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“Masonry … Making a Difference”
is the Grand Master’s theme and I
hope that you will find it reflected
within the pages of your new Ontario
Mason Magazine. You will find the
predominant emphasis in the articles
is on Masonry in the community,
showing how Masons make a
difference in the lives of others.

Consider exercising your support by
assisting them with your donation to
continue the Masonic commitments
which assist society on your behalf.

In redesigning the magazine, we have
used 60 lb. Allegro gloss paper and a
better size of font to help all of us in
reading and enjoying the magazine.
Our hope is that you find the articles
interesting and provocative, offering
you something new and sometimes
something old presented in a new
way.
The “Yellow Envelope” included
with your magazine for Masonic
Foundation allows us to exercise the
love of our fellowman by making a
contribution to that organization that
embodies the principle of Masonry
in Action in our communities.

V.W. Bro. W. Bruce Miller ‑ Editor

DISCLAIMER:
The Ontario Mason Magazine advises that, while the greatest of care has been taken in
compiling the contents of The Ontario Mason (this “Publication”) the editor, designer
and publisher cannot accept any responsibility for any errors or omissions that may occur.
This publication has been formulated in good faith and the publisher believes its contents
to be accurate. However, the contents of the publication are not intended as, and do not
amount to, a recommendation (either expressly or by implication) and should not be relied
upon in lieu of professional advice. Neither the publisher, The Grand Lodge of Canada in
the Province of Ontario nor this publication make any representation; give any warranty
or guarantee concerning the information published. The publisher disclaims any and all
loss or damage which may be incurred by any reader relying upon information contained
in the publication whether that loss or damage is caused by any fault, error or negligence
on the part of the publisher, its directors or employees. Editorial opinions expressed in
the publication are not necessarily those of The Ontario Mason, the publisher or the staff
of The Grand Lodge of Canada in the Province of Ontario.

To all contributors:
The factual accuracy of an article is the contributor’s responsibility. The opinions expressed by the authors do not necessarily reflect those of
the Grand Lodge A.F & A.M. of Canada in the Province of Ontario, or those of the Ontario Mason Committee.
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As I write this editorial we have
buried another of our soldiers who
was a Mason. A large contingent of
our Ottawa Brethren were on hand
at the interment of Sgt. Eades, of
Balmoral Lodge (GL of Alberta), to
express regrets and sympathy to his
wife and family and to show that
Masons are also a part of the family.
We continue to think of those who
would protect our country and on
Remembrance Day we now share
the pain and the sorrow of those who
continue to lose their loved ones in
the combat zone. It is all too close at
hand to be considered a thing of the
past. It touches each and every one
of us.
As we enjoy our Masonry freely in
Canada, there are many Masons in
active service overseas who may wish
to also enjoy Freemasonry. I have
established an Ad Hoc Committee to
look into the feasibility of a Lodge
in the base zone in Afghanistan. The
front cover of this magazine, being
very graphic, shows the soldier at
the ready with his Masonic apron
symbolizing the stability of his
Masonic roots.
Let us never fall into complacency
in taking our Masonry for granted.
Let us ask ourselves the following
questions:
• Have I recently taken an introspective
look at myself?
• Am I active, in the Lodge?
• Am I helpful in the Lodge?
• Have I been charitable both in my
givings and in my forgivings?
• Do I carry a positive attitude and
one of tolerance?
• Are my wife and family happy to
see me?
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• Have I ‘“Made a Difference”’ in
any way this year owing to my being
a Mason?
In short, do my actions show that I
believe in the fundamental principles
of Brotherly Love,
Relief and
Truth?

In closing, I hope you will enjoy
this newly formatted edition of the
Ontario Mason Magazine. My thanks
to our Editor, V. W. Bro. Bruce Miller,
and his committee.

Brethren, I shall hope that each of
you, on self examination , can answer
yes to all. I ask you to support your
Lodge by your regular attendance as
we do have many new members who
can benefit by your support and wise
counsel.
My theme continues to
be “Masonry, Making a
Difference” and the GM’s
charity for Prostate Cancer
Research (MFO 2244)
will continue to stress
early detection by PSA
screening and DRE.
Brethren you have
been supportive in all
regards in so far as
the Grand Master’s
charity is concerned
and for that I thank
you.
I am pleased to report that
our MasoniChip program is
growing in leaps and bounds
with over 8,000 children
having been processed to
date. Financial support is
coming in from all over
Ontario. My heartfelt thanks
goes out to all who have
taken on this new program.
There is more on Child ID
elsewhere in this issue.

Allan J. Petrisor

from the
It is a pleasure and a privilege to send
fraternal greetings from the Office of the
Deputy Grand Master to all my Brethren
in this great Jurisdiction. There have
been many occasions when I have had an
opportunity to meet with you in person
and enjoy an evening in Lodge together.
Such occasions are treasured. However,
the vast reaches of this great province
limit those personal visits, and therefore
this means of communication is the best
available alternative for expressing best
wishes and felicitations to each and every
member of the Craft.
Special greetings are extended to all
those newly-admitted Masons that
have recently taken the “once-in-alifetime” first regular step in Masonry.
As an Officer of Grand Lodge there is
no greater thrill than to be present to
witness the Initiation of a good man as
a Brother in our fraternity. Many Lodges
are experiencing an influx of candidates –
young men, keen and eager to explore and
experience the mysteries and privileges of
ancient Freemasonry. They are searching
for something they have not been able to
find elsewhere by joining like-minded
men in the quest for knowledge and
understanding of themselves. It is a
great opportunity for the more senior
members of the Lodge to serve as “a
friend and guide” to encourage, support,
mentor these curious and inquisitive
new Masons. If every Past Master in the
Lodge were to attach himself to one new
Entered Apprentice, bond with him, and
follow him throughout his journey of
discovery, the benefit to both men would
be immense. Remember, he who teaches
often, learns much. When age and youth
unite in a common cause, a positive and
rewarding result is assured.
We must be ever mindful that Masonry is
men, not just an institution – the Lodge
is men, not a building. Freemasonry
is defined by what those men do and
how those men act. It is not an abstract
concept. Freemasonry lives, moves, and
has its being in the 584 Lodges located
in the cities, towns, villages, and hamlets
of Ontario. We are ready, willing and
eager to tell the world what Freemasonry
is. We would be better served to show
our families, neighbours, associates

and colleagues who Freemasons are,
demonstrate how Freemasons act and
what Freemasons do. Then, and only
then, will Freemasonry be accepted,
recognized and respected for what it
really is.
Every Freemason is someone’s idea
of Freemasonry – in the home, in the
workplace, in the community. Actions
really do speak louder than words! Each
one of us has an opportunity to make a
positive impact on the lives of those we
encounter in our daily round. As a person
of influence, we can add real value to the
lives of those we meet, both in and outside
of the Lodge. Let us resolve to pour more
time and energy into other people, and
thereby help them to reach their potential.
Masonry is the science of service. The
Standing, Special and other Committees
of Grand Lodge exist for the sole
purpose of providing support programs
for the Lodges. These programs are only
effective when applied and implemented
by enthusiastic Brethren on the floor of
the Lodge. The Chairmen are eager to
be invited to make presentations both
in the District and in the Lodge. You
have only to ask.

timeless yet timely lessons inspired by
our beloved fraternity. The future is bright
with promise. Oliver Wendall Holmes
wrote: “The great thing in this world is
not so much where we are, but in what
direction we are moving.” EXCELSIOR
– onward and upward!
Cordially and fraternally,
Raymond S.J. Daniels,
Deputy Grand Master

