligaor perform our rituals, those who are better public speaktions to promote harmony and tolerance but also we are
ers, or who confuse their office with self-worth. The Ego
provided with the tools to resolve conflict. I remind you
seizes upon these differences between men’s abilities and
Brethren of the Apron Charge in the first degree, where
aptitudes to justify a sense of superiority; a supercilious atwe are encouraged to “endeavor to settle your differences
titude emerges which delights in reminding those around
amicably, which being happily effected, you may … work
us of their inferiority and a constant need to defend our
together with that love and harmony which should at all
superior caste.”
times characterize Freemasonry.” In the Charge to the Fellowcraft, we are reminded that “… in the decision of every
Furthermore my Brethren, in full recognition of our imtrespass against our rules, judge with candour, admonish
perfection, at the start of each meeting the Worshipful
with friendship, and reprehend with mercy.” In An Erring
Master invokes the assistance of the G.A.O.T.U, when he
Brother, the author expands on this Charge stating:
implores “may our labours, thus commenced in order, be
conducted in peace, and closed in harmony.” It is an ear“So a Mason should treat his Brother who goes astray not
nest request that none of the business raised in the course
with bitterness, nor yet with good-natured easiness, nor
Page 10
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with worldly indifference, nor with philosophic coldness
but with pity, patience and loving-kindness. A moral collapse is a sickness, loss, dishonor in the immortal part of
man. It is the darkest disaster, worse than death, adding
misery to guilt. We must deal faithfully but tenderly, firmly but patiently with such tragedies.”

unsuspicious of an enemy…. It is not only expected of Masons that they should, with a conscientious soul, refrain
from evil speaking, but also that they should speak well
of each other. To give a man his just and due character is
so easy a duty that it is impossible for a benevolent mind
to avoid it; it is a degree of common justice which honesty itself prompts one to. It is not enough that we refrain
Lastly, as we advance further in the Craft, we are fur- from slander; but it is required of Masons that they should
ther reminded of our duty to preserve the honour of our speak graciously and with affection, withholding nothing
Brethren in their presence and, more importantly, in their that can be uttered to a brother’s praise or good name with
absence. In the words of W.Bro. Hutchinson, “The most truth. What a pleasure does it give the heart feeling bematerial part of that brotherly love which should subsist nevolent dispositions, to give praises where due! There is a
among Masons is that of speaking well of each other to selfish joy in good speaking, as self-approbation succeeds
the world, more especially it is expected of every member it. Besides, the breast of such a man feels enlarged whilst
he utters the praise due to his neighbour; and he experiences all the finest sensations of love whilst he moves
others to feel for the same object.”
In conclusion my Brethren, the tenet of Brotherly Love
is often misunderstood. While it may be defined differently, Brotherly Love should be thought of as promoting
tolerance, amongst Masons in particular, but also in the
world writ large. This, as humans, can often be difficult as
we are influenced by our own experiences, emotions, and
views, which can result in conflict. In those instances, we
must rely on the teachings of the V.O.T.S.L and the Work
for guidance. The latter must be more than words blindly
of this fraternity that he should not traduce his brother. repeated during our meetings and rituals; the Work must
Calumny and slander are detestable crimes against soci- serve as a guideline for our daily Masonic conduct. If we
ety. Nothing can be viler than to traduce a man behind his can accomplish this, then we will truly embody the tenet
back: it is like the villany of an assassin, who has not virtue of Brotherly Love, enabling us to render ourselves more
enough to give his adversary the means of selfdefence, but, extensively serviceable to our fellow creatures. As the adlurking in darkness, stabs him whilst he is unarmed, and age goes, “to err is human, to forgive divine.”

to do what is right, to love
mercy, and to walk humbly
with your God. Micah 6:8
Page 12
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Charity
Given by R.W. Bro Raymond R. Meadows on
his Official Visit to Corona Lodge No. 454 in the
District of Nipissing Muskoka.
At this time of hope, joy, peace and love, it is fitting to
have Charity as my topic of discussion. I would first like to
point out some subtle nuances of the meaning of the word,
Charity. In a broad sense of the word, Charity is any act of
good will or affection. The actual origin of the word is Latin and infers dearness, affection or high regard. It is that
disposition of heart that directs us to think favourably of
our fellow man. Therefore, brotherly love, relief and truth
can in its broad sense be considered Charity.

benevolence and Charity. The distinction between these
two words is again noted in the constitution. The recipient
of Masonic benevolence must be a member of the craft or
his family. Anyone can receive Masonic Charity. As the
broad, general meaning of Charity implies, there are many
forms of Charity whose nature depends upon the circumstances in which the Charity is given.
Theologically, Charity includes the beneficence of the
Great Architect to mankind in general. In law it refers to
grants given by the judiciary. There are many examples
of Masons providing free services to aid other Masons or
even strangers in need of assistance.

Over the years, Charity has taken on a narrower interpretation of it its original meaning. It is commonly referred to
as liberality to the poor, consisting of giving funds, benefactions or free services to relieve them of distress. It is
also often called alms; meaning that which is bestowed The practice of Charity by investing funds, time and regratuitously on the poor for their relief.
sources in our communities, demonstrates to all non-Masons that our communities are the better because of our
In Masonry, it is considered the greatest of the theological fraternity and its principles.
virtues. We are called on to practice this virtue which is
considered the distinguishing characteristic of a Mason’s At every installation of officers, we are admonished to reheart. I would like to dilate on a subtle difference between member that by acts of kindness and brotherly love, we
Charity and benevolence. Benevolence is often used as a will distinguish ourselves as Masons. Let us continue to
synonym for Charity. However, even though both words make our commitment to our communities by investing
refer to the inclination to do good will and kindness, Ma- in programs and services for the benefit of all! We must
sonically speaking, it is the recipient of that kindness that forever remember to live and act in such a manner to fuldifferentiates their true meaning. These words are very fill the duties of a good citizen and set an example for othfamiliar to every mason, as we are directed to maintain ers to emulate!
in their fullest splendour those truly Masonic ornaments,
“Freemasonry: The once and future thing.”
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Freemasonry and Prayer

By R.W. Bro. Garnet E. Schenk
Prayer is an important part of the ritual in the Craft. The opening and closing of the degrees and ceremonies invoke
prayer and guidance from God, the “Great Architect of the Universe. Beginning with an examination of the earliest
Manuscripts of “Old Charges”, the Regis Poem of 1390 A.D., shows that all Lodge activities were begun with prayer to
God.
Prayer is considered by Masons as being an important and integral part of the Order. The universality of prayer in
Freemasonry can best be expressed in its acceptance of a principle as that “in which all good men agree.” The initiate is
required to profess a belief in a Supreme Being who is the Creator, Maker and Sovereign over us all. Masons are taught
from the very beginning not to start any enterprise without first invoking the guidance of the Deity.
On entering the Lodge, the initiate is asked, “in whom do you put your trust?” The reply forms the foundation of belief
in the one true God. The affirmation of that belief inspires within the Mason the spontaneous praise, thanksgiving and
honour for the maker and giver of life. The need for prayer is further affirmed for the E.A. when he is presented with the
Working Tools of the degree. He is taught the moral interpretation of the 24-inch gauge and that he should apportion
a part of each day prayer, labour, refreshment and sleep. Thus, he is encouraged to bring balance to his life and honour
to his God by opening the day with prayer. It is significant to observe the order in which the explanation of the 24-inch
gauge is given; prayer is stressed as the first requirement.
Page 14
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What is Prayer? It has been described as a petition or solemn or humble request to God for His blessing or thanksgiving. It is a communication between man and God and
is a means by which man can coordinate his mind with the
will of God. Prayer is universal because it speaks to some
basic human need. As Thomas Merton put it, “Prayer is an
expression of who we are… We are living incompleteness.
We are a gap, an emptiness that calls for fulfillment.” Merton’s thoughts on prayer fit into the Masonic philosophy of
making good men better.

from here? When a man puts the timeless precepts and
time honoured principles of Freemasonry into practice
the world will indeed be a better place. His prayers will
have been answered.