The Ontario Mason Magazine was
first published in the 1993-1994
Masonic year when it replaced
The Bulletin as the principal
publication and medium of
communication
of
Grand
Lodge distributed to all Masons
throughout Ontario. I know that
you will enjoy reading the articles
and learning about the Masonic
activities of your Brethren around the
Jurisdiction included in this fall edition
of The Ontario Mason Magazine. We
are reminded of the immense debt of
gratitude we owe to those men and
women serving our country under fire
in battle. As we observe Remembrance
Day, we are especially mindful of those
Brethren that have given their lives in
the cause of freedom. We do remember
them.
At this season of Thanksgiving we, as
Freemasons, have much for which to be
grateful – above all, the fraternal affection
of our Brethren and the inspiration of the
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DISTRICT PROJECTS:
Charity or Service?
by R.W. Bro. Samuel Kalinowsky,

President, Masonic Foundation of Ontario
The Annual Report of The Masonic
Foundation of Ontario elaborates,
extensively, the myriad charitable
activities
that
are
supported
throughout the province. Yet,
somewhat surprisingly, only about
two scant pages are devoted to
District/Lodge
Projects.
Let’s
examine this local phenomenon.
Every year in July, immediately
after the 44 District Deputy Grand
Masters are elected, confirmed and
installed in office, there is frantic
activity at the local level: selecting a
worthwhile project or charity, picking
an energetic project coordinator,
applying to the MFO for a 4-digit
project code, initiating the fundraising. There is no easing up in the
frantic pace from autumn to winter
and into spring.
Collectively, these projects represent
the heart and soul of charitable activity
at the District/Local level, the very
spirit of Masonic philanthropy. They
address worthwhile communitybenefitting causes, indeed services
to the community, to help relieve
human suffering, enhance the
standard of living and advance the
state of knowledge, causes that are
limited only by the imagination of
upstanding men who really care
about their fellow citizens.
How extensive is this activity? Would
you believe that in the last five years,
in excess of $1.7Million was donated
by the Masons of this province to
local community projects. This local
explosion of charitable activity hit its
zenith during our Sesquicentennial
celebrations when $781,000 was
directed to commendable local
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initiatives.
On August 15th, the Grand Master, M.
Wor. Allan J. Petrisor and I journeyed
to the Village of Stirling, where, as
part of its 150th Anniversary, we
participated in presenting a cheque in
the amount of $75,820.60 to the Sick
Children’s Hospital in Toronto. Every

which, over the past number of years
have provided essential services
across Ontario: Roger’s House
in Ottawa, Victoria’s Quilts in
Peterborough, Windreach Farms in
Toronto East, Medical Bursaries in
Sudbury-Manitoulin, Kerry’s Place,
Diabetes Research, Heart and Stroke,
Prostate Cancer Research, Multiple
Sclerosis. These are all sincere efforts
to alleviate pain and suffering.
For those still in a quandary, initiating
a successful District Project is
relatively simple if you follow this
4-step process:
• DDGM picks a District Project and
Project Coordinator

Mason in Prince Edward District, from
R.W. Bro. Harry Danford (DDGM2007-08) to V.W. Bro. Douglas
Plumpton (Project Coordinator)
to the countless volunteers merit
the highest accolades. They dared
to dream and then converted their
dreams to reality.
This donation will be used to
purchase a ventilator, affectionately
referred to as “the breath of life”,
which performs a patient’s breath
cycle, typically used when patients
are critically ill. New ventilators are
used in Operating Rooms, Neonatal
Intensive Care Units and Critical
Care Units, thereby providing high
levels of safety and excellent care
for the children treated at Sick Kids
in Toronto, a world-renowned health
care facility.
While this represents but one of the
projects supported last year, there are
many others, equally meritorious,

• Apply to the MFO for approval
(4-digit code) so we can issue receipts
and keep track of donations
• Develop fund-raising strategy,
implement it and regularly send
donations to the MFO
• When Project is completed, the
MFO, at the request of the DDGM,
issues a cheque to the recipient and
adds 10% up to a maximum of $1000.
There are no withholding fees!!!
District Projects represent the
collective effort of many for a
common good, enlisting men who
respect human dignity, with no
thought of reward, only because they
are Freemasons responding to the
clarion call to duty……for the cause
of good.

a brother in
the desert
twice-master corporal andrew wallace
has gone for us to afghanistan
...and may do so again
By Bro. Doug Crawford

Wanting to learn a trade has taken
this native of Tottenham, Ontario,
across the country to train and across
the world to serve.
Not feeling the tug of college or university, Andrew Wallace wasn’t sure
where he would make his mark. In
October 1988 after high school the
military looked like a great opportunity to learn electronics with the option to get out into civilian life after a
few years. That few years he planned
on spending working in the service
has now stretched into two decades.
Very happy with his role, he is still
doing the same job he signed up for
so long ago.

His job in the field is to look after the
electronics and thermal sites on the

LAV3 transport and RG 31 troop carrier as part of the 2 Service Battalion
of the National Support Element.
The Fire Control Systems Tech has
maintained remote weapons systems
in some unpleasant situations in exotic locations. He has done three
tours on the Israeli border, a stint in
Kosovo and is now back in Canada
after serving his second term in Afghanistan.

M.Cpl. Andrew Wallace

The daily excitement level is a bit
ramped down now as he is currently
engaged as a course director at the
Canadian Forces School of Electronics in Kingston. His wife Sheila, son

continued next page

Afghanistan

officially the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan, it is a
landlocked country in the centre of Asia.

Ahmad Shah Durrani created the Durrani Empire in 1747, with its capital
at Kandihar. Subsequently, the capital was shifted to Kabul and most of
its territories ceded to former neighbouring countries. In the late 19th
century, Afghanistan became a buffer
state between the British Indian Empire and Russian Empire. On August
19, 1919, following the third AngloAfghan war, the country regained full
independence from the United Kingdom over its foreign affairs. Since the
late 1970s Afghanistan has suffered

continuous civil war, including foreign interventions in the form of the
1979 Soviet invasion and the recent
2001 U.S.-led invasion that toppled
the Taliban government. In late 2001
the United Nations Security Council
authorized the creation of an International Security Assistance Force
(ISAF). This force is composed of
NATO troops that are involved in assisting the government of President
Hamid Karzai in establishing the writ
of law as well as rebuilding key infrastructures in the nation.
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his job he has also taken the right
seat as an extra gun in convoys.

the military: you meet interesting
people from all over.” It was his love
Scott, 14, daughters Gillian, 9, and
Katrina, 4, were already moved to His uncles, grandfather and many of of the Craft that made him contact
Kingston and awaiting his return his wife’s family were Masons but his wife to have his apron mailed
to him. His mom
when he landed
back in the coun- “Our overarching goal is to prevent Afghanistan from had been speaktry from his lat- relapsing into a failed state that gives terrorists and ing to a member
in his Lodge and
est deployment. terrorist organizations a safe haven.
Andrew wanted
The Canadian
Canadian operations will continue to help improve to show them
Forces contribuback home sometion in Afghani- the quality of life of Afghans by providing a secure thing Masonically
stan is com- environment under which Afghan society can recover unique from his
prised of about after years of conflict.”
Department of National Defence time in Kandihar.
2,000 soldiers,
And that’s where
most of whom serve with Task
the picture comes from.
Force Afghanistan at Kandahar Air- he didn’t feel the calling until 1997.
field and Camp Nathan Smith in He was back home visiting his par- Wallace will be turning 40 this fall
Kandahar City. Additional person- ents and noticed the square and com- and is still gung-ho about his career,
nel are assigned to various military pass ring of an old friend and began “I’m confident I’m doing 25 years
headquarters, a support base, and asking questions. “It intrigued me we’ll play it by ear after that.” If
he stays in the Forces till 2011 and
civilian organizations.
even more.”
Canadian troops are still there,
Not just a “techie” in a shop, Wal- Andrew was initiated into Totten- “It’s very possible I might be going
lace has spent his time at all three of ham Lodge and hasn’t regretted his back.”
the forward operating bases in Kan- decision. “I like what it stands for. I
dahar where missions can take them don’t know if it’s a cliche but I love
With files from DND & Wikipedia
out for two to five weeks. As part of the Fraternity. It’s very much like
continued

Military Police Sergeant first Canadian soldier to visit
Prince Hall Lodge operating at Kandahar Airfield

Sgt. Don Scandrett of the Kandahar Airfield Military Platoon had
the unique opportunity to attend Lodge in the middle of
the war in Afghanistan.

first visiting Canadian member to
attend this Lodge,” said Scandrett
who is back home and working at CFB Borden just West
of Barrie, Ontario.