Freemasonry’s attitude toward things spiritual is an important part of our belief in the Supreme Being and in the
future life. Masons believe that at the time of death the
soul returns to God who gave it. Freemasons are bound by
the “eternal truths” contained in the Volume of the Sacred
Law and those sacred truths are given to us to govern the
Prayer in Lodge raises the sights above the petty circum- rules of life and conduct. References, therefore, in the ritstances of life and affords a glimpse of that lofty perspec- uals of the Masonic Degrees to the omnipotence of God
tive. Prayer is a declaration of dependence on God. It impresses upon the candidates and the brethren the powbrings together the mind of man and the divine Spirit giv- er of prayer in Masonic Work.
ing confidence to the suppliant that his petition for Divine
Guidance will be granted. It creates reason and logical God is not the Great I Was, but the Great I am. In Him we
thinking within the petitioner. The ancient Hebrews ex- live move and have our being. He speaks to us in nature,
ercised a “dialogue” with Jehovah whose “ineffable name” in the moral law, and in our own hearts, if we have ears
could be pronounced only by letters or syllables. It is the to hear. He speaks most clearly in the V.O.S.L. which lies
Mason’s duty to continue that “dialogue” as a response to open on our Altar.
the moral imperative set forth by the 24-inch gauge. The
main purpose of prayer in the Lodge is not to make life Every prayer in the ritual has a purpose and has an appeal
easier, nor gain magic powers, but to get to know God “in to the Deity for direction and guidance. It is necessary not
whom we put our trust”.
just to learn the prayers by rote but to reflect on them and
think about their meaning for the life a Mason. The place
The early Masonic fathers were sincere men of faith and of prayer in Masonry is not perfunctory. It is not a mere
dedicated the Fraternity to the moral and spiritual im- matter of form and note. It is vital and profound. It is truly
provement of mankind. The ceremonies that they de- a great prayer when we join in and place ourselves in the
veloped contained moral lessons that were intended to very hands of God, as all must do in the end, trusting His
enhance the spiritual improvement of candidates and Will and way, where there is no path into the soft and fasthe brethren. The ceremonies contained in the modern cinating darkness which men call death. The response of
rituals of our Grand Lodge are intended to foster that the Lodge to that prayer, as to all others offered at its Altar,
spiritual improvement. Freemasonry is not a religion, is the old challenging phrase “So Mote It Be.”
nor is it a substitute for religion. We are joined together
in pursuit of universal brotherhood- recognizing the Fatherhood of God and the brotherhood of man. All Ma- Resources:
sons acknowledge the Supreme Being that imposes order The V.O.S.L.
on the universe. The use of Scripture illustrates the fact Book of the Work, GLCPO;
that God-fearing men practice our gentle craft. Our ritu- Research Lodge of Oregon No. 198, A.F. & A.M.
al clearly demonstrates the extent to which Freemasonry The Importance of Prayer in Freemasonry; Short Talk
places its dependence on God and the efficacy of prayer.
Bulletin, Vol. V June 1927.
Brochure- Welcome to the World of Freemasonry, Grand
Freemasons, as builders of character, work on the inner Lodge of Canada in the Province of Ontario.
man to polish and refine the raw material. The Lodge is a
quiet place conducive to reflection and introspection. The
lectures, charges, and prayers of the several degrees are intended to assist a man to contemplate the deeper meaning
of life and to ponder his place and purpose in it. To think
seriously about the eternal Why am I here? Where did I
come from? What am I doing here? And where do I go
“Freemasonry: The once and future thing.”
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Some Thoughts About

“Secrecy”
By R.W. Bro. Garnet E. Schenk
The topic for discussion in this paper is Secrecy. What is
it, why, and what are the limits? David C. Bradley wrote
a interesting educational booklet entitled Penetrating the
Veil. The title of the book aptly describes what we have to
do to understand the meaning of secrecy. Questions that it
raises include; What is secrecy? Do we see secrecy purely
as an edict to be obeyed? We can see in the idea of secrecy
a set of guideposts that leads toward penetrating the veil
and growth in Masonic Knowledge. We also see, to whom,
how, and when it is appropriate to communicate that
knowledge to others. The final charge in E. A. degree we
are called upon to make a daily advancement in Masonic
Knowledge. The consequence of undertaking the necessary work to make that daily advancement gives us the understanding to penetrate the veil. We know that even the
elementary and superficial secrets of our Order must not
be communicated to unqualified persons, and the reason
for this injunction is not so much because those secrets
have any special value, but because that silence is intended
to be typical of that which applies to the greater and deeper secrets which is available only to the Mason who has
learned to use his spiritual imagination to understand that
which lies behind the veil of outward symbol.

The whole of our ritual can be studied in practically any
library, bookstore and on the internet. The question for
us really is “What is left to keep secret?” So, what are the
secrets we pledge to keep inviolate? - Words, signs and tokens? The true secrets of Masonry cannot be defined in
such simple terms. The real secret of Masonry cannot be
described at all. It is something that can only be learned
by experience and patience, and in particular by making
a daily advancement in Masonic Knowledge. It can be
summed up in a phrase in the V.O.S.L. Ask – and you will
receive. Seek – and you will find. Knock and the door will
be opened, implying that we are created to be always in
search for truth. Merely to know certain facts about the
hidden side of life unless the knowledge is allowed to influence and adapt our method of living to the truth disclosed. The knowledge becomes transmuted into wisdom,
and the Mason lives out the truth in that wisdom as he
sees it.

Throughout the rituals and our lectures, the references
made to the Lodge are not the building in which we meet.
The building itself is intended to be but a symbol, a veil
of allegory concealing something else. The real Lodge referred to throughout the rituals is our own personalities. If
Leading Masonic scholars of all times have agreed that we interpret our doctrines in the light of this fact, we shall
symbols of the Fraternity are susceptible of the most pro- find that it reveals an entirely new aspect for the purpose
found interpretation and thus reveal to the truly initiated of the Craft. The fact that Masonry is a system of morality
certain secrets concerning spiritual realities of life. Wis- veiled in allegory and illustrated by symbols implies that
dom drapes her truth with symbolism and covers her in- there are secrets which the Mason is in search of when he
sights with allegory. Truth is not lost, but yet it must be journeys from the rough ashlar toward the perfect ashlar.
sought for and found. There is an eternal paradox here, the
Word appears to be lost, yet is ever with us. The light that The Masonic teachings take us on a journey that tells us
illumes the distant horizon shines in our hearts. “Thou we are imperfect beings, conscious of something lacking
would’st not seek me had’st thou not found me.”
to us that would make us what hope to be. The very essence of Masonic doctrine in this world is that all men
The ritual is rich with parables and symbols. A parable are in search of something in their own nature which they
usually is a simple story used to illustrate a moral or spir- have lost, but with proper instruction and by their own
itual lesson. The Ritual like the V.O.S.L. parables for in- patience and industry they hope to find. Souls are drawn
struction.
but slowly to the Light, and their perfecting and transmutation into that Light is often very gradual.
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Our teaching is purposely veiled in allegory and symbol
and its deeper import does not appear on the surface of
the ritual itself. The deeper secrets in Masonry, like the
deeper secrets of life, are heavily veiled. They are disclosed
to those who act upon the hint given in our lectures, “Seek and ye shall find: ask and ye shall have; knock and it
shall be opened unto you.” It rests within ourselves whether Masonry remains for us what its outward and superficial side appears to be merely a series of symbolic rites, or
whether we allow those symbols to pass into our lives and
become realities therein.

square and compasses combines with the symbol of the
centre to make darkness visible.

Few people think of the public perception of Freemasonry and are content to blissfully sail along until confronted. Then, not being prepared, and not having the answers
ready, they clam up and slink away. This is ever so true
with the books like the Da Vinci Code. We need to be
prepared. Freemasonry does not need to be defended, it
must be explained. It can be explained by the true initiate
who never proclaims himself as such and who is content
to plant his seed for the welfare of his brethren and leaving
G-d to give the increase.

The Strategic Plan, “Strengthening the West Gate” sets out
how the Mason should communicate by his word, his conduct and his attitude the content of the lessons contained
therein. Thus, to be a true Master Mason is not just to attain knowledge for oneself, but to convey that knowledge
in the right way, at the right time and under the right conditions.

One of Masonry’s basic lessons is that to understand you
must experience; the real secrets of Masonry must be lived.

The Vision Statement ensures the “Timeless vitality of
Freemasonry in Ontario”, and the Mission Statement is
based core virtues of Brotherly Love, Relief, and Truth.
Masonic vitality begins with each member of the Lodge.
The first step is to live the Craft each day through the application of the working tools in one’s life, embracing the
Masonry is a quest for something.
message that Freemasonry conveys to us at the most per“Paradise Lost” is not just the name of Milton’s famous sonal level. The tyled Lodge gives us the opportunity to
work, but also the real theme of Masonry, which is built reflect on our own life and to contemplate how the lessons
on the ancient mysteries.
help us expand our awareness of the world around us.

I will conclude this discussion on secrecy with a quote
from the V.O.S.L.” Get knowledge, get wisdom; but in all
thy gettings, get understanding,” exclaims the great TeachConcluding Thoughts
er. Understanding depends upon the gift of the Spiritual
Light, which in turn depends on the ardour of our desire
A story that makes a point or teaches is a parable. The rit- for it.
ual can be thought of as a parable or a series of parables.
Like the parables taught in the V.O.S.L., the Ritual both
conceals and reveals. It conceals the truth from vulgar Resources:
eyes, but it reveals the truth to those who are prepared to
receive it. Light is granted in proportion to the desire of The Meaning of Masonry, W. L. Wilmshurst, Gramercy
our hearts, but for some Masons the Order sheds no light Books. New York
at all, because light is not their desire nor is the meaning Penetrating the Veil, David C. Bradley, Grand Lodge A.F,
of light in its true sense understood or wished for by them. & A.M. of Canada in the Province of Ontario.
Knights of the Round Table Material, Grand Lodge of A.F.
All true Masons know their work is not secret, but they & A.M of Canada on the Province of Ontario.
realize that it must remain unknown to all who do not Manly P. Hall, Masonic Researcher and Author.
live the true Masonic life. Yet if the so-called secrets of Epictetus, Quotes From.
Freemasonry were preached on the street corner our Fra- The Strategic Plan, Strengthening the West Gate, Grand
ternity would be safe: certain spiritual qualities are neces- Lodge of A.F. & A.M. of Canada in the Province of Onsary before the Masonic secrets can be understood by the tario.
brethren themselves. The Masonic life forms the first key V.0.S.L., King James Version.
to the inner Temple and without this key none of the doors Esoteric Handbook for the E.A. Mason, Robert V. Lund.
can be opened to understand the things that are concealed
therein. Learn to turn the Hiram Key and unlock the secrets of the Craft. Understanding how the message of the
“Freemasonry: The once and future thing.”
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Seeds
Given by R.W. Bro Raymond R. Meadows at his Official Visit to Nipissing Lodge No.
420, District of Nipissing Muskoka
As a gardener, it is common knowledge that your seeds must be chosen wisely. Poor choices give poor results.
It may seem odd that I would choose seeds as a topic of discussion when a blanket of snow covers the ground. However, I chose it to point out that one of the beauties of a Masonic seed is that it can grow anywhere and at any time of
the year! The cold freezing rain can cause much damage to the growth of a seed. So too, the icy stare, frigid remark,
or cold shoulder may cause severe damage to the growth of a Masonic seed of fellowship. When a man’s self respect is
assailed, his spiritual wellness is damaged. Masonic seeds need to be nurtured by acts of kindness and brotherly love.
In caring for our Masonic seeds, we must not neglect the continuing care and attention necessary to permit brotherly
love to flourish and achieve the chief point in Masonry: “to endeavour to be happy ourselves and to communicate that
happiness to others”.
Every member needs to be treated like an honoured guest at your home! You would never, as a good host, leave someone alone or uninformed as to what was happening in your home. Nor should any brother feel less than an honoured
guest in our fraternity.
A feeling of belonging as a valued member of a fraternity is a powerful emotion. There are many little things that we
can do to enhance this feeling of belonging. Mentoring is one way to strengthen these bonds of friendship. Over the
years, I have heard many members express their uneasiness in taking on the task of mentoring. It is perfectly fine to ask
for help! Showing up is more than half the task accomplished! Your continued support, even if only by your presence is
proof to that Masonic seed of that value you place in them. A sense of shared value is a powerful motivator for somebody to want participate in some way. There are many ways to contribute. You need only ask your Master, how can I
contribute? He will gladly assign you a task!
Communication is like water to a Masonic seed! When you communicate you are providing much more than information. You are giving the receiver of that communication a sense of value and a feeling of belonging that sprouts a
great feeling of fraternal affection, a sense of joy and happiness. That happiness is then shared with others and again, we
arrive at the chief point of Masonry!
Therefore, it is evident to the true Mason, that you receive by giving! When the “Golden Rule” is applied to your daily
life, you are indeed achieving the chief point in Masonry and nurturing that Masonic seed! Choose your seed wisely
and nurture it abundantly!

“Freemasonry: The once and future thing.”
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Installation of Mapleleaf Lodge No. 119
in Bath Ontario
The 161st year of Maple Leaf Lodge No. 119 in Bath got
under way on Monday, December 9, 2019 when W. Bro.
Chris Wales was invested as the Worshipful Master for the
year 2020. The Lodge was very pleased on this occasion
as Bro. Wales was one of those Masons who had to step
back for personal reasons and was able to return after a
few years and pick up right where he left off. Another reason to celebrate was the Investiture of no Past Masters in
the line-offices for the first time in many years for this very
small community. With a loaded Trestle Board, the Lodge
anxiously awaits the year ahead!

Picture 1(above) - W. Bro. Chris Wales is seated with his
Installing Master, R.W. Bro. Tim Barber (new Secretary)
and flanked by his Junior Warden, Bro. David Sutherland,
and Senior Warden, Bro. Jonathan Daniel, and surrounded by the members and visitors in attendance.
Picture 2(to the right) - The new Worshipful Master
with his Installing Master and sponsors, R.W. Bro. Tom
Hogeboom and V.W. Bro. Graeme McDonald.
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London Districts Orientation Session for Lodge Wardens

Nilestown Masonic Hall November 23, 2019.
(l-r) R.W. Bro. Michael Kenney, DDGM London West District, W. Bro. Michael Harper, Keynote speaker,
R.W. Bro. Jamie Ireland PDDGM Board of General Purposes. R.W. Bro. Rick Cadotte, F.C.F. PDDGM,
R.W. Bro. Randy Dunlop, DDGM London East District.

Middlesex Lodge No. 379 Family Christmas Luncheon

Lamplighter Inn November 24, 2019.
(l-r) V.W. Bro. David Cameron WM-elect, R.W. Bro. Chad Moore WM, R.W. Bro. Randy Dunlop, DDGM London
East District, R.W. Bro. John R. MacLeod PDDGM.
“Freemasonry: The once and future thing.”
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Since 1958 the Blood Donor Committee of the Grand Lodge of A. F. & A. M.
of Canada in Province of Ontario has worked hard to ensure that all Masons
know about the work of the of Canadian Blood Services and are encouraged to
give Blood!
At the Annual Communication of Grand Lodge in July of 2018 is was recommended by the Management Committee and approved by the membership to
discontinue the Blood Donor Committee of Grand Lodge.
However, it is highly recommended that the Brethren of the Jurisdiction

continue to give blood! It is a noble act of charity which does more good than we
will ever know.