“The Lodge I visited was
The Widows Son Lodge
UD, Grand Lodge of Ok‑
lohoma. It was a Prince
Hall Lodge and met four
times a week.”

Prince Hall was initiated
into Lodge No. 441, Irish
Constitution, attached
to the 38th Regiment of
Foot, British Army Garrisoned at Castle William,
Boston Harbor on March 6,
1775. The Lodge granted
Prince Hall and his Brethren the authority to meet as
African Lodge No. 1 (Under Dispensation). Hall petitioned the Premier Grand Lodge of
England for a warrant and African
Lodge No. 459 was organized May
6, 1787.

“I visited a few times and
found their ‘work’ to be
similar to Antient work
and they sang while con‑
ducting the ritual.”
This Lodge was host to many
visits from serving personnel from
various countries throughout the
world. “I was honoured to be the
Ontario
Mason
2008
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G.M. Prince Hall

Out of this Lodge the African
Grand Lodge of North America
was formed in 1791. Following his
death, as a memorial to him, the
name was changed to the Prince
Hall Grand Lodge of Massachusetts. He served as Grand Master
from 1791 till his death in 1807.

MASONIC EDUCATION

The Newsletter of the Committee
on Masonic Education
By R.W. Bro. Robert C. McBride

Perhaps one of the best kept secrets
of the Grand Lodge of Canada in the
Province of Ontario is The Newsletter of
the Committee on Masonic Education,
published four times a year (Fall, Winter,
Spring and Summer) in a handy pocketsize.
The Entered Apprentice learns that
Masons are “called on to make a daily
advancement in Masonic knowledge.”
The Grand Lodge Committee on Masonic
Education takes this statement very
seriously and provides all the Brethren
with a number of educational tools.
Twenty-seven years ago, in January 1981,
R.W. Bro. Wallace E. McLeod, in his role
as Chairman of the Masonic Education
Committee, wrote in Volume 1, Number
1 of The Newsletter, “More than anything
else the Craft today needs members who
are aware of the aims, purpose and
significance of Freemasonry. That is
what Masonic Education is all about. …
If an educational programme has proved
useful in one Lodge or one District, it
may be worth imitating elsewhere.” The
first Editor, then R.W. Bro. David C.
Bradley (Grand Master, 1989 – 1990),

wrote in that first January 1981 issue,
“The purpose of The Newsletter is to
distribute educational information to as
many Brethren as possible. One of the
greatest contributions that we can make
is through the exchange of information.”
I am very honoured and humbled to have
been appointed as the fifth Editor of this
publication.
Over the past twenty-seven years,
The Newsletter has grown from its
original twelve pages to a rich resource
for every interested Mason to make
his daily advancement. It is an ideal
educational tool for Masonic Education
Chairmen, Lodge Officers, and any
Mason who enjoys a good read about
the Craft and all its diversities through
interesting, informative and thoughtprovoking articles, relevant to our Grand
Jurisdiction, written by Ontario Masons
for Ontario Masons.
Archives of the first fifteen volumes
are available on the Grand Lodge
web site at URL: http://newsletter.
masoniceducation.ca.
To subscribe to four issues a year, please
send $ 18.00 to:
R.W. Bro. Robert E. Jones,
99 Keewatin Street South,
Oshawa, Ontario. L1H 6Z2
Your cheque should be made out to
“Masonic Education Newsletter”. Please

The Ontario
Mason Magazine

inform R.W. Bro. Jones of your Lodge’s
name and number, your District’s name,
your name and the mailing address
where you would like to receive this
publication.
We always welcome articles for
publication in The Newsletter. They
should reflect the size of the magazine
and are often approximately 1,200 words
in length. Articles of special merit might
be printed in sections over several issues
while short articles provide an excellent
resource for a brief Masonic Education
moment in Open Lodge.
Please adhere to the following deadlines
for submissions: Fall issue = August 1,
Winter issue = November 1, Spring issue
= February 1, Summer issue = May 1.
I would appreciate receiving all articles
in MS Word as an e-mail attachment
since there is no staff available to retype
any submissions for publication.
Looking forward to hearing from you.

R.W. Bro. Robert C. McBride,
Team Leader & Editor,
The Newsletter
of the Committee on Masonic
Education,
E-mail:
ddgm2007@nexicom.net

NEWS & FEATURES: All articles must include:
•
Author’s name, Masonic rank & contact: electronically, by phone and regular mail,

Masonry in action in your community!

• A brief (25 to 50 word) biography of the author or how
he is involved with the contents of the article,

PHOTOS need to be sent as jpeg attachments with 300
dpi resolution, with a file name that clearly outlines the intent of the photo’s contents.

•
The article itself (400 maximum word limit, as our
magazine has only 32 pages),

CAPTIONS: All photos must have suggested captions
of 50 words or less including correct names and Masonic
ranks of everyone in the photo as well as a suggested title
that includes the name of the Lodge and District represented.

•
Suggested “pull quotes” from the article carefully
chosen as eye catchers for the casual reader who will then
be enticed into reading the article,
• A minimum of four or five photos or illustrations that
the editors and designer can choose to enhance the feature
article in the magazine.

The deadline for submissions for the Spring 2009 issue is March 30, 2009.
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Wellington district

degree team
performing for 31 years

The Wellington District A.F. & A.M.
18th. Century Degree Team was
first formed in 1977. The Master
of Guelph Lodge No. 258, W. Bro.
Stan Halliwell, wanted to mark the
sesquicentennial celebration of the
founding of the City of Guelph.
Many ideas were considered and
it was finally decided to perform,
in the costume of the period, a
play depicting a Lodge meeting in
London England in the year 1774.
The script of such a play was in the
possession of R.W. Bro. Jacob Pos, a
past Master of Guelph Lodge. W.Bro.
Stan Halliwell then asked R.W. Bro.
Gary Powell to organize the cast and
direct the production.
R.W. Bro. J. Pos had obtained the
script in New Zealand on a sabbatical
from the University of Guelph. The
script was researched and assembled
by V.W. Bro. Ray Pugh-Williams,
Grand Orator of the Grand Lodge on
New Zealand, and performed in that
country in 1974.
The ritual of the play is a blending
of the work of both the “Grand
Lodge According to the Ancient
Constitutions” and that of the
“Moderns”. This was before
the amalgamation of the abovementioned Grand Lodges, that
formed the United Grand Lodge of
10 Ontario Mason Fall 2008

England in 1813. The information for
this ritual was drawn from Masonic
Exposures, Pocket Companions,
Preston’s Illustrations, articles and
lectured of the time and from the
1774 Minute Book and the Financial
Accounts of a Lodge that met in the
Devil’s Tavern, Bartholomew Lane,
London, England.
The period costumes were made by
the wives and friends of those who
agreed to accept a role in this play.
The cast was fortunate because at this
time the USA had just celebrated their
bicentennial the previous year and

patterns for costumes representing
that era were readily available.
Between finding cast members from
within Wellington District and the
making of costumes and props,
more time was taken than had been
anticipated, resulting in a delay of the
first presentation. It was always the
intention of those participating, that
this play would only be presented
once. Everything eventually came
together and the play was performed
in Guelph Lodge No. 258 G.R.C. on
25th April, 1978.continued next page

continued

R.W. Bro. Jacob Pos, the Worshipful
Master of the Heritage Lodge No.
730 G.R.C. and a member of the
18th century cast, requested that the
team perform one more time in The
Heritage Lodge. He had a special
reason for the request as he was to
receive a very important visitor on the
next Lodge night. The visitor was to
be the noted Masonic Historian R.W.
Bro. Harry Carr. P.J.G.D. and Past
Master of Quatuor Coronati Lodge
No. 2079, London, England. The
second performance was held on 17
May 1978 and R.W. Bro. Harry Carr
expressed his appreciation for having
been given the opportunity to observe
the production and offer his personal
comments. After complimenting the
cast for a fine presentation and the
exemplification of ritual with skill
and sincerity, he said that the work
was as close as can be expected to
that period of time. He also made a
few suggestions that would improve
the authenticity of the dramatization.
These changes were incorporated
into the future performances which
resulted from the many requests
received from those who witnessed
the first two presentations.

What initially started out to be one,
then a two, performance production,
snowballed into a major undertaking.
It was decided early on, that if the team
were to travel throughout Ontario,
that we would use this opportunity
to raise money for various Masonic
charities. The cast members would
be donating their time and travel
expenses while the host Lodge or
District would contribute the money.
Several thousand dollars were raised
for the Grand Lodge H.E.L.P. and
many other charities, including the
N.R. Richards Bursary Fund and
Guelph General Hospital CAT SCAN
project that have benefited from the
Team’s efforts.
In 1997 the Degree Team made a
request to Grand Lodge for permission
to perform the play before Masonic
audiences which had non-masons in
attendance. The script was modified
slightly to remove all sensitive
Masonic ritual and submitted for
approval. The modified script was
approved and, over the next two
years, six such presentations were
put on for Masonic Ladies Nights and
other Masonic fund raising events.
In 1982, Grand Lodge rescinded the

permission and since then the play
has only been performed within the
Tiled recesses of a Lodge.
The cast consists of anywhere from
eleven to eighteen individuals,
although it has been performed with
as few as nine. There are on average
about fourteen Masons taking part in
the play at any given time and, since
the start, there have been well over
thirty different Masons involved.
In Ontario the team has covered an area
from Ottawa in the East, Thessalon
in the North West, to Windsor in the
South West. Performances have also
been presented in Detroit, Muskegon
and Lapeer Michigan, Toledo Ohio
and Louisa Kentucky.
Inquiries may be directed to:

George Hewson
(519) 822 7132
Gary Powell
(519) 824 4386
Bill Rogers
(519) 821 0722
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amalgAmation boosts
attendance
The transformation into
Golden Rule Campbellford /
Hastings Lodge A.F. & A.M. No.
126 G.R.C.
Peterborough District
By R.W. Bro. Robert C. McBride,
Assistant Editor
After some lengthy discussions, the
Brethren of Golden Rule Lodge A.F. &
A.M. No. 126 G.R.C. (Instituted in 1860)
and Hastings Lodge A.F. & A.M. No.
633 G.R.C. (Instituted in 1925) decided
to amalgamate, forming Golden Rule
Campbellford / Hastings Lodge A.F. &
A.M. No. 126 G.R.C., with their monthly
meetings to be held in the Campbellford
Masonic Hall.
Both former Lodges enjoyed a rich
heritage of Freemasonry. Golden Rule
Lodge No. 126, Peterborough District’s
second oldest Lodge, has always been
very active in our District. Hastings
Lodge No. 633 was the first Lodge
formed after Peterborough District was
created in 1923, having been Instituted
on 11 December 1925 and Dedicated in
September 1926.
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Assisted by Brethren of both Lodges and
various Grand Lodge Officers, the Grand
Master, M.W. Bro. Allan J. Petrisor, and
the Deputy Grand Master, R.W. Bro.
Raymond S.J. Daniels, conducted the
Ceremony of Amalgamation on Saturday,
8 December 2007, within the Lodge
Room that was filled to capacity.
It was decided to have both Charters of
the former two Lodges hang, side by
side, in the East.
Uniting the two is a plaque that reads:
“Addendum to the Warrant - Golden Rule
Lodge No. 126: We, the undersigned do
hereby certify that at the amalgamation
ceremonies of Golden Rule Lodge A.F.
& A.M. No. 126 with Hastings Lodge
A.F. & A.M. No. 632, held on Saturday,
December 8, 2007, the Lodge name was
changed to Golden Rule, Campbellford/
Hastings Lodge No. 126.
Dated at Hamilton, Ontario, this 8th day
of December, 2007.
[signed]
Allan J. Petrisor Grand Master
R.S.J. Daniels, Deputy Grand Master
T. Shand, Grand Secretary”

The current W. Master of Golden
Rule Campbellford / Hastings
Lodge No. 126, W. Bro. T. W. (Bill)
Osborne, (above) Installed on
Monday, 9 June 2008, indicates
that overall attendance at the new
amalgamated Lodge has increased
by almost thirty percent.

furnishings from ww1
form the heart of
carleton Lodge
Historical Furniture and Docu‑
ments of Carleton Lodge No. 465
By W. Bro. Matt Flikweert

Powerful reminders of the indomitable spirit and heroic achievements of Freemasonry adorn the
Lodge Room of Carleton Lodge
No. 465 in Carp, Ontario. The
reminders are in the form of furniture and documents common to
every interior of every Masonic
Lodge anywhere but once familiar
with the history of these items inside Carleton Lodge, visitors stand
in awe and may let their imagination run wild, imagining scenes

of incredible stories of brotherly
love, relief and truth during times
when “we were taking part in the
greatest war known,” according
to an entry recorded in a meticulously kept, hand written Minute
Book of the Lodge Le Havre de
Grace whence some of the furni‑
ture and documents inside Carle‑
ton Lodge came.
The history of the historical
furniture of Carleton Lodge
goes back to the Great World
War, 1914-1918, when soldiers,
imaginably lonely, looking for
familiar footing, decided to form

their own Masonic Military
Lodge: Their home away from
home. The founding members of
the Lodge were Commonwealth
soldiers, officers and men, from
England,
Scotland,
Ireland,
Canada, Australia, India, Malta,
Gibraltar, South Africa and the
US. They named their Lodge,
Lodge Le Havre de Grace No. 4.
Captain Firebrace from England
(No. 2 Antiquity) was the first
Worshipful Master. Other names
in the Minute Book were Captain
(Dental Corps) W. Stuart from
Belleville Lodge No. 123, and
continued next page
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carries a 400 year-old large setting
maul that has its own history, and
on the floor near the desk sits a
broken column, used as a Charity
or Alms box. The Ballot Box
Through a lengthy process, some below the Charity Box has two
of the furniture and documents drawers marked Nay and Yea.
ended up at Carleton Lodge No. The Working Tools are richly
465, mainly through the efforts engraved and plated with German
of the Treasurer of the Lodge Le silver along with an ivory rule and
Havre de Grace, W. Bro. William gavel in a new toolbox.
Stuart, originally of Belleville
Lodge No. 123, who, in 1926, Besides, once again, fulfilling its
offered to pay the expenses of intended purpose, the historical
having the furniture released and furniture at Carleton Lodge
moved to Carp from London, stands as a constant reminder of
England where it had been stored tremendous personal sacrifices,
after the war. Carleton Lodge our Freedom, our soldiers, and
had lost all of its possessions much, much more - “Lest We
and furniture in a fire in 1920, Forget“.
and, looking for furniture, came
continued Captain Greene from
The Master’s desk
in possession of the Lodge Le
No. 58 Doric Lodge in Ottawa,
Havre de Grace furniture through
carries a
just to name a few. The Lodge
a judicial sale.
was on the Register of the Grand
400 year-old large
Lodge Independent and Regular
setting maul
The furniture and documents
of France, and the Colonaise
from Le Havre de Grace include:
Francaise who in turn had received
the original Lodge Le Havre de
its Charter from the Grand Lodge
Grace Warrant, created in two
of England. The Lodge was
colours with superb handwriting
consecrated on October 31, 1916.
in the gothic style, a Minute Book,
We read in the Minute Book that
Members Register, Declaration
“the Founders Jewel is a replica
Book, Demit Book, Cash Book and
of the Coat of Arms of Le Havre
other documents. Most noteworthy
with a tri color ribbon,” and “the
are the three oak pedestals (W.
aprons have a pale blue border
Master, Senior Warden and Junior
and a small tri color rosette in the
Warden) with columns that match
centre of the usual pale blue.”
the design of the columns that bear
the three candlesticks representing
Lodge Le Havre de Grace closed
the Lesser Lights. The columns
in the town of Graville on January
have bronze emblems, bronze
7, 1919. One hundred and fifty
capitals and revolving globes that
members were on the Register
decorate the Wardens’ columns
but, shortly after the last meeting,
(terrestrial and celestial). On the
only two remained. The Lodge
floor near the Altar is an oak and
had served its purpose. Going into
ebony tripod with windlass and
darkness never is good news for
the Lewis. Carved oak kneeling
any Lodge, but for the Brethren
stools are double, made for two
of “Le Havre de Grace”, it meant
candidates. The Master’s desk
Lewis Device
mission accomplished and better
days ahead. The Great War was
over. The Brethren were going
home. But what to do with the
furniture and other items?
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The Lewis Jewel