It was the mandate of the former Committee to promote the selfless act of giving
blood and to keep records of the number of donations that were given throughout the Jurisdiction.
To use a phrase from our Grand Master, M.W. Bro. David Cameron

GIVING BLOOD SAVES LIVE-KEEPING STATISTICS DOES NOT

Click Here to find a clinic near you
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The
E d u c a t i o n a l
Value
of The Ritual
By R.W. Bro. Garnet Schenk
The purpose of the Masonic Ritual is appropriately described in a portion of our own ritual as a “Beautiful
System of Morality Veiled in Allegory and Illustrated by
Symbols.” Our symbolism is found throughout our Masonic Lodges and includes many of the Working Tools of a
medieval stonemason. The whole system is transmitted to
initiates through the medium of the Masonic Ritual which
consists of lectures and allegorical plays.

The concept of giving out of giving out something is identified in our ritual. A few examples will suffice. The Prayer
given at the entrance of the candidate to the Lodge is a
plea to the Great Architect of the Universe that the candidate be enabled to display true godliness, to the honour
and glory of His Holy Name. Another example is that the
candidate is asked if he has a general desire for knowledge
that would render himself more serviceable to his fellow
creatures. The charity lecture also has something to say
A Masonic ritual is described as the scripted words and about giving. The etymology of the word implies benevoactions that are spoken or performed during the degree lent goodwill toward humanity and generosity and helpwork in a Masonic Lodge. Masonic Symbolism is used fulness toward the needy.
to illustrate the principles which Freemasonry espouses.
From time immemorial is a term or phrase that factors Taking knowledge in is a good starting point but the true
into the mix. It has special meaning for Masons, in that it educational value is a further process of bringing out the
means beyond the living memory of a people and identi- innate capacity and ability to interpret and use what has
fies the historical framework within which created order been learned for his own development and for the good
has existed. Information flows from the simple world view of society. That is what is expected on an educated Mason.
respecting the Creator’s teachings which sets out a holistic Like true education, which implies a giving out from withapproach to life. As our fraternity has been formed and in, the value of the of the ritual lies in what is forthcoming
maintained in perfect unanimity and concord it is our from a mason which improves his understanding of, and
duty to transmit the genuine tenets of our time-honoured the application of, the various charges that his own power
institution pure and unimpaired from generation to gen- of thought can bring forth.
eration.
Rituals are tools that give us the freedom to take responsiWhen we talk about the educational value of the ritual, bility for the direction and purpose of our lives. Our task
we are talking about a value that goes beyond the idea of is to seize and shape this freedom as men and as Masons.
the simple act of learning information. If we look at the The ritual in a true sense encourages us achieve this goal.
Latin derivative for the word education, it comes from “e” We are invited by the ritual to make a daily advancement
out, “duco” I Lead, and “ion” the act of leading out. Ma- in Masonic knowledge and to study the liberal arts and
sonic education is not just taking in in information from sciences as may lie within compass of our attainment. The
outside sources, but it also includes the idea of giving out chisel points out the advantages of education by which
information. It is more than learning about Freemasonry, means alone we are rendered fit members of very well-orit includes a measure of Masonic culture and the capacity ganized society. Exertion and perseverance are necessary
for service to humanity and the community in general.
for a Mason to achieve a high standard of Masonic education.
“Freemasonry: The once and future thing.”
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The following are some points as to how the Masonic Ritual links us to things from time immemorial Rituals affirm human mystery and mutability and connects to the
universal. They also serve as a bridge between our outer
and inner worlds, between the profane and the sacred and
between the ordinary and the extraordinary.

Building is what Masonry is all about; building a better
person, a better community, and a better world – all in
that order.

Rituals help us balance the work of our outer and inner
lives and aid us in the expression of our soul and spirit.

The Book of the Work; Grand Lodge of A.F. & A.M. of
Canada in the Province of Ontario.
Strengthening the West Gate; Grand Lodge of A.F. & A.M
of Canada in the Province of Ontario.
Manual for Masonic Instructors and Students; Grand
Lodge of A.F. & A.M of Canadian the Province of Ontario.
The Hidden Code in Freemasonry, Robert V. Lund; Published by Robert V Lund, Mississauga.
Rituals Help us Celebrate our Lives; Psychology Today.
Why Rituals are still Relevant Today; Alison Bone.
Wikipedia; Ritual defined.
The Educational Value of Freemasonry; M.W. Bro. I. R.
Smith.
Religion and Ritual; Internet Research.

The Mission Statement of Grand Lodge has at its core the
Masonic Virtues of Brotherly Love, Relief, and Truth. All
the above points have a clear connection to our MasonRituals give us a sense of belonging. Rituals awaken in us ic Ritual. Clearly expressed in the words of the strategic
that which is eternal within us and show us how our indi- plan, “it is there to transmit the Ritual, Philosophy, and
vidual lives are connected and are a part of a much grand- Governance of the Craft to the next generation of Masonic leaders in a manner that will demonstrate that we
er design.
have diligently applied those lessons taught one the Lodge
room floor.”
Rituals remind us of the interconnectedness of all life.
like
are
Rituals
renewal.
of
sense
a
Rituals also provide
oasis in deserts. They provide a time to rest, restore our- The Work has stood the test of time. The Work is so eloselves on the winding path through life. They also help us quently fashioned, its phrases have a certain cadence that
they tend to describe, with a measuring all their own. The
to re-evaluate and reaffirm that we are on the right path.
Rituals take us out of the ordinary things of life and trans- proper portrayal of the Ritual will make the candidate feel
port us to a sacred space. Rituals create mystical and mys- that it was meant especially for him.
terious of symbolic reenactment.
Our Masonic Ritual sends the individual Master Mason
Rituals give us a way to connect to our heritage. They act on a journey towards the “center from which he cannot
as a bridge between past and the future and they help us err”. Thus, to be a true Master Mason was not just to attain
knowledge for oneself, but to convey that knowledge to
access, honour, and strengthen our Masonic identity.
The ritual process provides a sense of stability and an on- those who would follow. If we refer to paragraph three,
page I where we defined the word education, we get algoing was to structure our lives.
most the identical idea. To appreciate the true educational
Rituals give meaning to our Masonic journeys and a sense value of the Ritual we must give out that information and
of purpose in our lives. The practice of rituals over time knowledge by our words, deeds. and actions through service to humanity, the community in general and by reverhas the power to transform us.
ence and gratitude to the G.A.O.T.U.
The Masonic Ritual gives us the necessary tools for co-creReferences:
ating our own lives.

Strengthening the West Gate, the Strategic Plan for Growth
and Vitality of Freemasonry in Ontario supports the concept of the educational value of the Ritual. First, it states
that the fundamental reason why Grand Lodge undertook
the development of a Strategic Plan was to reaffirm why
Freemasonry exists in Ontario and what it wants to accomplish in the foreseeable future.
Other statements in the plan that support the educational value of the Ritual include the following: Ensuring the
timeless vitality of Freemasonry.
Freemasonry is the current custodian of a “way of life”, or
“a manner of living, working and serving”.
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Some Thoughts on the

Tongue of Good Report
by R.W. Bro. Garnet E. Schenk
The tongue of good report is heard no less than five times
in the process of admitting a candidate for initiation. Being “under the tongue of good report” is equivalent, in
Masonic technical language, to being of good character
or reputation. It is required that the candidate for initiation should be of whom no tongue speaks evil. In the early
rituals of eighteenth century, the tongue is called the key
to the secrets of Freemasonry. One of the toasts that was
used was similar to the following; “To that excellent key of
a Mason’s tongues which ought always to speak in the absence of Brother as in his presence. When that cannot be
done with honour, justice, or propriety, adopts the virtue
of a Mason which is Silence”

owed something by each Lodge. We can’t let him become
a spectator. We must pay him the wages that are due. We
reach out by using our Lodge resources. B2B, mentor programs and we plan for his active involvement in the work
of the Lodge.
The words “The tongue of good report” say something
about the candidate, but it also speaks clearly too all Masons. Every candidate that comes through the door, is resource, that we all must help shape for his role. We need to
take the rough ashlar and shape it for a supporting role in
the structure of the Temple of Freemasonry. We as Lodge
members need to show how the Ritual fits into our daily
lives.