By R.W. Bro. Robert C. McBride,
Assistant Editor

honour
thy
father

The Constitution of the Grand Lodge of
A.F. & A.M. of Canada in the Province
of Ontario, outlines in Part III: Regalia
and Insignia, Sections 384 to 386, what
jewels should be worn in Craft Lodges in
our Jurisdiction:
“PART III - REGALIA AND INSIGNIA
384. (b) No jewels shall be worn in a
Lodge other than those specified for the
officers, except the jewel of a Past Master,
a representative of another Grand Lodge,
a Royal Arch Mason, a Lewis Jewel, the
Veteran Jubilee Medal, the Maple Leaf
pin with the square and compasses, the
Grand Master’s Meritorious award,
and any other jewel, button, or medal
specially designed and / or authorized
by Grand Lodge, and any Lodge insignia
approved by the Grand Master. (2006)”

In our Jurisdiction the Lewis is the
son of a Mason. There is no difference
whether his father was a Mason before he
was born or not and applies to any son,
not just the first born son. A Lewis may
wear the Jewel received from another
Jurisdiction in our Jurisdiction.
The Lewis Jewel may be worn by a
Mason if, at the time of his Initiation,
his father was a Mason in good
standing. The Initiate of a deceased
father, in good standing at the time
of his demise, would also qualify.
The Lewis Jewel consists of two bars
connected by chains. The upper bar
contains the name of the father and date
of his Initiation; the lower bar, the name
of the son and date of his Initiation.
If you examine the ornamental
engraving on your Master Mason’s
Certificate issued by Grand Lodge, you
will find the Perfect Ashlar fitted with
the Lewis resting at the foot of the Doric
Column, the symbol of strength. It is also
one of the symbols depicted on the Junior
Warden’s Tracing Board of the First
Degree, probably an indication that it was
once included in the Lecture. There are
a few Lodges in our Jurisdiction where
one finds the Perfect Ashlar placed at the
south-east angle with a Lewis inserted.
A Lewis is a simple but ingenious
device employed by operative Masons to
raise heavy blocks of dressed stone into
place. It consists of three metal parts:
two wedge-shaped side pieces, and a

straight centre piece, that fit together
(tenon). A dovetailed recess is cut into
the top of the stone block (mortise).
The two outer pieces are inserted first
and then spread by the insertion of the
centrepiece. The three parts are then
bolted together, a metal ring or shackle
is attached and the block is hoisted by
hook, rope and pulley. By this means,
the block is gripped securely. Once set
in its place in the structure, the Lewis
is removed leaving the upper surface
smooth with no clamp or chains on the
outside to interfere with the laying of
the next course. Our ancient operative
Brethren used this tool as early as the
Roman era. Archaeologists have found
further evidence of its use by the Saxons
in England in buildings constructed in
the 7th century. The origin of the term
“lewis” for this device is uncertain.
Some authorities trace its etymology
to the French levis from lever – to lift,
hoist, raise; and louve – a sling, grip or
claw for lifting stones.
Masonic historians conclude that the
term came into use in the 18th century.
The Lecture in the Second Degree
published by William Preston in the
1780s contains a lengthy discourse on
the Lewis.
Current use of the term is defined by
M.W. Bro. The Duke of Kent, the Grand
Master of the United Grand Lodge
of England: “A Lewis is the uninitiated
son of a Mason and it does not matter
whether the son was born before or after
his father became a Mason. When a Lewis
is one of two candidates being initiated
on the same day he would be the senior
for the purpose of the ceremony. Being
a Lewis is not grounds for dispensation
to enable him to be initiated under the
age of 21.” (Proceedings 1989, Fraternal
Correspondence, p. 237)
To moralize on … On the day that King
Solomon laid the foundation stone of the
Temple, beginning the construction of
the great building project conceived by
his father David, but given to his son to
complete, the last words of King David
may have come to his mind. When the
time of David’s death drew near, he gave
his last charge to his son Solomon: I am
going the way of all the earth. Be strong
and show yourself a man. (1 Kings 2:1)
When a son of a Mason proudly wears
the Lewis Jewel, it ought to impress
upon all this same moral. It personifies
the final words of the General Charge,
“… from generation to generation.”
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more than 8,000 now
registered in program
after one year
Ontario Masons reached a milestone a few months ago
with their Child Identification Program (MASONICh.I.P.)
in Chesley, 40 kilometres north of Walkerton in Bruce
County where the members of Forest Lodge No. 393 were
holding their first Masonic Child Identification program.
Two-year old Lauren, with her four-year old big brother,
and her mom attended the program. Lauren was identified
as our 5,000th child. Lauren’s mom was so pleased at
how professional the program is, and said “this is the best
thing anyone could do for children, of all ages”. She
said they will be telling everyone they know about what
Masons are doing.
Continued
next page
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CONTINUED from page 18
No parent wants to believe that the
unimaginable could happen to them,
though nearly fifty-five children are
reported missing to police in Ontario
every day (164 every day in Canada).
According to Canada’s “Our Missing Children” network and “Ontario
Child Find”, a current good quality

photo is the single most effective
tool in locating a missing child.

Parents are encouraged to be prepared by assembling their child’s
photos and vital information ahead
of time. Enter MASONICh.I.P. Ontario (Child Identification Program,
deemed “one of the most compre‑
hensive child recovery and identifi‑
cation programs in the nation” by
The National Center for Exploited
and Missing Children, and brought
exclusively to Ontario families by
dedicated Masons free of charge.
Sponsored by the Grand Lodge A.F.
& A. M. of Canada in the Province
of Ontario, the MASONICh.I.P.
program consists of five major components – digital photographs; digital video; digital fingerprints; vital
child information; and a dental bite
impression or Intra Oral Swab for
DNA. The photographs, video, fingerprints, and child data are burned
onto a CD, that is compatible with
Amber Alert. The dental impression provides a virtual diagram of
the child’s biting surface, which, like
fingerprints, are unique to each individual, and further supplies saliva to
provide a DNA sample. Combined,
this five part process provides a dramatic, time-sensitive recovery tool

for authorities.

Parents are urged to gather pertinent
information about their child prior to
the event such as an emergency contact name, address and phone numbers, distinguishing marks and scars,
allergies, medications and the child’s
height and weight. Security and privacy are of utmost importance. All
information is collected on site, processed,
and provided to the
parent or guardian
in an envelope along
with the sentiment of
all the Masonic volunteers, “We hope you
never need to use it.”
After each child is processed, the data is deleted and erased from
the computer using
state-of-the-art software. The only item
retained by MASONICh.I.P. Ontario
is the signed permission slip.

Nearly 55
children are
reported
missing to
police in
Ontario
every day

The Masonic Brethren of Ontario,
and their volunteers, are pleased to
offer this program to our communities. “We started in August, 2007,
and are very pleased to reach this
milestone.”

For further information on MasoniCHIP Ontario,
please contact MCO Program Director,
Raymond L. Dobbs
519-539-3669,
E-mail: raydobbs@sympatico.ca
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Program receives
a $100,000 gift

MASONICh.I.P Ontario has received a huge boost recently in the
form of a donation from the Sunnyside Foundation and Brethren of Trillium Lodge, No. 575. At the Lodge
Installation meeting, V.W. Bro. Bert
Lynas, the Secretary of the Foundation, announced to the Grand Master,
M.W. Bro. Allan J. Petrisor, and the
Program Director, R.W. Bro. Ray
Dobbs, that the Foundation would be
donating $100,000 to the Program.
“MASONICh.I.P Ontario has pro‑

gressed from a project of the Grand
Master in our introductory year to
a stand alone special committee of
Grand Lodge. The program is de‑
signed to be a Lodge Driven service
in our communities, and to be suc‑
cessful, needs the support from the
Lodge and District level.
It has been received with great en‑
thusiasm whereever it has been
introduced, both by the Masons
and the communities we have held
MASONICh.I.P events”, R.W. Bro.

Discount

RATES

without discount

SERVICE.
It’s no accident more people trust
State Farm to insure their cars.
Call today.

David Wiggins, Agent
1188 Ottawa Street South
Kitchener, ON N2E 1L8
Bus: 519-579-4448
www.davidwiggins.ca

Dobbs said. “This donation will
move us forward, allowing us to pur‑
chase equipment and supplies in or‑
der to provide this program in more
areas of Ontario”, he said.
The Grand Master, in his closing remarks at the meeting, expressed his
gratitude on behalf of himself, and
the Grand Lodge A.F. & A.M. of
Canada in the Province of Ontario to
Sunnyside and the Brethren of Trillium Lodge for their support of this
program.

R & J Regalia
MASONIC REGALIA
and
MASONIC GIFT ITEMS
TO PLACE AN ORDER

OR FOR MORE INFORMATION
236 Queen Street N.

Hamilton ON L8R 2W3

Tel: (905) 522-0927 Toll Free: 1-866-747-1447
Fax: (905) 522-5557
State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, Canadian Head Office: Aurora, Ontario
PO50067CN 02/05
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E-mail: randjregalia@cogeco.net

Sponsored by:

YOUR Lodge

Any Day, Any time,
Any Location

Vital Statistics:
According to statistics released by Canada’s “Our Missing Children”
site, and Ontario Child Find, every year over 60,000 children are
reported missing in Canada, with Ontario having the highest proportion
per capita at almost 20,000. The key to recovering these children is
quick action by parents, and law enforcement agencies.
Statistics also state that;
“THE FIRST 2 HOURS AFTER A CHILD HAS GONE MISSING
ARE THE MOST CRITICAL.”

KEY PROGRAM FEATURES
• Will scan all 10 ﬁngerprints
• Produces a still photo
• Produces a video with audio
• Burns all info to CD-Rom
• All ﬁles are deleted after each session
• Wax wafer dental impression.
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beaches Lodge annual
competition

Sandcastle

By Bro. Graeme Boyce

Formed in 1905, members of Beaches
Lodge No.474 held their annual
Sandcastle building competition on
Sunday, June 29th at Ashbridge’s Bay
in Toronto. “We expect teams to be
digging by sunrise,” said organizer
and Lodge member Graeme Boyce
before the competition. “They will
again need to begin sculpting their
crafted walls by 10:00 a.m. because
the competition will end sharply at
3:00 p.m.”
We used to do this sort of thing all
the time when I lived in Bermuda,”
he continued. “This year we hope to
de-throne Doric Lodge, last year’s
winner, and we’ve invited about a
dozen other Lodges in our District
to build a sandcastle as well.”
Participation is not exclusive, and
anyone with a shovel and bucket can
compete. Although each team can
have as many members as they want,

typically only 4 members work on
their sandcastle at one time.
One of Canada’s most distinguished
and innovative Masonic Lodges,
Beaches Lodge, celebrated its
hundredth anniversary in 2005, and
this past year, welcomed distinguished
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Knights Templar author, William
Mann, to speak at an open house. The
Lodge’s first meetings were originally
held at Balsam and Queen Streets in
the Beach area. When called upon,
the many members of Toronto East
District have contributed their blood,
toys and money to many foundations,
organizations and charities over the
years. Freemasons around the world
contribute millions of dollars each
day to many diverse causes.
“It will definitely be fun,” adds Boyce.
“After all, we’re looking forward to
the summer. The event was actually
a
suggestion
from one of
our
younger
members, a new
Beacher
who
recently moved
to the area from
Peterborough.
Notwithstanding
the date, I suppose
there’s certainly
a lot of obvious
symbolism
at
play as well.”

Masons throughout history have been
recognized as great planners and
dedicated builders, yet members of a
local community first and foremost.
Several prominent judges for the
competition are currently being
approached, tested on their knowledge
of the famed crusader fortifications
and notified of the criteria in order
to determine a winner. The critical
elements are size, creativity, attention
to detail and adornments. “The prize
will be a trophy,” concludes Boyce,
“and maybe a round of ice cream
afterwards.“

The Ontario
Mason
Magazine
Masonry in action in your community!

A very distinctive
Fellowcraft Lecture
On November 14th, 2006 Brethren
from Kitchener through to London
attended Tudor Lodge No. 141 in
Mitchell to witness a different form
of the Second Degree Lecture. W.
Bro. John W. Reynolds, Senior Warden, used a floor demonstration he
witnessed in Alberton, P.E.I. over 35
years ago, when he presented the Fellowcraft Lecture to Bro. Don Ballantyne a candidate to be passed to the
2nd Degree.
Instead of employing the usual wall
picture, replica pillars were borrowed
from the Waterloo Temple, a small

table containing corn, wine, oil, and
coins was placed outside the pillars,
and a representation of the winding
staircase of 3, 5 and 7 steps was laid
out on the floor between the pillars
and the altar. The Ontario Ritual was
followed.
One of the advantages of this type
of presentation is that regardless
of whether one is a visual or audio
learner, the lessons of the degree are
sure to make an impact on the candidate was he makes his journey from
outside the Temple to the Middle
Chamber.

W. Bro. John W. Reynolds, Senior Warden, presented the
Fellowcraft Lecture to candidate Bro. Don Ballantyne.

Have news for us?
PHOTOS need to be sent as jpeg
attachments with 300 dpi resolution,
with a file name that clearly outlines
the intent of the photo’s contents.
CAPTIONS: All photos must have
suggested captions of 50 words or
less including correct names and
Masonic ranks of everyone in the
photo as well as a suggested title
that includes the name of the Lodge
and District represented.
NEWS & FEATURES:
All articles must include:
• Author’s name, Masonic rank
& contact: electronically, by phone
and regular mail,
• A brief (25 to 50 word) biography of the author or how he is
involved with the contents of the
article,
• The article itself (400 maximum word limit, as our magazine
has only 32 pages),
• Suggested “pull quotes” from
the article carefully chosen as eye
catchers for the casual reader who
will then be enticed into reading the
article,
• A minimum of four or five photos or illustrations that the editors
and designer can choose to enhance
the feature article in the magazine.
The deadline for submissions for
the Spring 2009 issue is March 30,
2009.
Send submissions to:
wbmiller@sympatico.ca
“Masonry … Making A Difference!”
Ontario Mason Fall 2008 23

upper canada village
home to newest Lodge
Masonic Cornerstone Laying Ceremony hosted by Eastern District
By R.W. Bro. Robert C. McBride, Assistant Editor

On a warm and sunny
Saturday in June, my
wife, Grietje, and I,
accompanied by Bro.
Dennis
Hildebrand,
had the privilege of
attending a once-ina-lifetime experience
in witnessing an old
Masonic tradition of
the “Ceremony of Lay‑
ing a Cornerstone” in
Upper Canada Village
near Morrisburg, Ontario.