What do we really mean when we say under the tongue of
good report? Why is it emphasized? Is it just part of the The tongue of good report is the key that gets one into the
ritual that we repeat or is there a deeper meaning?
fraternity and it is the key that allows one to enter each
Lodge meeting thereafter. The key does not simply allow
On entering the Lodge each of us had only two things go- us to enter the Lodge as a spectator but there is an expecing for us; (a) we were under the tongue of good report, tation that we will fully participate in life as a Mason, be
and (b) the other was our own ethical nature or reputa- the Lodge open of closed. If we examine opening words in
tion. Early Rituals contained the question; (q) “What is in each degree, we see that we are to assist with the work
the key to the Lodge door?” (a) It is not made of wood, of Lodge.
stone, iron, steel or any sort of metal – but it is the tongue
of good report. The response indicates that there was an It is more than the repeating of ritual. The words have
investigation and assessment. It further indicates the mor- a deeper meaning for every Mason in the journey from
al character and the ethical standards that are cherished the rough ashlar toward the Perfect Ashlar. The tongue of
by Masonry. The investigation and the assessment indi- good report makes a demand of each Mason 24-7.
cate that the candidate has the quality that enables him to
be a good Mason.
References:
Freemasons are builders, builders of character, builders of
better a community, a nation and a better world in which
we live. By focusing on the Ritual, Education and Mentoring we will indeed Strengthen the West Gate and build of
internal eternal temple not made with hands.

Penetrating the Veil; by David C. Bradley, The Grand
Lodge of A.F. & A.M. of Canada in the Province of Ontario.
The Book of the Work; The Grand Lodge of A.F. & A.M of
Canada in the Province of Ontario.

So who enters under the tongue of good report? All Masons each time they come to Lodge. Therefore, the person Freemasonry – Some Deeper Considerations; Jack Bright,
who can only enter under the tongue of good report is Toye, Kenning and Spencer (Bedworth) Ltd.
“Freemasonry: The once and future thing.”

Page 25

Prince Edward Lodge No. 18 Installation
January 9, 2020.

Lodge opening at 5:30 pm on January 9, 2020, was the start
to the 209th year of Masonry in Picton, Ontario under the
Warrant issued by William Mercer Wilson in 1811. The
evening began with General Business being taken care of
and then all brethren retiring to the Banquet Hall for a
Social at 6:00 pm. Per the Installing Masters instructions,
the Banquet was to begin at exactly 6:30 pm. Marching
in was done at 6:20 pm, to ensure a 6:30 “fork and knife”
degree. To know the Installing Master would be to know
that he expects punctuality in all aspects of the evening.
He believes that if the Summons says the Lodge will open
at 7:30 pm, then the Lodge opens at 7:30 pm. Not 7:29
pm, nor 7:31 pm, but 7:30 pm. Thus, as the brethren of
Prince Edward Lodge No. 18 have become accustomed to,
the banquet did indeed start at 6:30 pm.
The Order of the Eastern Star, as usual, put on a beautifully prepared dinner, including homemade pies. At exactly
6:50 pm, the Master of Ceremonies introduced the head
table guests, which included the Deputy Grand Master,
R.W. Bro. Thomas W. Hogeboom, the District Deputy
Grand Master, R.W. Bro. Wm. Daniel Boyle, the Grand
Pursuivant, V.W. Bro. Dale Porter, and V.W. Bro. Gregory
Stephens, Grand Steward. Also in attendance were four
visiting Masters of the District.
Having completed the introductions at 6:50 pm, Bro. Michael Scott, the Senior Warden and Master-Elect, gave a
wonderfully crafted Toast to Grand Lodge, in which he
praised the Deputy Grand Master for being a frequent
visitor to Prince Edward District, in particular Prince EdPage 26

ward Lodge No. 18, and also for being a mentor to many
a Mason within the District. Bro. Scott spoke of when he
was a Junior Deacon, and how on the evening of the Official Visit he conducted the Candidate of the evening. It
was on that evening he was formally introduced to R.W.
Bro. Hogeboom and was inspired by his words of praise
and encouragement. Since that time, Bro. Mike Scott
knew he could proceed through the chairs to this day with
confidence.
Following Bro. Scott’s Toast to Grand Lodge, the Deputy Grand Master responded. In usual form, R.W. Bro.
Hogeboom not only gave an inspirational response, but
educated the brethren, particularly the incoming Officers of Prince Edward Lodge. He reminded the incoming Officers that their first responsibility is to themselves.
“It is a satisfying thought to know that one is doing his
work well, to be able to face one’s own conscience with the
knowledge that no matter what the task may be, he has not
spared himself, but has given his very best that is in him
to that task.” With those few words, he had captivated his
audience and they held onto his every word for next several minutes. He spoke of the Officers responsibility to the
Lodge, and how “there was an act of confidence by those
who voted for them”, or who appointed them. “It is evident that the members of the Lodge believe that the work
of the office would be in safe and competent hands”, he
continued. Also stating that as Officers, they have the responsibility to maintain that trust. Finally, with regards to
responsibility, the DGM spoke of the responsibility to the
Candidates by the Officers. That the candidates receive
Ontario Mason Magazine Winter 2020

their first impressions inside
a Lodge from those Officers,
and that those “impressions
received on admission to the
Fraternity are likely to be the
most lasting”.
The Deputy Grand Master
concluded his reply with the
responsibility of all members
to support their new Officers
and Master, and that when
duly called upon, should reW. Bro. Michael E. Scott, 2020 spond.
Worshipful Master of Prince
Edward Lodge No. 18

With the banquet ended, the
Installing Master instructed that the brethren should
move as quickly as possible to the Lodge room. The Lodge
moved from refreshment to labour promptly at 7:30 pm.

Hogeboom contrived to make it go just past that. No malice or disrespect was intended, for he and the Installing
Master have become not only Brother’s through Masonry,
but also the best of friends. R.W. Bro. Hogeboom has indeed been an inspiration and shining light in the East to
the Installing Master (literally as he lives East of the I.M.)
for over eighteen years. When he once again gave instructions to the new Worshipful Master on how best to enjoy
his year, and employ and instruct his brethren in Masonry, he captivated his audience. He mentioned that if the
prompter of the evening had the most speaking parts, neither he, nor the brethren in attendance would be enjoying
themselves. The Installing Master believed the prompter
may have fallen asleep after the Ancient Charges, as not
another word was heard from him during the rest of the
evening. The Lodge was then closed in harmony at 9:38
pm.

R.W. Bro. Thomas W. Hogeboom responding to the Toast
to Grand Lodge.
Having resumed labour, the current Worshipful Master Title Photo
instructed the Director of Ceremonies to retire and escort 2020 Lodge Officers along with the DGM, and DDGM.
in the distinguished visitors. Having done so, the Install- Back Row – left to right
ing Master assumed the Chair of King Solomon at 7:43
pm, and commenced with the 2020 Installation and Investiture of Officers of Prince Edward Lodge No. 18. The Installing Board and those assisting consisted of thirty-seven Past Masters, and one Master Mason, making it one of
the largest assembled Installing Boards to date at Prince
Edward Lodge No. 18. Although Prince Edward Lodge
is a small-town Lodge, there were sixty-three Masons in
attendance. Of the 9 Lodges in Prince Edward District,
seven were represented on the Installing Board, as well as Bro. Peter Proctor (S.S.), W. Bro. Robert Manlow (D of
two Lodges from Frontenac District. There were mem- C.), Bro. Glen Staley (S.W.), W. Bro. Andy Juffs (Chap),
bers who traveled over two hours just to be in attendance. Bro. Doug Mudie (J.W.), Bro. Jeff Douglass (J.S.), W. Bro.
James Vandenburg (Tyler)
The new Worshipful Master, W. Bro. Michael Scott was Front Row – left to right
truly moved by the Ceremony of Installation and thanked
the Board of Installed Masters. At the completion of the Bro. John Zandarin (S.D.), Bro. Chad Thompson (J.D.),
Installation and Investiture, W. Bro. Mike Scott had the W. Bro. Lynn Fennell (I.P.M.), W. Bro. Michael Scott
happy occasion to present a 25-year Masonic pin & certif- (W.M.), R.W. Bro. Thomas W. Hogeboom (DGM), R.W.
icate to W. Bro. Todd Taylor. The DGM, DDGM and W. Bro. Wm. Daniel Boyle (DDGM), V.W. Bro. Dale Porter
Bro. David Theakston all participated in the presentation. (Grand Pursuivant & Lodge Secretary)
W. Bro. Theakston was not only one of W. Bro. Taylor’s
sponsors, but also was the Master that Initiated, Passed,
and Raised him. Although W. Bro. Taylor was caught by
surprise in receiving his 25-year pin on this evening, he
gave a response that was from the heart.
At the direction of the Installing Master, the Lodge was
to be closed no later than 9:30 pm, however, R.W. Bro.
“Freemasonry: The once and future thing.”
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Preservation

In our Grand Jurisdiction of Ontario, we have a remarkable Masonic heritage that is represented in every Lodge,
whether it is over 200 years old, or was founded within the last 25 years. No matter the age of your Lodge, all have treasures and history worth preserving.

PRESERVING YOUR MASONIC HISTORY
Given the numerous day to day challenges in maintaining a Lodge, some people may ask if the preservation of Lodge
records and artifacts is worth the effort. The short answer is yes of course, it is one of our responsibilities as Masons.
Your Lodge is a collection of men, whose collective experiences came together and made the Lodge what it is today.
Your Lodge’s Masonic artifacts and documents are your direct links to the past. If your Lodge loses its key connections
to the Masons who have gone before us, you will be doomed to an incomplete understanding of your heritage; you will
have lost some of the tools you need to guide you in the challenges of the future.

What to preserve?
Most Lodges would logically say that the Warrant plus the Minute Books and other records are items that must be
preserved. To reinforce that important point, let us think about what we have already lost. We have many Lodges in
Ontario that are over 150 to 200 years of age, but information from those early days is often sketchy. Niagara No.2 in
Niagara on the Lake is a good example. Most of the Lodge’s records were lost when the town was destroyed in the War
of 1812, while other records and artifacts were burned in a fire in 1860. Think of all the true stories and lessons for the
future that vanished in that destruction.
A legend from that War dates to the Battle of Lundy’s Lane, near Niagara Falls in July of 1814. On the evening before
the Battle, the British and Canadians supposedly invited their Masonic counterparts in the American Army to attend
a Lodge meeting in the British camp. About 50 years later, the Lodge jewel of a Treasurer, in a distinctly early 1800’s
American pattern, was found on the former battlefield. While this does not prove that the Lodge meeting took place,
it does make one wonder. Sadly, no records from that meeting were kept, or if they were, they have not survived. Just
imagine the lessons that could be learned from that particular Lodge meeting, if we had the records to prove it really
“Freemasonry: The once and future thing.”
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happened.
The Secretary of Lodge No.6 In Kingston during the War of 1812 was a Mason who looked to the future. He wrote the
following words in his entry in the Minute Book for the year 1813. As you will note, he realized that he was writing
history for future generations.

“Recorded for the information of succeeding Lodges, that owing to the unpleasant
situation of public affairs and various inconveniences by the War, Lodge No. 6
Ancient York Masons have been unavoidably prevented from meeting in regular
form during the months of May to November of this present year.
Dated December 2, 1813.”
Norfolk No.10 Lodge in Simcoe had a problem in that they had lost some of their earlier 19th century Minute Books.
However they did discover a cache of rough notes taken by the Secretary from that period. The Lodge sorted these
notes by date, had them professionally treated by a paper conservator, and then bound them. While they are not the
missing Minute Books, they nevertheless give a good account of the history of that Lodge. This was an expensive process for the Lodge, but it was one of the priority areas they identified. Without this professional care, the Lodge would
have lost even this record of their distant past.
Some newer Lodges may think that since they are not over a century in age, that they are not historic. Keep in mind that
history is a continuum and that Masonry is a living and evolving institution. Masonic or Lodge history can be as recent
as last year or last month, or yesterday, depending on the event. If we neglect to preserve history now, it will be unavailable forever to our descendants. My advice to the newer Lodges is that as a young Lodge, you have the opportunity to
do it properly from the very start. For example, when you hold a special event, keep a file of the key documents and
supporting items such as a dinner programme. You can lay the foundation now, for a comprehensive Masonic history
that will grow into the future.
The artifacts you hold in your Lodge make your Lodge unique. At Hazeldean Lodge in Kanata, Union Jack is on display
that was carried at the Battle of Dieppe in 1942 by one of the members, who was then serving in the Canadian Army.
Another example is an original painted Trestle Board from 1839 in a Lodge in Eastern Ontario. These Masonic treasures are unique, they can never be replaced, and deserve our attention as preservation priorities.

How to preserve?
Step 1. Set priorities: No organization can afford to do everything. The hoarding of low level priorities will eventually

overwhelm the resources needed to maintain the higher level priorities. All museums have some sort of assessment
programme, whereby the content of the collections are reviewed to determine what should be kept and what can be
deaccessioned. The resources of the museum are then directed in order of priority towards the important items.

A logical way of determining priorities for preservation of Lodge materials is to consider a worst case scenario. Assume
that your Lodge and everything it contains has just been hit by a massive flood. You only have a small budget and other
limited resources available to rescue and conserve selected items. Ask yourself these basic questions.
a) What are the items, in order of priority, that are essential to the recovery of your Lodge to full operating condition
after a disaster?
b) What are the items that are desirable, but not essential to this task?
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Step 2. Keep an inventory of historic items and record Warrants and certificates, photos, banners, works of art,
the data: All too often we hear of Lodge artifacts that have
gone missing over the years. Or, the artifact may be in the
Lodge collection, and seem to be of some sort of historical
significance, but only Brother X knew anything about it
and he passed to the G.L.A. a few years ago. We can’t fix all
the problems of the past, but we can start now to record
what we can before any more information is lost.

as well as antique regalia are often seen proudly displayed
in Ontario Lodges. This is a great way to share your history with Lodge members and visitors, but over a period of
time damage will result in the form of severe fading, if care
is not taken. Iron gall ink was widely used on documents
from the 19th century and is particularly susceptible to
fading on exposure to light.

Most Lodges now have a Lodge Historian, and this can
be a key part of the role of that officer. He does not have
to be a professional historian do do a good job. All that
you need to start is somebody with a general interest and
a ledger book where the item can be described, its location noted, and a short description given. An inventory
on a home computer is a nice tool, if it is available. So is a
digital camera, to document the artifact photographically.
Digital photos are a big help in recovery if the artifact is
ever stolen or lost.

While light is a serious threat, it is also one of the simpler
problems to solve. Items on display in our Lodges have
survived so long because much of the time the lights are
off and the window shades are drawn. It is s simple task to
move any items out of direct sunlight. If this is not possible, ultra violet resistant coatings can be applied over
window glass. It is also possible to have items framed for
display with ultra violet inhibiting plexiglass instead of
regular glass. (While you are re-framing a document, it is
also good to use acid free matts to the project as further
protection for your document.)