18 February 2008. A
committee of Masons
of Eastern District, coordinated by R.W. Bro.
Wes Libbey, acquired
the building and, along
with officials of the
Village, provided the
research, artefacts and
interpretive expertise
in preparing the building for its official opening. This project was
paid for in its entirety
($55,000) and donated
to U.C.V. by Eastern
District. Upwards of
1,000 Masons and their
families gathered for
Above: The Lodge in place at Upper Canada Village before the historic ceremony
the ceremony begins. Below: The building makes its way that began with a halfacross the highway before the beautification process.
kilometre long parade
through the Village, led
by the South Glengarry
Pipes and Drums.

The Masons of Eastern District began a
partnership with the
St. Lawrence Parks
Commission in 2003 to
add a Masonic Lodge
to their historical Village site. The Eastern
District’s Sesquicentennial Project was
first envisioned by
R.W. Bro. Bill Shields
who sought to have a
demonstration Lodge
in the Upper Canada
Village setting, similar to the one
in Black Creek Pioneer Village in
Toronto, Ontario. As the Deputy
Grand Master stated, “The presence
of Freemasonry on this major tour‑
ist site in North America will provide
a wide open window on the world
of Freemasonry to the thousands of
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visitors that pass through the Village
every year. It is an unparalleled op‑
portunity to show Freemasonry to
the public.”
The former Orange Hall at Kars,
Ontario, dating from the 1860s, was
identified as a suitable historic building and was moved to the Village on

The Grand Master,
M.W. Bro. Allan J.
Petrisor, assisted by the
Deputy Grand Master,
R.W. Bro. Raymond S.J.
Daniels, several Grand Lodge Officers and Brethren from across the Jurisdiction, performed the ceremony.
The cornerstone was tested with the
square, level and plumb to insure that
it was suitable for its purpose and
then anointed with corn, wine and oil
prior to being cemented in place in

continued next page

The Grand Master tapping the Cornerstone to demonstrate that it was
“well laid” before setting it into the northeast angle.
continued

the northeast corner of the building. A ceremonial silver
trowel was presented to M.W. Bro. Petrisor as a gift to
commemorate the occasion. A lemonade social and then
a service of Thanksgiving, led by Past Grand Chaplain,
R.W. Bro. John Moor, followed the ceremony. The retired
Charter of Excelsior Lodge No. 142 will hang in the

Ancient Brethren Masonic Lodge.
As the Grand Master wrote in his March 2008 message
in the monthly D.D.G.M. Communiqué, “The lessons of
Freemasonry … are just as important practised in our
communities, in our places of business and in all walks of
our daily lives.”
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kicking up smiles
Masonry In Action . . . In Sierra
Leone
By Ray Bush.Hamilton District A
Recently Bro. Don Smith of
Wellington Square Lodge No. 725
visited in Sierra Leone to distribute
soccer balls to needy children who
have only been able to dream of
owning a ball. This, I would suggest,
is Masonic charity at its best. Bro.
Smith tells me that the smiles on
the faces of the children were all the
thanks that he needed to realise that
the venture was well worth while.

The Republic of Sierra Leone,
is located in West Africa with a
population estimated at 6,294,774.
Sierra Leone is the lowest ranked
country on the Human Development
Index and seventh lowest on the
Human Poverty Index, suffering from
endemic corruption and suppression
of the press.
Sierra Leone became an important
centre of the transatlantic slave
trade, until 1787 when Freetown
was founded by the Sierra Leone
Company as a home for formerly

enslaved African and West Indians.
Over two decades of government
neglect of the interior eventually led
to the Sierra Leone Civil War, which
began in 1991. It was resolved in
2000 after the United Nations led
by Nigeria defeated the rebel forces
and restored the civilian government
elected in 1998 to Freetown.
The Grand Master, M. Wor. Bro.
Alan J. Petrisor incorporated the
children’s and Bro. Smith’s picture on
the new card “What is Freemasonry”
to illustrate “Masonry . . . making a
difference!”

To advertise here
contact:
Bro. David
Wiggins
Telephone:
519-579-4448
E-mail:
davidwiggins@
sympatico.ca
or

Bro. Don Smith creates winning smiles form the happy recipients
of a new soccer ball.
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R.W. Bro.
Don Hanton,
613-924-9734
office@
grandLodge.on.ca

the four action columns
of masonic life
By Most Worshipful Bro. C. Edwin Drew

Prayer • Charity • Study • Illumination
is conveyed as greed. There are
fine lines on this subject such as
thanking The Almighty for gifts
This is by no means advertising already received. And getting into
or promoting any faith or religion, the philosophies of religion are
but it is a necessity of
every Freemason to
prove to his own soul
that there exists a
Higher Power that we
commonly refer to as
the GAOTU. Believing
in His ‘Rewarding virtue
and punishing vice’ is a
personal choice that we
acknowledge
before
stepping foot into our
Lodge as a candidate. It
what separates us from
being just an applicant
at the time and thus
stays as part of our
personal structure until
time immemorial.

Prayer

There are probably as
many ways to pray as
there are personalities,
but again, through our
own freedom of choice, we can definitely subjects we as Masons
do this in any environment at any do not discuss amongst ourselves
time we choose. But it is important in and about our Lodges.
to remember to pray.
While Freemasonry supports
And again, what we pray for is a Religion, it cannot be in any
personal choice providing we do way acknowledged as such.
not ask for material wants that Freemasonry has no dogma or

sacraments. We do not seek
converts nor solicit new members.
Prayer, however, helps us to
remember that we must follow
those rules and commandments
that keep us within due
bounds of a society
where humanity and
good will to all connects
with the moral standards
that
Freemasonry
impresses upon us.

Charity
Begins at home, and
then spreads from there.
Being a Freemason
helps us to be better at
what we do in a moral
sense. Charity is what
keeps
greed
from
rearing its ugly head in
our presence. Charity
makes us better human
beings. It is the result of
caring.
Charity does not only mean
opening the wallet or purse to
help the less fortunate or needy.
It also means opening our hearts,
our time, our resources to assist
where we can for those in need
of such things as lending an open
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ear or mind, giving resources and
contacts where we can, and of our
time to see through that help or
assistance.
It is said that Charity ‘encompasses
the whole, and the Mason who is
in possession of this virtue in its
most ample sense, may justly be
deemed have arrived at the summit
of Freemasonry….’.
Another word for Charity is Love.
This very overused, yet powerful
word has many meanings to many
people. Yet if we think of it as the
opposite of Hate, which seems to
be a more definitive word and as
opposingly powerful, it makes it
easier to understand what we, as
humans, and specifically Masons,
need to do.
Prove to ourselves without the
glorification, personal need and
expected restitution, to ease the
pain of another. This is Charity.
This is how we need to treat one
another. Especially since random
acts of kindness will speak
volumes of the giver, and relieves
the sorrow of the recipient. It
evens things out and thus, puts us
all on the Level.

Study

Education is something
impress
upon
our
children.
It is so that the
development of
mind rises with
the social stature
of that age. It
prepares them
for life in general
and teaches the
necessities for
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we

foundation on which Freemasonry
is built. In essence, it expands our
thinking, begs more questions
and gives us in return the greatest
benefit of understanding.
Grand Lodge expresses the
importance of Education and
has Education Committees and
Education Talks and Seminars.
Take advantage of any of these in
your and surrounding Districts.
Regardless of age, experience,
Masonic Rank, get Educated
through Study.