It is guaranteed that if you do this work at even a basic level, you will be pleasantly surprised at what may be lurking Another concern is with modern fluorescent light tubes.
They emit high levels of ultra violet, but one can purchase
in deep storage. Here is one example:
and easily install covers that will block most of the ultra
Granite Chapter of Royal Arch Masons in Carleton Place violet.
was consumed by fire in 1910 and the Masonic Temple
was rebuilt in 1911. Any Royal Arch Mason will recognize Other preventive maintenance is just good common
the significance of the keystone in Royal Arch ritual. One sense. It is beyond the scope of this discussion to get into
Saturday morning about 2 years ago, during a cleanup technical details, but excessive humidity in the summer,
of a back storage closet, in one filthy cardboard box, was excessive dry air in the winter can damage your artifacts.
found a marble keystone that was scorched and cracked, However, this sort of environmental damage can be easily
with chunks missing from its top. Nobody alive today controlled with modern de-humidifiers in summer, and
realized that we had this object. It turned out that it was furnaces with humidifiers in the winter. The major conthe keystone from the Chapter, that had gone through the cern is to avoid abrupt changes in temperature and hufire a century ago. Today, we have the keystone on display midity.
during appropriate parts of the ritual and use it as a tool in
our Masonic education. It is sometimes used it to discuss If you do have high priority objects that require serious
the story of the symbolic Masonic bird, the Phoenix, that attention, it is well worth the money to call in the professionals. Norfolk No.10 raised the money to hire a prois consumed by fire, rises again from its own ashes.
fessional paper conservator as mentioned earlier to treat
Step 3. Adopt an historic resource conservation pro- the Secretary’s notes. Their conservator also re-bound the
gramme: This step is like asking how high is up, because it Minute Books to ensure that no pages would be lost. This
can become very complex given the nature of the historic Lodge also raised funds and hired a professional art conitems at your Lodge. However, it does not always have to servator to treat two original 19th century portraits of our
be complex or costly, and any attention paid to this at all first Grand Master, M.W. Bro. W. M. Wilson. While a good
deal of money was spent, the Lodge has now guaranteed
will be well worth the time and money.
that their heritage items will survive well into the 21st cenLight is an important element of our Masonic ritual. How- tury and beyond.
ever, direct light, specifically ultra violet rays, is a serious
enemy of many paper and cloth items. Framed Lodge
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Consider Some Museum Concepts:
Today as Masons we no longer regard everything related to our Lodges as secret. As M. W. Bro. D. H. Mumby
often advised during his term as Grand Master, “let your
light shine.” This direction has opened up another way
to promote the preservation of Lodge treasures. Some of
our older Lodges are rich in historical Masonic treasures.
Niagara No.2 contains many treasures. Fortunately, the
Lodge had a spare room and was able to dedicate it to a
museum, which was officially opened in 1981 as part of
the restoration plans for the Lodge building. This museum continues to provide a valuable teaching resource to
Masons and to the local community during open house
events.
St. Lawrence Lodge in Southampton has gone a step further. They did not have the luxury of a space for an inhouse Lodge museum, but are lucky to have a first rate
local museum in the community, the Bruce County Museum & Archives. They developed a temporary exhibit on
local Freemasonry for their 150th anniversary in 2011.
This project was an interesting precedent for Lodges in
other communities to study.
Pioneer villages in Ontario, in cooperation with Grand
Lodge, local Masonic Lodges, and Heritage Lodge, have
added Masonic Lodges to their restorations so visitors can
experience Masonic history directly. When you are traveling, you can see these museum quality restorations at
Black Creek Pioneer Village in Toronto, Upper Canada
Village near Morrisburg, Fanshawe Pioneer Village near
London, and most recently, the Essex County Transportation Museum near Windsor.

digital exhibit. (Please be assured that we are aware of security issues, and would respect such concerns by NOT
divulging the location of these items if that information
on line would create a risk.)
In all these museum examples, the important point to
make is that awareness is a key early step in any preservation project. As Masons, we sometimes become complacent about the historical value of artifacts and documents
in our Lodges. In addition, the general public, unaware
of Masonic rituals, cannot be expected to understand the
significance of our artifacts and documents, unless we give
them some help. In both cases, a museum concept in the
Lodge goes a long ways to helping spread the word about
the significance of our Masonic history and heritage.

When should we do all this?
The process takes time, but much good work can be done
on small budgets, if we have dedicated people to carry
out the work. Please take some time to have another look
at the objects stored or displayed in your Lodge, you may
find some local treasures worthy of further attention.
Any progress, no matter how modest at the start, will be
worthwhile.
The concept of the preservation of Masonic treasures can
be a fascinating and fulfilling contribution to Freemasonry in general. If we can assist a Lodge with advice or ideas
for preservation options, please feel free to contact us and
we will do whatever we can to help.

The time to start is now, before anything else is lost forever. Your descendants will thank you for your good work
in the years to come. Remember the foresight of that
Grand Lodge in Hamilton also holds a collection of his- Lodge Secretary in Kingston, back in 1813, who wrote
toric Masonic objects. These are exhibited in glass cases these words.
and are available for Masons to view whenever they visit
Grand Lodge. However, we have a lot of work to do to turn “Recorded for the information of succeeding Lodges.”
the collection into a first rate museum display. It all takes
time.
The Grand Lodge collection is in Hamilton, so not all
Masons can visit on a regular basis. The Library, Museum
and Archives Committee recognizes this challenge and is
working on the development of a digital museum that will
be presented on our web site. In due course, we hope to
place a photo and caption of key objects from the Grand
Lodge collection in this digital museum display. We would
also like to ask Ontario Lodges with historic items if they
would think about sharing photos of their artifacts in this
Page 32
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Charles A. Sankey Lecture
in Masonic Studies
Sunday, March 22, 2020 at 3 p.m.
Sean O’Sullivan Theatre,
Brock University

Lecturer:
Prof. Cécile Révauger
Professor Emerita of English
Studies at Bordeaux University
Bordeaux, France

“Enlightenment, Gender and Race:
Personal Reflections on Leading
Issues in Masonic Studies”
This event is free, but tickets are required. To reserve your ticket online,
please go to sankeylectures.ca and click the TICKETS link.

Generously sponsored by

Grand Lodge A.F. & A.M.
of Canada in the
Province of Ontario

Seal of the Lodge Les Amis de l'Humanité, Paris, 1846
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70 Years A Mason

On January 13th 2020, Maple Leaf Lodge No 119 in Bath had the happy occasion to present W. Bro. Harold Sills with
his 70 Year pin. It was a great evening, made that much better, with the Sills family including children and grandchildren in attendance. There were many members from around Frontenac District in attendance including a big turnout
of brethren from his Mother Lodge, Albion No 109.
The Deputy Grand Master was in attendance to make the presentation and there were many brethren who have known
Harold for decades that rose to speak to his affable character and very long standing commitment to The Craft.
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A Masonic Podcast for the
betterment of Freemasonry
Started in April 2019 - The Brethren of York District have been hard at work
bringing interesting topics to the airwaves. The first Masonic podcast in Ontario
is just picking up steam.

UPCOMING GUESTS
BRO. JOHNNY ROYAL

W. BRO. MICHAEL SCHIAVELLO

SCOTT HAMMELL (CANDIDATE)

AND MANY MORE!
York District App created
by Bro. Gino Sgovio

Available for listen on Google Podcasts,
Apple Podcast, Breaker, Spotify,
Anchor, Stitcher, Beanpod, Overcast,
Pocketcast & many more

F3K News
Bulletin.

Travel Safe,
Gino, Burt, & Steve
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THE PURPOSE OF CRAFT LODGES
The original purposes of Lodges of non-operative or speculative Masons were to offer support and encouragement
in times of difficulty, to provide a vehicle for charity, and to dispense financial help where needed, to encourage good
principles, and to meet the need of all men for congenial society. I do not think the purpose are any different today.
There are many reasons why different men join, or remain in Lodge, but I think there are several which all of us will
recognize.
For most, the ritual is a continual source of joy. It is generally good, and sometimes superb prose, something that today
we are starved for. The Church no longer supplies it, radio sometimes, and television and modern literature never. Yet
the appeal of good writing is revealed at any meeting in the breathless hush when one of the great charges is well delivered, or the injunction of charity, or the address to the Master at the Installation (as examples).
Where, today, does the average man receive any instruction in ethics and good conduct? From the church sometimes,
but from television and modern literature, with their emphasis on evil, degradation, lust and violence, almost never.
Contrary on what we are led to believe in the press, television or literature, the majority prefer good to evil, seek to do
the best they can, enjoy the beauty of the world, weep when they must, and laugh when they can. Yet virtue does not
spring fully armed into the soul of man. It is learned, as the prophet tells us, precept upon precept, line unto line, here
a little and there a little, and in that way, Masonry leaves its imprint on the souls of the men who listen to, and try to
observe its precepts.
Another need for most is the opportunity to do something for others. I believe that Lodges should be putting more
emphasis than they do on the charitable work of the Craft.
We have not kept pace with the times, and much of the apathy that exists in Lodges is quite simply because we have
drifted, and have not presented worthwhile challenges to our brethren.
Like the societies from which we have sprang, we should be careful to offer comfort and support to our brethren and
their families in time of trouble and affliction. This is not the duty of the Almoner, in exoneration of the rest of us, but
a duty imposed by our membership in the Craft. Each of us should make sure that we are aware of the troubles of our
fellows, and ever ready to pour the healing balm of consolation into the bosom of the afflicted, and to drop a tear of
sympathy over the failings of a brother.
At a different level, Masonry is a means of self improvement. Most of us are orators, and all will remember the trepidation when we raised our voices at instruction. To learn to speak so that we are heard, to think on our feet, and not be
paralyzed by nerves when called upon to say a few words is surely a worthwhile use of time.
Finally, all men need relaxation and social life. Why did Masonry prosper in the fifties and sixties? Surely because men
enjoyed their Masonry, and spoke enthusiastically about it so others wanted to join. Let us bring the fun back into Masonry. Let us enjoy the present time, without looking over our shoulders at a vanished past, or dreading a future which
may never come. If we learn to make our gatherings pleasant and enjoyable social occasions, which we remember and
talk about with pleasure, it is just possible that the world will once more seek to join us, because it is a good and pleasant
for brethren to dwell together in unity.
Author unknown, reprinted from the Brock Broadcaster February 2020.
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Military Masons
Freemasons have served with distinction in the defense of Canada throughout our history. Many of them have been
called upon to pay the Supreme Sacrifice.

Worshipful Brother and Major General Malcolm Smith Mercer

One of General Sir Arthur Currie’s Masonic Brethren serving overseas was General Malcolm Smith Mercer, hailing
from what is now the Toronto area. General Mercer was a member of Victoria Masonic Lodge and was also the Worshipful Master of River Park Masonic Lodge in 1906. Like General Sir Arthur Currie, (who eventually commanded the
Canadian Corp on the Western Front), General Mercer had been active in the Militia, serving as a senior officer in the
Queen’s Own Rifles of Canada. Like General Currie, his concurrent military experience and his various Lodge offices
supported each other in his developing skills as a natural leader. Rapidly promoted to senior rank overseas during
the First World War, he never lost his concern for the men in the trenches; many of them were of course his Masonic
Brethren.
It was estimated that between 10% to 15% of all serving Canadian soldiers were Freemasons.
He would often go right up to the front lines to visit his soldiers and Brethren, and to observe the action first hand. The
personal concern he showed for the soldiers in the field was greatly appreciated by everyone.
On June 2, 1916, the Germans began a sudden and terrific bombardment of the Canadian trench lines at Mount Sorrel.
General Mercer was as usual right up at the front. Early on the morning of June 3, he was deafened by the the German
shells exploding right on top of him, sought shelter in a nearby ditch, then was wounded in the leg by a stray bullet. He
soon disappeared in the brutal artillery barrage that followed. Tragically, the General could not be found. It was feared
“Freemasonry: The once and future thing.”
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that he had been killed in action, and buried by the thou- next to the body, they dug with their hands, their mess tins
sands of explosions of the artillery shells.
and bayonets, until the body could be raised and carried
back behind the lines to safety.
Such was the affection and respect that Brother Mercer
had inspired, that several small detachments of Canadi- The body of the General was buried in the British Comans volunteered to find him, dead or alive, regardless of monwealth War Graves Cemetery of Lijssenthoek, Belthe risk. Accordingly, several days later, on June 21, one gium, in Flanders, with the standard military headstone,
group of soldiers was crawling late at night in the mud of beside fellow Canadian soldiers and Brother Masons.
No Man’s Land near Armagh Wood on their search. They General Mercer is the highest ranking Canadian ever to
observed an officer’s boot and then the insignia of a Major be killed in combat in any war.
General on a body partly buried by the mud. There they
found the body of their General, very indecently interred. Be Inspired • Get Knowledge • Get Wisdom
They attempted to raise the body, but were fired upon, first
by German snipers and then artillery. Lying in the mud,

London East and London West District Deputy Grand
Masters Visit to G. Fred Kingsmill Chapter of DeMolay

On Nov 6, 2019 R.W. Bro. Randy Dunlop, DDGM London East District (3rd from left), and R.W. Bro. Michael Kenney, DDGM London West District (3rd from right) attended the initiation of a new member at the G. Fred Kingsmill
Chapter of DeMolay in London.
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But there was a ten day period in the middle of January
that was very busy. Two amalgamations – Unity Lodges
No. 606 and 710 came together in Brampton, and three
Lodges in St. Catharines became Reunion Lodge No. 103.
That latter event was preceded by a Burns supper, one
of three I attended that evening! My wife and the Grand
Director of Ceremonies’ wife were attending the Electric
Lodge No. 495 Burns supper. While we were in St. Catharines so we dropped by on the way home to catch the
charity auction. Since Hugh Murray Lodge No. 602 was
having their Burns supper right next door, I was able to
visit some of their members. This year set a record for me,
as in addition to the three that night, I attended the Burns
supper of St. Andrew’s Lodge No. 593, and the Scottish
degree and Burns supper of Battlefield Lodge No. 61. A
snowstorm kept us from making the Maple Leaf Lodge
No. 600 Burns supper. At the end of the week, I might say
I was burnt out!
For a break from Scottish events, I had a great time at
the Tuscan Lodge No. 195 Irish Whiskey tasting night
in London. And in the middle of all that Celtic aura, we
performed the impressive Ceremony of Dedication of a
Lodge Hall using the 1947 booklets. Wentworth Lodge
No. 166 has renovated an old church hall into a beautiful
lodge room. It even has a pipe organ!
On a more sombre note, I attended a memorial service for
R.W. Bro. George Hinds, very ably put on by Orient Lodge
No. 339 in Weston.
And to finish off the month, a visit to Cedar Lodge No.
270 in Oshawa, a Management Committee meeting in
Hamilton, and a relaxing weekend in Frankenmuth with
the brethren and families of my mother Lodge and our
sister Lodge in Michigan.

GM Blog January 2020
Brethren,

After a hectic month of travelling in December, the quiDavid Cameron
etness of early January was welcome. I had a chance to go
Grand Master
to events of a couple of the Lodges I belong to, the W.M.’s
banquet at St. John’s No. 20, and the GP meeting of my
mother Lodge, Grand River Lodge No. 151. I was able to
get a lot of writing done, as well as finishing up the planning details of the All Canada Conference of Grand Masters.
It was great to meet and hear from the DDGMs from all
over the province at our mid-term meeting, and touch
base with our Board members at their meeting the next
week.
“Freemasonry: The once and future thing.”
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