Illumination

adulthood. What happens next is
the need for continuing education,
A light illuminates at any charge
professional or not, to keep up
of energy. We can see it, or feel
with growing technology and
the glow in within ourselves when
globalization.
we become enlightened. The latter
is what one should have when that
In our shrinking societies, we are
power within becomes discovered.
getting closer to cultures never
Power
being
knowledge,
seen in the history of Man and we
knowledge being light.
need to understand each other in
broader scope in order to live in
From that we will display an
harmony and ultimately survive.
aura of satisfaction. This energy
is transferred to the benevolence
In comparison to the rest of the
and charity to which all Masons
world, our small Masonic society
aspire.
has more information per capita
available to us. Books, readings, None of what that is written is
videos and personal resources
new. It is said in our Lodges
can teach and show us to expand
during different occasions, in
our moral fiber which is the very
different ways. It never hurts to be
reminded what
our purpose is,
even in some
small way. As
in some small
way, I hope this
rejuvenates
a
spirit that needed
to be awakened.
Peace, Brethren.

new book by Grand Lodge
curator casts doubts on
masonic myth of Rosslyn
THE ROSSLYN HOAX – Viewing
Rosslyn Chapel from a new perspective, Author: Robert L.D.Cooper
Lewis Masonic
ISBN: (10) 0 85318 255 8
Soft cover, 316 pages, no cover picture
Available from: - Lewis Masonic,
www.lewismasonic.com,
Price Stg 7.99, or
GL Office, Price $20
Robert Cooper as many will know,
is the Curator of the Grand Lodge of
Scotland Museum and Library, and
as such is well qualified to write this
book. Rosslyn Chapel, and its connection to the Sinclair family has
been very much in the news since
the publication of Dan Brown’s book
“The Da Vinci Code” in which the
chapel played a prominent role. Conventional wisdom has it that Rosslyn
was built to house the Lost Scrolls of
Solomon’s Temple, the Holy Grail
(the dish used by Jesus at the Last
Supper) and other such “mysteries”.
As such, it has been the subject of
intense public speculation and
sensational (and mainly non-Masonic) writers have produced an
extensive corpus on the subject.
A second current speculation
centres on the supposed migration of Knights Templar
from France to Scotland after
their suppression in 1312 to found the
Masonic order in Scotland. A third
and less well-known one concerns
the Kirkwall Scroll, purported to be
a Templar ‘treasure map’ by some to
explain how the Templars “entered

the Masons forever”.
Robert Cooper, with unprecedented
access to rare and antique documents
has examined all three of these popular beliefs and has systematically
shown them to be spurious.
In the case of Rosslyn Chapel, he
examines and discusses every carving therein and discovers no Masonic
connection to any of them. Some,
which seemed to support a Masonic
connection, had been deliberately altered to make them appear as such.
The chapel itself is part of what had
originally been designed as a larger
structure which was never finished. It
was intended and used as a collegiate
church, one of
m a n y

b u i l t
prominent families
ing the same period.

b y
dur-

The author quotes a writer in 1761

who states that in 1441 King James
II made William St. Clair, Earl of
Orkney and Baron of Roslyn “hereditary Grand Master of Scotland”, and
this myth still persists today. Again,
Cooper makes it clear that the Sinclairs were not members of the Craft
until the establishment of the Grand
Lodge of Scotland in 1736 when William St.Clair of Roslyn was elected
its first Grand Master.
The Kirkwall Scroll supposedlybridges the gap between the suppression of the Templars in 1312 and the
first Masonic Templar organisation
in 1787, a gap of 475 years during
which no reference to any “Templar”
organisation is found. The Scroll is
thought by some to be a secret map
which “proves how the secret wisdom of the Middle East passed
through the Templar Order
into all the Crafts and Guilds
of Europe”. That 475-year
gap is hard to explain however, and Cooper examining the
Scroll in detail proves it to have
a much more recent provenance,
the latter half of the 18th century.
He concludes that the Templars had
nothing to do with the development
of Freemasonry in Scotland. He does
accept that some must have migrated
to the country as evidenced by the existence of their peculiar graveslabs,
however such graveslabs are to be
found throughout Britain and are not
particular to Scotland.
This is a very thorough piece of work,
with an extensive bibliography and
will appeal to a wide range of Masons and others who wonder about
Rosslyn Chapel and its Masonic connections.
Ontario Mason Fall 2008 29

When passing Pembroke, make
time for the masonic mural
By Bro. Chris Plante, True Blue No.98, Bolton
As I was waiting in my doctor’s office in June I decided to pick up a
magazine to kill some time. The issue
of this particular magazine was all
about health care in Canada, and near
the end of the magazine there was an
article that showed some promise to
cure the boredom of waiting. The first
thing I noticed before even reading a
single letter was a beautiful mural. It
was not just a typical mural showing
a landscape as the main focus, but
one that seemed to exhibit some old
fashioned charm with a true historical touch. Upon seeing it, my ‘Masonic radar’ went off and sure enough
I noticed a Mason in the picture with
Grand Lodge regalia. Now my curiosity had peaked. The caption under
the picture read ‘100 YEARS OF
SERVICE’. There wasn’t really anything to say why this Mason was in
the picture, so... I started doing some
research. I first spoke to the Artist,
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Karole Marois. When I ‘Googled’ her
name on the internet I quickly found
that she has done some wonderful
work all over the world. As far as I
am concerned her Canadiana style
murals that are featured throughout
Ontario are her finest work.
It just so happens that the painting
depicted people in the community
that helped the original Cottage Hospital in 1896 to get on its feet. The
Mason was not one specific brother,
but just a noble-looking man that we
would all agree that has the “look” of
a Mason. What a wonderful thing to
see as you drive through Pembroke, a
beautiful mural with one of our own
brothers to represent Masons in Pembroke. Interestingly enough, the man
reading the newspaper in the mural
with an image of the first hospital on
Dixon Street which is now the Masonic Lodge.

In speaking with Pamela Dempsey,
Pembroke Heritage Murals, I learned
that there were two members of the
Pembroke Lodge 128 that were significant in raising the funds for this
mural on behalf of the Alexandra
Club of Pembroke. They were Bro.
Gerry Binhammer and Bro. Bob
McLaughlin. Pembroke now has 31
Heritage Murals in its Outdoor Art
Gallery. The first five murals were installed in 1990, the next five in 1991
and since then the collection has been
continuously increasing.
I hope that if you are visiting Lodges
and/or passing through Pembroke on
business or pleasure in the near future
that you have a look, and take pride
in knowing that there are Brethren
doing things like this for our communities all the time, but we don’t
always have the privilege of hearing
about, or in this case, seeing them.

INTRODUCING...

G
APRONS

TWIN CITY
MASONIC SUPPLY
GAVELS

Twin City Masonic Supply is a distributor of quality Masonic
supplies and regalia at competitive prices proudly serving the
Canadian Masonic Fraternity.

Exclusive distributor of “GOODS IN WOODS”
by Bro. Larry Cooper
Twin City Masonic Supply will continue to add more and more
products and suppliers to meet all your Masonic wants and needs.
Please do not hesitate to contact us for either a quotation or assistance
regarding your order. We are adding more products every month.
Please check back at our website frequently.
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APRONS
CUFF LINKS
AUTO EMBLEMS
LAPEL PINS
MASONIC RINGS
CANES - TUBAL
GAVELS
MASONIC CLOTHING
CARRYING CASES
COLLARS & JEWELS
MEN’S JEWELRY
ENGRAVED FRAMES
BIBLE BOXES
PEN & PENCIL SETS
CUSTOM WOOD GIFTS
SPECIALTY LODGE ITEMS
ROYAL ARCH
SCOTTISH RITE
SHRINE REGALIA
GROTTO REGALIA
KNIGHTS TEMPLAR
CUSTOM APRONS

Twin City Masonic Supply

www.tcmasonic.com



6-49 McIntyre Place
Kitchener, ON N2R 1G3
Tel: (519) 489-9097 Fax: (519) 894-3732
Toll Free: (877) 777-0425
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